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2013 WISCONSIN ACT 153

AN ACT to amend 11.05 (1), 11.05 (2),1.05 (2r), 1.05 (12) (b), 1.07 (1), 11.12 (5), 11.12 (6)L.21 (16), 1.23
(1), 11.26 (9) (a), 1.26 (9) (b), 1.30 (4), 1.38 (1) (a) 3. and 13.625 (1) (c) (intro.); dodreate 11.01 (6) (b) 8.
and9., 11.01 (7) (a) 5. to 7.,1101 (7) (b) 6. to 8.,1.01 (12m), 1.05(3) (q), 1.06 (1) (d), 11.06 (13) and 1.185
of the statutes;elating to: various changes in the campaign finance and lobbying laws.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in
senate and assembly, do enact as follows:

SectioN 1. 11.01 (6) (b) 8. and 9. of the statutes are
createdo read:

11.01(6) (b) 8. Anycost incurred to conduct Internet
activity for a political purpose by an individual actimg
his or her own behalf, or acting in behalf of another per
sonif the individual is not compensated specifically for
thoseservices, including the cost or value of any equip
ment and services identified in s1.06 (13), but not
including professional video production services pur
chasedy the individual.

9. Any cost incurred for covering or carrying a news
story,commentaryor editorial by a broadcasting station,
cable television operatorproducer or programmer
Internetsite, or newspaper or other periodical publica
tion, including an Internet or other electronic publication

exceptthe cost of a news story that appears in a medium

11.01(7) (&) 5. Anypayment for a communication to
thegeneral public for a political purpose by means of any
broadcastsatellite communication, newspaperodner
periodicalpublication, outdoor advertising facilithass
mailing, or mass telephoning to the general public, or any
otherform of advertising to the general public, except
communicationsver the Internet bgn individual acting
in his or her own behalf, or acting in behalf of another per
sonif the individual is not compensated specifically for
thoseservices, including the cost or value of any equip
ment and services identified in 4..06 (13).

6. Any payment for the purchase or rental of an-elec
tronic—mailaddress list made at the direction of a regis
trant for a political purpose.

7. Any payment for an electronic—mail addréiss
thatis transferred to a registrant for a political purpose.

SecTioN 3. 11.01 (7) (b) 6. t8. of the statutes are
createdo read:

11.01(7) (b) 6. A communication or Internattivity

thatis owned or controlled by a candidate, personalcam by an individual acting in hisr her own behalf, or acting
paigncommittee of a candidate, support committee of a in behalf of another personttie individual is not com

candidatethat is authorized under s1.05 (3)(p), or a
political party

SectioN 2. 11.01(7) (a) 5. to 7. of the statutes are
createdo read:

pensatedspecifically for those services, including the
costor value of any equipment and services identified

S.11.06 (13), but not including professional video pro
ductionservices purchased by the individual.

* Section 9911, WIsconsINSTATUTES: Effective date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislature over thegy
partialveto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it taflees siiall take ééct on the day after its date of publication.”
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7. Any cost incurred in covering or carrying a news
story,commentaryor editorial by a broadcasting station,
cabletelevision operatoprogrammer or produgdnter
net site, or newspaper or other periodipaiblication,
includingan Internet or electronic publication, except the
costof a news story that appears imedium that is
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who or which does noanticipate accepting contribu
tions, making disbursements or incurring obligatioms
anaggregate amount in excess of $1,000 in a calendar
yearand does not anticipate accepting aowtribution

or contributions from a single source, other than-con
tributionsmade by acandidate to his or her own cam

ownedor controlled by a candidate, personal campaign paign,exceeding $100 in that year exceeding-$750

committeeof a candidate, support committee of a candi
datethat is authorized under 4..05 (3) (p), or a political
party.

8. A nominal fee paid for a communication to the
generalpublic.

SecTioN 4. 11.01 (12m) of the statutes is created to
read:

11.01(12m) “Internet activity” includes sending or
forwardingan electronic message; providing a hyperlink
or other direct accessn a persoms’ Internet site to an
Internetsite operated by another person; bloggangat
ing, maintaining, or hosting an Internet site; paynmsnt
aperson of anominal fee for the use of an Internet site
operatecby another person; or any other forrcommu
nicationdistributed over the Internet.

SectioN 5. 11.05 (1) of the statutes is amended to
read:

11.05(1) CoMMITTEES AND GROUPS. Except as pro
videdin s. 9.10 (2) (d), every committee other than a per
sonalcampaign committee which makes or accepts

$2,500in that year for a group or individual subject to
registrationunder s. 1.23, may indicaten its registra
tion statement thathe committee, group, or individual
will not acceptontributions, incur obligations or make
disbursementim the aggregate in excess of $1,008ng
calendaryear and will not accept any contribution or-con
tributionsfrom a single sourc@ther than contributions
madeby a candidate to his or hewn campaign, exceed
ing $100 in that yeamr exceeding-$75$2,500in that
year for a group or individual subject tegistration
unders. 11.23. Anyregistrant making such an indication
is not subject to any filing requirement if the statement is
true. The registrant need rfid¢ a termination report. A
registrantnot making suclan indication on a registration
statements subject to diling requirement. The indiea
tion may be revoked and the registrant is then subject to
afiling requirement as of the date of revocation, or the
date that aggregate contributions, disbursements or
obligationsfor the calendar year exceed $1,000ther
dateon which the registrant accepts any contribution or

tributions,incurs obligations, or makes disbursements in contributionsexceeding $100 from a single source, or
acalendar year in an aggregate amount in excess-of $2%&xceedings750$2,500from asingle source for a group

$30Q and every political groupubject to registration
unders. 11.23 shall file a statement with thppropriate
filing officer giving the information required by sub. (3).

or individual subject to registration under %.23, other
thancontributions made by a candidate to his or her own
campaignduring that yearwhichever is earlierIf the

In the case of any committee other than a personal camrevocationis not timely the registrant violates §1.27

paigncommittee, the statement shall be filed by the trea
surer. A personal campaignommittee shall register
undersub. (2g) or (2r).

SecTioN 6. 11.05 (2) of the statutes is amended to
read:

11.05(2) INDIVIDUALS. EXxcept as providei s. 9.10

1)

SecTion 8. 11.05 (3) (q) of the statutes is created to
read:

11.05(3) (g) In the case of a conduit, the name and
mailing addres®f a sponsoras defined in s.11185 (1),
to which contributions may be redirected as provided

(2) (d), every individual, other than a candidate or agent unders. 1.185.

of a candidate, who accepts contributions, incurs obliga

SecTioN 9. 11.05 (12) (b) of the statutes is amended

tions, or makes dishursements in a calendar year in anto read:

aggregateamount in excess @25 $300to support or

11.05(12) (b) Except as authorized under sub. (13),

opposethe election or nomination of a candidate at an acommitteegroup or individual that becomes subject to

election and every individual subject to registration
unders. 11.23 shall file a statement with thppropriate
filing officer giving the information required by sub. (3).
An individual who guarantees a loan on whichiraai-
vidual, committee or group subject to a registration
requirementlefaults is not subject to registration under
this subsection solely as a result of such default.
SecTioN 7. 11.05 (2r) of the statutes is amended to
read:
11.05(2r) GENERAL REPORTING EXEMPTIONS. Any
committee group, or individual, other thancammittee
or individual required to file an oath under1.06 (7),

aregistration requirement under s(b). or (2), other than

a candidate or agent of a candidate, shall comply with
sub. (1) or (2) no later than the 5th business day-com
mencingafter receipt of the first contribution by tbem
mittee,group or individual exceeding the amount speci
fied under sub. (1) or (2) or s123 (1), and before
making any disbursement exceeding that amount. No
committeeor-individualsupporting or opposing the elec
tion or nomination of a candidate at an election, other
than-a-candidate-aanagent of a candidate, may accept
any contribution orcontributions exceeding-$3800, no
individual supporting or opposing thedection or nomi
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nationof a candidate at an election, other thaardidate
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SecTioN 13. 11.12(5) of the statutes is amended to

or agent of a candidate, may accept any contribution orread:

contributionsexceeding $3Q@nd no group or individual
subjectto registration under s123 may accept any con
tribution or contributionexceeding-$7582,500 in the

11.12(5) If any contribution or contributions of $500
or more cumulatively are received by a candidate for
stateoffice or by a committee or individual from a single

aggregataluring a calendar year at any time when the contributorlater than 15 days prido a primary or elec

committee,group or individual is not registered under
this section except within the initi&-day period autho
rized by this paragraph.

SectioN 10. 11.06 (1) (d) of the statutes is created
to read:

11.06(11) (d) A conduit shall include in each report
unders. 1..12 (5) or 1.20 whetherduring thereporting

tion such that it imot included in the preprimary or pre
electionreport submitted under s1.20 (3), the treasurer

of the committee or the individuegceiving the contribu

tion shall within-2448 hours of receipt inform thappro
priatefiling officer of the information required undsr
11.06(1) in such manner as the board may prescribe. The
information shall also bencluded in the treasureror

period,any contribution was redirected to a sponsor as individual's next regular report. For purposes of the

permittedunder s. 1.185.

SecTion 11. 11.06 (13) of the statutes is created to
read:

11.06(13) INTERNETACTIVITY. (@) In thissubsection,

“equipmentand services” includes computers, software,

Internetdomain names, Internet service providens

reportingrequirement under this subsection, only-con
tributionsreceived duringhe period beginning with the
day after the last date covered on gireprimary or pre
electionreport, and ending with the day before the pri
mary or election need be reported.

SecTioN 14. 11.12(6) of the statutes is amended to

any other technology that is used to provide access to orread:

useof the Internet.

(b) If an individual conducts Internet activity far
political purpose irhis or her own behalf or in behalf of
anotherperson and is not compensated specifictalty

11.12(6) If any disbursement of more than $20
cumulativelyis made to advocate the electiordefeat
of a clearly identified candidate by an individual or eom
mitteelater than 15 days prior to a primary or election in

thoseservices, the cost or value of any equipment and ser which the candidate’name appears on the ballot without

vicesused by the individual to conduct the activdther
than professional vide@roduction services purchased
by the individual, inot a contribution to the registrant as
providedin s. 1..01 (6) (b) 8., regardless of who ovths
equipmentand services.

SecTioN 12. 11.07(1) of the statutes is amended to
read:

11.07(1) Every nonresident committee makicay
tributionsand every nonresidentindividual @mmittee

cooperatioror consultation witta candidate or agent or
authorizedcommittee of a candidate who is supported or
opposed;and not in concert with or dhe request or
suggestiorof such a candidate, agent or committee, but
suchthat the disbursement is not included in a preprimary
or preelectionreport submitted under s1.20 (3),the
individual or treasurer of the committee shall, witBih

48 hours of makindhe disbursement, inform the appro
priatefiling officer of the information required undsr

makingdisbursements to support or oppose the election11.06(1) in such manner as the board may prescribe. The
or nomination of a candidate at an election exceeding $25information shall also be included in the next regular

$300 cumulatively in a calendar year within this state,
every nonresident individual making disbursements to
supportor oppose the election or nomination of a candi
dateat an election exceeding $300 cumulativielg cal
endar year within this statend every nonresident group
making contributions and every nonresident group or

reportof the individual or committee under 4..20. For
purposesof this subsection, disbursements cumulate
beginningwith the day after the last date covered on the
preprimaryor preelection report and ending with they
beforethe primary or election. Upon receipt of a report
underthis subsection, the filing fiter shall, within 24

individual making disbursements to support or oppose a hoursof receipt, mail a copy of the report to all candidates

particularvote ata referendum exceeding-$7%2,500
cumulativelyin a calendar yeawithin this state, shall file
name,mailing and street address and tlzene and the

for any ofice in support of oppposition to one of whom

adisbursement identified in the report is made.
SecTion 15. 11.185 of thestatutes is created to read:
11.185 Redirection of contributions made to con

mailing and street address of a designated agent within
the state with the dite of the secretary of state. An agent duits. (1) In thissection, “sponsor” means a committee,
may be any adult individual who is a resident of this state. including a support committee, political party commit
After any change ithename or address of such agent the tee,legislative campaign committee, and special interest
newaddress or name of the successor agent shall be filedommittee but excluding a personal campaign commit
within 30 days. Service of process in any proceeding tee, that is associated with a conduit.

underthis chapter or ch. 12, or service of any other notice  (2) A conduit may redirect any contribution received
or demand may be made upon such agent. from an individual olorganization to a sponsor, drthere
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is no sponsQrto an administrative fund of the conduit if
all of the following apply:

(&) The conduit has held the contribution fofeast
24 consecutive months, including tBé months immedi
ately preceding the &ctive date of this paragraph ....
[LRB inserts date], over which time the individual or
organizatiorthat made the contribution has made ne con
tactwith the conduit.

(b) Either of the following apply:

1. The conduit has, over the 24-month period
describedn par (a), attempted in good faith tmntact
theindividual or oganization that made the contribution
atleast 10 times, and has documented eachattexmpt,

_4_

2013 Senate Bill 655

becomesubject to the requiremento Tacilitate imple

mentationof this subsection, the board shall spedify

rule, a type of software that is suitable for compliance

with the electronic filing requirement under this subsec

tion. The software shall allow an authorizedividual

to provide an electronic signature, as defiiresl 137.1

(8). that is subject to a security procedure, as defimed
s.137.1 (13). The board shall provide copies of the-soft

wareto registrants at a price fixed by the board that may

not exceed cost—Each-registrant-who-or-which-files a
reportunder-this-subsection-in-afectronic format shall
also file—a—copy-of the reponvith-the board-that-is
recordedbna-medium-specified-by the -board.-—The-copy

but has been unable to make contact with the individual shallbe-signed-by-an-authorized-individual-and-filed-with

or organization. A conduit may satisfy the requirement
to contact the individual or ganization bytelephoning
the individual or oganization at the last-known tele
phonenumber; by sending a text message tanteid-
ual or olganization at the last-known cellular telephone
number or pager number capable of receiving text mes
sagesby sending d&acsimile transmission to the individ
ual or oiganization at the last—known facsimile transmis
sion number; by sending a letter postcard to the
individual or olganization by U.S. mail; by sending a
messag®y electronic mail; or by any combination of the
foregoing. A conduit may not satisfy the requirement to
attemptin good faith to contact the individual orger
nization at least 10 times if all 10 attempted contacts
occurwithin a period of 30 consecutive days.

2. Thesurvivingspouse or executor of the estate of
a deceased individual that made the contribution autho
rizesthe redirection of the contribution.

(3) If a conduit redirects a contribution under this sec
tion, the conduit shall include in its report underk12?
(5) or 11.20 for thereporting period during which the
contributionis redirected the information about the origi
nal contributor required for reporting purposes under s.
11.06(1) (a) and (b) for the dates on which the contribu
tion is received and redirected and whether the contribu

the board-by eachegistrant-no-later than-the time-pre
scribedfor filing-of the report unddhis-chapter A regis
trantwho or which files a report under this subsection in
an electronic format may file with the board that portion
of the report signed by an authorized individual rather
than submit the electronic signaturetbétindividual.
Theboard shall provide complete instructions to any reg
istrantwho orwhich files a report under this subsection.
In this subsection, the “campaign period” of a candidate,
personalcampaign committe®r support committee
beginsand ends with the “campaign” of the candidate
whosecandidacy is supported, as defined ins2a (17),
andthe “campaign period” of any other registrant begins
on January 1 of eachdd—-numbered year and ends on
DecembeR1 of the following year

SecTion 17. 11.23(1) of the statutes is amended to
read:

11.23(1) Any group or individual may promote
opposea particular vote at any referendum in this state.
Exceptas authorized in s1105 (12) (b) and (13), before
a group makes or accegtsntributions, makes disburse
ments,or incurs obligations in excess-of-$7&0,500in
the aggregate ira calendar year for such purposes, and
beforean individual accepts contributions, makes dis
bursementsor incurs obligations irexcess of-$750

tion is redirected to a sponsor or to an administrative fund $2,500in the aggregate in a calendar year for such pur

of the conduit.

SecTioN 16. 11.21(16) of the statutes is amended to
read:

11.21(16) Require each registrant for whom the
boardserves as filing dicer and who or which accepts
contributionsin a total amount or value of $20,000 or
more during a campaign period to file each campaign
financereport that is required to be filed under this ehap
terin an electronidormat, and accept from any other+eg
istrantfor whom the board serves as a filingjagr any
campaigrfinance report that is required to be filed under
this chapter in an electronic format. A registrant who or
which becomes subject toraquirement to file reports in
anelectronic formatinder this subsection shall initially
file the registrang report in an electronic format for the
periodwhich includes the date on which the registrant

poses,the group or individual shall file eegistration
statementinder s. 1.05 (1), (2) o(2r). In the case of a
groupthe name anthailing address of each of itfioérs
shallbe given in the statement. Every group and every
individual under this section shall designate a campaign
depositoryaccount under s.1114. Every groughall
appointa treasurerwho may delegate authority but is
jointly responsible for the actions of his or her authorized
designedor purposes of civil liability under this chapter
The appropriate filing dfcer shall be notified by a group
of any change in itseasurer within 10 days of the change
unders. 11.05 (5). The treasurer ofgaoup shall certify
the correctnessf each statement or report submitted by
it under this chapter

SecTioN 18. 11.26 (9) (a) of the statutes is amended
toread:
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11.26(9) (&) No individualwho is a candidate for
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tion, unless the communication is made by a candidate,

stateor local ofice may receive and accept more than 65 personalcampaign committee, support committee of a

percentof the value of the total disbursement level deter
minedunder s. 1.31 for the dice for which he or she is

candidateauthorized under s1105 (3) (p). or a political
party. Activities that are not restricted under this subsec

a candidate during any primary and election campaign tion are not subject to an attribution requirement under

combinedfrom all committees subject to a filing require
ment,including political party and legislative campaign
committees.including any transfer from any personal
campaigncommittee to another personal campaigm
mittee

SecTioN 19. 11.26 (9) (b) of the statutes is amended
to read:

11.26(9) (b) No individualwho is a candidate for

sub.(2) andneed not be reported as a contribution or dis
bursement.

SecTion 21m. 11.38 (1) (a) 3. of the statutes is
amendedo read:

11.38(1) (a) 3. No corporationr association speci
fied in subd. 1. may annuallgxpend-mor¢han-a-com
binedtotal-of $500-annuallfor solicitation of contribu
tions to a fund established under subd. 2. or to a conduit

stateor local ofice may receive and accept more than 45 morethan the greater of $20,000 or @ércent of the

percentof the value of the total disbursement level deter
minedunder s. 1.31 for the dice for which he or she is

a candidate during any primary and election campaign

combinedfrom all committees other than political party
andlegislative campaign committees subject to a filing
requirementnot including any transfer from amper

amountof contributions in the previous year to the fund
establishedinder subd. 2. or to a conduit

SecTioN 23. 13.625 (1) (c) (intro.) of the statutes is
amended to read:

13.6251) (c) (intro.) Except as permitted in this sub
section,personallymake a campaign contribution, as

sonalcampaign committee to another personal campaigndefinedin s. 1L.01(6), to a partisan elective statdical

committee

SecTioN 20. 11.30 (4) of the statutes is amended to
read:

11.30(4) No owner or other person with a financial
interestin a communications medium may utilize such
mediumin support of or iropposition to a candidate or
referendunmexcept as provided in this chapter

(4m) This chapter shall not lmnstrued to restrict
fair coverage of bona fide newtories, interviews with
candidatesind other politicallyactive individuals, edito
rial comment or-endorsement.—Such-activiédiorials

for the purpose of promoting thefiofal’s election to any
national,state or local ofice;; or to a candidate for a par
tisanelective state dite to be filled at the general elec
tion or a special electionpr to the oficial’s or candi
date’'spersonal campaigoommittee. A_lobbyist may
personallymake acampaign contribution to a partisan
elective state ditial or candidate for partisan elective
stateoffice or-his-or-heto thepersonal campaign cem
mitteemay-be-madef the oficial or candidateén theyear
of a candidate’ election between-Junetlie first day
authorizedby law for the circulation of nomination

by any broadcasting station, cable television operator orpapersasa candidate at a general election or special elec

producerinternet site, or newspaper or other periodical tion and the day of the general electmmspecial elec

publication.including an Internebr electronic publica

tion, except that:




