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2015 WISCONSIN ACT 208

AN ACT to create 15.07 (5m) (d), 15.675, 20.235 (3), 38.50 (1) (e) 9. and 10., subchapter \bftittegpter 39
[precedes39.85], 39.85, 39.86, 39.87 a@d7.01 (13) (yo) and (yp) of the statutesating to: creating a Distance
LearningAuthorization Board and making an appropriation.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in SecTioN 3. 20.235 (3) of the statutes is created to
senate and assembly, do enact as follows: read:
20.235 (3) DISTANCE LEARNING AUTHORIZATION
Section 1. 15.07(5m) (d) of the statutes is created BoARD. (g) General operations. All moneys received
toread: from fees collected under s. 39.86 (5) for the operations
15.07 (5m) (d) Distance learning authorization andadministration of the distance learning authorization
board. The members of the distance learning autheriza board.
tion board shall not be reimbursed for expenses under  SecTtion 4. 38.50 (1) (e) 9. and 10. of the statutes
sub.(5). createdo read:
SecTioN 2. 15.675 of the statutes ¢seated to read: 38.50(1) (e) 9. The distance education program of an
15.675 Same; attached board. (1) DISTANCE eligible institution that has been authorized by the dis
LEARNING AUTHORIZATION BOARD. There is created a dis  tancelearning authorization board under s. 39.86 (3) (a)
tancelearningauthorization board, for higher education, 1.
thatis attached to the higher educational aids board under 10. If the distance learning authorization board enters
s.15.03 and that consists of all of the following members: into an agreement under s. 39.86 (2) (a), a postsecondary
(&) The president of the University ofdtonsin Sys institutionto which all of the following apply:

temor his or her designee. a. Theinstitution does not have its principal campus
(b) The president of the technical college system asin this state.
appointed under s. 38.04 (2) or his or her designee. b. The jurisdiction in which the institution has its

(c) The president of the Mtonsin Association of  principalcampus has joined an agreement, as defined in
IndependentColleges andUniversities or his or her s.39.86 (1) (a), of which this state is a member or for
designee. which thereis reciprocity with the agreement entered into

(d) The executive secretary of the educational by the distance learning authorization board under s.
approvalboard. 39.86(2) (a).

(e) One person representing tribal colleges in this c. The institution has obtained authorization, from
state,appointed for a 4-year term. thejurisdictionin which the institution has its principal

* Section 9911, WIsconsINSTATUTES: Effective date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislature over thegy
partialveto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it taflees siiall take ééct on the day after its date of publication.”
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campusto offer distance education programsstadents 3. The institution has authorjtwhich is not derived
locatedbeyond the borders of the statbere the institu underthis sectionto ofer in this state degrees at the asso
tion is located. ciatelevel or higher

SecTioN 5. Subchapter \{title) of chapter 39 [pre 4. The institution ders any distance education pro
cedes39.85] of the statutes is created to read: gram and grantdegrees or certificates in connection

CHAPTER 39 with the program.
SUBCHAPTER V (2) AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT.
DISTANCE LEARNING (a) Subject to parb), the board, on behalf of this state,
AUTHORIZATION BOARD may enter into an agreement.

SecTioN 6. 39.85 of the statutes is created to read: (b) 1. Before enteringnto an agreement, the board

39.85 Definitions. In this subchapter: shall provide written notice to th@int committee on

(1) “Board” means the distance learniagthoriza financeof the board intention to enter into an agree
tion board. ment,which notice shall include a copy of the agreement.

(2) “Other jurisdiction” or “anothejurisdiction” 2. If, within 14 working days after the date of the
meansany state of the United States other thascdh- notice under subd. 1.the cochairpersons of the joint

sin, any foreign countrythe District of Columbia, the = committeeon finance do not notify thboard that the
commonwealtlof Puerto Rico, or any territory or posses committeehas scheduledraeeting to review the boasd’

sionof the United States. proposako enter into the agreement, the board eragr
SecTioN 7. 39.86 of the statutes is created to read: into the agreement. If, within 14 workimtays after the
39.86 Distance education reciprocity agreement. dateof the notice, the cochairpersons of toenmittee

(1) DeriniTions. In this section: notify the board that the committee has scheduled a meet
(a) “Agreement” means any of the following: ing to review the board’proposal to enter into the agree

1. The agreement developed by the National Council ment,the board may nanter into the agreement unless
for State Authorization Reciprocity Agreements that, as the committee approves.
of the efective date of this subdivision. [LRB inserts (c) If the board enters into an agreement under par
date],is known as the “State Authorization Reciprocity (@), the board shall comply with the provisions of the
Agreement’and that, for the region that includes this agreement.

state, is administered undethe midwestern higher (d) If the board enters into an agreement under par
educationcompact entered into by thigate under s.  (a),the board shall provide notice to the legislatizfer
39.80. encebureau and the legislativeference bureau shall
2. Any amendment or supersedimgrsion of the publisha notice of the statjoinder in the agreement in
agreementlescribed in subd. 1. theWisconsin administrative register under s. 35.93 (2).

3. Any other interstate reciprocity agreement related (e) If the board enters into an agreement under par
to state authorization and oversight of postsecondary(a),the board shall be this statééad contact agenayr
institutions that ofer distance education to students portalagencyfor purposes of the agreemeintluding
locatedbeyond the borders of the stathere the institu administrationenforcement, andompliance under the
tion is located. agreement.

(b) “Distance education program” means therarfig (3) PowERSAND DUTIES OF THE BOARD. (a) Subject
of courses for credit to students in another jurisdiction to sub. (7), ifthe board enters into an agreement under
thatwill lead to a degree or certificate from the institution sub.(2) (a), the board shall do all of the following:
offering the course, but also includes noncredit courses 1. Review and authorize eligible institutions for the
andfield experiences &éred as part of the program. offering of distance education programs, consistent with

(c) “Eligible institution” means a postsecondary theprovisions of the agreement.
institutionto which all of the following apply: 2. Create and maintain a list of eligible institutions

1. The institution holds institutional accreditation by authorizedoy the board under subd. 1.
name,as a single entityfrom an accrediting agency or 3. Maintain and administer a complaint resolution
associatiorthat is recognized by the federal secretary of processgonsistent with the provisions of the agreement,
educationas meeting the criteria established un2lér  for complaints related to the distance education programs
USC 1099band that has formal recognition to accredit of eligible institutions authorized by the board, including

distanceeducation programs. complaintsoriginating outside of this state. Them
2. The institution maintains its principal campus in plaint resolution process shall require complaints to be
this state, and this state is the state wherénttéution's first addressed at the institutional level.

principal campus holds its institutional accreditation as 4. Monitor the eligible institutions authorized by the
describedn subd. 1. boardwith respect to consumer protection of students


http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/usc/20%20USC%201099b
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/usc/20%20USC%201099b

2015 Senate Bill 511

enrolledin these institutions’ distance educatipro-
grams.
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(6) JURISDICTIONAL DIVISION. (@) The regulatory
authorityof the board is limited to the authority specified

5. Compile and provide data related to students in this section and summarized in jpd).

enrolled in board—authorized distance educatjom-

(b) If the board enters into an agreement under sub.

gramsto the extent required by the agreement. The (2) (a), all of the following apply:

board’'sresponsibility under this subdivision is subject to
any provision of state or federal laprotecting the pri
vacy of student data.

6. Administer and enforce the provisions of the
agreementincluding through investigation and appro
priate action, with respect to those eligible institutions
authorizedby the board. The board may take action; con
sistentwith the provisions of theagreement, against a
non—-complyingeligible institution, including suspend
ing or revoking, or denying renewal of, the eligible insti
tution’s authorization under subd. 1.

7. Work cooperatively with any other jurisdiction
that has entered into the agreemant], as applicable,
other agencies of this state with responsibilitidt
includeconsumer protection aversight of postsecond
ary institutions.

8. Beginning with the first January 30 to occur not
lessthan 6 months after the board enters intcaifiee

ment,and no later than January 30 of each year thereafter

andalso uporspecific request of the governsubmit a

reportto the governor and to the chief clerk of each house
of the legislature for distribution to the legislature under

s.13.172 (2) that summarizes the boaralktions taken
duringthe immediately preceding calendar yesating
to the provisions of the agreement.

(b) If the board enters into an agreement under sub.

(2) (a),the board may impose, upon eligible institutions

authorizedby the board, any requirement dictated by or

consistent with the provisioref the agreement, includ

ing requiring the institution to do any of the following:
1. Provide a complaint forrfor student complaints

relatedto the institutiors distance education programs.

1. The board has jurisdiction oveostsecondary
institutionsonly with respect to distance education-pro
gramsof eligible institutions.

2. Thissection does not grant the board responsibility
or control over the operations of a postsecondary institu
tion headquartered in this state, includimith respect to
curriculum, admission requirements, graduatistan
dards finances, student information covered by federal
or state privacy laws, or governanteyond the provi
sionsof the agreement.

(7) VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION BY POSTSECONDARY
INSTITUTIONS. If the board enters into an agreement under
sub.(2) (a), an eligible institution is not required to obtain
authorizationfrom the board for its distance education
programbut, if the institution elects not to obtain the
board’sauthorization, the institution may not receargy
benefitunder the agreement and is subject to applicable
federaland state laws of any otherisdiction where the
studentis located.

SecTion 8. 39.87 of the statutes is created to read:

39.87 Listing of exempt institutions. (1) DEeFINI-
TIONS. In this section, “prograrmtegrity rules” means
thefinal regulations of the federal department of educa
tion set forth in 75 Fed. Reg. 66832 to 66975 (Oct@ber
2010),as amended.

(2) LiIsTOFEXEMPTINSTITUTIONS. (a) The board shall
createand maintain a list of the names of all postsecond
ary institutions that, under the program integrity rules,
arelegally authorized in this state and constitute institu
tionsof higher education und2p USC 1001a) (2)and
that are exempt from additional state authorization

2. Compile and provide data to the board relating to "équirementsas provided undethe program integrity

the institution’s distance educatioprograms and stu

rules. The board shall make this list available to the-pub

dentsenrolled in these programs, subject to any provision lic.

of state or federal law protecting tpavacy of student
data.

(b) At leastannually the board shall provide the list
of names of exempt institutions unge (a) to the legis

(c) If the board enters into an agreement under sub.lative reference bureau and the legislative reference
(2) (a), the board may establish procedures Consistentburealsha” publISh the list in the Mtonsinadministra

with the provisions of the agreement.

(4) SraFrING. The board may require each ageocy
organization represented on the bo@rgrovide stding
resourcegor the board.

(5) Fees. The board may establiseasonable fees to
be imposed in connection with any function or service
providedby the board under this section, including fees
for authorizingeligible institutions for the &ring of dis
tance education programs.All fees collected by the

tive register under s. 35.93 (2).

(3) ReporTs. No later than January 30, 2017, and by
JanuanB0 of each yeahereafterand also upon specific
request of the governdheboardshall submit a report to
the governor and to the chief clerk of each house of the
legislaturefor distribution to the legislature under s.
13.172(2) that summarizes the boardctions taken dur
ing the immediately preceding calendar year relating to
thelist of exempt institutions under sub. (2) (a) and €com

boardshallbe credited to the appropriation account under pliancewith related requirements and regulations of the

5.20.235 (3) (9).

federal department of education.
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SecTioN 9. 227.01(13) (yo) and (yp) of the statutes 39.86(3) (c) or fees under s. 39.86 (5).
arecreated to read: (yp) Lists exempt institutions under s. 39.87 (2).
227.01(13) (yo) Establishes procedures under




