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2009 WISCONSIN ACT 97

AN ACT to amend 346.05 (1) (a), 346.05 (3), 346.08 (intro.) and (1), 346.09 (4), 346.13 (2), 346.15, 346.18 (2),
346.31(3) (title), (a) and (b), 346.31 (4), 346.33 (1), 346.33 (2), 346.34 (1) (b), 346.35 (1), 346.37 (1) (a) 1., 346.37
(1) (c) 3., 346.37 (1) (d) 1., 346.80 (2) (a) 2. and 34@};@o repeal and recreate 346.33 (title); ando create 340.01
(73r),346.33 (1) (e) and (f) and 346.33 (1m) of the statutdating to: U-turns on highways and providing a pen

alty.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in
senate and assembly, do enact as follows:

SecTion 1. 340.01 (73r) othe statutes is created to
read:

340.01(73r) “U-turn” means the turning of a vehicle
soas to proceed in the opposite direction.

SecTioN 2. 346.05 (1) (a) of thetatutes is amended
to read:

346.05(1) (a) When making an approach for a left
turn or U-turn under circumstances in which the rules
relatingto left turns or U-turngequire driving on théeft
half of the roadway; or

SecTioN 3. 346.05 (3) of the statutes is amended to
read:

346.05(3) Any vehicle proceeding upon a roadway
at less than the normal speed of firakt the time and

SecTIoN 4. 346.08 (intro.) and (1) of the statutes are
amendedo read:

346.08 When overtaking and passing on the right
permitted. (intro.) The operatasf a vehicle may over
takeand pass another vehiaipon the right only under
conditionspermitting-suctthe movement in safety and

only if the operator can do so-without-driving-tie

pavemengpmaln%edpemmmhewhlle remain
ing on either theoadway or a paved shouldand then

only under the following conditions:

(1) When the vehicle overtakennsaking or about
to make a left turn_or U-turror

SecTioN 5. 346.09 (4) of the statutes is amended to
read:

346.09(4) Other provisions of this section notwith
standingthe operator of a vehicle-shalbynotovertake
andpass on the left any other vehicle which, by means of

placeand under the conditions then existing shall be signalsas required by s. 346.34 (ff)dicates its intention

drivenin the right—hand lane then available forftcafor

asclose as practicable to the right—-hand edge or curb of

the roadway except when overtaking and passing

anothervehicle proceeding in the same direction or when

preparingfor a left turn or U-turrat an intersection or a
left turn into a private road or drivewagnd except as
providedin s. 346.072.

to make a left turn_or U-turn

SecTioN 6. 346.13 (2) of the statutes is amended to
read:

346.13(2) Upon a 2-way roadway which is divided
into 3 lanes the operator of a vehicle-shadly not drive
in the center lane except whemertaking and passing
anothervehicle where the roadway is clearly visible and
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suchthe center lane is clear of tfaf within a safe dis
tance,or in preparation foa left turn or U-turnor where
suchthecenter lane is at the time allocated exclusively to
traffic moving in the direction the vehicle is proceeding
andis marked or posteth give notice of sucthealloca
tion.

SecTION 7. 346.15 of the statutes is amended to read:

346.15Driving on divided highway. Whenever any
highwayhas been divided into 2 roadways by an inter
veningunpaved or otherwise clearly indicated dividing
spaceor by a physical barrier-stonstructed-ato sub
stantiallyimpede crossing by vehicular fiief the opera
tor of a vehicle shall drive only to the right of suitle
spaceor barrier and no operator ofvahicle shall drive
over, across,or within -any-suchthe space or barrier
exceptthrough an opening or at a crossover or intersec
tion established by the authority in charof the mainte
nanceof the highwayexcept that the operator of a vehicle
whenmaking a left turn to or from a private driveway
alley, or highway or making a U-tunmay drive across
apaved dividing space or a physical barrier-not@o
structedasto impede crossing by vehicular fiaf unless
suchthe crossing is prohibitetdy signs erected by the
authorityin chage of the maintenance of the highway

SecTioN 8. 346.18 (2) of the statutes is amended to
read:

346.18(2) TURNING LEFT OR MAKING A U-TURN AT
INTERSECTION. The operator o& vehicle within an inter

sectionintending to turn to the left-across-the path-of any

vehicleapproaching-from-the opposite-directmmmake
aU-turnshall yield the right-of-way to-su@myvehicle

approachindrom the opposite direction

SecTioN 9. 346.31 (3) (title), (a) and (b) of the stat
utesare amended to read:

346.31(3) (title) LEFT TURNSAND U-TURNS

(&) The approach for a left turn Brturn shall be
madein thatthelane farthest to the left which is lawfully
availableto trafic moving in the direction of travel of the
vehicleabout to turn left.Unless otherwise marked or
postedthis means the lane immediately to tight of the
centerline or center dividing strip af 2—way highway
andthe lane next to the left—hand curb or edge ofdhd
way of a one-way highway

(b) The intersectiorshall be entered in the lane of
approachand, whenever practicable, the left turn or
U-turnshall be made in that porti@f the intersection
immediatelyto the left of the center of the intersection.
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marked. A left turn into a 2—way highway havirgn
unevenumber of lanes shalle made so as to enter the
highwayin the lane immediately to the right of the center
lane.

SecTion 11. 346.33 (title) of the statuteslispealed
andrecreated to read:

346.33(title) U-turns.

SecTioN 12. 346.33 (1) of the statutes is amentizd
read:

346.33(1) The operator of a vehicle-shaflay not
turnthe vehicle so-as-to-proceed-in-the-oppositedirection
makea U-turnupon a highwawt any of the following
places:

(a) At any intersection at which tfaf is being con
trolled by trafic-control-signals-or-bya trafic officer;
unlessinstructed by the fiter to make a U-turn.

(b) In mid-block on any street in a business district,
exceptwhere the highway is a divided highway and
wherethe-turnU-turnis made at an opening or crossover
established by the authority in charofthemaintenance
of the highway

(c) In mid—block on anyhrough highway in a resi
dencedistrict, except where the highway isdavided
highwayand where the-turd—-turnis made at an opening
or crossover established by the authority in ghanf the
maintenancef the highway

(d) At any place where signs prohibiting-such-tarn
U-turnhave been erectdyy the authority in chge of the
maintenancef the highway

SecTioN 13. 346.33 (1) (e) and (f) of the statutae
createdo read:

346.33(1) (e) Upon a curve or upon the approach to
or near the crestf a grade on any undivided highway
wherethe vehicle canndbe seen by the driver of any
other vehicle within 500 feet approaching from any
direction.

() At any place where a U-turn cannot be made
safelyor without interfering with other trag.

SecTioN 14. 346.33 (1m) of the statutes is created
read:

346.33(1m) The operator of a vehicle shall exercise
duecare when making a U-turn upon a highway and shall
only make aU-turn when the movement can be made
safelyand without interfering with other tifad.

SecTioN 15. 346.33 (2) of the statutes is amentzd
read:

346.33(2) The operator of a vehicle-shaflay not

For the purposes of this paragraph, a divided highway back the vehicle-into-an-intersectiabwhich-turns-are

intersectedy any other highway is considered todoe
intersection.

SecTion 10. 346.31 (4) of the statutes is amended to
read:

346.31(4) LEFTTURNSAND U-TURNSON 3-LANE HIGH-
ways. On a 2-way highway having an uneven nunaber
lanesthe approach for left turn_or U-turrshall be made
in the center lane-therepfinless otherwise posted or

prohibitedby sub. (1) (a) for the purpose-of turning the
vehicleso-as-toproceed-in-the-opposite-direction-upon the
highwayat an intersection controlled by afficial traffic
controldevice for the purpose of making a U-turn

SecTioN 16. 346.34 (1) (b) of the statutes is amended
toread:

346.34(1) (b) Inthe event any other tfadf may be
affectedby suchthe movement, no person may &on
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any vehicle without giving an appropriate signal in the yield the right—of-wayto pedestrians, bicyclists, and-rid
mannerprovided in s. 346.35A person making a U-turn  ersof electric personal assistive mobility devices-aw
shall use the same signal used to indicate a left turn.fully within a crosswalk, to operators of vehicles making
When given by the operator of a vehicle other than a alawful U-turn,and to other tréitt lawfully using the

bicycle or electric personal assistive mobilitievice, intersection.

suchthe signal shall be given continuously duringt SecTion 20. 346.37 (1) (d) 1. of the statutes is
lessthan the last 100 feet traveled by the vehicle before amendedo read:

turning. The operator of a bicycler electric personal 346.37(1) (d) 1. \ehicular trafic facing a green
assistivemobility device shall give-sudesignal con arrowsignal may enter the intersection otdymake the

tinuously during not less than the 1250 feet traveled  movementindicated by thearrow but shall yield the
beforeturning. A signal by the hand and arm need not be right-of-wayto pedestrians, bicyclists, and riders of
givencontinuously if the hand is needed in the control or gjectric personal assistive mobility devicdawfully

operationof the bicycle or electric personal assistive \yithin a crosswalk and to other fiaflawfully using the

mobility device. th , intersection. Vehicular trafic facing a left turn arrow
SecTion 17. 346.35 (1) of the statutes is amené®d oy make a U-turn unless a sign prohibits U—turns.

read: : P :
Whenthe green arrow signal indicates a right or left turn
346.35(1) Left turn or U-tumn—Hand and arm traffic shall cautiously enter the intersection.

extendechorizontally :
. SecTioN 21. 346.80 (2) (a) 2. of the statutes is
SecTioN 18. 346.37 (1) (a) 1. of the statutes is amendedo read:

amendedo read: .
. . . 346.80(2) (a) 2. When preparinfpr a left turn_or
346.37(1) (a) 1. \éhicular trafic facing a green sig U-—turnat an intersection or a left tuimo a private road

nal may proceed straight through, make a U-tarryurn

right or left unless a sigat such place prohibits-either or driveway .
sgehtumthe turning ma%euv.elnut Sehicuﬁ’ar trdic shall SECTION 22.349.10 (2) of the statutes is amenizd
ead:

yield the right-of-way to other vehiclemd to pedes

trians lawfully within the intersection or an adjacent 349.10(2) No local authority shall declare any part

crosswalkat the time-sucthesignal is exhibited. of a cqnnecting highwapetween portions_ of the state
SecTion 19. 346.37 (1) (c) 3. of the statutes is trunk highway system to be a one-way highway or pro
amendedo read: hibit right or leftturns_or U-turnst any intersection of

346.37(1) (c) 3. \ehicular trafic facing a red signal ~ One sucttonnectinchighway with another without due
atan intersection mawfter stoppings required under ~ regardfor the expeditious flow of intercity triad using
subd.1., cautiously enter the intersection to make a right the state trunk highwayand without first conferring with
turn into the nearest lawfully available lane for tiaf ~ thedepartment on the problems involved.

movingto the right or to turn left from a one-way high SecTion 23.Initial applicability .

way into the nearest lawfully available lane of a one-way (1) This act first applies to violations committed on
highwayon which vehicular trét travels to the leftNo the efective date of this subsection.

turn may be made on a red signal if lanes of movingjdraf SecTION 24.Effective date.

arecrossed or if a sign at the intersection prohibits a turn. (1) This act takes &fct on the January 1 after publi
In making a turn on a red signathicular trafic shall cation.




