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2013 ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION 39

May 31, 2013 - Introduced by Representatives KuGLITSCH, KAUFERT, KESTELL,
SUDER, BROOKS, HULSEY, KAPENGA, T. LARSON, MURPHY, RIPP, SINICKI, SPIROS,
TAUCHEN, THIESFELDT, MURTHA, KOOYENGA, TITTL, WRIGHT and VRUWINK,
cosponsored by Senators TIFFANY, LAZICH, GROTHMAN, HANSEN, LASSA, SCHULTZ
and L. TAYLOR. Referred to Committee on Rules.

Relating to: requesting the International Olympic Committee to keep wrestling in
the Olympic Games.

Whereas, the executive board of the International Olympic Committee (I0C)
reviewed 26 sports on its summer program and decided to cut wrestling, stunning
the world’s wrestlers, who see their sport as popular and steeped in history as old as
the Olympics themselves; and

Whereas, while wrestling will be included at the 2016 Olympics in Rio de
Janeiro, it will not be included in the 2020 Olympic Games; and

Whereas, the executive board of the IOC voted after reviewing an I0OC program
commission report that analyzed 39 criteria, including TV ratings, ticket sales,
global participation, and popularity; and

Whereas, according to IOC documents, wrestling ranked “low” in several of the

technical criteria; and
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Whereas, the decision to phase out wrestling will have a detrimental impact on
many teams around the world, including the United States, whose wrestling medals
are only outnumbered by medals for swimming and track and field; and

Whereas, wrestling is also one of the most popular youth sports in the United
States, with nearly 275,000 competitors from 2010 to 2011; and

Whereas, Wisconsin has a rich tradition of wrestling excellence and has
produced many Olympic medalists; and

Whereas, wrestling is a diverse, popular, and historic sport, and it is fitting and
proper that the IOC keep wrestling in the Olympic Games after the 2016 Olympics
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the assembly, the senate concurring, That the members of the
legislature strongly urge the International Olympic Committee to keep wrestling in
the Olympic Games after the 2016 Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; and, be it
further

Resolved, That the assembly chief clerk is authorized and directed to transmit
a copy of this resolution to the executive board of the International Olympic
Committee.

(END)



