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AN ACT to amend 196.504 (title), 196.504 (1) (a) 3., 196.504 (2) (c) and 196.85 (1m) (b}panehte 196.504
(1) (ae), 196.504 (3), 196.504 (4), 196.504 (5), 196.504 (6), 196.504 (7), 196.504 19ba0# (9) of the statutes;
relating to: duties of the Public Service Commission urttierbroadband expansion grant program and certification

of political subdivisions under that program.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in
senate and assembly, do enact as follows:

SecTioN 1. 196.504 (title) of the statutes is amended
to read:

196.504(title) Broadband expansion grant po-
gram;_Broadband Forward! community certifica-
tion.

SecTioN 2. 196.504 (1) (a) 3. of the statutes is
amendedo read:

196.504(1) (a) 3. A-cityvillage,-town,—or-county
political subdivisionthat submits an application in part
nership with an eligible applicant under subd. 1. or 2.

SecTion 3. 196.504 (1) (ae) of the statutesisated
to read:

196.5041) (ae) “Political subdivision” means a Gity
village, town, or county

SecTioN 4. 196.504 (2) (c) of thetatutes, as fafcted
by 2015 Wisconsin Act 55is amended to read:

196.504(2) (c) To establiskcriteria for evaluating
applicationsand awarding grants under this section. The
criteriashall prohibit grants that have théeet of subsi
dizing the expensesf a provider otelecommunication
provider telecommunications service, as defined in s.
182.017(1g)(cq), or the monthly bills of telecommuni
cationscustomers of those provider3he criteria shall

give priority to projects that include matching funds, that
involve public—private partnerships, thatfedt areas
with no broadband service providers, that sgalable,
that promote economic developmenmt; that afect a
largegeographic area or a ¢gr number of underserved
individualsor communities.

SecTioN 5. 196.504(3) of the statutes is created to
read:

196.504(3) The commission shall encourage the
developmenbf broadband infrastructure imderserved
areasf the state and do all of the following:

(a) Provide comprehensive information concerning
permits required for broadband network projeetsd
relatedbusiness activities in the state and make this-infor
mationavailable to any person.

(b) Work with other stateand local government
offices, departments, and administrative entititss
encouragdimely and dicient issuance of permiisnd
resolutionof related issues.

(c) Encourage local and federal government agencies
to coordinate activities related to approving applications
andissuing permits related to broadband network-proj
ects.

SecTIoN 6. 196.504(4) of the statutes is created to
read:

* Section 9911, WIsconsINSTATUTES: Effective date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislature over thegy
partialveto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it taflees siiall take ééct on the day after its date of publication.”
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196.504(4) A political subdivision may apply to the
commissionfor certification as a Broadband Forward!
community The commission shall prescribe the form
andmanner for making an application. T¢@mmmission
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performany other activity related to a broadband- net
work project is reasonable.

(k) Allowing all forms, applications, and documenta
tion related to a broadband network project to be filed and

shallprescribe a process for public notice and comment signedby electronic or another means authorized by the

on an application for a period of last 30 days after the

applicationis received, except that the process does not

apply to an application by a political subdivision that

enactsa model ordinance developed under sub. (9) (a) or

submits a written statement under sub. (9) (b). The com
missionshall approve an application aceltify a polit

cal subdivision as a Broadbaikarward! community if
the commission determines that the politisabdivision
hasenacted an ordinance that complies with sub. (5). If
the process$or public notice and comment applies to an
application thecommission shall, before approving the
application,consider any publicomments made regard
ing the application.

SecTioN 7. 196.504(5) of the statutes is created to
read:

196.504(5) A political subdivision may not be certi
fied as a Broadband Forward! community under sub. (4)
unlessthe political subdivision enacts an ordinance for
reviewing applications and issuing permits related to
broadbanchetworkprojects that provides for all of the
following:

(a) Appointing a single point of contact for all matters
relatedto a broadband network project.

(b) Requiring the political subdivision to determine
whetheran application is complete and notifying the
applicantabout the determination writing within 10
daysof receiving the application.

(c) If the politicalsubdivision does not believe that
anapplication is complete, requirinige written notifica
tion under par(b) to specify in detail the required infor
mationthat is incomplete.

(d) If the political subdivision does not make the writ
ten notification required under pa¢b), requiring the
political subdivision to consider an application to be
complete.

(e) Allowing an applicant to resubmit an application
asoften as necessary until the application is complete.

(f) Within 60 days ofeceiving an application that is
completerequiring the political subdivision to approve
or deny the application and provide the applicant written
notification of the approval or denial.

(g) If the political subdivision denies an application,
requiringthe political subdivision to include in the writ
tennotification under paif) evidence that the denil
not arbitrary and capricious.

(h) Requiring that an application isonsidered
approvedand any required permit is issued if the political
subdivisiondoes not provide the writtenotification
underpar. (f).

(i) Providing that any fee imposed by the political
subdivisionto review an application, issue a permit, or

commission.

SecTioN 8. 196.504(6) of the statutes is created to
read:

196.504(6) A political subdivision that the commis
sion has certified as a Broadband Forward! community
undersub. (4) may not do any of the following:

(a) Require an applicant to designaténal contrae
tor to complete a broadband network project.

(b) Impose an unreasonable fee to review an applica
tion or issue a permit for a broadband network project
application. Any application fee that exceeds $100 is
consideredunreasonable.

(c) Impose a moratorium of any kind on the approval
of applications and issuance of permits for broadband
networkprojects or on construction related to broadband
networkprojects.

(d) Discriminate among providers t#flecommuni
cationsservice, as defined in s. 182.017 (19g) (cq), oF pub
lic utilities with respect to any action described in this
sectionor otherwise related to a broadband network-proj
ect, including granting access to public rights—of-way
infrastructureand poles, river and bridge crossings,
any other physical assets owned or controlled by the
political subdivision.

(e) As a condition for approving an application or
issuinga permitfor a broadband network project or for
any other purpose, require the applicant to do any of the
following:

1. Provide any service or make available any part of
the broadband networRroject to the political subdivi
sion.

2. Except for reasonable fees allowed under sub. (5)
(i), make anypayment to or on behalf of the political sub
division.

SecTioN 9. 196.504(7) of the statutes is created to
read:

196.504(7) Upon the request of a broadband service
provider,the commission may decertify a political subdi
vision as a Broadband Forward! community if the politi
cal subdivision fails to comply with or modifies the ordi
nancerequiredfor certification under sub. (4) or violates
sub.(6).

SecTioN 10. 196.504 (8) of the statutéscreated to
read:

196.5048) Upon a complaint that an applicatifae
underan ordinance required for certification under sub.
(4) is unreasonable, the commission shall determine
whetherthe fee is reasonablén the proceeding for mak
ing that determination, the political subdivision hhs
burdenof proving the reasonableness of any function
undertakenby the political subdivision as part of the
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applicationprocess and the reasonableness of the costs ofubdivisionshall, when applying for certification under

thosefunctions. sub.(4), provide the commission withwritten statement
SecTioN 11. 196.504 (9) of the statutéscreated to  thatdescribes the ordinance and how the ordinanee dif
read: fersfrom the model ordinance.

196.504(9) (a) The commission may develop a Section 12. 196.85 (1m) (b) of the statutes is
modelordinance that complies with sub. (5) for a politi amendedo read:
cal subdivision to review applications and issue permits 196.851m) (b) For the purposef direct assessment
related to broadband network projects. under sub. (1) of expenses incurred by the commission in
(b) If the commission develops a modetinance connectionwith its activities under s. 196.04 (2) @,
underpar (a) and a political subdivision enacts detif the term “public utility” includes a video service pro
ent ordinancethat complies with sub. (5), the political vider.




