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2011 WISCONSIN ACT 230

AN ACT to repeal 84.305 (1) (c), 84.305 (1) (d), 84.30QB (f), 84.305 (1) (k), 84.305 (2) (a) 1., 84.305 (2) (a) 2.,
84.305(2) (a) 4., 84.305 (2) (b), 84.305 (3) (c), 84.305 (3) (f), 84.305 (5) (b) and 84.305 (b)érlymber and
amend 84.305 (3) (e) and 84.305 (&Y;consolidate, renumber and amend 84.305(2) (a) (intro.) and 3tp amend
84.305(1) (e), 84.305 (1) (h), 84.305 (@), 84.305 (3) (b), 84.305 (3) (d), 84.305 (3) (g), 84.305 (5) (a) and 84.305
(7); andto create 84.305 (1) (cm), 84.305 (2m) (b) and (c), 84.305 (3) (h), 84(3PEg) and (ar), 84.305 (5) (d)
and84.305 (5) (e) of the statuteglating to: maintenance and removal of vegetation obstructing the view of outdoor
advertisingsigns along highways under the jurisdiction of the Departmeniaoisportation.
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The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in ion;

senate and assembly, do enact as follows:

SecTioN 1. 84.305 (1) (c) of the statutes is repealed.

SecTION 2. 84.305 (1) (cm) of thstatutes is created
to read:

84.305(1) (cm) “Natural snow fence” meamsgeta
tion in a highway right—of-way that functions as a berm
or barrier to inhibit the accumulation of snow on the high
way during the winter season.

SecTioN 3. 84.305 (1) (d) of the statutes is repealed.

SecTion 4. 84.305 (1) (e) of thetatutes is amended
to read:

84.305(1) (e) “Sign” has the meaning given in s.
84.30(2) (j), but also includes any sign tlimattached to
a building or similar structure, that is within 100 feet of
a highway right—-of-wayand that advertises activities
conductedn the property on which it is located.

SecTion 5. 84.305 (1) (f) of the statutes is repealed.

SecTION 6. 84.305 (1) (h) of thetatutes is amended
to read:

84.305(1) (h) “Vegetation” means any treghrub,

hedge pr-otherwoody plant,-and-includes planted-vege

M%Mmeluder grass
SecTION 7. 84.305 (1) (k) of the statutes is repealed.
SecTioN 8. 84.305 (2) (a) (intro.) and 3. of tistat

utes are consolidated, renumbered 84.305 (2) and

amendedo read:

84.305(2) Notwithstanding ss. 66.1037 a86.03,

and subject to sub. (2m)pon application, theepart

mentmayshallissue permits to sign owners for the trim

ming, or removal—er—relocatiorof vegetation that is
locatedin the right—of-way of a highway under the juris
diction of the department for maintenance purposes and

thatobstructs a sign if-any-of the-following-applies: 3.
Subject-to-par(b), within a distance of 508ontinuous

feetalong any portion of the viewing zone, any portion
of the face of the sign is not viewable because of an
obstructionto sight by-naturavegetation in the highway
right—of-way.

SecTioN 9. 84.305 (2) (a) 1. of the statutes is
repealed.

SecTioN 10. 84.305 (2) (a) 2. of the statutes is
repealed.

* Section 9911, WisconsIN STaTuTES 2009-10 : BEctive date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislatu
the governotrs partial veto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it tatssbill take ééct on the day after its date of publicati
asdesignated” by the secretary of state [the date of publication may not be more than 10 working days after the date of enactment].
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SecTioN 11. 84.305 (2) (a) 4. of the statutes is
repealed.

SecTioN 12. 84.305 (2) (b) of the statutes is repealed.

SecTioN 13. 84.305 (2m) (b) and (c) of the statutes
arecreated to read:

84.305(2m) (b) The department may impose on a
permit under this section any condition or restriction
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applicationfor a permit under this section, the depart
mentshall notify the applicant of reasofts the denial.
SecTioN 16. 84.305 (3) (c) of the statutes is repealed.
SecTioN 17. 84.305 (3) (d) of the statutes is amended
to read:
84.305(3) (d) A permitissued under this section may
not authorizetrimming, or removal;-or-relocatioof veg

determinedo be necessary or suitable by the departmentetationlocated within a municipality and within 10 feet

if the permit application seeks authorization for the-trim
ming or removal of vegetation atr with respect to any
of the following:

1. An archaeologicdite or site of a federally recog
nized American Indian tribe or band.

2. Alocation that is part of a known habitat of endan
geredspecies or threatened species under s. 29.604.

of the nearest edge of the highway pavement without
prior approvalfor the trimmingor removal,-or-relocation
from the municipality

SecTioN 18. 84.305(3) (e) of the statutes is renum
bered84.305 (2m) (a) and amended to read:

84.305(2m) (a) -A-permitissued-under-this-section
maynot-authorizéhe permittee-to-trim, remove,-orrelo

3. Vegetation that serves as a junkyard screen, aseatevegetatmpm%tene&pnemth&ereene%f the

describedn s. 84.31.

(c) The department may deny an application under gwtaphpmmm{smghedepartmenﬁrem%swwt

this section for a permit for a sign for which the depart
menthas issued a removal order and the remoxder
wasreceived by the sign owner priarthe departmerst’
receiptof the application.

issuea permit_under this secticauthorizing the trim
ming, or removal-orrelocationf vegetation-that,-at-the

time the-sign-was-erectedid-not-obstrucbbstructinghe

view of thea sign_if thedepartment first collected a per

SecTIoN 14. 84.305 (3) (a) of the statutes is amended mit fee under s. 84.30 (10m) for that sign within the

to read:

84.305(3) (a) Subject to pars. (d) to-(€)) and-sub.
subs.(2m) (b),(4), and (6)a permit issued under this sec
tion authorizes the permittee to trim-obstructing-vegeta
tien or removeor-relocatebstructing-individual-plants

vegetationto the extent necessary to eliminate the
obstructionand -remedy-any-condition-specified-under

sub.(2)(a)-1-to-4provide an unobstructed view of a sign
for 500 continuous feet within the viewing zong& per

immediatelypreceding 5 years. Thimragraph does not
applywith respect to a sign that is attached to a building
or similar structure, that is within 100 feet of a highway
right—of-way,and that advertises activities conducted on
the property on which it is located

SecTioN 19. 84.305 (3) (f) of the statutes is repealed.

SecTioN 20. 84.305 (3) () of the statutes is amended
toread:

84.305(3) (g) A permitissued under this section may

mit issued under this section shall specify the vegetationnot authorize the permittee to clear—cut dmghway

or the portion of the highway right—of-way to which the
permitapplies.

SecTioN 15. 84.305 (3) (b) of the statutes is amended
to read:

84.305(3) (b) An application for a permit under this
sectionshall specifically describe the work proposed by
the applicant. The departmeshall grant or deny an
applicationfor a permit under this section, and notify the
applicant of the departmestiecision, within 60 days of

receiptof the application.—\thin-30-days-ofeceiptof-the
ication the.d hal : I

. . ,. I |, .r . II I Il
returnthe-application-to-the-applicant-and-inform the

.  what inf . fically.d ibed,
muspb%pﬁewdedhb%th%appheanuempletg the

e

right-of-way. The permit authorizes the permittee to
trim; or remove-orrelocatenly the vegetation specified
in the permit, or only vegetation within the area of the
right—of-wayspecified in the permit, in accordance with
the terms of the permit.__All trimming of vegetation
authorizedunder a permit shall be performed in com
pliance with applicable standards of the American
National Standards Institute, but if the trimming cannot
beaccomplished in compliance with these standards, the
vegetatiormay be removed and replacasiprovided in
sub.(5).

SecTioN 21. 84.305 (3) (h)f the statutes is created
toread:

84.305(3) (h) All trimming and removal of vegeta
tion under a permit issued under sub. (2), and all planting

ation of vegetation under sulf5), shall be conducted within

ier—&pemt—emder—mls—seeumwased—selelw*pmcelptthe hours of the day and days of the week specified by the
bﬁh&departmenpefﬂan@bjeemnﬂpeemplaunmom a departmenin the permit.

SecTION 22. 84.305 (5) (a) of the statutes is amended

pa&e}buﬁh&departmen#maye%sude%@eb}eeuon orto read:

complaintin-determining-whether-to-grant-or-deny the
applicationfor-a—permit. If the department denies an

84.305(5) (a) -EachSubject to par(ar), eactpermit
issuedunder this section shall require a permittee that
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removesplanted-veg 2. The permittee shall plant $iefent replacement

vegetahemrretmbu%%th&depaﬁmenﬁemh%w#ue of vegetationwith a diameter of at least 2 inches so that the
th%plan%e@%egetaﬁen—th&depaﬂmeh&#presenﬁo sumtotal of the diameters of the replacement vegetation,

for each categorgf vegetation, at least equals the sum
total of the diameters as calculated under subd. 1. for that

releeateth&planted%;egetaﬂerpemeﬂtetmbmse the category.
<3 SecTION 27. 84.305 (5) (epf the statutes is created

determnedawh%departmermv tree W|th a dlameter of toread:
4 inches or more as measured at 3 feet from the ground, 84.305(5) (e) 1. Subject to subd. 2., the department
or any other vegetation with a diameter of 4 inches or shall determine whereeplacement vegetation required
more, to plant comparable replacement vegetation  underthis subsection is to be planted.
compensatdor all such vegetation removed, in com 2. Replacement vegetation required under this sub
pliancewith the requirements under pars. (d) and (e)  sectionshall be planted in the highway right—of-way not
SecTioN 23. 84.305 (5) (ag) and (ar) of the statutes fartherthan 10 miles from the location of the removed
arecreated to read: vegetatiorbeingreplaced. Replacement vegetation may
84.305(5) (ag) Each permit issued under thétion not be planted in front of a sign.
shallrequirea permittee that removes vegetation to also ~ SecTion 28. 84.305 (6) of the statutes is renumbered
removethe vegetatios stump, to grade level, and to-dis 84.305(6) (a) and amended to read:
poseof all vegetation removed, including teeimp, at a 84.305(6) (a) Thedepartment shall have authority to
locationaway from the highway right—of-way superviseand determine how the work authorized under
(ar) The department may require that, if vegetation apermit issued under this section is carried out.
thatserves as a natural snow fence cannot be trimmed in  (b) The department may-require-dsnpose anygon
compliancewith the standards specified in sub. (3) (g) dition or restriction-under-angn apermit issued under
andis removed, this vegetation shall be replaced with anthis section that-the-work-autherized-under-the permit
equallyeffective, substitute means of controlling blow meet standards-established thg department custom
ing and drifting snowwhich means may be synthetic arily imposes in _connection with work performed on
artificial. highwayrights—of-way
SecTION 24. 84.305 (5) (b) of the statutes is repealed. SecTION 29. 84.305 (7) of the statutes is amentizd
SecTION 25. 84.305 (5) (c) of the statutes is repealed. read:
SeCTION 26. 84.305 (5) (dpf the statutes is created 84.305(7) Nothing in this section prohibitssagn
to read: ownerand the departmefitom voluntarily negotiating
84.305(5) (d) 1. In planting replacement vegetation for, and the department from authorizing withalhe
underpar (a), the permittee shall determine the diameters issuancesf a permit under this section, the trimmiog,
of all trees with a diameter of 4 inches or more, as-mea removalorrelocationof any vegetation in a highway
suredat 3 feet from the ground, and of all other vegetation right-of—wayin order to provide aunobstructed view of
with a diameter of 4 inches or more, that was removed a sign, except in situations where sub. (3) (d) would apply
andshall calculate the sum total of these diameters forif a permit were issued under thection. Nothing in this
eachcategory of vegetation, such as for trees, for shrubs,sectionrestricts the departmestauthority withrespect
and for hedges. In calculating the sum totaltloése to departmental maintenance operatiomshe rights—

diametersthe permittee shall not include in tbalcula of-wayof highways under the departmerjtirisdiction.
tion the diameter of any vegetation that was dels, SecTion 30. Effective date.
easedpr determined to be an invasive species atittine (1) This act takes &fct on the 30th day after the day

of its removal. of publication.




