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ENGROSSED SENATE BI LL 6549

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2014 Regul ar Session
By Senators Hobbs, Hatfield, and Pearson

Read first tine 02/05/14. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture,
Water & Rural Econom c Devel opnent.

AN ACT Relating to creating denonstration projects for preserving
agricultural land and public infrastructure in flood plains; and addi ng
a new section to chapter 43.23 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 43.23 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature intends that the state conservation comn ssion
and the departnments of ecology, agriculture, fish and wldlife, and
natural resources work together cooperatively, efficiently, and
productively to facilitate the expeditious construction of two
denonstration projects. The l|egislature expects that the joint and
cont enporaneous participation of all these state agencies will expedite
the permtting of these denonstration projects. The legislature
further intends that the collaborative process that the stakehol der
group creates, including |ocal stakeholders anong others, will be used
as a nodel for river managenent throughout the state.

(2) The legislature finds that the excessive accumulation of
sedi nent and gravel in certain rivers of the state poses a threat to
farmand and to the recovery or enhancenent of <certain fish
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popul ati ons. The legislature also finds that the failure to nanage
sedinent and gravel accunulation has contributed to erosion and
resulted in the | oss of productive farm and and mature treed riparian
zones that cool the waters, flooding in residential areas, |oss of
recreational access to rivers, and |l oss of public infrastructure.

(3) The state conservation commssion and the departnents of
agriculture, natural resources, fish and wldlife, and ecol ogy mnust
jointly identify and i npl ement two denonstration projects that test the
ef fectiveness and costs of river managenent by using various sedi nent
managenent strategies and techniques as applied to acconplish the
foll ow ng goal s:

(a) Protection of agricultural | ands;

(b) Restoration or enhancenent of fish runs; and

(c) Protection of public infrastructure and recreational access.

(4)(a) The state conservation conm ssion nust convene a stakehol der
group consisting of the departnents of agriculture, natural resources,
fish and wildlife, and ecology, l|ocal and statew de agricultural
organi zations, tribes, land conservation organizations, and |ocal
governments wth interest and experience in the use of sedinent
managenent techniques to provide for flood control. The stakehol der
group nust develop and inplenent two denonstration projects, one
| ocated i n Whatcom county and one | ocated in G ays Harbor county.

(b) I'n developing and inplenenting these denonstration projects,
the departnments nust exam ne sedinent managenent conducted in the
Fraser river, British Colunbia, Canada and include any potentially
applicable practices in the denonstration projects.

(c) The departnments nust: (i) Exam ne and find whether and how t he
Fraser river experience applies to the goals of this act; and (ii) set
benchmarks and a tinetable for progress toward achi evenent of the goals
of this act.

(d) Any gravel resources renoved as a result of these pilot
projects nmust be: (i) Used at the departnents' discretion in projects
related to fish progranms in the local area of the project or by
property owners adjacent to the project; (ii) made available to a | ocal
tribe for its use; or (iii) sold and the proceeds applied to funding
t he denonstration projects.

(5 At a mininmum the pilot projects nust include the follow ng
sedi nent managenent strategi es and techni ques:
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(a) At all tinmes of sedinment or gravel renoval, a person nust be on
hand to observe that the practices follow established pilot project
protocols and protect fish life;

(b) Gravel or sedinment may not be renoved at tines when fish runs
are known to be inthe river; and

(c) Reasonable steps nmust be taken to reduce turbidity resulting
fromgravel and sedi nent renoval activities.

(6) The departnents nust consider other sedinment mnagenment
strategi es and techni ques including, but not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) Reducing turbidity caused by year-round stream bank erosion
that is caused by accumul ation of excess sedinent and gravel that
changes the river course;

(b) Providing deeper, cooler holes for fish life;

(c) Providing deeper river channels for fish passage;

(d) Ensuring that any managenent activities | eave sufficient gravel
and sedi nent for fish spawning and rearing;

(e) Providing stable river banks that wll allow for long-term
growt h of riparian enhancenent efforts, such as planting shade trees
and hedger ows;

(f) Protecting existing mature treed riparian zones that cool the
wat er s;

(g) Renoving excess sedinent and gravel that causes diversion of
wat er and erosion of river banks and farm and;

(h) Restoring previously existing bank contours that protect the
| and from erosion caused by nore intense and nore frequent fl ooding;
and

(1) Developing nmanagenent practices that reduce the anount of
gravel, sedinent, and woody debris deposited into farmfiel ds.

(7) The departnents nust report to the legislative conmttees with
oversight of agriculture, water, rural econom c devel opnent, ecol ogy,
fish and wildlife, and natural resources by Decenber 31, 2014, on: (a)
Their exam nation and findings of the applicability of the Fraser river
experience to the goals of this act; (b) their progress toward setting
benchmarks and neeting the stakeholder group's tinetable; (c) any
decisions mde in inplenenting the projects; and (d) agency
recommendations for funding of the projects from federal grants,
federal |oans, state grants and |oans, and private donations, or if
ot her fundi ng sources are not avail able or conplete, submtting the two
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projects for consideration in the biennial capital budget request to

t he governor and the | egislature. The departnents nust
thereafter by Decenber 31st of each year.
(8) The stakeholder group nust be staffed

report annual ly

jointly by the

departnents. Costs of the stakehol der group, including staffing, nust

be borne jointly by the departnents.

~-- END ---
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