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ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5244

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session

By Senate Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators Litzow,
Dammei er, Ranker, Hobbs, Harper, Hatfield, Delvin, Tom Hewtt,
Schoesler, Smth, and Miul | et)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 22/ 13.

AN ACT Rel ating to school suspensions and expul sions; anmendi ng RCW
28A. 600. 015, 28A.600. 020, 28A. 600.410, 28A. 300.046, 28A.300.042, and
28A. 300. 507; adding a new section to chapter 28A. 600 RCW and creating
new secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 28A.600.015 and 2006 ¢ 263 s 701 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt and
distribute to all school districts lawful and reasonable rules
prescribing the substantive and procedural due process guarantees of
pupils in the common school s. Such rules shall authorize a schoo
district to use informal due process procedures in connection with the
short-term suspension of students to the extent constitutionally
perm ssi ble: PROVIDED, That the superintendent of public instruction
deens the interest of students to be adequately protected. Wen a
st udent suspension or expul sion is appealed, the rules shall authorize
a school district to inpose the suspension or expulsion tenporarily
after an initial hearing for no nore than ten consecutive school days
or until the appeal is decided, whichever is earlier. Any days that
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the student is tenporarily suspended or expelled before the appeal is
deci ded shall be applied to the term of the student suspension or
expul sion and shall not limt or extend the term of the student
suspensi on or expul sion. An expulsion or suspension of a student may
not be for an indefinite period of tine.

(2) Short-termsuspension procedures may be used for suspensions of
students up to and including, ten consecutive school days.

(3) Energency expulsions nmust end or be converted to another form
of corrective_ action_within ten_ school days from the date_of the
energency renoval fromschool. Notice and due process rights nust be
provi ded when_an energency expulsion_is converted to_another form of
corrective action.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A.600.020 and 2006 ¢ 263 s 706 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The rules adopted pursuant to RCW 28A 600.010 shall be
interpreted to ensure that the optinmum |earning atnosphere of the
cl assroomis mai ntai ned, and that the hi ghest considerationis given to
the judgnment of qualified certificated educators regarding conditions
necessary to nmaintain the optimuml earni ng at nosphere.

(2) Any student who creates a disruption of the educational process
in violation of the building disciplinary standards while under a
teacher's i nmmedi at e supervi sion nay be excluded by the teacher fromhis
or her individual classroomand instructional or activity area for al
or any portion of the balance of the school day, or up to the foll ow ng
two days, or wuntil the principal or designee and teacher have
conferred, whichever occurs first. Except in energency circunstances,
the teacher first nust attenpt one or nore alternative fornms of
corrective action. 1In no event without the consent of the teacher may
an excluded student return to the class during the balance of that
class or activity period or up to the followi ng two days, or until the
principal or his or her designee and the teacher have conferred.

(3) In order to preserve a beneficial |earning environnent for al
students and to maintain good order and discipline in each classroom
every school district board of directors shall provide that witten
procedures are devel oped for adm nistering discipline at each schoo
within the district. Such procedures shall be developed with the
participation of parents and the community, and shall provide that the
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teacher, principal or designee, and other authorities designated by the
board of directors, nmake every reasonable attenpt to involve the parent
or guardian and the student in the resolution of student discipline
probl ems. Such procedures shall provide that students may be excl uded
from their individual classes or activities for periods of tinme in
excess of that provided in subsection (2) of this section if such
students have repeatedly disrupted the | earning of other students. The
procedures nust be consistent with the rules of the superintendent of
public instruction and nust provide for early involvenent of parents in
attenpts to i nprove the student's behavi or.

(4) The procedures shall assure, pursuant to RCW 28A. 400. 110, that
all staff work cooperatively toward consistent enforcenent of proper
student behavior throughout each school as well as wthin each
cl assroom

(5)(a) A principal shall consider inposing |ong-term suspension or
expul sion as a sanction when deciding the appropriate disciplinary
action for a student who, after July 27, 1997:

(((8))) () Engages in two or nore violations within a three-year
period of RCW 9A 46.120, 28A. 320.135, 28A 600.455, 28A. 600. 460,
28A. 635. 020, 28A. 600. 020, 28A.635.060, 9.41.280, or 28A. 320.140; or

((b)y)) (i) Engages in one or nore of the offenses listed in RCW
13. 04. 155.

(b) The principal shall comunicate the disciplinary action taken
by the principal to the school personnel who referred the student to
the principal for disciplinary action.

(6) Any corrective action involving a suspension or expulsion from
school for nore_than ten days nust have an end date of not_ npore than
one cal endar year fromthe tinme of corrective action. Districts shal
make reasonable efforts to assist students and parents in returning to
an educational setting prior to and no later than the end date of the
corrective action. Wiere warranted based on public health or safety,
a__school district nmay petition_the_ superintendent of _ public
instruction, pursuant to_policies_ and_procedures_ adopted_ by the
superintendent of public instruction, for authorization to exceed the
one calendar year limtation provided in this subsection.

(7) Nothing_in_this_section_ prevents_ a_ public_school district,
educational service district, the Washington state center for chil dhood
deaf ness and hearing loss, or the state school for the blind if it has
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suspended_or expelled _a_student from the student's_ regular_school
setting from providing educational services to the student in_ an
alternative setting or nodifying the suspension or expul sion on a case-
by- case basis.

Sec. 3. RCW28A. 600.410 and 1992 ¢ 155 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The state of WAshi ngton excludes tens of thousands of students from
school each year due to out-of-school suspensions and expul sions. Qut-
of -school suspensions and_ expulsions contribute to poor academc
achi evenent, |lower graduation rates, and higher dropout rates. It is
the intent of the legislature to mnimze the use of out-of-school
suspension_and_expulsion_and_its_inpact on_student achi evenent by
reduci ng the nunber of days that students are excluded from school due
to_disciplinary action. St udent _behavi or _should _not result in_the
permanent | oss of educational opportunity in the public school system

School districts are encouraged to find alternatives to suspension
i ncluding reducing the Iength of a student's suspension conditioned by
t he comrencenent of counseling or other treatnent services. Consistent
with current law, the conditioning of a student's suspension does not
obligate the school district to pay for the counseling or other
treatnment services except for those stipulated and agreed to by the
district at the inception of the suspension.

Sec. 4. RCW 28A.300.046 and 2011 c 288 s 10 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) (a) The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt rules
establishing a standard definition of student absence fromschool. In
adopting the definition, the superintendent shall review current
practices in Washington school districts, definitions used in other
states, and any national standards or definitions used by the national
center for education statistics or other national groups. The
superintendent shall also consult with the building bridges work group
est abl i shed under RCW28A. 175. 075.

(b) Using the definition of student absence adopted under this
section, the superintendent shall establish an indicator for neasuring
student attendance in high schools for purposes of the PASS program
under RCW 28A. 175. 130.
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(2)(a) The K-12 data governance group under RCW 28A. 300. 507 shal
establish the parameters and an inplenentation schedule for statew de
col l ection through the conprehensi ve educati on and data research system
of : (i) Student attendance data using the definitions of student
absence adopted under this section; and (ii) student discipline data
with a focus on suspensions and expul sions fromschool .

(b) ((AA—a—mnAbmm-)) Student  suspension_and_ expul sion_data
collected for the purposes of this subsection (2) nust be:

(i) Mude publicly available and easily accessible
superintendent of public instruction's web site; and

(ii)_ Disaggregated_and_crosstabulated as_established_ under RCW
28A. 300. 042

(c) School districts nmust collect and submt student attendance
data and student discipline data for high school students through the
conpr ehensi ve education and data research system for purposes of the
PASS program under RCW 28A.175.130 beginning in the 2012-13 school
year.

on_the

Sec. 5. RCW28A. 300.042 and 2009 c 468 s 4 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Al student data-related reports required of the superintendent
of public instruction in this title nust be disaggregated by at |east
the foll owi ng subgroups of students: White, Black, Hispanic, Anerican
I ndi an/ Al askan Native, Asian, Pacific |slander/Hawaiian Native, |ow
incone, transitional bilingual, mgrant, special education, and
students covered by section 504 of the federal rehabilitation act of
1973, as anmended (29 U.S.C. Sec. 794).

(2) Al student data-related reports required of the superintendent
of public instruction regarding student suspensions and expul sions as
required in RCW 28A. 300. 046 are subject to disaggregation by subgroups
i ncl udi ng:

(a) Cender;

(b) Foster care;

(c) Honel ess;

(d) School district;

(e) School;

(f) G ade |level;

(g) Behavior infraction code, including:
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(i) Bullying;

(ii) Tobacco;

(iii) Al cohol;

(iv) Illicit drug;

(v) Fighting without major injury;

(vi) Violence without major injury;

(vii) Violence with major injury;

(viii) Possession of a weapon; and

(ix) Oher behavior resulting from a_short-term or_ long-term
suspension, expulsion, or interim_ alternative education setting

intervention;

(h) Intervention applied, including:

(i) Short-termsuspension;

(ii) Long-termsuspension;

(iii) Energency expul sion;

(iv) Expul sion;

(v) Interimalternative education settings;

(vi) No intervention applied; and

(vii) Oher_intervention applied that is not described in_this
subsection (2)(h);

(1) Nunber of days a student is suspended or expelled, to be

counted in half or full days; and

(1) Any other categories added at a future date by the data

gover nance group.

(3) Al student data-related reports required of the superintendent
of public instruction regarding student suspensions and expul sions as
required_in_ RCW 28A. 300.046_are_subject to_ cross-tabulation_at_ a
m ni mum by the foll ow ng:

(a) School and district;

(b) Race, low incone, special education, transitional bilinqgual,
mgrant, foster care, honeless, students covered by section 504 of the
federal rehabilitation _act of 1973, as anended (29 U S.C. Sec. 794),
and cateqgories to be added in the future;

(c) Behavior infraction code; and

(d) Intervention applied.

Sec. 6. RCW 28A. 300. 507 and 2009 ¢ 548 s 203 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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(1) A K-12 data governance group shall be established within the
of fice of the superintendent of public instruction to assist in the
design and i nplenentation of a K-12 education data inprovenment system
for financial, student, and educator data. It is the intent that the
data system reporting specifically serve requirenents for teachers,
par ents, superi nt endent s, school boar ds, the office of t he
superintendent of public instruction, the | egislature, and the public.

(2) The K-12 data governance group shall include representatives of
the education data center, the office of the superintendent of public
instruction, the legislative evaluation and accountability program
commttee, the professional educator standards board, the state board
of education, and school district staff, including information
technol ogy staff. Additional entities with expertise in education data
may be included in the K-12 data governance group.

(3) The K-12 data governance group shall:

(a) ldentify the critical research and policy questions that need
to be addressed by the K-12 educati on data i nprovenent system

(b) Identify reports and other information that should be made
available on the internet in addition to the reports identified in
subsection (5) of this section;

(c) Create a conprehensive needs requirenent docunent detailing the
specific information and technical capacity needed by school districts
and the state to neet the legislature's expectations for a
conpr ehensi ve K-12 education data i nprovenent systemas descri bed under
RCW 28A. 655. 210;

(d) Conduct a gap analysis of current and planned information
conpared to the needs requirenment docunent, including an analysis of
the strengths and Iimtations of an education data systemand prograns
currently used by school districts and the state, and specifically the
gap analysis nust | ook at the extent to which the existing data can be
transforned into canonical form and where existing software can be used
to nmeet the needs requirenent docunent;

(e) Focus on financial and cost data necessary to support the new
K-12 financial nodels and funding fornulas, including any necessary
changes to school district budgeting and accounting, and on assuring
the capacity to link data across financial, student, and educator
systens; and
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(f) Define the operating rules and governance structure for K-12
data coll ections, ensuring that data systens are flexible and able to
adapt to evolving needs for information, wthin an objective and
orderly data governance process for determ ni ng when changes are needed
and how to inplement them Strong consideration nust be nmade to the
current practice and cost of mgration to new requirenents. The
operating rules should delineate the coordination, delegation, and
escal ation authority for data collection issues, business rules, and
performance goals for each K-12 data collection system including:

(1) Defining and nmaintaining standards for privacy and
confidentiality;

(1i) Setting data collection priorities;

(1i1) Defining and updating a standard data dictionary;

(iv) Ensuring data conpliance with the data dictionary;

(v) Ensuring data accuracy; and

(vi) Establishing m nimumstandards for school, student, financial,
and teacher data systens. Data elenents may be specified "to the
extent feasible" or "to the extent available" to collect nore and
better data sets fromdistricts with nore flexible software. Nothing
in RCW43.41.400, this section, or RCW 28A. 655. 210 shoul d be construed
to require that a data dictionary or reporting should be hobbled to the
| onest common set. The work of the K-12 data governance group nust
specify which data are desirable. Districts that can neet these
requi renents shall report the desirable data. Funding from the
| egi sl ature nust establish which subset data are absolutely required.

(4)(a) The K-12 data governance group shall provide updates on its
work as requested by the education data center and the legislative
eval uation and accountability programcomittee.

(b) The work of +the K-12 data governance group shall be
periodically reviewed and nonitored by the educational data center and
the | egislative eval uation and accountability programconmttee.

(5 To the extent data is available, the office of the
superintendent of public instruction shall make the follow ng m ni nrum
reports available on the internet. The reports nust either be run on
demand agai nst current data, or, if a static report, nust have been run
agai nst the nost recent data:

(a) The percentage of data conpliance and data accuracy by school
district;

E2SSB 5244 p. 8
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(b) The magni tude of spendi ng per student, by student estinated by
the follow ng algorithmand reported as the detailed summtion of the
fol |l ow ng conponents:

(1) An approximate, prorated fraction of each teacher or human
resource elenent that directly serves the student. Each human resource
el ement nmust be |isted or accessible through online tunneling in the
report;

(1i) An approximate, prorated fraction of classroom or building
costs used by the student;

(ti1) An approximate, prorated fraction of transportation costs
used by the student; and

(tv) An approximate, prorated fraction of all other resources
within the district. D strict-w de conponents shoul d be di saggr egat ed
to the extent that it is sensible and econom cal;

(c) The cost of K-12 basic education, per student, by student, by
school district, estimated by the algorithmin (b) of this subsection,
and reported in the same manner as required in (b) of this subsection;

(d) The cost of K-12 special education services per student, by
student receiving those services, by school district, estimted by the
algorithmin (b) of this subsection, and reported in the sane manner as
required in (b) of this subsection;

(e) Inprovenent on the statew de assessnents conputed as both a
percentage change and absolute change on a scale score netric by
district, by school, and by teacher that can also be filtered by a
student's length of full-tinme enrollnment within the school district;

(f) Nunmber of K-12 students per classroomteacher on a per teacher
basi s;

(g) Nunmber of K-12 classroomteachers per student on a per student
basi s;

(h) Percentage of a classroomteacher per student on a per student
basi s; and

(1) The cost of K-12 education per student by school district
sorted by federal, state, and | ocal dollars.

(6) ((Fhe—superintendent—of —puble—tastruetion—shatkb—submt—a
prelimnary report to the : 15, 2009, including
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for financial, student, and educator data shall be submtted to the
legistature—bySeptenber—1—2010-

A)) Al reports and data referenced in this section and RCW
43.41.400 and 28A.655.210 shall be nade available in a manner
consistent wth the technical requirenents of the legislative
eval uati on and accountability programconmttee and the education data
center so that selected data can be provided to the |egislature,
governor, school districts, and the public.

((68))) (7) Reports shall contain data to the extent it is
avai lable. Al reports nust include docunentation of which data are
not available or are estimted. Reports nust not be suppressed because
of poor data accuracy or conpl eteness. Reports nay be acconpanied with
docunentation to inform the reader of why sone data are mssing or
i naccurate or estimated.

(8) The K-12 data governance group shall exam ne the data collected
under the behavior infraction subgroup in RCW 28A. 300.042(2)(qg) (ix) and
create at |east four additional behavior infraction codes includingthe
four nost comon_ behaviors reported under the behavior infraction
subgroup in RCW 28A. 300.042(2)(qg)(ix), and may create other categories
as needed, by Decenber 1, 2013.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. A new section is added to chapter 28A 600
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) School districts should nake efforts to have suspended or
expel l ed students return to the educational setting they were suspended
or expelled fromas soon as possible. School districts should convene
a school reentry neeting with the student and the student's parents or
guardians within twenty days of the student's |ong-term suspension or
expul sion to discuss a plan to reenter and reengage the student in a
school program

(2) I'n developing a reentry and reengagenent plan, school districts
shoul d consider shortening the length of tinme that the student is
suspended or expelled, other fornms of corrective action, and supportive
interventions that aid in the student's academ c success and keep the
student engaged and on track to graduate. School districts nust create
a reentry and reengagenent plan tailored to the student's individua
ci rcunst ances, including consideration of the incident that led to the

E2SSB 5244 p. 10



D 01 A W DN PP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

student's | ong-term suspensi on or expulsion. The plan should aid the
student in taking the necessary steps to renmedy the situation that |ed
to the student's suspension or expul sion.

(3) Any reentry neetings conducted by the school district involving
t he suspended or expelled student and his or her parents or guardi ans
are not intended to replace a petition for readm ssion.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. (1) The Washington state school directors
association shall develop a nodel policy for school districts to
i npl ement changes t o suspensi on and expul si on policies.

(2) The nodel policy nust include at a mninmm Appropri ate
di sci pline actions for unwanted student behavior, training in cultural
sensitivity regarding school discipline policies and procedures;
prevention and intervention guidance including best practices; and
parental engagenent.

(3) The nodel policy nust be nade avail abl e on t he Washi ngton state
school directors' association web site by May 1, 2014.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. Nothing in chapter . . ., Laws of 2013 (this
act) prevents a public school district, |aw enforcenent agencies, or
| aw enforcenent personnel from enforcing |laws protecting health and
human safety. Such | aws enconpass crines that include, but are not
limted to, prohibitions against possession of firearnms or other
dangerous weapons; gang activity; abusing or insulting teachers;
willfully disobeying school admnistrative personnel or refusing to
| eave public property; disturbing school, school activities, or
meetings; intimdating any adm nistrator, teacher, classified enployee,
or student by threat of force or violence; or interfering by force or
violence with any adm nistrator, teacher, classified enployee, person
under contract with the school or school district, or student of any
common school who is in the peaceful discharge or conduct of his or her
duties or studies.

~-- END ---
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