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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2746

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2014 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2014 Regul ar Session

By House Appropriations (originally sponsored by Representatives
Green, Morrell, Tharinger, Fitzgibbon, Senn, Tarleton, Robinson,
Kagi , Robert s, Otiz-Self, Ji nki ns, Wal sh, Habi b, Ber gqui st
Dahl qui st, Mdscoso, Goodman, Riccelli, Pollet, O nsby, and Freeman)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 11/ 14.

AN ACT Relating to refinancing of nedicaid personal care services
for individuals with devel opnental disabilities and individuals with
| ong-term care needs through the community first choice option; and
creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that the July 31,
2013, state auditor's report on developnental disabilities in
Washi ngt on i ndi cat es t hat fifteen t housand i ndi vi dual s wth
devel opnmental disabilities who neet the financial and physical
eligibility requirenents do not currently receive any services fromthe
state. For that reason, the legislature finds that it is necessary to
take action that will increase the nunber of eligible individuals who
may access personal care services.

(2) The legislature finds that by 2030, nearly twenty percent or
one out of five people in our state will be age sixty-five or ol der and
our state is not prepared for the growi ng demand for | ong-termservices
and supports. Washington nust plan for the future | ong-term services
and supports needs of its residents by utilizing alternative |long-term
care financing options.

p. 1 ESHB 2746. PL



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

=
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

(3) The legislature further finds that personal care services all ow
individuals with significant care needs to live in their own hones and
comuni ties. By utilizing the comunity first choice option, an
enhanced federal matching percentage would increase the funding
avai l able for these services. Further, the community first choice
option may increase the self-sufficiency of clients by enphasizing the
acqui sition, maintenance, and enhancenent of skills to conpl ete health-
rel ated tasks. For these reasons, the legislature finds that the
departnent of social and health services nust refinance personal care
services through the community first choice option.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The departnent of social and health
services shall refinance nedicaid personal care services under the
community first choice option. Beginning July 1, 2014, the departnent
shal | seek stakehol der input on program and system design prior to the
subm ssion of a proposal to the center for nedicaid and nedicare
services. The community first choice option shall be designed in such
a way to neet the federal m ninmum maintenance of effort requirenents
and all service requirenents as specified in federal rule. Optional
services may also be included in the benefit package. 1In the first
full year of inplementation, the increase in per capita cost of
services directly resulting fromneeting the federal requirenments of
the community first choice option, as well as the cost of new optional
services, shall not exceed a three percent increase over the per capita
costs of personal care services in the fiscal year prior to full
i npl enmentation of the comunity first choice option. The three percent
limt on new expenditures shall not apply to cost increases that are
not the result of inplementing the community first choice option,
i ncluding case | oad growh, case m x changes, inflation, vendor rate

changes, expenditures necessary to neet state and federal |[|aw
requi renents, and any adjustnents mnade pursuant to collective
bar gai ni ng. The comunity first choice option nust be fully

i npl emrented no | ater than August 30, 2015.

(2) The departnent shall use general fund--state savings fromthe
refinance in this section to offset additional caseload, per capita
cost increases, and staff resources necessary to inplenent the
community first choice option. Any remaining general fund--state
savings fromthe refinance shall be reserved for potential investnents
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in home and community based services for individuals w th devel opnent al
disabilities or individuals wth long-term care needs, including
i nvestments recommended by the joint | egislative executive conmmttee on
aging and disability and the devel opnent and inplenentation counci
that the departnent nust convene prior to submtting the proposed
comunity first choice option to the centers for nedicare and nedi cai d
services. At a mninmum the final report to the legislature fromthe
joint legislative executive commttee on aging and disability nust
explore the cost and benefit of rate enhancenents for providers of
| ong-term services and supports, restoration of hours for in-hone
clients, additional investnent in the famly caregi ver support program
and additional investnent in the individual and famly services program
or other nedicaid services to support individuals with devel opnenta
di sabilities.

~-- END ---
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