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ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2377

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2014 Regul ar Session
By House Appropriations (originally sponsored by Representatives
Hunter, Kagi, Wlsh, Sullivan, Farrell, Carlyle, Senn, Moeller,
Thari nger, Ryu, Reykdal , Morrell, Robert s, Goodnan, Tar | et on,

Freeman, Poll et, and Habi b)
READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 11/ 14.

AN ACT Relating to inproving quality in the early care and
education system anending RCW 43.215.100, 43.215.135, 43.215.1352,
43. 215. 425, 43.215.415, and 43.215.455; reenacting and anending RCW
43. 215. 010; adding new sections to chapter 43.215 RCW creating new
sections; and repealing 2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 16 s 2 (uncodified).

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. INTENT. The legislature finds that quality
early care and education builds the foundation for a child' s success in
school and in life. The |egislature acknowl edges that quality is a
necessary underpinning of the early care and education system in
Washi ngton. The | egi sl ature recogni zes that enpirical evidence supports
the conclusion that high quality prograns consistently yield nore
positive outconmes for children, with the strongest positive inpacts on
the nost vul nerable children. The |egislature further understands that
t he proper dosage, duration of programm ng, and stability of care are
critical to enhancing program quality and inproving child outcones.
The | egi sl ature acknowl edges that the early care and education system
must be culturally responsive and neet the needs of Wshington's
di verse popul ati ons. The legislature intends to prioritize the
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integration of child care and preschool in an effort to pronote ful
wor kday programm ng. The legislature further intends to reward quality
and create incentives for providers to participate in a quality rating
and i nprovenent systemthat will also provide valuable information to
parents regarding the quality of care available in their communities.

Sec. 2. RCW43.215.010 and 2013 ¢ 323 s 3 and 2013 ¢ 130 s 1 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Agency" neans any person, firm partnership, association,
corporation, or facility that provides child care and early | earning
services outside a child's own home and includes the follow ng
irrespective of whether there is conpensation to the agency:

(a) "Child day care center" neans an agency that regularly provides
early chil dhood education and early |earning services for a group of
children for periods of |ess than twenty-four hours;

(b) "Early learning” includes but is not limted to prograns and

services for <child care; state, federal, private, and nonprofit
preschool; child care subsidies; child care resource and referral;
par ent al education and support; and training and professiona

devel opnent for early | earning professionals;

(c) "Famly day care provider"™ nmeans a child care provider who
regularly provides early childhood education and early |earning
services for not nore than twelve children in the provider's hone in
the famly living quarters;

(d) "Nongovernnental private-public partnership” nmeans an entity
registered as a nonprofit corporation in Wshington state with a
primary focus on early |learning, school readiness, and parental
support, and an ability to raise a mnimumof five mllion dollars in
contri butions;

(e) "Service provider" neans the entity that operates a comunity
facility.

(2) "Agency" does not include the foll ow ng:

(a) Persons related to the child in the foll ow ng ways:

(1) Any blood relative, including those of half-blood, and
including first cousins, nephews or nieces, and persons of preceding
generations as denoted by prefixes of grand, great, or great-great;
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(1i1) Stepfather, stepnother, stepbrother, and stepsister;

(tii1) A person who legally adopts a child or the child s parent as
well as the natural and other legally adopted children of such persons,
and other relatives of the adoptive parents in accordance with state
| aw;, or

(iv) Spouses of any persons naned in (a)(i), (ii), or (iii) of this
subsection, even after the marriage i s term nated,;

(b) Persons who are | egal guardians of the child,

(c) Persons who care for a neighbor's or friend's child or
children, with or without conpensation, where the person providing care
for periods of less than twenty-four hours does not conduct such
activity on an ongoing, regularly schedul ed basis for the purpose of
engaging 1in business, which includes, but is not Ilimted to,
advertising such care;

(d) Parents on a nutually cooperative basis exchange care of one
anot her's children;

(e) Nursery schools that are engaged primarily in early chil dhood
education with preschool children and in which no child is enrolled on
a regul ar basis for nore than four hours per day;

(f) Schools, including boardi ng schools, that are engaged primarily
in education, operate on a definite school year schedule, follow a
stated academ c curriculum accept only school -age children, and do not
accept custody of children;

(g) Seasonal canps of three nonths' or |ess duration engaged
primarily in recreational or educational activities;

(h) Facilities providing child care for periods of |ess than
twenty-four hours when a parent or |egal guardian of the child remains
on the premses of the facility for the purpose of participating in:

(1) Activities other than enploynent; or

(ii1) Enploynment of up to two hours per day when the facility is
operated by a nonprofit entity that al so operates a licensed child care
program at the same facility in another |location or at another
facility;

(1) Any entity that provides recreational or educationa
programm ng for school-age((d)) children only and the entity neets al
of the follow ng requirenents:

(1) The entity utilizes a drop-in nodel for programmng, where

p. 3 E2SHB 2377
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children are able to attend during any or all program hours w thout a
formal reservation;

(ii) The entity does not assunme responsibility in lieu of the
parent, unless for coordi nated transportation;

(t1i1) The entity is alocal affiliate of a national nonprofit; and

(tv) The entity is in conpliance with all safety and quality
st andards set by the associ ated nati onal agency;

(j) A program operated by any unit of l|ocal, state, or federal
governnent or an agency, located within the boundaries of a federally
recogni zed I ndian reservation, licensed by the Indian tribe;

(k) A program located on a federal mlitary reservation, except
where the mlitary authorities request that such agency be subject to
the licensing requirenents of this chapter;

(I') Aprogramthat offers early | earning and support services, such
as parent education, and does not provide child care services on a
regul ar basi s.

(3) "Applicant” nmeans a person who requests or seeks enploynent in
an agency.

(4) "Conviction information" neans crimnal history record
information relating to an incident which has led to a conviction or
ot her disposition adverse to the applicant.

(5) "Departnment” means the departnment of early | earning.

(6) "Director"” nmeans the director of the departnent.

(7) "Early achievers" neans a programthat inproves the quality of
early learning prograns and supports and rewards providers for their
partici pation.

(8) "Early start" nmeans an integrated high quality continuum of
early learning prograns for children birth-to-five years of age.
Conponents of early start include, but are not limted to, the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Home visiting and parent educati on and support prograns;

(b) The early achievers programdescribed in RCW43. 215. 100;

(c) Integrated full-day and part-day high quality early |earning
prograns; and

(d) H gh quality preschool for children whose famly incone is at
or bel ow one hundred ten percent of the federal poverty |evel.

(9) "Enployer" nmeans a person or business that engages the services

E2SHB 2377 p. 4
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of one or nore people, especially for wages or salary to work in an
agency.

(10) "Enforcenent action" means denial, suspension, revocation,
nodi fication, or nonrenewal of a |license pursuant to RCW43.215. 300(1)

or assessnent of civil nmonetary penalties pursuant to RCW
43. 215. 300( 3).
(11) "Lowincone_child_ care_provider" neans__a_ person_ who

admnisters_a_child care_program that consists_of at_ |east eighty
percent of children receiving working connections child care subsidy.

(12) "Lowincone nei ghborhood" neans a district or community where
nore than twenty percent of households are below the federal poverty
| evel .

(13) "Negative action" neans a court order, court judgnent, or an
adverse action taken by an agency, in any state, federal, tribal, or
foreign jurisdiction, which results in a finding against the applicant
reasonably related to the individual's character, suitability, and
conpetence to care for or have unsupervi sed access to children in child
care. This may include, but is not [imted to:

(a) A decision issued by an adm nistrative | aw judge;

(b) A final determ nation, decision, or finding nmade by an agency
foll ow ng an i nvesti gation;

(c) An adverse agency action, including term nation, revocation, or
denial of a license or certification, or if pending adverse agency
action, the voluntary surrender of a Ilicense, certification, or
contract in lieu of the adverse action;

(d) Arevocation, denial, or restriction placed on any prof essi onal
license; or

(e) Afinal decision of a disciplinary board.

((+2»)) (14) "Nonconviction information" neans arrest, founded
all egations of child abuse, or neglect pursuant to chapter 26.44 RCW
or other negative action adverse to the applicant.

((x3y)) (15) "Nonschool age child" neans a child birth through six
years of age who has yet to enter kindergarten or school

(16) "Probationary license” nmeans a license issued as a
di sciplinary nmeasure to an agency that has previously been issued a
full license but is out of conpliance with |Iicensing standards.

((4)»)) (17) "Requirenent" neans any rule, regulation, or standard
of care to be maintai ned by an agency.
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((+5)1)) (18) "School -age child" nmeans a _child not less than five
years_of age_ through twelve years_ of age_ and_who_ is_attending
ki ndergarten or school .

(19) "Washington state preschool progranf neans an education
program for children three-to-five years of age who have not yet
entered kindergarten, such as the early childhood education and
assi st ance program

Sec. 3. RCW43.215.100 and 2013 ¢ 323 s 6 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

(1) ((Subi I | ki : : L hi

speetfie—purpose;)) The departnent, in collaboration with tribal
governnments_and community and statew de partners, shall inplenent a

voluntary quality rating and inprovenent system called the early
achi evers program that is applicable to licensed or certified child
care centers and homes and early education prograns. The early
achi evers program establishes the framework for strengthening the
quality of the early care and education systemin Washi ngt on.

(2) The ((purpese)) objectives of the early achievers program
((+s)) are to:

(a) ((Fo)) lnprove short-termand |ong-term outcones for children
as_neasured_ by assessnents_ including, but_ not I|imted_ to, the
Washi ngton kindergarten inventory of developing skills in_RCW
28A. 655. 080;

(b) G ve parents clear and easily accessible information about the
quality of child care and early education progranms((+)) .

(c) Support inprovenent in early learning and_care prograns
t hroughout the state((y)) .

(d) Increase the readi ness of children for school ((—and)) .

(e) dQose the disparity in access to quality care;

(f) Provide professional devel opnent opportunities to early care
and education providers; and ((B)—to))

(g) Establish a commobn set of expectations and standards that
define, neasure, and inprove the quality of early learning and care
settings.

(3) Participation in the early achievers programis voluntary for
licensed or certified child care centers and hones.

E2SHB 2377 p. 6
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(4) ((By—H-seal—year—2045-—Véashington—state—preschosl —prograns
recetving—state—tunds—nust—enroH-—-n—the—earlby—achievers—program-and
wal ntain a mninumscore level

£5r)) There are_five levels in_the_ early achievers program
Participants are expected to actively engage in_ the program and
continually advance fromlevel 1, or the foundation level, to level 5.

(5) The departnent has the authority to determne the rating cycle
for the early achi evers program

(a) The first rating is free for early achievers participants.

(b) Each subsequent rating within the established rating cycle is
free for early achievers participants.

(6) Early achievers participants may request to be rated at any
tine after the conpletion of all level 2 activities.

(7) The departnent shall provide an early achievers participant an
update on_their progress toward conpleting level 2 activities, after
the participant has been enrolled in the early achievers programfor
fifteen nonths.

(8)(a) The departnent nust_ charge_a_ fee for_ optional rerating
requests nmade by program participants that are outside the established
rating cycle.

(b) Fees charged are based on, but may not exceed, the cost to the
departnment for the class of activities associated with the early
achi evers program

(99(a) (i) Effective July 1, 2015, the departnent shall publish on
the departnent's web site or offer alink on its web site the early
achi evers programrating levels 1 through 5 for all child care prograns
that receive_state subsidy, early childhood education and_assi stance
prograns, and federal head start prograns in WAshi ngton.

(ii) Child care prograns that do not receive state subsidy nmay have
their early achievers programrating | evel published by the departnent.

(b) Early achievers program participants who have published rating
levels on the departnent's web site or on a link on the departnent's
web site may include a brief description of their program contingent
upon_the review and_ approval by the_ departnent, as_determ ned_ by
establi shed marketing standards.

(c) The early achievers program ratings nust be_ published on the
departnment's_web_site or_ _have a_ link on_the departnent's web_site

p. 7 E2SHB 2377
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wthin thirty days from the tinme a_ program becones |icensed or
certified or receives a rating.

(d) The early achievers programrating levels nmust be published on
the departnent's web site or have a link on the departnent's web site
in a manner that is easily accessible to parents and caregivers and
takes into account the linguistic needs of parents and caregivers.

(e) To the extent possible, the departnent nust create a single
source of information for parents and caregivers to access details on
a provider's early achievers programrating level, licensing history,
and other indicators of quality and safety that will help parents and
careqgi vers nmake inforned choices.

(10)(a) The departnent shall create_ a_professional devel opnent
pathway for early achievers participants to obtain _a high schoo
diploma_or equivalency or higher education_credential in_early
chi I dhood education, early childhood studies, child devel opnent, or an
academc field related to early care and educati on.

(b) The professional devel opnent pathway nust include opportunities
for scholarships and grants to assist early achievers participants with
the costs associated with obtaining an educational degree.

(c) The_ professional devel opnent pathway nust be culturally and
linguistically reflective of the needs and denpgraphics  of
participants.

(11) The departnent shall inplenent tiered rei nbursenent for early
achi evers participants rating at level 3, 4, or 5.
(12) The early achievers quality inprovenent awards shall be

reserved for participants offering prograns that are conposed of at
| east five percent of children receiving subsidy.

(13) The departnent shall design a plan to incorporate school -age
child care providers into the early achi evers program

(14) In_collaboration with tribal governnents, and conmunity and
statewi de partners, the departnment shall develop a protocol for
granting early achievers programparticipants an extension in neeting
rating level requirenent tinelines outlined for the working connections
child care program and the_ early childhood education and_assi stance
program

(a) At the departnent's discretion, extensions nmay be granted when
early achievers program participants_experience_an_unexpected life
circunstance, such as, but not Ilimtedto, an illness.

E2SHB 2377 p. 8
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(b) Extensions may only be granted to early achievers program
parti ci pants who have denpnstrated engagenent in the early achievers

program
(c) A _report outlining the early achievers program extension
protocol shall be delivered to the appropriate commttees of

| egi slature by Decenber 31, 2014.

(15) Before final inplementation of the early achievers program
the departnent shall report on program progress, as defined within the
race to the top federal grant award, and expenditures to the
appropriate policy and fiscal commttees of the |legislature. Nothing
in this section changes the departnent's responsibility to collectively
bar gai n over mandatory subj ects.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A newsectionis added to chapter 43.215 RCW
to read as foll ows:

REDUCTI ON OF BARRI ERS- - LOWM | NCOVE PROVI DERS AND PROGRAMS.  Subj ect
to the anounts appropriated for this specific purpose, the departnent
shall, in collaboration with tribal governnments and community and
statewi de partners, inplenment a protocol to maximze and encourage
participation in the early achievers programfor |owincone center and
famly home child care providers and provi ders who offer programmng in
| ow-i ncome nei ghbor hoods. The protocol should address barriers to
early achievers program participation and include at a mninmum the
fol | ow ng:

(1) The creation of a substitute pool; and

(2) The establishnment of needs-based grants for providers at |evel
2 in the early achievers programto assist with purchasing curricul um
devel opnment, instructional materials, supplies, and equipment to
i nprove programaquality.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A newsectionis added to chapter 43.215 RCW
to read as foll ows:

THE EARLY ACHI EVERS PROGRAM DATA COLLECTI ON AND EVALUATI ON. (1)
The departnent shall collect |ongitudinal, student-level data on all
children attendi ng a worki ng connections child care programor an early
chil dhood education and assistance program Data collected should
capture at a mninmumthe follow ng characteristics:

(a) Daily programattendance;

p. 9 E2SHB 2377
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(b) Identification of classroom and teacher;

(c) Early achievers programquality | evel rating;

(d) Program hours;

(e) Programduration;

(f) Distinct ethnic categories within racial subgroups that align
Wi th categories established by the education data center established in
RCW 43. 41. 400; and

(g) Devel opnent al results from the Washington kindergarten
i nventory of devel oping skills in RCW28A. 655. 080.

(2) Data collected pursuant to this section shall be provided to
t he education data center established i n RCW 43. 41. 400.

(3) Data collected pursuant to this section shall be provided to
t he Washi ngton state institute for public policy.

(4) The departnment shall provide child care and early | earning
provi ders student-|evel data collected pursuant to this section that
are specific to the child care provider's or the early learning
provi der's program

(5 (a) The Washington state institute for public policy shall
conduct a longitudinal analysis examning relationships between the
early achievers program quality ratings levels and outcones for
children participating in subsidized early care and educati on prograns.

(b) The institute shall submt the first report to the appropriate
commttees of the legislature by Decenber 31, 2017. The institute
shall submt subsequent reports annually to the appropriate commttees
of the legislature by Decenber 31st, with the final report due Decenber
31, 2020. The final report shall include a cost-benefit anal ysis.

Sec. 6. RCW43.215.135 and 2013 ¢ 323 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent shall establish and inplenment policies in the
wor ki ng connections child care program to pronote stability ((and)) .
quality of care for children from | owinconme househol ds, and_support
school readiness for young |learners. Policies for the expenditure of
funds constituting the working connections child care program nust be
consistent with the outcone neasures defined in RCW 74. 08A. 410 and t he
standards established in this section intended to pronote quality early

care and_education programmng, and_stability and continuity of care
for children.

E2SHB 2377 p. 10
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(2) ((Beginninrg—tn—H-seal—year—2043-)) Authorizations for the
wor ki ng connections child care subsidy ((shal—be)) are effective for
twelve nonths ((unless—a— ehange —in — eireunstances —heecessitates
reautherzat-en — seoner — than — twelve — pppths—TFhe — twelve-—npRth

e . L Ly if ot ] : I hild beid

i . hild .

(3)—Subject—to—the—avat-tabi- bty —ofl—amounts—appropriated—tor—this
spect-e—purpoese-—begianing —Septenber — 31— — 2043 —worki-ng —connect-ons
ehd—ecare—provi-ders—shabl-—recetve—a—Hve—percent—inerease—+n—the
subsidy rate for enrolling inltevel 2 in the early achievers prograns.
Provi-ders—mrust—completetevel—2and—advanceto—tevel3—wthinthirty
mopths—tn—ordertormaintatlnthis—inerease)). A child is eligible for
wor ki ng connections child care for a twelve-nonth enroll nent period and
may not be_ deened_ineligible due to_any_ change_in_ circunstance
including, but not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) Achange in famly conposition or househol d;

(b) Achange in a parent's or a caregiver's enploynent status;

(c) A change in a parent's_or a caregiver's enploynent status due
to health, maternity or paternity |eave, or other famly |eave
condition as provided for in chapter 49.78 RCW or

(d) Achange in a parent's or a caregiver's incone.

(3) Wrrking connections child care is a_ capped program The

working_ connections_child care cap_is_established in_the operating
budget .

(4) (a) The departnent shall adopt rules pertaining to the working
connections child care programfor both contracted slots and child care
vouchers that outline the foll ow ng:

(i) Allowabl e periods of child absences;

(ii) Required contact with parents or careqgivers to discuss child
absences and encourage regul ar program attendance; and

(iii) A de-enrollnment procedure when allowable child absences are
exceeded.

(b) The inplenentation of rules pertaining to child absences and
de-enrollnment procedures nust align with the inplenentation of the
electronic_tine_and_attendance record_system Rul es pertaining_to
child absences and de-enroll nent procedures shall be adopted no |ater
than July 31, 2015.

p. 11 E2SHB 2377
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(5) Child care providers serving_ nonschool age children_ and
receiving state subsidy paynents nust enroll in the early achievers
program and_conplete level 2 activities by July 1, 2017, or_ the
provider can no longer receive a state subsidy under this section.

(6)(a) Child care_ providers_ serving nonschool age_ children_and
receiving state subsidy paynents nust be rated at level 3 in the early
achievers program by July 1, 2019, or _ the provider can_no_|onger
receive state subsidy under this section.

(b) If a child care provider serving nonschool age children and
receiving state subsidy paynents has conpleted all of level 2
activities and is approved and waiting for a rating by July 1, 2019,
the provider nmay continue to receive state subsidy pending the
successful conpletion of the level 3 rating activity. If the provider
does not rate at a level 3 or higher during the level 3 rating
activity, the provider can no _longer receive state subsidy under this
section.

(7) Effective July 1, 2015, a new child care_ provider_serving
nonschool age children and receiving state subsidy paynents rnust
conplete the followng activities or the provider can no | onger receive
a state subsidy under this section:

(a) Enroll inthe early achievers programwthin thirty days;

(b) Conplete the early achievers programquality level 2 activities
within twelve nonths fromreceiving a state subsidy; and

(c) Rate _as_an_early achievers_ program quality level 3 wthin
thirty nonths fromreceiving a state subsidy paynent.

(8)(a) Famly, friend, and neighbor child care providers who
receive state subsidy paynents and are exenpt fromchild care licensure
are not required to join_early achievers while qualifying as_an
unl i censed provider.

(b) Famly, friend, and_neighbor child care providers who receive
state subsidy paynents are required to _obtain a child care license no
later than thirty-six paid nonths after the effective date of this
section or thirty-six paid nonths after receiving the first subsidy
paynent, whichever occurs later, or after sinmultaneously or
consecutively caring for nore than six unrelated children unl ess one of
the follow ng conditions apply:

(i) The provider is an adult sibling, half-sibling, or stepsibling

E2SHB 2377 p. 12
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of the child or_ children receiving care _and_lives outside_ of the
child's or children's hone;

(ii) The provider is an extended tribal famly nenber of the child
or children receiving care;
(ii1) The provider is a_grandparent, stepgrandparent, half-
grandparent _ or _ great-grandparent, _ stepgreat-grandparent, _ or
hal f - great - grandparent of the child or children receiving care; or

(iv) The provider is an aunt or uncle, step-aunt or step-uncle,
hal f-aunt or half-uncle, or great-aunt or great-uncle, step-great-aunt
or step-great-uncle, or_ half-great-aunt or_ half-great-uncle_ of the
child or children receiving care.

(c) Famly, friend, and neighbor child care providers who do not
obtain child care |licensure under this section are not able to receive
state subsidies.

Sec. 7. RCW43.215.1352 and 2012 ¢ 251 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

When an applicant or recipient applies for or receives working
connections child care benefits, ((he—er—she)) the_ applicant or

recipient is required to( (=

£8-)) notify the departnment of social and health services, within
five days, of any change in providers((+—and
o g I I : ol | healt] . _withi

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. A newsectionis added to chapter 43.215 RCW
to read as foll ows:

CONTRACTED CHI LD CARE SLOTS. (1) The departnent shall enploy a
conbi nati on of vouchers and contracted slots for the subsidized child
care programin RCW43.215.135. Child care vouchers preserve parental
choi ce. Child care contracted slots pronpte access to continuous
quality care for children, provide parents and caregivers stable child
care that supports enploynent, and all ow providers to have predictable
f undi ng.

(2) The department shall contract at |east twenty percent of the
wor ki ng connections child care programslots by January 1, 2016.
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(3) Only a child care provider who participates in the early
achievers program and rates at a level 3, 4, or 5 is eligible to be
awar ded a contracted sl ot.

(4) Only providers offering full workday early care and education
opportunities are eligible to be awarded a contracted sl ot.

(5) The departnent is required to use data to calculate a set

nunber of targeted contracted slots. |In calculating this nunber, the
departnent nust take into account a representative balance of famly
home and center child care prograns and the overall geographic

distribution of child care prograns in the state. The targeted
contracted slots are reserved for prograns neeting both of the
foll ow ng conditions:

(a) Prograns in | owinconme nei ghbor hoods; and

(b) Programs that consist of at least fifty percent of children
recei ving subsi dy pursuant to RCW43. 215. 135.

(6) The departnent shall award the remaining contracted slots via
a conpetitive process and prioritize child care prograns with at | east
one of the follow ng characteristics:

(a) Prograns |located in a high-need geographic area;

(b) Prograns partnering wth elenentary schools to offer
transitional planning and support to children as they advance to
ki ndergarten; or

(c) Prograns serving children involved in the child welfare system
or children diagnosed wth a special need.

(7) The departnent shall pay a provider for each contracted slot,
unl ess a contracted slot is not used for thirty days.

(8) The departnent shall charge a child care copaynent for each
contracted sl ot and establish the copaynent fee by rule.

Sec. 9. RCW43.215.425 and 1994 ¢ 166 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent shall adopt rules under chapter 34.05 RCW for
the admnistration of the early childhood education_and_assistance
program  Approved early chil dhood education and assistance prograns
shall conduct needs assessnents of their service area, identify any
targeted groups of children, to include but not belimted to children
of seasonal and mgrant farmwrkers and native Anerican popul ations

E2SHB 2377 p. 14
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living either on or off reservation, and provide to the departnent a
service delivery plan, to the extent practicable, that addresses these
targeted popul ati ons.

(2) The departnent, in developing rules for the early chil dhood
education_and_assistance program_ shall consult with the advisory
coommittee, and shall consider such factors as coordination wth
exi sting head start and other early chil dhood prograns, the preparation
necessary for instructors, qualifications of instructors, adequate
space and equi pnent, and special transportation needs. The rul es shal
specifically require the early childhood prograns to provide for
parental involvenent in participation wwth their child s program in
| ocal program policy decisions, in devel opnment and revision of service
delivery systens, and in parent education and trai ning.

(3)(a) The departnent shall adopt rules pertaining to the early
chil dhood education and assistance program that outline allowable
periods of child absences, required contact wth parents or caregivers
to_discuss_child_ absences_ and_encourage_regular_ attendance, and_a
de-enrol |l ment procedure when all owable child absences are exceeded.

(b) The inplenentation of rules pertaining to child absences and
de-enroll nent procedures nust align with the inplenentation of the
electronic tinme and attendance record system

(c) Rules pertaining to child absences and de-enrol |l nent procedures
shal | be adopted no later than July 31, 2015.

(4) The departnent shall adopt rules_requiring_early_ childhood
education_and_assistance_program enployees_ and_vol unteers_ who_have
access to _children to submt to a_ fingerprint background check.
Fi ngerprint background check procedures for the early chil dhood
education and_assi stance programshall be the sane_as the background
check procedures in ROW43. 215. 215.

(5) By July 1, 2016, the departnent shall develop a pathway for
famly hone_providers to administer _an early chil dhood_education and
assi stance program

Sec. 10. RCW43.215.415 and 1994 ¢ 166 s 5 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Approved early childhood prograns shall receive state-funded
support through the departnent. Public or private nonsectarian
organi zations, including, but not I|imted to school districts,
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educational service districts, conmmunity and technical colleges, |oca
governments, or nonprofit organi zations, are eligible to participate as
providers of the state early chil dhood program

(2) Funds appropriated for the state program shall be used to
continue to operate existing prograns or to establish new or expanded
early chil dhood prograns((;—and—shalt—net—beusedto—supptantfederalty

supported—head—start—prograns) ) .
(3) Funds obtained by providers through voluntary grants or

contributions from i ndi vi dual s, agenci es, cor porations, or
organi zations may be used to expand or enhance preschool prograns so
long as program standards established by the departnent are
mai nt ai ned( (— —shat—not—he—used—to— —

(4) Persons applying to conduct the early chil dhood program shall
identify targeted groups and the nunber of children to be served,
program conponents, the qualifications of instructional and special
staff, the source and anpunt of grants or contributions from sources
other than state funds, facilities and equipnent support, and
transportati on and personal care arrangenents.

(5) Early childhood education and assi stance providers nust enrol
in the early achievers program and be rated at a level 3 by July 1,
2015.

(6) Early_ childhood_ education_and_assistance_ providers_nust_be
rated at alevel 4 inthe early achievers programby July 1, 2019.

(7) Effective January 1, 2015, new early chil dhood educati on and
assi stance programslots are only available to early achievers program
participants rated at a level 3, 4, or 5.

(8) Effective July 1, 2017, any provider adm nistering an early
chil dhood_ education_and assi stance_ program nust institute a_ working
connections child care programand nmaintain an optional full workday

program

Sec. 11. RCW43.215.455 and 2010 ¢ 231 s 3 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Beginning Septenmber 1, 2011, an early learning program to
provi de voluntary preschool opportunities for children three and four
years of age shall be inplenmented according to the funding and
i npl enmentation plan in RCW ((43—235-342)) 43.215.456. The program nust
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be a conprehensive program providing early childhood education and
famly support, options for par ent al I nvol venent and health
information, screening, and referral services, as famly need is
determned. Participation in the programis voluntary. On a space
avai l abl e basis, the programmay allow enrollnment of children who are
not otherw se eligible by assessing a fee.

(2) The first phase of the program shall be inplenented by
utilizing the program standards and eligibility criteria in the early
chi | dhood education and assistance program in RCW 43.215.400 through
43. 215. 450.

(3) For the 2014-15 school year, the programinplenentation inthis
section shall prioritize prograns neeting at | east one of the foll ow ng

characteristics:

(a) Progranms |ocated in a high-need geographi cal area;

(b) Prograns offering full woirkday early care and_ education
progranm nqg;

(c) Providers participating in_ the early achievers program and
rated at level 3, 4, or 5; or

(d) Prograns offering services to children diagnosed with a speci al
need or children involved in the child welfare system

(4) For the 2014-15 school year, eighty percent of the slots for
program inplenentation described in this section are reserved for
providers offering full workday early care and education progranm ng.

(5) For the 2015-16 school year, the programinplenentationin this

section shall prioritize prograns neeting at | east one of the foll ow ng

characteristics:

(a) Progranms |ocated in a high-need geographical area;

(b) Prograns offering full woirkday early care and_ education
progranm ng; or

(c) Prograns offering services to children diagnosed with a speci al
need or children involved in the child welfare system

(6) For the 2015-16 school year, only providers participating in
the early achievers program and rated at_a_ level 3, 4, or_ 5 are
eligible for the programinplenentati on under this section.

(7) For the 2015-16 school year, eighty percent of the slots for
program inplenentation described in this section are reserved for
providers offering full workday early care and education progranm ng.
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(8) The director shall adopt rules for the follow ng program
conponents, as appropriate and necessary during the phased
i npl ementation of the program

(a) M nimum program standards, including |ead teacher, assistant
teacher, and staff qualifications;

(b) Approval of program providers; and

(c) Accountability and adherence to performance standards.

((4)Y)) (9) The departnent has adm nistrative responsibility for:

(a) Approving and contracting with providers according to rules
devel oped by the director under this section;

(b) In partnership with school districts, nonitoring program
qual ity and assuring the programis responsive to the needs of eligible
chil dren;

(c) Assuring that program providers work cooperatively wth schoo
districts to coordinate the transition from preschool to kindergarten
so that children and their famlies are well-prepared and supported,
and

(d) Providing technical assistance to contracted providers.

(10) The departnent shall conplete an annual programinpl enentation
report on_preschool and the working connections child care_ program
The first report is due by Decenber 31, 2014, and the final report is
due by Decenber 31, 2018. The preschool programinplenentation report
nust _be_posted_annually on_the departnent's web_site and_delivered
annually to_ the appropriate commttees of the_ leqgislature. The
preschool programinpl enentation report nust address the foll ow ng:

(a) Progress_on_preschool _program inplenentation_as_required
pursuant to this section and RCW43. 215. 415;

(b) An_exam nation of the regional distribution of new preschool
programm ng by zip code;

(c) An analysis of the inpact of preschool expansion on |owincone
nei ghbor hoods and conmuni ti es;

(d) Recommendations to address any identified barriers to access to
quality preschool for children living in |owincone neighborhoods;

(e) An analysis of any inpact of quality strengthening efforts on
the availability of infant and toddl er care;

(f) An_analysis_of any inpact of full workday early care_and
education opportunities directives; and

E2SHB 2377 p. 18
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(g) An examnation of any identified barriers for providers to
offer full workday early care and educati on opportunities.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 12. A new section is added to chapter 43.215
RCWto read as foll ows:

SINGLE SET OF LI CENSI NG STANDARDS. No later than July 1, 2015, the
departnent shall inplenent a single set of |icensing standards for
child care and the early chil dhood educati on and assi stance program
The new | i censi ng standards mnust:

(1) Use the early achievers programas a foundational framework and
elimnate additional burdensonme regulations for providers who
denonstrate higher |evels of quality care;

(2) Take into account the separate needs of famly care providers
and child care centers; and

(3) Pronote the continued safety of child care settings.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 13. A new section is added to chapter 43.215
RCWto read as foll ows:

| NTEGRATI ON W TH LOCAL GOVERNMENT EFFORTS. (1) The foundation of
the early care and education systemin Washington is the quality rating
and inprovenent system entitled the early achievers program In an
effort to build on the existing quality framework, enhance access to
quality care for children, and strengthen the entire early care and
education systemin the state, it is inportant to integrate the efforts
of | ocal governnent.

(2) Local governnment 1is encouraged to collaborate wth the
departnment when establishing early |earning prograns for residents.

(3) Local governnent may contribute funds to the departnent for the
fol |l ow ng purposes:

(a) Initial investnents to build capacity and quality in |ocal
early care and educati on progranm ng; and

(b) Reductions in copaynents charged to parents or caregivers.

(4) Funds contributed to the departnent by | ocal governnent nust be
deposited in the early start account established in section 14 of this
act .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 14. A new section is added to chapter 43.215
RCWto read as foll ows:
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The early start account is created in the state treasury. Revenues
in the account shall consist of appropriations by the |egislature and
all other sources deposited into the account. Moneys in the account
may only be used after appropriation. Expendi tures from t he account
may be used only to inprove the quality of early care and education
programm ng. The departnent oversees the account.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 15. A new section is added to chapter 43.215
RCWto read as foll ows:

The departnent shall inplenent an electronic time and attendance
records system by July 1, 2015. The savings generated from the
el ectronic tinme and attendance records system shall be used to inprove
quality in the early | earning system

NEW SECTION. Sec. 16. 2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 16 s 2 (uncodified) is
r epeal ed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 17. A new section is added to chapter 43.215
RCWto read as foll ows:

Chapter . . ., Laws of 2014 (this act) may be known and cited as
the early start act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 18. |If specific funding for the purposes of
this act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not
provi ded by June 30, 2014, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act
is null and voi d.

~-- END ---
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