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HOUSE BI LL 2253

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2014 Regul ar Sessi on
State of Washi ngton 63rd Legi sl ature 2014 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Manweller, Sells, Johnson, and Ryu

Read first tinme 01/15/14. Referred to Commttee on Labor & Wrkforce
Devel opnent .

AN ACT Relating to tel ecommunications installations; anmendi ng RCW
19. 28. 400 and 19. 28. 191; and decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW19.28.400 and 2000 c 238 s 204 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this subchapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Tel ecomuni cati ons backbone cabling systens” neans a system
that provides interconnections between teleconmunications closets,
equi pnent roons, and entrance facilities in the teleconmunications
cabling system structure. Backbone cabling consists of the backbone
cabl es, internediate and main cross-connects, nmechani cal term nations,
and patch cords or junpers used for backbone to backbone cross-
connection. Backbone cabling al so includes cabling between buil di ngs.

(2) "Board" neans the electrical board under RCW19. 28. 311.

(3) "Departnment” neans the departnent of | abor and i ndustries.

(4) "Director" neans the director of the departnent or the
director's designee.
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(5) "Telecommunications horizontal cabling systenms"” neans the
portions of the teleconmunications cabling system that extend((s
Fextend})) fromthe work area tel ecommuni cations outlet or connector to
the telecommunications closet. The horizontal cabling includes the
hori zontal cables, the tel ecomunications outlet or connector in the
wor k area, the nmechanical term nation, and horizontal cross-connections
| ocated in the tel ecomuni cati ons cl oset.

(6) "Tel ecommuni cati ons network demarcation point" neans the point
or interconnection between the service provider's conmunications
cabling, termnal equipnent, and protective apparatus and the
custoner's prem ses tel econmuni cations cabling system The |ocation of
this point for regulated carriers is determ ned by federal and state
regul ations. The carrier should be contacted to determ ne the | ocation
policies in effect in the area.

(7) "Telecomrunications scope of work" neans the work of a
t el ecomuni cations contractor. This includes the installation
mai nt enance, and testing of tel ecomrunications systens, equi pnent, and
associ ated hardware, pathway systens, and cable managenent systens,
whi ch excludes cable tray and conduit raceway systens. The scope al so
includes installation of open wiring systens of teleconmunications
cabl es, surface nonnetallic raceways designated and used exclusively
for telecomrunications, optical fiber innerduct raceway, underground
raceways designated and used exclusively for telecomunications and
installed for additions or extensions to existing tel econmunications
systens not to exceed fifty feet inside the building, and incidental
short sections of circular or surface netal raceway, not to exceed ten
feet, for access or protection of teleconmunications cabling and
installation of cable trays and |adder racks in telecommunications
service entrance roons, spaces, or closets.

(8 A "telecomunications structured cabling systemt is the
conplete collective configuration of cabling and associ ated hardware at
a given site and installed to perform specific teleconmunications
functi ons.

(9) "Tel ecommuni cations adm ni strator”™ nmeans a person desi gnated by
a telecomunications contractor to supervise the installation of
t el econmuni cati ons systens in accordance with rul es adopted under this
chapter.

HB 2253. SL p. 2
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(10) "Tel ecommunications closet” neans a room for housing
t el ecommuni cati ons equi pnment, cable termnations, and cross-connect
wWiring that serve that particular floor. The closet is the recognized
transition point between the backbone and horizontal cabling systens.

(11) "Tel ecommunications contractor”™ neans a person, firm
partnershi p, corporation, or other entity that advertises, offers to
undertake, undertakes, submts a bid for, or does the work of
installing or maintaining tel ecommunications systens.

(12) "Tel econmuni cations service entrance room or space" nmeans a
room or space used as the building serving facility in which the
joining of inter-building and intra-buil di ng backbone facilities takes
pl ace. The service entrance room nmay al so house el ectroni c equi pnent
serving any tel ecomruni cations function.

(13) "Tel ecommuni cati ons systens" nmeans structured cabling systens
that begin at the demarcation point between the |ocal service provider
and the custoner's prem ses structured cabling system

(a) Tel ecommuni cations systens enconpass all forns of infornmation
generation, processi ng, and transporting of signals conveyed
electronically or optically within or between buildings, including
voi ce, data, video, and audi o.

(b) Tel econmmuni cati ons systens include structured cabling systens,
conpati bl e connecting hardware, telecomrunications equi pnent, premn ses

sw t chi ng equi pnent providing _ operational _ power _ to _ the
tel ecomuni cations_ device, infrared, fiber optic, radio-frequency,
power distribution associated wth_ telecomunications systens, and
ot her | i mted-energy i nt erconnecti ons associ at ed wth

t el ecomruni cati ons systens or appliances.

(c) Tel ecommuni cations systens do not include horizontal cabling
used for fire protection signaling systens, intrusion alarnms, access
control systens, patient nonitoring systens, energy managenent contr ol
systenms, industrial and automation control systenms, HVAC/ refrigeration
control systens, lighting or lighting control systens, and stand-al one
anplified sound or public address systens.

(d) Tel ecommuni cations systens may interface with other building
signal systens including security, alarns, and energy nmanagenent at
cross-connection junctions within telecomunications closets or at
ext ended points of denar cat i on. Horizontal @ cabling for a
tel ecomuni cations_outlet, necessary to_interface with any of these
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systens_outside of a_telecomunications _closet, is_the work of the
t el ecomuni cations contractor. Tel ecomruni cations systens do not
include the installation or termnation of premses |ine voltage
service, feeder, or branch circuit conductors or equi pnent.

(14) "Tel ecommunications worker" mneans a person primarily and
regularly engaged in the installation and/or mai nt enance  of
t el ecomruni cati ons systens, equi pnent, and infrastructure as defined in
this chapter.

(15) "Tel econmuni cati ons workstation" neans a buil ding space where
t he occupant normally interacts with tel econmuni cations equi pnment. The
tel ecommuni cations outlet in the work area is the point at which end-
user equipnment plugs into the building telecomunications utility
formed by the pat hway, space, and building wring system

Sec. 2. RCW19.28.191 and 2013 ¢ 23 s 30 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Upon receipt of the application, the departnent shall review
t he application and determ ne whether the applicant is eligible to take
an exam nation for the master journey |level electrician, journey |evel
el ectrician, master specialty electrician, or specialty electrician
certificate of conpetency.

(a) Before July 1, 2005, an applicant who possesses a valid journey
| evel electrician certificate of conpetency in effect for the previous
four years and a valid general admnistrator's certificate may apply
for a master journey level electrician certificate of conpetency
W t hout exam nati on.

(b) Before July 1, 2005, an applicant who possesses a valid
specialty electrician certificate of conpetency, in the specialty
applied for, for the previous tw years and a valid specialty
adm nistrator's certificate, in the specialty applied for, my apply
for a master specialty electrician certificate of conpetency w thout
exam nati on

(c) Before Decenber 1, 2003, the follow ng persons nmay obtain an
equi pnent repair specialty electrician certificate of conpetency
W t hout exam nati on:

(i) A person who has successfully conpleted an apprenticeship
program approved under chapter 49.04 RCWfor the machinist trade; and
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(ii) A person who provides evidence in a form prescribed by the
departnent affirmng that: (A) He or she was enployed as of April 1,
2003, by a factory-authorized equi pnment deal er or service conpany; and
(B) he or she has worked in equipnent repair for a mninum of four
t housand hours.

(d) To be eligible to take the exam nation for a naster journey
| evel electrician certificate of conpetency, the applicant nust have
possessed a valid journey level electrician certificate of conpetency
for four years.

(e) To be eligible to take the exam nation for a naster specialty
electrician certificate of conpetency, the applicant nust have
possessed a valid specialty electrician certificate of conpetency, in
the specialty applied for, for tw years.

(f) To be eligible to take the exam nation for a journey |evel
certificate of conpetency, the applicant nust have:

(i) Worked in the electrical construction trade for a m ni mum of
ei ght thousand hours, of which four thousand hours shall be in
i ndustrial or commercial electrical installation under the supervision
of a master journey |evel electrician or journey |level electrician and
not nore than a total of four thousand hours in all specialties under
the supervision of a master journey level electrician, journey |eve
el ectrician, master specialty electrician working in that electrician's
specialty, or specialty electrician working in that electrician's
specialty. Specialty electricians with I ess than a four thousand hour
wor k experience requirenent cannot credit the tine required to obtain
that specialty towards qualifying to becone a journey |evel
el ectrician; or

(i1) Successfully conpleted an apprenticeship program approved
under chapter 49.04 RCWfor the electrical construction trade.

(g)() To be eligible to take the examnation for a specialty
electrician certificate of conpetency, the applicant nust have:

((6)) (A Wrkedin the residential (as specified in WAC 296-46B-
920(2)(a)), punmp and irrigation (as specified in WAC 296-46B-
920(2) (b)), sign (as specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2)(d)), Ilimted
energy (as specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2)(e)), nonresidentia
mai nt enance (as specified in WAC 296-46B-920(2)(g)), or other new
nonresi dential specialties as determned by the departnment in rule
under the supervision of a master journey |level electrician, journey
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|l evel electrician, master specialty electrician working in that
electrician's specialty, or specialty electrician working in that
electrician's specialty for a m ni numof four thousand hours;

((+H)) (B) Wrked in the appliance repair specialty as determ ned
by the departnment in rule, restricted nonresidential maintenance as
determ ned by the departnent in rule, the equi pnent repair specialty as
determ ned by the departnent in rule, the punp and irrigation specialty
ot her than as defined by (g)(i)(A) of this subsection or donestic punp
specialty as determ ned by the departnent in rule, or a specialty other
than the designated specialties in (g)(i)(A) of this subsection for a
m ninmum of the initial ninety days, or longer if set by rule by the
departnment. The restricted nonresidential maintenance specialty is
limted to a maxi mum of 277 volts and 20 anperes for lighting branch
circuits and/or a maxinmum of 250 volts and 60 anperes for other
circuits, but excludes the replacenent or repair of circuit breakers.
The initial period nust be spent under one hundred percent supervision
of a master journey level electrician, journey |level electrician,
master specialty electrician working in that electrician's specialty,
or specialty electrician working in that electrician's specialty.
After this initial period, a person nay take the specialty exam nation.
| f the person passes the exam nation, the person nmay work unsupervi sed
for the balance of the mninmm hours required for certification. A
person may not be certified as a specialty electrician in the appliance
repair specialty or in a specialty other than the designated
((speetalities)) specialties in (g)(i)(A) of this subsection, however,
until the person has worked a mninmumof two thousand hours in that
specialty, or longer if set by rule by the departnent; or

((++H)r)) (C Successfully conpleted an approved apprenticeship
program under chapter 49.04 RCW for the applicant's specialty in the
el ectrical construction trade((:—er)).

((1)) (ii) Inneeting the training requirenents for the punp and

irrigation or donestic punp specialties, the individual shall be
allowed to obtain the experience required by this section at the sane
time the individual is neeting the experience required by RCW

18.106.040(1)(c). After neeting the training requirenents provided in
this section, the individual nmay take the exam nation and upon passi ng
t he exam nation, neeting additional training requirenments as may stil

be required for those seeking a punp and irrigation, or a donestic punp

HB 2253. SL p. 6
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specialty certificate as defined by rule, and paying the applicable
fees, the individual nust be issued the appropriate certificate. The
department may include an examnation for specialty plunbing
certificate defined in RCW 18.106.010(10)(c) wth the exam nation
required by this section. The departnent, by rule and in consultation
with the electrical board, may establish additional equival ent ways to
gain the experience requirenments required by this subsection
I ndi vi dual s who are able to provide evidence to the departnent, prior
to January 1, 2007, that they have been enployed as a punp installer in
the punp and irrigation or domestic punp business by an appropriately
licensed electrical contractor, registered general contractor defined
by chapter 18.27 RCW or appropriate general specialty contractor
defined by chapter 18.27 RCWfor not |ess than eight thousand hours in
the nost recent six calendar years shall be issued the appropriate
certificate by the departnent upon receiving such docunentation and
applicable fees. The departnent shall establish a single docunent for
t hose who have received both an electrical specialty certification as
defined by this subsection and have also net the certification
requi renents for the specialty plunber as defined by RCW
18.106. 010(10)(c), showng that the individual has received both
certifications. No ot her experience or training requirenents nay be
i nposed.

(iii) Before July 1, 2015, an applicant possessing_an electrica
training certificate issued by the departnent is eligible to apply one
hour of every two hours of unsupervised telecomunications system
installation work experience toward eligibility for exam nation for a
l[imted energy system certificate of conpetency (as specified in WAC
296-46B-920(2)(e)), if:

(A) The telecommunications work experience was obtained while
enployed by a_contractor |icensed under this_chapter as_a_general
electrical contractor (as specified in WAC 296-46B-920(1)) or limted
energy system specialty contractor (as_ specified in_ WAC 296-46B-
920(2)(e)); and

(B) Evidence of the tel ecommunications work experience is submtted
in the formof an affidavit prescribed by the departnent.

(h) Any applicant for a journey level electrician certificate of
conpetency who has successfully conpleted a two-year program in the
el ectrical construction trade at public community or technical

p. 7 HB 2253. SL
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coll eges, or not-for-profit nationally accredited technical or trade
schools licensed by the workforce training and education coordi nati ng
board under chapter 28C. 10 RCW nmmy substitute up to two years of the
technical or trade school program for two years of work experience
under a master journey |level electrician or journey |level electrician.
The applicant shall obtain the additional two years of work experience
required in industrial or commercial electrical installation prior to
the beginning, or after the conpletion, of the technical school
program Any applicant who has received training in the electrica
construction trade in the arnmed service of the United States may be
eligible to apply arned service work experience towards qualification
to take the exam nation for the journey level electrician certificate
of conpetency.

(1) An applicant for a specialty electrician certificate of
conpetency who, after January 1, 2000, has successfully conpleted a
two-year program in the electrical construction trade at a public
community or technical college, or a not-for-profit nationally
accredited technical or trade school licensed by the workforce training
and education coordinating board under chapter 28C 10 RCW nmay
substitute up to one year of the technical or trade school programfor
one year of work experience under a master journey |evel electrician,
journey level electrician, master specialty electrician working in that
electrician's specialty, or specialty electrician working in that
el ectrician's specialty. Any applicant who has received training in
the electrical construction trade in the arnmed services of the United
States may be eligible to apply arned service work experience towards
qualification to take the examnation for an appropriate specialty
electrician certificate of conpetency.

(j) The departnment nust determ ne whether hours of training and
experience in the arned services or school program are in the
el ectrical construction trade and appropriate as a substitute for hours
of work experience. The departnent nust use the following criteria for
eval uating the equival ence of classroom electrical training prograns
and work in the electrical construction trade:

(i) A two-year electrical training program nust consist of three
t housand or nore hours.

(i) I'n a two-year electrical training program a mninmm of two
t housand four hundred hours of student/instructor contact time nust be

HB 2253. SL p. 8
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technical electrical instruction directly related to the scope of work
of the electrical specialty. Student/instructor contact tine includes
| ecture and i n-school | ab.

(ti1) The departnment may not allow credit for a program that
accepts nore than one thousand hours transferred from anot her school's
program

(1v) Electrical specialty training school prograns of |ess than two
years w Il have all of the above student/instructor contact tinme hours
proportionately reduced. Such prograns may not apply to nore than
fifty percent of the work experience required to attain certification.

(v) Electrical training prograns of |less than two years may not be
credited towards qualification for journey |l evel electrician unless the
training programis used to gain qualification for a four thousand hour
el ectrical specialty.

(k) No other requirenment for eligibility my be i nposed.

(2) The departnment shall establish reasonable rules for the
exam nations to be given applicants for certificates of conpetency. In
establishing the rules, the departnent shall consult with the board.
Upon determnation that the applicant is eligible to take the
exam nation, the department shall so notify the applicant, indicating
the tinme and place for taking the exam nation.

(3) No noncertified individual may work unsupervi sed nore than one
year beyond the date when the trainee would be eligible to test for a
certificate of conpetency if working on a full-tine basis after
original application for the trainee certificate. For the purposes of
this section, "full-tinme basis" neans two t housand hours.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Section 1 of this act is necessary for the
i mredi ate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state governnment and its existing public institutions,

and takes effect i medi ately.

Passed by the House March 10, 2014.

Passed by the Senate March 7, 2014.

Approved by the Governor March 31, 2014.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 31, 2014.
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