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HOUSE BI LL 1270

Passed Legislature - 2009 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Geen, Cody, D ckerson, Ericksen, Upthegrove,
Springer, Roberts, and Nel son; by request of Departnent of Social and
Heal th Services and Health Care Authority

Read first time 01/16/09. Referred to Comrittee on Early Learning &
Children's Servi ces.

AN ACT Relating to permtting el ectronic signatures on applications
for public assistance and for benefits adm nistered by the health care
aut hority; anmendi ng RCW 74. 08. 055; and addi ng a new section to chapter
41. 05 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW74.08.055 and 2003 ¢ 53 s 366 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Each applicant for or recipient of public assistance shall
((reke—an)) conplete and sign a physical application or, if available,
electronic application for assistance which shall contain or be
verified by a witten declaration that it is ((fa€de)) signed under the
penalties of perjury. The departnment may nake el ectronic applications
avai l able. The secretary, by rule and regul ation, may require that any
other forms filled out by applicants or recipients of public assistance
shall contain or be verified by a witten declaration that it is nmade
under the penalties of perjury and such declaration shall be in |lieu of
any oath otherw se requi red, and each applicant shall be so inforned at
the time of the signing. The application_and signature verification
shall be in accordance with federal requirenents for that program
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(2) Any applicant for or recipient of public assistance who
willfully makes and ((subseribes)) signs any application, statenent
((ef)), other paper, or electronic record which contains or is verified
by a witten declaration that it is made under the penalties of perjury
and whi ch he or she does not believe to be true and correct as to every
material matter is guilty of a class B fel ony punishable according to
chapter 9A. 20 RCW

(3) As used in this section:

(a) "Electronic_record" neans_a_record_generated, comuni cated,
received, or_stored by electronic _neans_for_ use_in_an_information
systemor for transm ssion fromone information systemto another.

(b) "Electronic signature” neans_a signature in_electronic form
attached to_ or logically associated wth an_ electronic record
including, but not |limted to, a digital signature. An_electronic
signature is a paperless way to sign a docunent using an electronic
sound, synbol, or process, attached to or logically associated with a
record and executed or adopted by a person with the intent to sign the
record.

(c) "Sign" includes signing by physical signature, if available, or
el ectronic_signature. An_application nust contain_a_signature_in
either physical or, if available, electronic form

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 41.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The adm nistrator may require applications, enrollnment forns,
and eligibility certification docunments for benefits that are
adm ni stered by the authority under this chapter and chapters 70.47 and
70.47A RCW to be signed by the person submtting them The
adm ni strator may accept el ectronic signatures.

(2) For the purpose of this section, "electronic signature" neans
a signature in electronic formattached to or logically associated with
an electronic record including, but not Ilimted to, a digital
si gnat ure.

Passed by the House February 23, 20009.

Passed by the Senate April 10, 2009.

Approved by the Governor April 24, 2009.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 27, 2009.
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