FINAL BILL REPORT
SSB 5245

Brief Description: Authorizing county commissioners to administer oaths of office to state
legidators.

Sponsors. Senate Committee on State Government, Tribal Affairs & Elections (originally
sponsored by Senators Krishnadasan, Valdez, Nobles, Shewmake and Wilson, J.).

Senate Committee on State Gover nment, Tribal Affairs & Elections
House Committee on L ocal Gover nment

Background: Oaths of Office. After the election results have been certified, every person
elected to an office in the state of Washington, including jurisdictions within counties,
cities, and towns, is required by the Washington constitution, or statutes, or both to take an
oath or affirmation of office prior to serving. The oath or affirmation of office must comply
with the appropriate statute or, if none is specified for that office, in accordance with the
oath or affirmation set forth in statute. Depending on the office and tradition, the oath or
affirmation of office may be taken or attested either verbally or in writing.

Legidative Oaths of Office. Traditionally, state legidlative officers are administered an oath
of office at the start of the legislative session. Article VI of the U.S. Constitution requires
that all executive, judicia, and legidative officials of the state must swear an oath or
affirmation to support the Constitution. Article I, section 6 of the Washington State
Congtitution stipulates that the mode of administering an oath, or affirmation, shall be such
as may be most consistent with and binding upon the conscience of the person to whom
such oath, or affirmation, may be administered.

Summary: The legidative authority of each county is granted power to administer oaths of
office to state legidlators.

Voteson Final Passage:
Senate 43 4
House 96 O

Effective: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legidative
membersin their deliberations. Thisanalysisis not part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legidative intent.
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