
SENATE BILL REPORT
HB 2371

As of February 12, 2024

Title:  An act relating to clarifying the rules surrounding the removal of political advertising.

Brief Description:  Clarifying the rules surrounding the removal of political advertising.

Sponsors:  Representatives Cheney and Walen.

Brief History: Passed House: 2/7/24, 97-0.
Committee Activity:  State Government & Elections: 2/15/24.

Brief Summary of Bill

Specifies that political advertising is not lawfully placed if it remains in 
place past any deadline for removal provided by law. 

•

SENATE COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT & ELECTIONS

Staff: Greg Vogel (786-7413)

Background:  Under state law, it is illegal to remove or deface a lawfully placed political 
advertisement, including yard signs or billboards, without authorization. Removing or 
defacing a lawfully placed political advertisement may be prosecuted as a misdemeanor, 
punishable by imprisonment in county jail for up to 90 days and a fine of up to $1,000.
 
Rules adopted by the Washington State Department of Transportation regulate temporary 
political signs located along primary system highways, for example, on private property, or 
outside of incorporated cities or towns or commercial or industrial areas. These signs must 
be removed within ten days after an election, except signs for a candidate who is successful 
in a primary may remain up until ten days after the general election.

Summary of Bill:  Political advertising is not lawfully placed if it remains in place past any 
deadline for removal provided by law.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Creates Committee/Commission/Task Force that includes Legislative members:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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