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S.310

Introduced by Committee on Government Operations
Date: February 6, 2024
Subject: Internal security and public safety; taxation and finance; natural
disaster recovery
Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to create the
Community Resilience and Disaster Mitigation Grant Program and the
Community Resilience and Disaster Mitigation Fund. This bill proposes to
define emergency response personnel and require local emergency
management organizations and local emergency planning committees to
incorporate information regarding the utilization of emergency response
personnel into emergency management plans. This bill proposes to
consolidate existing laws governing sewer utilities, amend the authority of
sewer utilities to adopt rates based on equivalent residential units, and establish
a grant program for certain joint operations of municipal stormwater utilities.
The bill proposes to authorize the Department of Public Safety to create the
Urban Search and Rescue Team to provide for the rapid response of trained
professionals to emergencies and other hazards occurring in the State. This
bill proposes to require Vermont 211 to keep confidential any personal
information acquired from victims of natural disasters except for coordinating

relief work for individuals. This bill proposes to require a policy making E-
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911 and VT-Alerts more responsive in large emergencies, to have VoIP service
providers provide subscriber information to the Enhanced 911 Board, and to
require required to telecommunications companies to notify their customers of
outages impacting communication with 911 or receiving emergency
notifications. This bill proposes to require the Vermont Emergency
Management Division to publish best management practices for rebuilding
after emergencies and for the placement and funding of local emergency
shelters, and to provide interpretation services for emergency communications.
This bill proposes to create a Chief Climate Resilience Officer in the
Department of Public Safety. This bill proposes to require the Vermont State
University and the President or designee for the University of Vermont report

on potentially creating postsecondary disaster management programs.

An act relating to natural disaster government response, recovery, and
resiliency

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

Mitigation Fund * * *
Sec. 1. 20 V.S.A. § 48 is added to rc2®

§ 48. COMMUNITY RESILIENCE AND DISASTER MM&GATION

S \VaU) UUNALV
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anMDisaster Mitigation Grant Program to award grants to covered

municigalities to provide support for disaster mitigation activities.

(b) DefWition. As used in this section, “covered municipality” means a

city, town, fireistrict or incorporated village, and all other governmental

incorporated units Mgat have adopted the State’s model flood hazard bylaws.

¢) Administration;$§nplementation.

(1) Grant awards. The Department of Public Safety, in coordination

with the Department of EnviroMgnental Conservation, shall administer the

Program, which shall award grants%or the following:

(A) technical assistance on ndral disaster mitigation to

municipalities; and

(B) projects that implement disaster rMitigation measures, including

watershed restoration and similar activities that dir8gtly reduce risks to

communities, lives, and property.

(2) Grant Program design. The Department of Publ® Safety, in

coordination with the Department of Environmental ConservatMn. shall design

the Program. The Program design shall:

(A) establish an equitable system for distributing grants stateWide on

the basis of need according to a system of priorities, including the followin¥
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of Wnvironmental Conservation’s Stream Alteration Rule and Flood Hazard

Area af River Corridor Rule.

i1) projects that use funding as a match for other grants, including

grants from thé4 ederal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA);

(ii1) pr&jects that are in hazard mitigation plans; and

(iv) projecW that are geographically located around the State, but

with a priority for projects W communities identified as high on the municipal

vulnerability index, as determifgd by the Vermont Climate Council;

(B) establish guidelines 8 disaster mitigation measures and costs

that will be eligible for grant funding: 3d

(C) establish eligibility criteria foscovered municipalities.

Sec. 2. 20 V.S.A. § 49 is added to read:

§ 499. COMMUNITY RESILIENCE AND DISA R MITIGATION

FUND

a) Creation. There is established the Community Resifence and Disaster

Mitigation Fund to provide funding to the Community Resilien¥e and Disaster

Mitigation Grant Program established in section 48 of this title. T Fund

shall be administered by the Department of Public Safety.

(b) Monies in the Fund. The Fund shall consist of monies appropriated%o
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(1) The Commissioner of Finance and Management may anticipate

receipts%o this Fund and issue warrants based thereon.

2 & Commissioner of Public Safety shall maintain accurate and

complete recordMef all receipts by and expenditures from the Fund.

(3) All balancdremaining at the end of a fiscal year shall be carried

over to the following yea

(d) Reports. On or beforcanuary 15 each year, the Commissioner of

Public Safety shall submit a report%o the House Committee on Environment

and Energy and the Senate Committee @ Natural Resources and Energy with

an update on the expenditures from the Fun¥ For each fiscal year, the report

shall include a summary of each project receivitig funding. The provisions of

2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) sha¥not apply to the report to

be made under this subsection.

Sec. 3. COMMUNITY RESILIENCE AND DISASTER MIRIGATION
GRANT PROGRAM; APPROPRIATION

In fiscal year 2024, the amount of $15.000,000.00 in general funds%hall be

appropriated to the Community Resilience and Disaster Mitigation Fund
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SeCy4. 20 V.S.A. § 2 is amended to read:
§ 2. DNFINITIONS

As used W this chapter:

(6) “Emergerf§y management’” means the preparation for and
implementation of all egrgency functions, other than the functions for which
the U.S. Armed Forces or otNgr federal agencies are primarily responsible, to
prevent, plan for, mitigate, and s8gport response and recovery efforts from all-

hazards. Emergency management in8udes the utilization of emergency

response personnel and the equipping, ex¥cising, and training designed to
ensure that this State and its communities areWgrepared to deal with all-hazards.

(7) “Emergency response personnel” mean$State, county, and local

governmental and nongovernmental personnel who pfevide immediate support

services necessary to perform emergency management furlgtions, including:

!A[ Cmergency management [261‘501’11’161;

B) firefighters, as that term is defined in section 3151 oMghis title;

(C) law enforcement officers, as that term is defined in sectioh 2351a

of this title;

(J)” PUDIIC SAICTy tCICCOTITUITTCAIONS dIid GISPALCIT PCISO
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terMas are defined in 24 V.S.A. § 2651;

F) licensed professionals who provide clinical and emergency health

care in hospials:

(G) pumlic health personnel;

(H) publicsorks personnel;

(ID water and Wgstewater systems personnel; and

(J) equipment opersgors and other skilled personnel, who provide

services necessary to enable the Mgrformance of emergency management

functions.

(8) “Hazard mitigation” means any§action taken to reduce or eliminate
the threat to persons or property from all-haz3gds.

8)(9) “Hazardous chemical or substance” Myeans:

* % %

9)(10) “Hazardous chemical or substance incident %neans any mishap
or occurrence involving hazardous chemicals or substances th#¥may pose a
threat to persons or property.

9)(11) “Homeland security” means the preparation for and caffying

out of all emergency functions, other than the functions for which the U.S.
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attgk, sabotage, or other hostile action.

WD (12) “Radiological incident” means any mishap or occurrence
involving rédiological activity that may pose a threat to persons or property.
Sec. 5. 20 V.S § 6 is amended to read:

§ 6. LOCAL ORGRNIZATION FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

(a) Each town and &ty of this State is hereby authorized and directed to
establish a local organizati®g for emergency management in accordance with
the State emergency managemdgt plan and program. The executive officer or
legislative branch of the town or ci¥ is authorized to appoint a town or city
emergency management director who sjall have direct responsibility for the
organization, administration, and coordinat¥gn of the local organization for
emergency management, subject to the directiofyand control of the executive
officer or legislative branch. If the town or city thd§has not adopted the town
manager form of government in accordance with 24 V.{A. chapter 37 and the
executive officer or legislative branch of the town or city h¥ not appointed an
emergency management director, the executive officer or legis[#ive branch
shall be the town or city emergency management director. The towl or city
emergency management director may appoint an emergency managemdgt

coordinator and other staff as necessary to accomplish the purposes of this
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em@ggency management functions within the territorial limits of the town or

city witgin which it is organized and, in which may include directing the

utilization & emergency response personnel pursuant to the all-hazards

emergency mamgeement plan adopted pursuant to subsection (¢) of this

section. In additioMy each local organization for emergency management shall
conduct such functions¥gutside the territorial limits as may be required
pursuant to the provisions & this chapter and in accord with rules adopted by
the Governor.

(c) Each local organization shalydevelop and maintain an all-hazards
emergency management plan in accord§ace with guidance set forth by the
Division of Emergency Management.

(d) Regional emergency management committees shall be established by
the Division of Emergency Management.

* % %
(3) A regional emergency management committee sfigll consist of
voting and nonvoting members.
(A) Voting members. The local emergency management §irector or
designee and one representative from each town and city in the region %gall

serve as the voting members of the committee. A representative from a towg
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legiglative branch.

(B) Nonvoting members. Nonvoting members may include
representatiges from the following organizations serving within the region: fire
departments, efMyergency medical services, law enforcement, other entities

providing emergen8y response personnel, media, transportation, regional

planning commissions,%gospitals, the Department of Health’s district office,
the Division of Emergency%lanagement, organizations serving vulnerable
populations, and any other inte¥gsted public or private individual or

organization.

Sec. 6. 20 V.S.A. § 32 is amended to read:
§ 32. LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING CGMMITTEES; CREATION;

DUTIES

(b) All local emergency planning committees shall incl®ge representatives
from the following: fire departments; local and regional emerg§ncy medical

services; local, county, and State law enforcement; other entities préiding

emergency response personnel; media; transportation; regional plannin§

commissions; hospitals; industry; the Vermont National Guard; the Departifent
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locyl emergency planning committee represents more than one region of the
State, the Commission shall appoint representatives that are geographically
diverse.

(c) A local §mergency planning committee shall perform all the following
duties:

(1) Carry out alle requirements of a committee pursuant to EPCRA,
including preparing a localgmergency planning committee plan. The plan
shall be coordinated with the SWte emergency management plan and may be
expanded to address all-hazards idgtified in the State emergency management
plan. At a minimum, the local emergefgy planning committee plan shall

include the following:

(B) Describes the utilization of emergencWresponse personnel and

emergency response procedures, including those identif§d in facility plans.
* % %
(3) Consult and coordinate with the heads of local goverfgnent
emergency services, the emergency management director or design¥, persons

in charge of local emergency response personnel, regional planning

commissions, and the managers of all facilities within the jurisdiction
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(5) Work to support the various emergency services and other entities

providi§e emergency response personnel, mutual aid systems, town

governmer, regional planning commissions, State agency district offices, and
others in their &ea in conducting coordinated all-hazards emergency
management activies.
* * MMunicipal Stormwater Utilities * * *
Sec. 7. 24 V.S.A. chapter M1 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 101. SEWAGE. SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM, AND

STORMWATER SYSTEMS

§ 3601. DEFINITIONS

phrases-as-used-in As used in this chapter shall-hav@thefollowing-meanings:

(1) ‘“Nece v“‘.‘ aTeaSohaviCHee d © ’=.
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2> “Rpard” means the board of sewage dispesal system commissioners.

(2) “Do tic sewage” or “house sewage” means sanitary sewage

derived principally Mom dwellings, business buildings, and institutions.

(3) “Industrial wa%tes” or “trade wastes” means liquid wastes from

industrial processes, includirlg suspended solids.

(4) “Necessity” means a r8sonable need that considers the greatest

public good and the least inconvenieMge and expense to the condemning part

and to the property owner. Necessity shak not be measured merely by expense

or convenience to the condemning party. Du@consideration shall be given to

the adequacy of other property and locations; to tMe quantity, kind, and extent

of property that may be taken or rendered unfit for us&by the proposed taking;

to the probable term of unfitness for use of the property: t&the effect of

construction upon scenic and recreational values, upon home #Mgd homestead

rights and the convenience of the owner of the land; and to the eft®t upon

town grand list and revenues.

5) “Sanitary sewage” means used water supply commonly containifg
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solNs and bacteria in sewage before final discharge.

(W._“Sewage” means the used water supply of a community, including

such groun®water, surface, and stormwater as may or may not be mixed with

these liquid wa%es from the community.

(8) “SewagcWgystem” means any equipment, pipe line system, and

facilities as are neededSor and appurtenant to the treatment or disposal of

sewage and waters, includiMeg a sewage treatment or disposal plant and separate

pipe lines and structural or non$ructural facilities as are needed for and

appurtenant to the treatment or disfsal of storm. surface, and subsurface

waters.

(9) The phrase “sewage treatment orflisposal plant” shall-inelade
includes, for the purposes of this chapter, any pégnt, equipment, system, and
facilities, whether structural or nonstructural, as ardgecessary for and
appurtenant to the treatment or disposal by approved sd#gitary methods of
domestic sewage, garbage, industrial wastes, stormwater, ofsurface water.

(10) “Stormwater” or “storm sewage” has the same meaMgng as

“stormwater runoff” under 10 V.S.A. § 1264.

§ 3602. BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS:; MEMBERSHIP

(a)_Except as provided for in subsection (b) of this section, the selectbo%gd

Ol d (OW C UUSICCS O d VIIIdEZT, UIC PIUudcC d O CCU Ul d C U
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bodkd of commissioners for the sewage system of a municipality.

(b) he legislative body of the municipality may vote to constitute a

separate bowrd of sewage system commissioners. The board shall have not less

than three nor More than seven members, who shall be legally qualified voters

of the municipalityMembers shall be appointed, and any vacancy filled, by

the legislative body of %e municipality. The term of each member shall be

four years. Any member ny be removed by the legislative body of the

municipality for just cause afteMdue notice and hearing.

§ 3603. BOARD OF COMMISSIGNERS:; DUTIES AND AUTHORITY

(a) The board shall have the supervi&ion of the municipal sewage system

and shall make and establish all needed rat® for rent and rules for control and

operation of the system. The board may to req@ire any individual, person. or

corporation to connect to the municipal sewage sys#em for the purposes of

abating pollution of the waters of the State.

b) The commissioners may appoint or remove a superi¢endent at their

pleasure.

§ 3602 3604. SEWAGE DISPOSALPEANT, SYSTEM; CONSTRUCTION

A municipal corporation may:

(1) construct, maintain, operate, and repair a sewage dispesal-ple
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an(acquire;-in-the-manner-hereinafter mentioned; real estate and easements
necessgy for its purposes;;

(3) Mgy enter in and upon any land for the purpose of making surveys;;
and

(4) may lay Mgpes and sewers; and connect the-same those pipes and

sewers as may be neceSgary to convey sewage for-the-purpese-of-disposing and
dispose of sewage by-such-Wgunicipal-corporation.
§ 3603 3605. ENTRY ON LANDS

Sueh A municipal corporation, My the purposes enumerated in section 3662
3604 of this title chapter, may:

(1) enter upon and use any land and en&gsures over or through which it
may be necessary for pipes and sewer to pass;-Mgd-may-thereon;

(2) at any time place, lay and construct saeh anWypipes and sewers,
appurtenances, and connections as may be necessary fo%the complete

construction and repairing of the same-from-time-to-time, gy the system; and

(3) open the ground in any streets, lanes, avenues, highway$% and public

grounds for the purposes hereef; described in this section, provideddg¢hat sueh

the streets, lanes, avenues, highways, and public grounds shall not be ifured;

but shall be left in as good condition as before the laying of sueh the pipes %d
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e municipal corporation may agree with all the owners of land or interest
in landWffected by the a survey made under section 3602 3604 of this title
chapter forhe conveyance of their the owners’ interest. Where sueh the
agreement is n8g made, the board shall petition a-Superiorjudge the Civil

Division of the Supgrior Court, setting forth therein in the petition that sueh

the board proposes to t&e certain land, or rights therein in the land, and
describing sueh the lands oWyights;-and-the. The survey shall be annexed-te
satd included in the petition andgmade-a-part-thereof. Sueh The petition shall
set forth the purposes for which su8g the land or rights are desired; and shall
contain a request that sueh judge the cOgt fix a time and place when he-er-she
or-some-other-Superiorjudge the court willgear all parties concerned and
determine whether sueh the taking is necessary?
§ 3605 3607. HEARING TO DETERMINE NECHRSSITY

The judge to whom sueh the petition is presented sh¥ll fix the time for
hearing, which shall not be more than 60 rer or less than 38days from the date
the judge signs sueh the order. Likewise, the judge shall fix th&place for
hearing, which shall be the county courthouse or any other conveni§at place
within the county in which the land in question is located. If the Superigr

judge to whom sueh the petition is presented cannot hear the petition at the
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thegme and place assigned in the order.
§ 3606%008. SERVICE AND PUBLICATION OF PETITION

(a) A cOpy of the petition together with a copy of the court’s order fixing
the time and pld¥§¢ of hearing shall be published in a newspaper having general
circulation in the toWg in which the land included in the survey lies once a
week for three consecutMge weeks on the same day of the week;the. The last
publication to be not less tha¥ five days before the hearing date;and-a.

(b) A copy of the petition, to8gther with a copy of the court’s order fixing
the time and place of hearing, and a 8gpy of the survey shall be placed on file
in the clerk’s office of the town.

(c) The petition, together with the court’s%yder fixing the time and place of
hearing, shall be served upon each person owning¥gr having an interest in land
to be purchased or condemned like a summons, or, orfgbsent defendants, in
steh the manner as the Supreme Court may by rule provid§ for service of
process in civil actions. If the service on any defendant is imp§ssible, upon
affidavit of the sheriff, deputy sheriff, or constable attempting serge, therein
stating that the location of the defendant within or witheut outside the Wate is

unknown and that he-er-she the defendant has no known agent or attorney
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thedefendant.

(d) §ompliance with the provisions hereef of this section shall constitute
sufficient s§gvice upon and notice to any person owning or having any interest
in the land propigsed to be taken or affected.

§ 3607 3609. HEARING AND ORDER OF NECESSITY

(a) At the time and"glace appointed for the hearing, the court shall hear all
persons interested and wisifgg to be heard. If any person owning or having an
interest in land to be taken or a¥ected appears and objects to the necessity of
taking the land included within theWgrvey or any part thereef of the survey,
then the court shall require the board toéproceed with the introduction of
evidence of the necessity of sueh the taking

(b) The burden of proof of the necessity of %e taking shall be upon the
board.

(c) The court may cite in additional parties includirother property owners
whose interests may be concerned or affected by any takin@of land or interest
therein in land based on any ultimate order of the court.

(d) The court shall make findings of fact and file them. The co¥gt shall, by
its order, determine whether necessity requires the taking of sueh land 3gd

rights and may modify or alter the proposed taking in-suehrespeets as to-it ¥Ype
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60 Q 610 A DD A DANA D 1 PINA

%) [f the State, municipal corporation, or any owner affected by the order
of the dgurt is aggrieved thereby by the order, an appeal may be taken to the
Supreme rt in sueh the manner as the Supreme Court may by rule provide

for appeals froMy the Civil Division of the Superior eeurts Court.

(b) In the evenf®n appeal is taken, all proceedings shall be stayed until
final disposition of theppeal. If no appeals are taken within the time
provided therefor or, if appWal is taken, upon its final disposition, a copy of the
order of the court shall be plac8 on file within 10 days in the office of the
clerk of each town in which the lar§affected lies, and thereafter for a period
of one year, the board may institute prOgeedings for the condemnation of the
land included in the survey as finally approfed by the court without further
hearing or consideration of any question of the¥gecessity of the taking.

§ 3609 3611. COMPENSATION; CONDEMNATIQN

(a) When an owner of land or rights therein d the board are
unable to agree on the amount of compensation therefor or % case the owner is
an infant, a person who lacks capacity to protect his-er-her the fgrson’s
interests due to a mental condition or psychiatric disability, absent §pom the
State, unknown, or the owner of a contingent or uncertain interest, a Stfgerior
judge may, on the application of either party, cause the notice to be given o

C dPp dllV d T~ 01T 511C LV JUUZC dy PIC UL, dlIU d C D1 0OU1 Tt ot U
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theWgroperty to be taken; or damaged by the municipal corporation.

(b) W fter being duly sworn, the commissioners shall, upon due notice to all
parties in iferest, view the premises, hear the parties in respect to the property,
and shall assesSgand award to the owners and persons so interested just
damages for any infyry sustained and make report in writing to the judge.

(c) In determining &gmages resulting from the taking or use of property
under the provisions of thiSghapter, the added value, if any, to the remaining
property or right therein in profgrty that inures directly to the owner thereef as
a result of the taking or use as distifguished from the general public benefit;
shall be considered.

(d) The judge may thereupen accept thdgeport, unless just cause is shown
to the contrary, and order the municipal corpor&ion to pay the same in the
time and manner as the judge may prescribe, in fulRgompensation for the
property taken, or the injury done by the municipal corfygration, or the judge
may reject or recommit the report if the ends of justice so r§guire. On
compliance with the order, the municipal corporation may proc§ed with the
construction of its work without liability for further claim for damd§es. In his
or-her the judge’s discretion, the judge may award costs in the proceedMyg.

Appeals from the order may be taken to the Supreme Court under 12 V.S.A
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ithin 60 days after the taking of any property, franchise, easement, or
right ulger the provisions of this chapter, sueh the municipal corporation shall
file a descrigtion thereef of the property in the office of the clerk wherein
where the land%ecords are required by law to be kept.
§ 36H 3613. CONLRACT FOR SEWAGE DISPOSAL
(a) Sueh A municip§yl corporation may contract with the State, the federal

government, or any appropiate agency thereef of the State or federal

government;; any town, city, ofillage;; any corporation: and any individuals
to make disposal of sewage or storfywater for saeh the other town, city,
village, corporation, or individuals. Stk The municipal corporation may
make sale of sludge or fertilizer byproduct$gncident to sewage disposal, and
the proceeds from the sale thereef shall be turn¥§d over to the treasury of sueh
the sewage dispesal-distriet system and credited thef§gin as is other income
derived under the authority of this chapter.

% ok %

§ 3612 3614. CHARGES; ENFORCEMENT

charge A property owner or group of property owners using the sewage sySfem
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est¥e furnished with such service in the same manner and to the same effect as
taxes alg a lien upon real estate under 32 V.S.A. § 5061 and shall be an
assessmentgnforceable under the procedures in subseetions subsection (b), (c),
or (d) of this sd§tion, or a combination of these procedures.
* % %

§ 3613 3615. TAXES,gONDS

For the purpose of adeq®gtely making disposal of sewage within its
boundaries;; successfully orgarfging, establishing, and operating its sewage
plant, sewage disposal plant, or sorg form of sewage treatment plant;; and
making saeh improvements as may be Ngcessary, a municipal corporation may
from-time-to-time:

(1) purchase, take, and hold real and perSgnal estate;

(2) borrow money;

(3) levy; and collect taxes upon the ratable estatQf the municipal
corporation necessary for the payment of municipal corpordgion sewage and
sewage disposal expenses and indebtedness;

(4) issue for the purposes hereef of this section evidences o
indebtedness pursuant to chapter 53, subchapter 2 of this title or its neg§¢iable

bonds pursuant to chapter 53, subchapter 1 of this title;; provided, howeve
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corporation limited by the provisions of section 1762 of this title;;

(2)}(B) may be paid in not more than 30 years from the date of issue
notwithstafiling the limitation of section 1759 of this title;; and

3} CMmay be authorized by a majority of all the voters present and
voting on the questign at a meeting of sueh the municipal corporation held for
the this purpose pursualy to chapter 53, subchapter 1 of this title
notwithstanding any provis¥gns of general or special law whieh that may
require a greater vote, and may¥ge so arranged that beginning with the first
year in which principal is payable, %ae amount of principal and interest in any
year shall be as nearly equal as is practlgable according to the denomination in
which sueh the bonds or other evidences of%ndebtedness are issued
notwithstanding other permissible payment sch§dules authorized by section

1759 of this title.
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§ 3645 3616. RENTS; RATES

(a) Sueh A municipal corporation, through its board efsewage-dispesa
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torrers board may prescribe. The eemmisstoners board may establish
annual'§harges separately for bond repayment, fixed operations and
maintenand costs (net-dependent-on-aectaal-use), and variable operations and
maintenance cOgs dependent on flow.

(b) Sueh The rd¥gs, rents, or charges may be based upon:

(1) the metered 8gnsumption of water on premises connected with the
sewer system, however, thdygemmissioners board may determine no user will
be billed for fixed operations algd maintenance costs and bond payment less
than the average single-family sing®g-family charge;

(2) the number of equivalent unf¥§ connected with or served by the
sewage system based upon their estimated ows compared to the estimated

flows from a single-family single-family dwellfge, however, the

commisstoners board may determine no user will b§billed less than the
minimum charge determined for the single-famtly sing§family dwelling
charge for fixed operations and maintenance costs and bon&payment;

(3) the strength and flow where wastes stronger than hotehold wastes
are involved;

(4) the appraised value of premises, in the event that the commis§oners

shall determine the sewage disposal plant to be of general benefit to the
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eqU§able basis such as the number and kind of plumbing fixtures;; the number
of pers§gs residing on or frequenting the premises served by those sewers;;
and the top§graphy, size, type of use, or impervious area of any premises;

(6) for sundwater, surface, stormwater, or storm sewage, an

equivalent residentWl unit based on an average area of impervious surface on

residential property witin the municipality:; or

6)(7) any combinatMn of these bases, se-dong-as provided the

combination is equitable.
(b) The basis for establishing sdger-disposal rates, rents, or charges shall

toners the board. No

be reviewed annually by sewage-dispes
premises otherwise exempt from taxation, Mcluding premises owned by the

State of Vermont, shall, by virtue of any sueh thg exemption, be exempt from

charges established hereunder under this section. e commissioners may

change the rates efsueh, rents, or charges frem-time-to%jme as may be
reasonably required.

(c) Where one of the bases of sueh a rent, rate, or charge is'%he appraised
value and the premises to be appraised are tax exempt, the eommisHpne
board may cause the listers to appraise saeh the property, including Sta%

property, for the purpose of determining the sewage-disposal the rates, rentS or
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Mdgagement is authorized to issue his-er-her warrants for sewage-dispesal
rates, r@gts, or charges against State property and transmit to the State

Treasurer Who shall draw a voucher in payment thereef of the rates, rents, or

charges. No clyrge so established and no tax levied under the provisions of
section 3613 3615 §f this title shall be considered to be a part of any tax
authorized to be assess@ by the legislative body of any municipality for
general purposes; but shall'¢ in addition to any such tax so authorized to be
assessed.

(d) Sewage-dispesal Rates, rent% or charges established in accord with this

section may be assessed by the board eNsewage-dispesal-commissione

provided-in-seetion3614-of this-title to derge the revenue required to pay

pollution charges assessed against a municipal §@rporation under 10 V.S.A.
§ 1265.

te)(e) When a sewage-dispesal rate, rent, or charge §gtablished under this
section for the management of stormwater is applied to profgrty owned,
controlled, or managed by the Agency of Transportation, the cfigrge shall not
exceed the highest rate category applicable to other properties in thi
municipality, and the Agency of Transportation shall receive a 35 percIgt
credit on the charge. The Agency of Transportation shall receive no other
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W) Such-sewage-dispesal-commissioners The board shall have the

superviyjon of sueh the municipal sewage dispesal-department system, and

shall makeWnd establish all needful rates for charges, rules, and regulations for
its control and §peration including the right to require any individual, person,
or corporation to c@gnect to saeh the municipal system for the purposes of
abating pollution of thdgvaters of the State. Sueh-eommisstoners-may-appoint
or-remove-a-superintendeniigt-their pleasure: The charges and receipts of such
department shall only be used 3gd applied to pay the interest and principal of
the sewage disposal bonds of such Wgunicipal corporation as-wel-as, the
expense of maintenance and operation § the sewage dispesal-department
system, or other expenses of the sewage sy$%em.

(b) Fhese The charges and receipts also mafbe used to develop a dedicated
fund that may be created by the eemmissioners bodd to finance major
rehabilitation, major maintenance, and upgrade costs fOthe sewer system.
This fund may be established by an annual set-aside of up 1§ 15 percent of the
normal operations, maintenance, and bond payment costs, excci that with
respect to subsurface leachfield systems, the annual set-aside may Sgual up to
100 percent of these costs. The fund shall not exceed the estimated futlige

major rehabilitation, major maintenance, or upgrade costs for the sewer
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waSggstablished. Any such dedicated fund may be established and controlled
in accorgwith section 2804 of this title or may be established by act of the
legislative b8y of the municipality. Funds so established shall meet the
requirements of $gbdivision 4756(a)(4) of this title.

(c) Where the mulyjcipal legislative body establishes sueh a dedicated fund

pursuant to this section, if%ghall first adopt a municipal ordinance authorizing

and controlling sueh the funds% Sueh The ordinance and any local policies
governing the funds must conform¥%p the requirements of this section.
§ 3617 3618. ORDINANCES

Sueh The municipal corporation shall ha%ge the power to make, establish,
alter, amend, or repeal ordinances, regulations, #gd bylaws relating to the
matters contained in this chapter, consistent with lawgand to impose penalties
for the breach thereef; of an ordinance and enforce the-sfge those penalties.

§ 3619. SEWERS AND PLUMBING; ORDERS

The board may require the owners of buildings, subdivisions, &

developments abutting on a public street or highway to have all sewerSfrom

those buildings, subdivisions, or developments connected to the municipa

Ul DUl d U LWdAdZl
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y action taken by saeh a municipal corporation under the provisions of

this chagter or relating to the matters therein-set-forth contained in this chapter,
may be tak@g by vote of the legislative body of sueh the municipal
corporation, ex§epting the issuance of bonds and, in municipalities wherein
sueh the legislative®gody is not otherwise given the power to levy taxes, the
levying of a tax under 3gction 36143 3615 of this title; provided, however, that
no action shall be taken hefgunder unless the construction of a sewage disposal
plant shall have first been auth8ized by majority vote of the legal voters of

steh the municipal corporation attding a meeting duly-warned-and-holden

warned for that purpose.

Sec. 8. REPEAL

24 V.S.A. chapter 97 (sewage system) is repealé

Sec. 9. GRANTS FOR MUNICIPAL STORMWATERSJTILITIES;
APPROPRIATION

(a) Groups of cooperating municipalities may jointly apply % the Agency

of Natural Resources for a grant of up to $100,000.00 to support th

municipalities’ stormwater utility operations. The grant may be used 18

technical assistance from private consultants or a governmental agency to
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meWgber town. The Agency shall provide grants to not more than four groups

of coofkrating municipalities.

(b) The%um of $400.000.00 is appropriated to the Agency of Natural

Resources in fi%al year 2025 for the purpose of administering the grants

established pursuato this section.

* * * Creatiof of the Urban Search and Rescue Team * * *
Sec. 10. 20 V.S.A. § 48 is'§dded to read:

§ 48. URBAN SEARCH ANIARRESCUE TEAM

(a) The Department of Public ety is authorized to create the Urban

Search and Rescue (USAR) Team to prvide for the rapid response of trained

professionals to emergencies and other haz#gds occurring in the State. The

Commissioner shall appoint a USAR Team chi®& to carry out the duties and

responsibilities of the USAR Team.

(b) The USAR Team Chief shall perform all the foMgwing duties:

1) organize the State USAR Team to assist local enf§ygency planning
committees, fire chiefs, and other emergency management offi®als in response

to emergencies and other hazards;

(2) hire persons for the USAR Team from fire, police, and emer8enc

organizations and persons with specialty backgrounds in emergency respon¥e
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teaMgs to secure appropriate facilities and personnel to house and maintain the

USAR Seam’s vehicles and equipment and to provide drivers for USAR Team

response vemicles;

(4) coordWate the acquisition and maintenance of adequate vehicles and

equipment for the AR Team;

(5) ensure that USAR Team personnel are organized, trained, and

exercised in accordance witlMghe appropriate search and rescue standards or

certifications;

(6) ensure that appropriate reg®nal mutual aid agreements are created

so that emergency management or search¥gnd rescue teams within the region

may participate with the USAR Team;

(7)_negotiate and enter into agreements witskmunicipalities, municipal

agencies that maintain swiftwater rescue teams, State-¥gcognized swiftwater

rescue teams, or other technical rescue teams to provide eXgert assistance and

services to the USAR Team when necessary; and

(8) coordinate USAR Team participation in search and resctg operations

under chapter 112 of this title.

(¢) The State shall reimburse a municipality for the actual costs expend¥g
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to ayemergency or other hazard or attend USAR Team training.

(d) e Department of Public Safety may employ as many USAR Team

responders af¢he Commissioner deems necessary as temporary State

employees, who sWall be compensated as such when authorized to respond to

an emergency or hazar%incident or to attend USAR Team training. State

USAR Team responders, whenever acting as State agents in accordance with

this section, shall be afforded alMpf the protections and immunities of State

employees.

* % * Vermont-211 Infor%gation Privacy * * *
Sec. 11. PUBLIC RECORDS ACT; VERMONT 211; CONFIDENTIALITY

Pursuant to Vermont’s Public Records Act, pers@nal information and lists of

names within records created or acquired by Vermont shall be exempt

from public inspection or copying. Vermont 211 shall keep @pnfidential any

personal information acquired from victims of a natural disaster 8 all-hazard,

as defined by 20 V.S.A. § 2. This section shall not be construed to préent the

limited disclosure of personal information for the purposes of coordinating
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Sed12. REVERSE E-911 POLICY DURING EMERGENCY

TheWepartment of Public Safety’s Division of Vermont Emergency

ManagemeWt (VEM), in consultation with the Enhanced 911 Board, shall

develop a polick for the use of the E-911 system to provide VT-Alerts more

effectively and exp@ditiously during emergencies in order to reduce the risk of

harm to persons and préerty. The Board shall issue its policy on or before

July 1, 2025.

Sec. 13. 30 V.S.A. § 7055 is aMgended to read:
§ 7055. TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY COORDINATION

(a) Every telecommunications comfgny under the jurisdiction of the Public
Utility Commission offering access to the pgblic network shall make available,
in accordance with rules adopted by the Public§tility Commission, the

universal emergency telephone number 911 and Vo¥%e over Internet Protocol

(VoIP) subscriber information for use by the public in geking assistance from

fire, police, medical, and other emergency service provider§through a public

safety answering point.

Every telecommunications company under the jurisdiction of th&Public

Utility Commission shall, in accordance with rules adopted by the Public

O y COIIHISSTOMN, TTOUTY 1tS CUSTOIICIS O Prafiicd U1 UHPIaiiicd OULdgC d
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pre¥ent subscribers from receiving emergency notifications.

* #% Best Management Practices for Rebuilding after Emergency * * *
Sec. 14. VRRMONT EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIVISION
DISANTER PREPAREDNESS REVIEW, BEST MANAGEMENT
PRACTI , AND REPORT

(a) Review. On or b&ore June 30, 2024, the Department of Public Safety’s

Division of Vermont Emergdacy Management (VEM) shall conduct a review

of the State’s disaster preparedns leading up to, during, and after the 2023

summer flooding events throughout Me State, overseen by the Director of

VEM. The disaster preparedness review %all examine the adequacy of:

1) early warning and evacuation ordefg
2) designated evacuation routes and emergdgncy shelters;

3) the present system of local emergency man#gement directors in

wide-spread emergencies: and

4) the State’s present emergency communications sSystogas.
b)(1) VEM shall publish best management practices for rebuiling or
repairing structures after damage from a flood or other hazard. The bet

management practices shall address:

» UW U 1CUUIlIU U CPd U PI1UVIUC 1U UUU
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rislto property; and

C) where and how to replace or repair utility infrastructure to

mitigate riSh of harm to the infrastructure or to allow for shutdown or closure

of a utility line%n order to prevent further hazard from a utility line during an

emergency.

(2) VEM shall pWblish the best management practices required by this

section on or before July 182025.

(c) Report. On or before D&cember 15, 2025, the Director of VEM shall

submit a written report to the Hous&Committee on Government Operations

and Military Affairs and the Senate CoMamittee on Government Operations

with its findings regarding the disaster prepgredness review, its best

management practices required by this section,Wnd, if the Director determines

there to be inadequacies present in the State’s disas¥gr preparedness, a plan for

improving the State’s disaster preparedness, which maWinclude any

recommendations for legislative action.

* * * Shelter Identification; Funding Shelter Operatiofy* * *
Sec. 15. VERMONT EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT; SHELTE
IDENTIFICATION

(a) The Division of Vermont Emergency Management (VEM) at the




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE S.310
2024 Page 37 of 118

muNgcipalities to address the need for the siting of municipal emergency

shelters%n a manner that allows access by those in need during an emergency

or hazard.

(b) VEM sh#&ll advise municipalities that when a shelter is sited under a

local emergency plat the municipality should assess whether the physical

location or characteristi®of the surrounding area during an emergency or

hazard could prevent accessqGuidance to municipalities shall include not

siting a shelter in proximity to a Wver or body of water subject to flooding and

siting a shelter in a manner that is ac8®ssible by multiple routes so that

individual road closures do not prohibit d¥cess.

(c) _On or before January 15, 2025, VEM %all submit a proposal to the

General Assembly on how the State shall fund th&operation of municipal

emergency shelters during a declared emergency. Th&proposal shall address

funding for staff, supplies, utilities, and other expenses th#municipalities

currently fund when the State declares an emergency.

* * * Interpretation Services for State Emergency Communicat¥gns * * *
Sec. 16. 20 V.S.A. § 4 is added to read:

§ 4. INTERPRETATION SERVICES FOR STATE EMERGENCY
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DiWsion shall provide interpretation services for all State communications

regardie the all-hazards event, including press conferences from the

Governor’ ¥pffice. Interpretation services shall be provided for:

(1) individuals who are Deaf, Hard of Hearing, or DeafBlind, including

the provision of CO%amunication Access Realtime Translation (CART) and the

Picture in Picture (PIPWechniques: and

(2) individuals with Wmited English proficiency.

(b) As used in this section, % “individual with limited English

proficiency” means a person who des not speak English as the person’s

primary language and who has a limite®ability to read, write, speak, or

understand English.

(¢) _The director of the Vermont Emergency®lanagement Division shall

designate an individual in the Division to ensure th# emergenc

communications are being effectively delivered to indiWduals who are Deaf,

Hard of Hearing, or DeafBlind. The designated individual'hall coordinate

with the Executive Director of the Office of Racial Equity on mgtters of

providing interpretation services emergency communications to indyiduals

with limited English proficiency.

(d) Within three months following an all-hazards event or on an annua
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HeXing, and Deafblind Advisory Council to be determined by the Council to

review #e adequacy and efficacy of Division’s provision of emergency

communica®ons to individuals who are Deaf, Hard of Hearing, or DeafBlind.

* ok reation of Chief Climate Resilience Officer * * *
Sec. 17. ESTABLISEIMENT OF CHIEF CLIMATE RESILIENCE OFFICER
POSITION; ARPROPRIATION

(a) The position of one n%w, permanent, full-time. exempt Chief Climate

Resilience Officer is created in tlg Vermont Department of Public Safety.

(b) The sum of $90.000.00 is appWpriated from the General Fund to the

Department of Public Safety in fiscal yea®2025 for the purpose of establishing
the position of Chief Climate Resilience Offi8gr.
* * * Postsecondary Disaster ManagenMnt Programs * * *
Sec. 18. POSTSECONDARY DISASTER MANAGBMENT PROGRAM
REPORT

On or before December 15, 2025, the President or designec®or the Vermont

State University and the President or designee for the University o%Vermont

shall each submit a written report to the House Committee on Governient

Operations and Military Affairs and the Senate Committee on Government



BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE S.310
2024 Page 40 of 118

* ** CAgation of the Community Resilience and Disaster
{cation Grant Program and Fund * * *

Sec. 1. 20 V.S.A. § 48 1\added to read:
§48. COMMUNITY RESRIENCE AND DISASTER MITIGATION

GRANT PROGRAM

(a) Program established. ere is established the Community Resilience
and Disaster Mitigation Gra Program to award grants to covered
municipalities to provide support (X disaster mitigation, adaptation, or repair
activities.

(b) Definition. As used in this seC¥pn, ‘‘covered municipality”’ means a
city, town, fire district or incorporated ¥llage, and all other governmental
incorporated units that participate in the Wgtional Flood Insurance Program
in accordance with 42 U.S.C. Chapter 50.

(c) Administration; implementation.

(1) Grant awards. The Department of Puc Safetv, in coordination
with the Department of Environmental Conservati®, shall administer the
Program, which shall award grants for the following:

(A) technical assistance for natural disaster miRgation, adaptation,
or repair to municipalities;

(B) technical _assistance for the improvementNof municipal
stormwater systems and other municipal infrastructure;

(C) projects that implement disaster mitication measures, &aptation,
or repair._ including watershed restoration and similar activities thaldirectly
reduce risks to communities, lives, public collections of historic valig and

property; and
(D) projects to adopt and meet the State’s model flood hazdWg

DVIAWD.
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c&rdination with the Department of Environmental Conservation, shall design
theRrogram. The Program design shall:

(A) establish an equitable system for distributing grants statewide on
the bast&of need according to a system of priorities, including the following,
ranked inWiority order:

M projects that meet the standards established by the Department
of Environmem¥al Conservation’s Stream Alteration Rule and Flood Hazard
Area and River ®grridor Rule.

(ii) pPWgjects that use funding as a match for other grants,
including grants fronMghe Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA);

(iii) projecMthat are in hazard mitigation plans; and

(iv) projects Mgt are geographically located around the State, but
with a priority for projects Iycommunities identified as high on the municipal
vulnerability index, as determMed by the Vermont Climate Council;

(B) establish guidelin® for disaster mitigation measures and costs
that will be eligible for grant fundiRg, and

(C) establish eligibility crit®&ia for covered municipalities, but allow
municipalities to partner with communi® organizations to apply for grants and
implement projects awarded funding by tMgse grants.

Sec. 2. 20 V.S.A. § 49 is added to read:

¢ 49. COMMUNITY RESILIENCE AND DISARTER MITIGATION
FUND

(a) Creation. There is established the CommumMgy Resilience and Disaster
Mitigation Fund to provide funding to the CommunitResilience and Disaster
Mitigation Grant Program established in section 48 & this title. The Fund
shall be administered by the Department of Public Safety,

(b) Monies in the Fund. The Fund shall consist of mon®gs appropriated or
transferred to the Fund.

(c) Fund administration.

(1) The Commissioner of Finance and Management maWanticipate
receipts to this Fund and issue warrants based thereon.

(2) The Commissioner of Public Safety shall maintain accurie and
complete records of all receipts by and expenditures from the Fund.

(3) All balances remaining at the end of a fiscal vear shall be carrRg
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Wplic Safety shall submit a report to the House Committees on Environment
andEnergy and House Government Operations and Military Affairs and the
SenaMy Committees on Government Operations and Natural Resources and
EnergyNith an update on the expenditures from the Fund. For each fiscal
vear, thegeport shall include a summary of each project receiving funding.
The provisns of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall not
apply to the Rport to be made under this subsection.

RAN Rl AN, APPROPRIATION

the amount of 31 eeeell00) 00 in general funds shall be
ommunity Resilience and DiSaore Gtiogtion Fund

In fiscal year 20
appropriated to the

Sec. 3. [Deleted.]
Sec. 4. 32 V.S.A. § 8557 is amMgnded to read.:
§ 8557. VERMONT FIRE SERMLCE TRAINING COUNCIL

(a)(1) Sums for the expenses § the operation of training facilities and
curriculum of the Vermont Fire ice Training Council not to exceed
$5200-000-00 $1,350,000.00 per yearwhall be paid to the Fire Safety Special
Fund created by 20 V.S.A. § 3157 bWinsurance companies, writing fire,
homeowners multiple peril, allied [in%, farm owners multiple peril,
commercial multiple peril (fire and allie®& lines), private passenger and
commercial auto, and inland marine policies X property and persons situated
within the State of Vermont within 30 days after¥ptice from the Commissioner
of Financial Regulation of such estimated expens¥. Captive companies shall
be excluded from the effect of this section.

% sk ok

(4) An amount not less than $156-:000-60 $30.000.00 shall be
specifically allocated to the Emergency Medical Servigs Special Fund
established under 18 V.S.A. § 908 for the provision of train¥gg programs for
certified Vermont EMS first responders and licensed emer§gncy medical
responders, emergency medical technicians, advanced emerg®cy medical
technicians, and paramedics.

% sk ok

* % * Benefits for Survivors of Public Works Personnel * * *

Sec. 5. 20 V.S.A. § 2 is amended to read.:
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6) “Emergency management” means the preparation for and
implen®gntation of all emergency functions, other than the functions for which
the U.S. Wymed Forces or other federal agencies are primarily responsible, to
prevent, pl& for, mitigate, and support response and recovery efforts from all-
hazards. EMgrgency management includes the utilization of first responders
and other em®gency management personnel and the equipping, exercising,
and training dXggned to ensure that this State and its communities are
prepared to deal all-hazards.

(7) “First respder” means State, county, and local governmental and
nongovernmental persognel who provide immediate support services necessary
to perform emergency mdgagement functions, including:

(A) emergency makgagement and public safety personnel;

(B) firefighters, as th& term is defined in section 3151 of this title;

(C) law enforcement off%ers, as that term is defined in section 2351a
of this title;

(D) public safety telecommuMgcations and dispatch personnel;

(E) emergency medical persontel and volunteer personnel, as those
terms are defined in 24 V.S.A. § 2651;

(F) licensed professionals who pr8ide clinical services, including
emergency care, in hospitals;

(G) public health personnel;

(H) public works personnel, includingSwater, wastewater, and
stormwater personnel; and

(1) _equipment operators and other skilled peMonnel, who provide
services necessary to _enable the performance of emer@gncy management

functions.

(8) “Hazard mitigation” means any action taken to redu® or eliminate
the threat to persons or property from all-hazards.

8(9) “Hazardous chemical or substance’ means:

& sk ok

(10) “Hazardous chemical or substance incident” means any misgap
or occurrence involving hazardous chemicals or substances that may pos
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oX of all emergency functions, other than the functions for which the U.S.
Armgd Forces or other federal agencies are primarily responsible, to prevent,
minifge, or repair injury and damage resulting from or caused by enemy
attack, Ngbotage, or other hostile action.

N2) “Radiological incident” means any mishap or occurrence
involving ra¥jological activity that may pose a threat to persons or property.

Sec. 6. 20 V.SM. chapter 181 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 181. QENEFITS FOR THE SURVIVORS OF EMERGENCY AND
PUBLIC WORKS PERSONNEL

§3171. DEFINITION

As used in this chapte¥

(1) “Board” meay the Emergency and Public Works Personnel
Survivors Benefit Review Bod¥g.

(2) “Child” means a nati®gl or legally adopted child, regardless of age.

(3) “Domestic partner” mo¥s an individual with whom the employee
has an enduring domestic relatioihip of a spousal nature, provided the
emplovee and the domestic partner:

(A) have shared a residence for W least six consecutive months.;

(B) are at least 18 years of age;

(C) are not married to or considereda domestic partner of another
individual;

(D) are not related by blood closer thanyould bar marriage under
State law; and

(E) have agreed between themselves to begesponsible for each
other’s welfare.

(4) “Emergency personnel” means:
(A) firefighters as defined in subdivision 3151(3) of th¥&title; and

(B) emergency medical personnel and volunteer personn¥y as defined
in24 V.S.A. § 2651.

4(5) “Line of duty” means:

(A) for emergency personnel.:

(i) answering or returning from a call of the department for a e
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d®qartment has been called for firefighting or emergency purposes; and

(B) for public works personnel, work performed.:

(i) in a hazardous location;

(ii) as part of an emergency response to an all-hazards event, as
that term is¥efined in section 2 of this title; or

i in _conjunction with emergency personnel in a construction
zone, highway ¥affic area, or other location in which the public works
personnel is expoXd to risk of injury or fatality from construction hazards,
highway traffic volilge and speed, nighttime response, environmental factors,
weather. or other hazakgous conditions.

3)(6) “Occupationgrelated illness” means a disease that directly arises
out of, and in the cours®of, service, including a heart injury or disease
symptomatic within 72 hour®from the date of last service in the line of duty,
which shall be presumed to be Wcurred in the line of duty.

6)(7) “Parent” means a n&ural or adoptive parent.

(8) “Public _works persoMgel” includes water, wastewater, and
stormwater personnel.

(9) “Spouse” includes a domestic Mgriner or civil union partner.

A(10) “Survivor” means a spous§ child, or parent of emergency
personnel or public works personnel who hav®&died in the line of duty.

§3172. EMERGENCY AND PUBLIC WORKS RERSONNEL SURVIVORS
BENEFIT REVIEW BOARD

(a) There is created the Emergency and Public Wrks Personnel Survivors
Benefit Review Board, which shall consist of the StatRJreasurer or designee,
the Attorney General or designee, the Chief Fire Servi® Training Olfficer of
the Vermont Fire Service Training Council or designee, aNg ene-member two
members of the public, one to represent the interests of em®gency personnel
and one to represent the interests of public works personné who shall be
appointed by the Governor for a term of two years. Survivors¥gf emergency
personnel or public works personnel, employed by or who voluiRger for the
State of Vermont, a county or municipality of the State, or a nonpMfit entity
that provides services in the State, who die in the line of duty M of an
occupation-related illness may request the Board award a monetary Bgnefit
under section 3173 of this title. The Board shall be responsibleNor
determining whether to award monetary benefits under section 3173. ¥
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n&essary to enable the Board to determine eligibility. The Board may request
angnformation necessary for the exercise of its duties under this section.
NothMg in this section shall prevent the Board from initiating the investigation
or deteWgiination of a claim before being requested by a survivor or employer
of emerg®gcy personnel.
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(c) If the Bgard decides to award a monetary benefit, the benefit shall be
paid to the surWing spouse or, if the emergency personnel or public works
personnel had no ¥gouse at the time of death, to the surviving child, or equally
among surviving ciqdren. If the deceased emergency personnel or public
works personnel is noXgurvived by a spouse or child, the benefit shall be paid
to a surviving parent, Mgequally between surviving parents. If the deceased
emergency personnel or Myblic works personnel is not survived by a spouse,
children, or parents, the BoWgd shall not award a monetary benefit under this
chapter.
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(f) The Each member of the Igblic appointed by the Governor shall be
entitled to per diem compensation ailgorized under 32 V.S.A. § 1010 for each
day spent in the performance of his-or-Mgr the member’s duties.

§ 3173. MONETARY BENEFIT

(a) The survivors of emergency personn® or public works personnel who
dies die while in the line of duty or from amMgccupation-related illness may
apply for a payment of $56-:600-00 v 380,000 from the State.

% sk ok

§3175. EMERGENCY AND PUBLIC WORKS PERSQNNEL SURVIVORS
BENEFIT SPECIAL FUND

(a) The Emergency and Public Works Personnel Surv®ors Benefit Special
Fund is established in the Olffice of the State Treasurer for%ge purpose of the
payment of claims distributed pursuant to this chapter. Whe Fund shall
comprise appropriations made by the General Assembly, amouNs transferred
by the Emergency Board when the General Assembly is not in ¥gssion, and
contributions or donations from any other source. All balances in Mg Fund at
the end of the fiscal year shall be carried forward. Interest earMgd shall
remain in the Fund.

(b) In the event that the balance of the Fund is insufficient to pay monXg
benefits awarded by the Board when the General Assembly is not in sessiog
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b&gefits.

* % * Emergency Management * * *
Sec. 7. 2MJ.S.A. § 6 is amended to read:

§ 6. LOCANIND REGIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR EMERGENCY
MANAGRMENT

(a) Each towg and city of this State is—hereby-authorized-and-directed—to
shall establish a Il organization for emergency management in accordance
with the State emeMgency management plan and program. The executive
officer or legislative bRgnch of the town or city is-autherizedte shall appoint a
town or city emerge management director who shall have direct
responsibility for the org&ization, administration, and coordination of the
local organization for emeMgency management, subject to the direction and
control of the executive officeRor legislative branch. If the town or city that
has not adopted the town mana¥gr form of government in accordance with 24
V.S.A. chapter 37 and the executiWgofficer or legislative branch of the town or
city has not appointed an emerg®8cy management director, the executive
officer or legislative branch shall b&he appoint a town or city emergency
management director. The town or citMgmergency management director may
appoint an emergency management coord¥gator and other staff as necessary to
accomplish the purposes of this chapter. W an instance of a vacancy of the
position of a town or city emergency manageiRgnt director, the executive officer
or_the chair or president of the legislative Mgnch shall be the emergency
management director.

(b) Each local organization for emergency mMgnagement shall perform
emergency management functions within the territor¥gl limits of the town or
city within which it is organized and, in which may ifJude coordinating the
utilization of first responders and other emergency mMgagement personnel
pursuant to the all-hazards emergency management plan Mppted pursuant to
subsection (c) of this section. _In addition, each local rganization for
emergency management shall conduct such functions outsid®ghe territorial
limits as may be required pursuant to the provisions of this cMgpter and in
accord with rules adopted by the Governor:

(c)(1) Each local organization shall develop and maintain an alWhazards
emergency management plan in accordance with the State Em&gency
Management Plan and guidance set forth by the Division of Emer¥gncy
Management.
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icipalities to address the need for the siting of local and regional
em&gency shelters in a manner that allows access by those in need during an
all-h&ards event.

W The Division shall advise municipalities that when a shelter is sited
under a [0l emergency plan, the municipality should work with the Agency of
Human SerXgces and the American Red Cross to assess the facility, including
the character®ics of the surrounding area during an all-hazards event and
multiple routes & travel and possible hazards that could prevent access to the
shelter.

(4) The Divis¥gn, in coordination with the Agency of Human Services,
shall _advise municalities, upon completion of a local emergency
management plan, on Mgw to conduct training and exercises pertaining to

sheltering.

(d) Regional emergency€ganagement committees shall be established by
the Division of Emergency MaMggement.
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(3) A regional emergency mamggement committee shall consist of voting
and nonvoting members.

(A) Voting members. The locidgemergency management director or
designee and one representative from eacMtown and city in the region shall
serve as the voting members of the committe®d A representative from a town or
city shall be a member of the town’s or city’sN\gmergency services community
and shall be appointed by the town’s or city’s ex®&utive or legislative branch.

(B)  Nonvoting members.  Nonvotin® members may include
representatives from the following organizations serviRg within the region. fire
departments, emergency medical services, law enfoRgement, other entities
providing emergency response personnel, media, traMgportation, regional
planning commissions, hospitals, the Department of Heal'’s district office,
the Division of Emergency Management, organizations s&ing vulnerable
populations, local libraries, arts and culture organizaRgns, regional
development corporations, local business organizations, an% any other
interested public or private individual or organization.
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Sec. 8. 20 V.S.A. § 31 is amended to read:
§31. STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION; DUTIES
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(7) Ensure that e-State-ptan the State Emergency Management Plan will
go Wgto effect when an accident occurs involving the transportation of
hazar®us materials. The ptan Plan shall be exercised at least once annually
and sha®be coordinated with local and State emergency plans.
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Sec. 9. 20 V.Xd. § 32 is amended to read:

$32. LOCAL ENERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEES; CREATION;
DUTIES

(a) One or moMy local emergency planning committees, created under
EPCRA, shall be app®pted by the State Emergency Response Commission.
“EPCRA’ means the fedgral Emergency Planning and Community Right-To-
Know Act of 1986, 42 U.S& §§ 11001-11050.

(b) All local emergency Mgnning committees shall include representatives
from the following: fire deparents, local and regional emergency medical
services, local, county, and StaM law enforcement; other entities providing
first responders or emergency man®gement personnel; media, transportation,
regional planning commissions, ho¥itals; industry, the Vermont National
Guard; the Department of Health’s ¥strict office; and an animal rescue
organization, and may include any other Wgterested public or private individual
or organization. Where the local emergd¢y planning committee represents
more than one region of the State, e Commission shall appoint
representatives that are geographically diverse!

(c) A local emergency planning committee siMJl perform all the following
duties:

(1) Carry out all the requirements of a commii®e pursuant to EPCRA,
including preparing a local emergency planning commtee plan. The plan
shall be coordinated with the State emergency managem®t plan and may be
expanded to address all-hazards identified in the State emer®gncy management
plan. At a minimum, the local emergency planning commtee plan shall
include the following:

(A)  Identifies facilities and transportation routes OWg extremely
hazardous substances.

(B) Describes the utilization of first responders and other em&gency
management personnel _and emergency response procedures, including ¥gose
identified in facility plans.
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(D) Outlines emergency notification procedures.

(E) Describes how to determine the probable affected area and
popula¥pn by releases of hazardous substances.

Describes local emergency equipment and facilities and the
persons respgnsible for them.

(G) Mtlines evacuation plans.

(H) Prowjdes for coordinated local training to ensure integration with
the State emergencWgnanagement plan.

(I) Provides¥gethods and schedules for exercising emergency plans.

(2) Upon receiph by the committee or the committee’s designated
community emergency coolginator of a notification of a release of a hazardous
chemical or substance, enWyre that the local emergency plan has been
implemented.

(3) Consult and coordiRgte with the heads of local government
emergency services, the emergencyNganagement director or designee, persons
in_charge of local first responders ¥ud other local emergency management
personnel, regional planning commissNgs, and the managers of all facilities
within the jurisdiction regarding the facil¥y plan.

(4) Review and evaluate requests folfunding and other resources and
advise the State Emergency Response Commidgon concerning disbursement of

funds.

(5) Work to support the various emergencWgservices and other entities
providing first responders or _emergency managem®t personnel, mutual aid
systems, town governments, regional planning con®gissions, State agency
district offices, and others in their area in conducting c&@rdinated all-hazards
emergency management activities.

Sec. 10. 20 V.S.A. § 41 is added to read.
§41. STATE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN.

The Department of Public Safety’s Vermont Emergency Management
Division shall create, and republish as needed, but not less thanNyery five
vears, a comprehensive State Emergency Management Plan. The PMg shall
detail response systems during all-hazards events, including communic&ions,
coordination _among State, local, private, and volunteer entities, andWghe
deployment of State and federal resources. The Plan shall also detail Mg
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emgnts. The Plan shall include templates and guidance for local emergency
plaRg that support municipalities in their respective emergency management
planMgg.

Sec. 11 NN ERMONT EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIVISION
R/SASTER PREPAREDNESS REVIEW

(a) Revidy. On or before June 30, "™ ()25, the Department of Public
Safety’s Divisi& of Vermont Emergency Management (VEM) shall conduct an
after-action revi® of the State’s disaster preparedness leading up to, during,
and_after the 202 Rsummer flooding events throughout the State, overseen by
the Director of VEM The review shall examine all aspects of the State’s
response and shall incWde input from the whole community. In addition to the
federal Homeland SecuMgy Exercise and Evaluation Program’s requirements,
the review shall includexamining the adequacy of early warning and
evacuation orders, designal evacuation routes and emergency shelters, the
present system of local em&gency management directors in wide-spread
emergencies and the State’s preXgnt emergency communications systems.

(b) Report. On or before DeCqnber 15, 2025, the Director of VEM shall
submit a written report to the Hou¥ Committee on Government Operations
and Military Affairs and the Senate ommittee on Government Operations
with its findings regarding the disasMg preparedness review, and, if the
Director determines there to be inadequigies present in the State’s disaster
preparedness, a plan for improving the StRe'’s disaster preparedness, which
may include any recommendations for legislatMe action.

< 70 TTO L7 1T

MERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAY COORDINATORS;
{PQOPRIATION

ed in the Department
W for emergency

(a) Five new pePMggent full-time positions are cre
of Public Safety’s Eni®™sgncy Management Divi
management coordination.

e Department of
& /nanagement

(b) One new permanent pari-time post™eg is created in t/
Public Safety’s Emergency Management Divisi0
coordination.

(c) The sum of 8550.000.00 is appropriated from the Genel™uf¥pd to the
Department of Public Safety in fiscal vear 2025 for the purpose of funti ve

Sec. 12. [Deleted.]
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CHAPTER 101. SEWAGE, SEWAGE DISPOSAL S¥STEM, AND
STORMWATER SYSTEMS

§ 360/NDEFINITIONS
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2 “Board” means the board§{ sewage disposat system commissioners.

(2)  “Domestic sewage”’ or ‘“‘h@use sewage’ means sanitary sewage
derived principally from dwellings, busin®s buildings, and institutions.

(3) ‘“Industrial wastes” or “trade Wgstes” means liquid wastes from
industrial processes, including suspended solid,

(4) “Necessity” means a reasonable ne®{ that considers the greatest
public good and the least inconvenience and expeMge to the condemning party
and to the property owner. Necessity shall not be m8sured merely by expense
or convenience to the condemning party. Due consid®ation shall be given to
the adequacy of other property and locations; to the qugtity, kind, and extent
of property that may be taken or rendered unfit for use by Wge proposed taking;
to the probable term of unfitness for use of the propert® to the effect of
construction upon scenic_and recreational values, upon hom®&and homestead
rights and the convenience of the owner of the land; to the ef¢t upon town
grand list and revenues.

(5) “Sanitary sewage’ means used water supply commonly Mgntaining
human excrement.

(6) “Sanitary treatment” means an approved method of treatmd¥
solids and bacteria in sewage before final discharge.




BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE S.310
2024 Page 53 of 118

Ci Z 47%4 A D AR O A4% Ci cty O Ty O % AL

[1%id wastes from the community.

8) “Sewage system” means any equipment, stormwater control system,
pipe Mge system, and facilities as are needed for and appurtenant to the
treatmeMg or disposal of sewage and waters, including a sewage treatment or
disposal Mgnt and separate pipe lines and structural or nonstructural facilities
as_are nee®d for and appurtenant to the treatment or disposal of storm,
surface, and SWhsurface waters.

(9) The Wrase “sewage treatment or disposal plant” shall—inectnde
includes, for the Myrposes of this chapter, any plant, equipment, system, and
facilities, whether ¥uctural or nonstructural, as are necessary for and
appurtenant to the tMgtment or disposal by approved sanitary methods of
domestic sewage, garba¥g, industrial wastes, stormwater, or surface water.

(10) “Stormwater’’ IRgs the same meaning as “‘stormwater runoff”’ under
10 V.S.A. § 1264.

(11) “Stormwater man®&gement system” means any structure, or
improvement, whether structuraMor nonstructural, necessary for collecting,
containing, controlling, treating, M conveying stormwater. including sewers,
curbs, drains, conduits, natural and Mgn-made channels, settling ponds, pipes,
and culverts.

¢ 3602. BOARD OF COMMISSIONERSNUEMBERSHIP

(a) Except as provided for in subsection¥p) of this section, the selectboard
of a town, the trustees of a village, the pr¥ential committee of a fire or
lighting district, or the mayor and board of alermen of a city, shall be the
board of commissioners for the sewage system of Mgunicipality.

(b) The legislative body of the municipality Wy vote to constitute a
separate board of sewage system commissioners. The Bgard shall have not less
than three nor more than seven members, who shall be Mgally qualified voters
of the municipality. Members shall be appointed, and a§ vacancy filled, by
the legislative body of the municipality. The term of eac/Mgnember shall be
four years. Any member may be removed by the legislaMge body of the
municipality for just cause after due notice and hearing.

¢ 3603. BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: DUTIES AND AUTHONJ'Y

(a) The board shall have the supervision of the municipal sewa® system
and shall make and establish all needed rates for rent and rules for con®l and
operation of the system. The board may require.

(1) the owners of buildings, subdivisions, or developments abuttinXa
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(2) any individual, person, or corporation to connect to the municipal
sewdge system for the purposes of abating pollution of the waters of the State.

(b) Wl he commissioners may appoint or remove a_superintendent at their
pleasure!

§ 3602 3608, SEWAGE DISPOSALPLANT, SYSTEM: CONSTRUCTION

A municipdcorporation may.

(1) constr®gt, maintain, operate, and repair a sewage disposalptant-and

Systems;—to;

(2)  pursuant®o the procedures established in this chapter. take,
purchase, and acquire;¥g—the—manner-hereinafter-mentioned: real estate and
easements necessary for g purposess;

(3) may enter in and Wpon any land for the purpose of making surveyss;
and

(4) may lay and connect®gipes, stormwater management systems, and
sewers—and-conneet the-same as Way be necessary to convey sewage for—the
purpose-of-disposing and dispose of wage by-sunehmunicipal-corporation.

§ 3603 3605. ENTRY ON LANDS

Sweh A municipal corporation, for the Byrposes enumerated in section 3662
3604 of this titte chapter, may:

(1) enter upon and use any land and encMgures over or through which it
may be necessary for pipes, stormwater mana@gment systems, and sewer to

pass—eand-meay-thereon,

(2) at any time, place, lay, and construct suweRany pipes and sewers,
appurtenances, and connections as may be neces¥gry for the complete
construction and repairing of the semefrom-time-to-tine Ngay the system; and

(3) open the ground in any streets, lanes, avenues, hi®gways, and public
grounds for the purposes hereof: described in this section, pRvided that sweh
the streets, lanes, avenues, highways, and public grounds shall®got be injured;
but shall be left in as good condition as before the laying of st the pipes,
stormwater management systems, and sewers.

§ 36604 3606. PETITION FOR HEARING TO DETERMINE NECESSXY'Y

The municipal corporation may agree with all the owners of land or iMgrest
in land affected by the a survey made under section 3602 3604 of this Ntte
chapter for the conveyance of their the owners’ znterest Where suech Mg

v, O CTCt OUUTU Ct > O ooy O Tt 2
S i S



BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE S.310
2024 Page 55 of 118

2 board proposes to take certazn land or rights therein in the land and
des ibing sueh the lands or rights—eand-the. The survey shall be annexed—to
said Mcluded in the petition and-made-apart-thereof. Such The petition shall
set fortRthe purposes for which sueh the land or rights are desired: and shall
contain a equest that s-btek j-btdge the court fix a time and place when he-or-she
OF SO OMET Stperio e the court will hear all parties concerned and
determine wiRgher sueh th_e takzng is necessary.

$ 3605 3607. IEARING TO DETERMINE NECESSITY

The judge to MWgom sueh the petition is presented shall fix the time for
hearing, which shalRgot be more than 60 wne¥ or less than 30 days from the
date the judge signs s®gh the order. Likewise, the judge shall fix the place for
hearing, which shall beNe county courthouse or any other convenient place
within the county in whic% the land in question is located. If the Superior
judge to whom sueh the pelion is presented cannot hear the petition at the
time set therefore for the hear¥g, the-Superiorjudeeshatl-catl-upon the Chief
Superior Judge to shall assign 8other Superior judge to hear sueh the cause
at the time and place assigned in B order.

$ 36606 3608. SERVICE AND PUBIXCATION OF PETITION

(a) A copy of the petition togetherXith a copy of the court’s order fixing
the time and place of hearing shall b&published in a newspaper having
general circulation in the town in which Mg land included in the survey lies
once a week for three consecutive weeks on (Mg same day of the week—the. The
last publication to be not less than five days beMe the hearing date—and-c.

(b) A copy of the petition, together with a co¥ of the court’s order fixing
the time and place of hearing, and a copy of the sulgey shall be placed on file
in the clerk’s office of the town.

(c) The petition, together with the court’s order fixin¥he time and place of
hearing, shall be served upon each person owning or IMying an interest in
land to be purchased or condemned like a summons, or, on Wpsent defendants,
in sueh the manner as the Supreme Court may by rule provi® for service of
process in civil actions. If the service on any defendant is inMyssible, upon
affidavit of the sheriff, deputy sheriff, or constable attempting seMgice, therein
stating that the location of the defendant within or witheut outside e State is
unknown and that he-er—she the defendant has no known agent or ai®grney in
the State of Vermont upon whiek whom service may be made, the pubBgation
herein-provided required by this section shall be deemed sufficient servi®& on
the defendant.
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iMghe land proposed to be taken or affected.
S 3087 3609. HEARING AND ORDER OF NECESSITY

(a) ¥ the time and place appointed for the hearing, the court shall hear all
persons MYerested and wishing to be heard. If any person owning or having an
interest in ¥gnd to be taken or affected appears and objects to the necessity of
taking the Id included within the survey or any part thereof of the survey,
then the courlgshall require the board to proceed with the introduction of
evidence of the 1Rgessity of sueh the taking.

(b) The burdeof proof of the necessity of the taking shall be upon the
board.

(c) The court maXgite in additional parties including other property
owners whose interests m& be concerned or affected by any taking of land or
interest therein in land basd¥on any ultimate order of the court.

(d) The court shall make fMdings of fact and file them. The court shall, by
its order, determine whether nXgssity requires the taking of sueh land and
rights and may modify or alter th¥groposed taking in-suehrespeets as to-it the
court may seewt deem proper.

§ 3608 3610. APPEAL FROM ORDENOF NECESSITY

(a) If the State, municipal corporatioR or any owner affected by the order
of the court is aggrieved thereby by the or®er, an appeal may be taken to the
Supreme Court in sueh the manner as the Sulgeme Court may by rule provide
for appeals from the Civil Division of the SuperWgr eowrts Court.

(b) In the event an appeal is taken, all proc&dings shall be stayed until
final disposition of the appeal. If no appeals ®e taken within the time
provided therefor or, if appeal is taken, upon its final §sposition, a copy of the
order of the court shall be placed on file within 10 d&s in the office of the
clerk of each town in which the land affected lies, and tPgreafter for a period
of one year, the board may institute proceedings for the c&demnation of the
land included in the survey as finally approved by the couMgwithout further
hearing or consideration of any question of the necessity of the Wgking.

§36093611. COMPENSATION; CONDEMNATION

(a) When an owner of land or rights therein in land and the Ypard are
unable to agree on the amount of compensation therefor or in case tiIRgowner
is an infant, a person who lacks capacity to protect his—or—her the pXgon'’s
interests due to a mental condition or psychiatric disability, absent fronWghe
State, unknown, or the owner of a contingent or uncertain interest, a Super®
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1/ application, the judge may appoint three disinterested persons to examine
theWyoperty to be taken; or damaged by the municipal corporation.

(b)Mdfter being duly sworn, the commissioners shall, upon due notice to all
parties Wg interest, view the premises, hear the parties in respect to the
property, ®gd shall assess and award to the owners and persons so interested
Jjust damageMor any injury sustained and make report in writing to the judge.

(c) In deteMgining damages resulting from the taking or use of property
under the proviss of this chapter, the added value, if any, to the remaining
property or right tfgein in property that inures directly to the owner thereof as
a result of the takindpr use as distinguished from the general public benefit;
shall be considered.

(d) The judge may th&enpen accept the report, unless just cause is shown
to the contrary, and order Wge municipal corporation to pay the same in the
time and manner as the jud$ may prescribe, in full compensation for the
property taken, or the injury dd&e by the municipal corporation, or the judge
may reject or recommit the repyt if the ends of justice so require. On
compliance with the order, the miMycipal corporation may proceed with the
construction of its work without liabiWy for further claim for damages. In his
or—her the judge’s discretion, the judM may award costs in the proceeding.
Appeals from the order may be taken toWghe Supreme Court under 12 V.S.A.
chapter 102.

§ 3640 3612. RECORD

Within 60 days after the taking of any propty, franchise, easement, or
right under the provisions of this chapter, sueh the Wunicipal corporation shall
file a description thereof of the property in the office & the clerk wherein where

the land records are required by law to be kept.
§ 3614 3613. CONTRACT FOR SEWAGE DISPOSAL

(a) Sueh A municipal corporation may contract with tha3tate, the federal
government, or any appropriate agency thereof, of the Mgte or federal
government,; any town, city, or village;; any corporation; and M individuals
to make disposal of sewage or stormwater for sweh the other town, §gty, village,
corporation, or individuals. Suweh When consistent with State or fXeral law,
the municipal corporation may make sale of sludge or fertilizer byRgoducts
incident to sewage disposal, and the proceeds from the sale thereof sMgll be

turned over to the treasury of suech the sewage disposal-distriet systemWNgnd
credited therein as is other income derived under the authority of this chapte
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hare®A property owner or group of property owners using the sewage system

shall b iable for the rent fixed by the board pursuant to this chapter. The
charges, Myes, or rents for the sewage system shall be a lien upon the real
estate furniMed with such service in the same manner and to the same effect as
taxes are a I®n upon real estate under 32 V.S.A. § 5061 and shall be an
assessment enfoXgeable under the procedures in subseetions subsection (b), (c),
or (d) of this sect™qq, or a combination of these procedures.

% sk ok

§ 3643 3615. TAXES, RONDS

For the purpose of &equately making disposal of sewage within its
boundaries;; successfully oRganizing, establishing, and operating its sewage
plant, sewage disposal plant¥gr some form of sewage treatment plant;; and
making sueh improvements as Mgy be necessary, a municipal corporation may

(1) purchase, take, and hold r&l and personal estate;
(2) borrow money;

(3) levy; and collect taxes upon Wge ratable estate of the municipal
corporation necessary for the payment of Mynicipal corporation sewage and
sewage disposal expenses and indebtedness;

(4) issue for the purposes hereof ON this section evidences of
indebtedness pursuant to chapter 53, subchapter 2%f this title or its negotiable
bonds pursuant to chapter 53, subchapter 1 of thisXitle;; provided, however,
that bonds so issued.:

H(A) shall not be considered as indebtedness & sueh the municipal
corporation limited by the provisions of section 1762 of thisitle;;

2HB) may be paid in not more than 30 years from¥ge date of issue
notwithstanding the limitation of section 1759 of this title;;

HC) may be authorized by a majority of all the votersWresent and
voting on the question at a meeting of sweh the municipal corporatiog held for
the this purpose pursuant to chapter 53, subchapter 1 of Mg title
notwithstanding any provisions of general or special law whick thdmay
require a greater vote, and may be so arranged that beginning with the¥rst
vear in which principal is payable, the amount of principal and interest in d
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§ 3645 3616. RENTS,; RATES

(a) Sueh A mMgicipal corporation, through its board ef-sewage—disposal

commissioners, mayNestablish rates, rents, or charges to—be—ecalled—sewage
disposal—charges” tObDe paid at—sneh—times—and—in—such—manner as the

commissioners board m8 prescribe. The eommissioners board may establish

annual charges separal®y for bond repayment, fixed operations and
maintenance costs (not-depdgdent-onactnat-se), and variable operations and

maintenance costs dependent & flow.

(b) Sueh The rates, rents, or arges may be based upon:

(1) the metered consumptioMof water on premises connected with the
sewer system, however, the conumnissiogers board may determine no user will be
billed for fixed operations and mainteiMgice costs and bond payment less than

the average singlefamily single-family c/Ngge;

(2) the number of equivalent units€gonnected with or served by the
sewage system based upon their estimated jRws compared to the estimated

flows from a singltefamily single-family dwellillg however, the eommissioners

board may determine no user will be billed lesS\than the minimum charge

determined for the single—family single-family Melling charge for fixed

operations and maintenance costs and bond payment;

(3) the strength and flow where wastes stronger Mgan household wastes
are involved;

(4) the appraised value of premises, in the event that Mg commissioners
shall determine the sewage disposal plant to be of generaMpenefit to the
municipality regardless of actual connection with the same;

(5) the commissioners’ determination developed using Wgny other
equitable basis such as the number and kind of plumbing fixtures;,; th&number
of persons residing on or frequenting the premises served by those seweMg,; and
the topography, size, type of use, or impervious area of any premises,

(6) for groundwater, surface, or stormwater an equivalent resideniigl
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(7) any combination of these bases, so-long-as provided the combination
is eiitable.

tb)}(® The basis for establishing sewer—disposal rates, rents, or charges
shall be'Wgviewed annually by sewage-disposal-commissioners the board. No

premises Mgerwise exempt from taxation, including premises owned by the
State of VerMgnt, shall, by virtue of any sueh the exemption, be exempt from
charges estabMghed herennder under this section. The commissioners may

change the ratd of—siuch, rents, or charges from—time—to—time as may be

reasonably require

(d) Where one of¥e bases of sweh a rent, rate, or charge is the appraised
value and the premisqto be appraised are tax exempt, the commissioners
board may cause the li¥grs to appraise sueh the property, including State
property, for the purpose X determining the sewage-disposeat the rates, rents,
or charges. The right of apMgal from sueh the appraisal shall be the same as
provided in 32 V.S.A. chapi®& 131. The Commissioner of Finance and
Management is authorized to isNye his—or—her warrants for sewage—disposeat
rates, rents, or charges against tate property and transmit to the State
Treasurer who shall draw a voucheMgn payment thereof of the rates, rents, or
charges. No charge so established aM{ no tax levied under the provisions of
section 3643 3615 of this title shall b&considered to be a part of any tax
authorized to be assessed by the legisl&gve body of any municipality for
general purposes; but shall be in addition (&any such tax so authorized to be
assessed.

(e) Sewage-disposat Rates, rents, or charges 8 ablzshed in accord with this

section may be assessed by the board ef-sewageNgisposai—con ‘oners—

provided—in—section—3614—of-this—title to derive thoyevenue requzred to pay

pollution charges assessed against a municipal corp®ation under 10 V.S.A.
§ 4265 1263.

te)(f) When a sewage-disposeat rate, rent, or charge estplished under this

section for the management of stormwater is applied to¥groperty owned,
controlled, or managed by the Agency of Transportation, the ®arge shall not
exceed the highest rate category applicable to other prop¥ties in the
municipality, and the Agency of Transportation shall receive a¥5 percent
credit on the charge. The Agency of Transportation shall receivé¥go other
credit on the charge from the municipal corporation.

§ 3646 3617. DUTIES; USE OF PROCEEDS
(a) Suel L ,l . bl ; .
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Hperinigndent—a eir—pleasire: The charges and receipts OfS-bt-Gk the
departm¥ shall only be used and applied to pay the interest and principal of
the sewag¥gisposal bonds of sueh the municipal corporation as—well-as, the
expense of Mgintenance and operation of the sewage disposal—departinent

system, or otheexpenses of the sewage system.

(b) TFhese 1M charges and receipts also may be used to develop a
dedicated fund tha®ygnay be created by the eommiissioners board to finance
major rehabilitation, Ngajor maintenance, and upgrade costs for the sewer
system. This fund maXpe established by an annual set-aside of up to 15
percent of the normal ®gerations, maintenance, and bond payment costs,
except that with respect to¥bsurface leachfield systems, the annual set-aside
may equal up to 100 perceyof these costs. The fund shall not exceed the
estimated future major rehabili®gtion, major maintenance, or upgrade costs for
the sewer system. Any dedicat® fund shall be insured at least to the level
provided by FDIC and withdrawd® shall be made only for the purposes for
which the fund was established. AnWgsweh dedicated fund may be established
and controlled in accord with section X304 of this title or may be established
by act of the legislative body of the muRgipality. Funds so established shall
meet the requirements of subdivision 4756(%)(4) of this title.

(c) Where the municipal legislative body &tablishes sueh a dedicated fund
pursuant to this section, it shall first adopt a n"nicipal ordinance authorizing
and controlling swek the funds. Sueh The ordiMgnce and any local policies
governing the funds must conform to the requiremes of this section.

(d) The charges, receipts, and revenue may alsoNpe used for stormwater
management, control, and treatment; flood resiliency,; Xoodplain restoration;
and other similar measures.

§ 3647 3618. ORDINANCES

Suweh The municipal corporation shall have the power to Mgke, establish,
alter, amend, or repeal ordinances, regulations, and bylaws r&ating to the

matters contained in this chapter, consistent with law, and to impo¥g penalties
for the breach thereof; of an ordinance and enforce the-same those peXalties.

¢ 3619. SEWERS AND PLUMBING; ORDERS

The board may require the owners of buildings, subdivisions¥ or
developments abutting on _a public street or highway to have all sewers [0
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S X418 3620. MEETINGS; VOTE

AM action taken by sweh a municipal corporation under the provisions of
this c/gpter or relating to the matters therein—set—forth contained in this
chapter, §gay be taken by vote of the legislative body of such the municipal
corporatioRy excepting the issuance of bonds and, in municipalities wherein
sueh the legWlative body is not otherwise given the power to levy taxes, the
levying of a tunder section 36143 3615 of this title; provided, however, that
no action shalpe taken hereunder unless the construction of a sewage
disposal plant sho¥ have first been authorized by majority vote of the legal
voters of sueh the mRgicipal corporation attending a meeting duly—wearned-and
holden warned for thaRpurpose.

% sk ok

Sec. 14. 24 V.S.A. § 3679 iNgmended to read:
$3679. FINANCES—SEWERNRATES; APPLICATION OF REVENUE

(a) The board of sewer comm&gioners of a consolidated sewer district shall
establish rates for the sewer Wgrvice and all individuals, firms, and
corporations whether private, publicgr municipal shall pay to the treasurer of
the district the rates established by theMoard. The manner of establishment of
the rates shall be in accord with section X145 3616 of this title. The rates shall
be so established as to provide revenue for¥ge following purposes:

% sk ok

Sec. 15. REPEAL
24 V.S.A. chapter 97 (sewage system) is repealeQ

* % * Creation of the Urban Search and Res¥e Team * * *

(a) The Depd
Search and Rescue (US4 Team to provide for the rapid resp&se of trained

Commissioner shall appoint a USAK™ Mg |
duties and responsibilities of the USAR Teant:

(b) The USAR Team program manager shall poMes RWINng
duties.

(1) organize the State USAR Team to assist local first resporg

ZAY, O - 224172, g7 C 1A
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Mical services and persons with specialty backgrounds in emergency
res .‘m o or search and rescue;

&) Woordinate the acquisition and maintenance of adequate vehicles

(4) hat USAR Team personnel are organized, trained, and
exercised in o with the appropriate search and rescue standards or
certifications;

agencies that mai
rescue teams, or othé e teams to provide expert assistance and
services to the USAR

(6)  coordinate W/pation in search and rescue

operations under chapter 1M

of this title.

(c) The Department of PRplic Safety may emMy as many USAR Team
responders _as the CommissiOger deems necessarMgas temporary State
employees, who shall be compens¥ed as such when aut/Mgzed to respond to
an_emergency or_hazard incident & to attend USAR Tea aining. State
USAR Team responders, whenever ad¥ng as State agents in acldance with
this section, shall be afforded all of tI protections and immuniti®gof State

employees.
(d) _An amount not less than $750,000.0Mhall be annually allocated to

Tt O 225 1 ANACANAY Ct oI% A% O O g, 7

Sec. 16. 20 V.S.A. § 50 is added to read:
§ 50. URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM

(a) The Department of Public Safety is authoriz&] to create the Urban
Search and Rescue (USAR) Team to provide for the raphg response of trained
professionals to emergencies and other hazards occurrin®in the State. The
Commissioner shall appoint a USAR Team program manac® to carry out the
duties and responsibilities of the USAR Team.

(b) The USAR Team program manager shall perform all e following
duties.

(1) organize the State USAR Team to assist local first resp®gders in
response to emergencies and other hazards;

(2) _hire persons for the USAR Team from fire, police, and emerdWic
medical services and persons with specialty backgrounds in emergen
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ang equipment for the USAR Team;

(4) ensure that USAR Team personnel are organized, trained, and
exerci®d in accordance with the appropriate search and rescue standards or
certificd®ons;

(5) Mggotiate and enter into agreements with municipalities, municipal
agencies thdmaintain swiftwater rescue teams, State-recognized swiftwater
rescue teams, ¥ other technical rescue teams to provide expert assistance and
services to the URIR Team when necessary; and

(6)  coordiMgte USAR Team participation in_search and rescue
operations under chaler 112 of this title.

(c) The DepartmenMof Public Safety may employ as many USAR Team
responders _as the ConMgissioner deems necessary as temporary State
employees, who shall be colgpensated as such when authorized to respond to
an_emergency or _hazard incMent or to attend USAR Team training. State
USAR Team responders, whene¥er acting as State agents in accordance with
this section, shall be afforded alMof the protections and immunities of State

employees.

* % * Vermont-211 InMgmation Privacy * * *
Sec. 17. PUBLIC RECORDS ACT; VERXONT 211; CONFIDENTIALITY

Pursuant to Vermont’s Public Records AM personal information and lists of
names within records created or acquired by Wgmont 211 shall be exempt from
public inspection or copying.  Vermont 2118shall keep confidential any
personal information acquired from victims of a n"&ural disaster or all-hazard,
as defined by 20 V.S.A. § 2. This section shall not B construed to prevent the
limited disclosure of personal information for the Myrposes of coordinating
relief work for individuals affected by a natural disaster®r all-hazard.

* * % Emergency Communications * *
Sec. 18. PUBLIC NOTIFICATION POLICY DURING EMERGENCY

The Department of Public Safety’s Division of VermoW Emergency
Management (VEM), in consultation with the Enhanced 911 Roard, shall
develop a policy for the use of E-911 databases that maintay callback
numbers of subscribers to provide VI-Alerts more effectively and exp&itiously
during emergencies in order to reduce the risk of harm to persoRg and
property. The Division shall issue its policy on or before July 1, 2025.
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\% ommission originating carrier oﬂerzng access to the public swztched
teleNye network shall make available, in accordance with rules-adopted-by
1o MNNje—Utility—Commission requirements _established by the Federal

CommiMy&gtions Commission, the universal emergency telephone number 911
for use b}/®g public in seeking assistance from fire, police, medical, and other
emergency gMgce providers through a public safety answering point and shall
deliver their 3Ngmers’ 911 calls to the point of interconnection defined by the
Board.

(b) Every toeXchange-teleconmunieations—provider originating carrier
shall provide the “\4 any other information required by rules adopted
under section 7053 o ‘ title to the Board, or to any administrator of the
Enhanced 911 databaseNgXMabases, for purposes of maintaining the Enhanced
911 database databases MNor all purposes outlined in_section 7059 of this
title. Each such provider sMgMbe responsible for updating the information at
a frequency specified by siNMyrules. All persons receiving confidential
information under this Section,def ned by the—Public-Utility—-Commission
section 7059 of this title, shall "8 t solely for the purposes of-providing

emergency—91—services specified iIRXgction 7059 of this title and shall not
disclose such confidential information g any other purpose.

(¢) Each local exchange telecommuMdtions company, cellular company,
et e e L e \ iee-company originating carrier
providing services within the State shall deste a person to coordinate with
and provide all relevant information to the l\v ced 911 Board and-Publie

Htility-Commission in carrying out the purposes '8 e chapter.
(d) Wiretine—and—nonwire—cettnlar Originat carriers certificated to

provide service in the State shall provide AN .\. vhich i
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cMerrels—for—+ seneration cchnology avazlable Automatic Number
Ident®cation (ANI) that can be used to query the Enhanced 911 Automatic
LocatioR Identification or third-party databases to provide the Automatic
Location¥entification that will include callback number, customer name,
location, CXWpany or carrier identification, and class of service of the 911
caller. Orig \h ing carriers with the capability to provide location and caller
data with the .\u hall do so in accordance with the approved i3 Standards for
Next Generation \_ /.

(e) Each local eXgM
with the Public Utilil}

Wige telecommunications provider in the State shall file
mission tariffs for each service element necessary
for the provision of Eraied 911 services. The Public Utility Commission
shall review each compaMy s\groposed tariff; and shall ensure that tariffs for
each necessary basic servi®& eMgnent are effective within six months of after
filing. The Department of MybW Service, by rule or emergency rule, may
establish the basic service ele? that each company must provide for in
tariffs. Such tariffs must be filed be Public Utility Commission within 60
days after the basic service elem¥
Public Service.

Ncordance with rules adopted by
g 911 system provider, and the
Npact customers’ ability to
prevent subscribers from

(H(1) Every originating carrier shal¥
the Enhanced 911 Board, notify its custo
Board, of planned or unplanned outages
complete a call to, or communicate with, 91
receiving emergency notifications.

(2) Notification of outages described in thisubsec®n shall include, at
a minimum, a posting of basic details regarding theW
carrier’s website.

(2¢) As used in this section:

(1) “Originating carrier” or “originating service pMgvider”’
entity that provides voice services to a subscriber and includes¥,
exchange carriers operating in Vermont.

(2)  “Incumbent local exchange carrier’ has the same mé

Sec. 19. [Deleted.]

On or before Janua e YR
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tMecomintmggiions tariffs, and, in particular, evaluating existing tariffs
perRitted pursuan 0 VS.A. § 7055, determining actual costs for the
providon of the service elemé @ comparing those tariffs to similar cost
recoverymechanisms in other States.

(b) T sum of $25,000.00 is appropriated from Swicral Fund to the
Enhanced Ml Board in fiscal vear 2025 for the purpose of contmmeiigo the
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Sec. 20. ENHAMEED 911 BOARD TARIFFS; REPORT

On or before JaMyary 15, 2025, the Enhanced 911 Board shall report to the
House Committee oMyGovernment Operations and Military Affairs and the
Senate Committee on¥government Operations on_current local exchange
telecommunications taris, and, in particular, evaluating existing tariffs
permitted pursuant to 308.S.A. § 7055, determining actual costs for the
provision of the service elen®gnts, and comparing those tariffs to similar cost
recovery mechanisms in other Mgtes.

* ** Language Assist®gce Services for State Emergency
CommiNgcations * * *

Sec. 21. 20 V.S.A. § 4 is added to read

¢ 4. LANGUAGE ASSISTANCE SERVICKS FOR STATE EMERGENCY
COMMUNICATIONS

(a) If an all-hazards event occurs, the Mgmont Emergency Management
Division shall ensure that language assistancservices are available for all
State communications regarding the all-hazards Mgnt, including relevant press
conferences and emergency alerts, in a timely maMger. Language assistance
services shall be provided for:

(1) individuals who are Deaf, Hard of Hearing, ag DeafBlind; and

(2) individuals with limited English proficiency.

(b) As used in this section, an “individual with limited EnXgsh proficiency”
means a person who does not speak English as the person’s prigary language
and who has a limited ability to read, write, speak, or understand%nglish.

(c) Annually, the Vermont Emergency Management Division s/l hold a
public meeting with members of the Vermont Deaf, Hard of Hear®ge, and
DeafBlind Advisory Council; the Olffice of Racial Equity; the V&mont
Association _of Broadcasters; and other relevant stakeholders to revievhthe
adequacy and efficacy of the provision and distribution of language assistaMge

o1 2. af ocmoragony QuraIg 9 atiauy QLo 7% Va QuraIg 9 ation nlatiorug »
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iividuals with limited English language proficiency.

Departm ,
vear 2025%pr the purD®mg of creating new connections from select Vermont
State Police Radio TransmissiOMgwers directly to the Primary and Secondary
State Relay ra®p stations listed in Vertmaig's Emergency Alert System Plan.

(b) The sum & $25,000.00 is appropriated Teig the General Fund to the
Department of Pul¥c Safety’s Division of Emergency ™ggagement in fiscal
vear 20235 for the puMgose of conducting a multi-media outreqd®mggmpaign to
increase the number & Vermonters registered with VI Alert and "gate

U/ C U/ U VV U UrCptlrc Y% Z. C Cr 2C Ve

Sec. 22. [Deleted.]

Sec. 23. LANGUAGE ASSISTANCE SERVICES FOR EMERGENCY
COMMUNICATIONS MYPRKING GROUP; REPORT

(a) Creation. There is creai®d the Language Assistance Services for
Emergency Communications Working¥sroup, consisting of staff at the Vermont
Emergency Management (VEM) Divisi®% and the Office of Racial Equity, who
will collaborate with the Vermont Asso®gtion of Broadcasters: the Vermont
Deaf. Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind AMsory Council; and other relevant
stakeholders.

(b) Duties. The Working Group shall Aelop best practices for the
provision of language assistance services in emerdncy communications during
and_after all-hazard events, as defined in 2 V.S. AN 2. The Working Group
shall analyze and make recommendations on technolgies for providing these
services, including tools such as Communication AcceM Realtime Translation
(CART) and Picture in Picture (PIP) techniques and Wutomated language
translation services or machine translation.

(c¢) Report. On or before December 15, 2024, the Worl&g Group shall
submit a written report to the House Committee on Governm®t Operations
and Military Affairs and the Senate Committee on Governmen®Operations
with its findings and any recommendations for legislative action.

(d) Prospective repeal. The Working Group shall cease to exist on Xyne 30,
2025.

* * * Post-Secondary Disaster Management Programs * * *
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On or before February 15, 2025, the President or designee for the Vermont
Star& University and the President or designee for the University of Vermont
shall Wgch submit a written report to the House Committee on Government
Operati&s and Military Affairs and the Senate Committee on Government
OperatioMy examining the creation of post-secondary disaster management
programs, iRgluding the associated costs, projected enrollments, and aspects of
curricula.

* * % EmergencyWPowers of the Governor and Emergency Management * * *
Sec. 25. 20 V.S.A. &/ is amended to read:
§ 1. PURPOSE ANDQOLICY

(a) Because of the iMgreasing possibility of the occurrence of disasters or
emergencies of unpreced®ted size and destructiveness resulting from all-
hazards and in order to ens®ge that preparation of this State will be adequate
to deal with such disasters or &ergencies, to provide for the common defense;
to protect the public peace, he®gh, and safety; and to preserve the lives and
property of the people of the State ¥ is found and declared to be necessary:

(1) to create a State emergen® management agencys and to authorize
the creation of local and regional orgaMgations for emergency management;

(2) to confer upon the Governoland upon the executive heads or
legislative branches of the towns and citiesNgf the State the emergency powers
provided pursuant to this chapter,

(3) to provide for the rendering of muiMgl aid among the towns and
cities of the State; with other states and Ca¥da; and with the federal
government Wwith respect to the carrying out olemergency management
functions; and

(4) to authorize the establishment of organizati®gs and the—talking—of
steps—as—hecessary-and-appropriate to carry out the proviXpns of this chapter

as necessary and appropriate.

% sk ok

Sec. 26. 20 V.S.A. § 8 is amended to read:
§ 8. GENERAL POWERS OF GOVERNOR

% sk ok

(b) In performing the duties under this chapter, the Governor is fuler
authorized and empowered:
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PpMggram for the emergency management of the State:

(A) to ascertain the requirements of the State or the municipalities for
food Mg water, fuel, clothing, or other necessities of life in any all-hazards
event did to plan for and procure supplies, medicines, materials, and
equipmen®or the purposes set forth in this chapter,

% sk ok

(C) tNgnstitute training programs and public information programs,
and to take alMother preparatory steps, including the partial or full
mobilization of enMggency management organizations in advance of actual
disaster, to ensure th&urnishing of adequately trained and equipped forces of
first responders and oty emergency management personnel in time of need.

% sk ok

(8) Mutual aid agreerMgnts with other states. On behalf of this State, to
enter into reciprocal aid agMgements under this chapter and pursuant to
compacts with other states andWghe federal government or a province of a
foreign country under such terms¥gs the Congress of the United States may
prescribe. These mutual aid arrang®gents shall be limited to the furnishing or
exchange of food, water, fuel, clOWing, medicine, and other supplies;
engineering services, emergency housim¥ police services, National Guard ¥
State—Gunard units while under the contrdof the State; health; medical and
related services, fire fighting, rescue, transp&tation, and construction services
and equipment; personnel necessary to provid or conduct these services, and
other supplies, equipment, facilities, personneland services as needed; and
the reimbursement of costs and expenses for eqi®pment, supplies, personnel,
and similar items for mobile support units, fire-fichi®gg firefighting , and police
units and health units. The mutual aid agreementNghall be made on such
terms and conditions as the Governor deems necessary.

% sk ok

Sec. 27. 20 V.S.A. § 9 is amended to read:
§ 9. EMERGENCY POWERS OF GOVERNOR

Subject to the provisions of this chapter, in the event of an all-h&ards event
in or directed upon the United States or Canada that causes or Mgy cause
substantial damage or injury to persons or property within the Stai®in any
manner, the Governor may preelaint declare a state of emergency witlRg the
entire State or any portion or portions of the State. Thereafter, the Govo¥gor
shall have and may exercise for as long as the Governor determines Mge
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tORgssume direct operational control of all f rst responders other emergency
mamMggement personnel, and helpers volunteers in the affected area or areas.

% sk ok

Sec. 28. R0 V.S.A. § 11 is amended to read:
§11. ADDKIONAL EMERGENCY POWERS

In the even®Mgf an all-hazards event, the Governor may exercise any or all of
the following ad®tional powers:

(1) To authoNze any department or agency of the State to lease or lend,
on such terms and Wpnditions and for sueh a period as—he—or—she—deems
necessary related to Wge declaration of emergency to promote the public
welfare and protect the Mgerests of the State, any real or personal property of
the State government,
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(2) To enter into a contr&t on behalf of the State for the lease or loan,
on such terms and conditions an®for such period as he-orshe the Governor
deems necessary to promote the piRic welfare and protect the interests of the
State, of any real or personal prdgerty of the State government, or the
temporary transfer or employment of Pgrsonnel thereof to any town or city of
the State. The chief executive ov, the Nhair or president of the legislative
branch, _or the emergency management¥director of the town or city is
authorized for and in the name of the townWr city to enter into the contract
with the Governor for the leasing or lendingf the property and personnel,
and the chief executive o¥, the chair or presider®of the legislative branch, or
the emergency management director of the town O city may equip, mazntazn
utilize, and operate such property except wewspap¥g—and-other—publication
news outlets, radio stations, places of worship a® assembly, and other
facilities for the exercise of constitutional freedom, Mgd employ necessary
personnel in accordance with the purposes for whicky such contract is

executed; nay-do—ati-things—and-perform—ati-a receng ary—to—effectuate
* % %k

(5) To make compensation for the property seized, taken, or §ndemned
on the following basis:

(A) In-ease Whenever the Governor deems it advisable for th&State
to take property istaken for temporary use or to take property permanent/the
Governor; at the time of the taking, shall fix the amount of compensation toe
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IXowner, the Governor shall fix the amount of compensation to be pazd for
the mageeﬁfa#bﬂ%—fo—%ﬁﬂ%

(B) Whenever the Governor deems it advisable for the State to
tempord¥ly or permanently take title to property taken under this section, the

Governor¥all ferthwith-eawse notify the owner of the property to-be-notified
of the takzn in writing by registered mail or in person, pestage-prepaids and

orthwith-caulgto-befiled shall file a copy of the notice with the Secretary of
State.
BHC) Mgy owner of property of which possession has been either

temporarily or perm&ently taken under the provisions of this chapter to whom
no award has been m&e or who is dissatisfied with the amount awarded him
or—her by the Governor®nay file a petition in the Superior Court within the
county wherein the prop®y was situated at the time of taking to have the
amount to which he—or—si® the owner is entitled by way of damages or
compensation determined, anXgither the petitioner or the State shall have the
right to have the amount of sucMglamages or compensation fixed after hearing
by three disinterested appraisers Mgpointed by the court, and who shall operate
under substantive and administra®e procedure to be established by the
Superior judges. If the petitioner owMgr of the property is dissatisfied with the
award of the appraisers, he—or—she th&owner may appeal the award to the
Superior Court and thereafter have a tridby jury to determine the amount of
the damages or compensation. The court ORgts of a proceeding brought under
this section by the owner of the property shalMge paid by the State, and the fees
and expenses of any attorney for the owner shalalso be paid by the State after
allowances by the court in which the petitiok is brought in an amount
determined by the court. The statute of limiMgions shall not apply to
proceedings brought by owners of property under t/Rg section for and during
the time that any court having jurisdiction over the pWgceedings is prevented
from holding its usual and stated sessions due to con®tions resulting from
emergencies described in this chapter:

(6)  To perform and exercise othe ;,;,- citict—citties—a
popitation- [Repealed.]

Sec. 29. 20 V.S.A. § 13 is amended to read:
§ 13. TERMINATION OF EMERGENCIES
The Governor:

(1) May terminate by proetamation declaration the emergenc®

o rore Tl e > Oy Crree O > DT TOreOtr, O TTre o - -
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p vied in federal law.

(2) May declare the state of emergency terminated in any area affected
by an &l-hazards event.

(3)Upon receiving notice that a majority of the legislative body of a
municipali® affected by a natural disaster no longer desires that the state of
emergency ORtinue within its municipality, shett may declare the state of
emergency teMginated within that particular municipality.  Upon the
termination of tINstate of emergency, the functions as set forth in section 9 of
this title shall ceas& and the local authorities shall resume control.

Sec. 30. 20 V.S.A. § K is amended to read:
s 17. GIFT, GRANT, ONLOAN

(a) Federal. WheneveMghe federal government or any agency or officer of
the federal government offer&o the State, or through the State to any town or
city within Vermont, services, &uipment, supplies, materials, or funds by way
of gift, grant, or loan for purpos® of emergency management, the State, acting
through the Governor in coordinat®gn with the Department of Public Safety, or
such town or city acting with the 8gnsent of the Governor and through its
executive officer or legislative bran may accept the offer; in
accordance with the provisions of 32 VA. § 5. Upon such acceptance, the
Governor or the executive officer or Wgislative branch of the political
subdivision may authorize any officer oW the State or of the political
subdivision, as the case may be, to receive tMg services, equipment, supplies,
materials, or funds on behalf of the State or W political subdivisions, and
subject to the terms of the offer and rules, if anW of the agency making the
offe  Whenever a federal grant is contingen®upon a State or local
contribution, or both, the Department of Public ¥gfety and the political
subdivision shall determine whether the grant shalMpe accepted and, if
accepted, the respective shares to be contributed by the S¥te and town or city
concerned.

(b) Private. Whenever any person, firm, or corporation ofers to the State
or to any town or city in Vermont services, equipment, supplies\gnaterials, or
funds by way of gift, grant, or loan, for purposes of emergency Mgnagement,
the State, acting through the Governor, or the political subdivist, acting
through its executive officer or legislative branch, may accept the oker—eand
#ponr in_accordance with the provisions of 32 V.S.A. § 5. UpoMysuch
acceptance, the Governor or executive officer or legislative branch ofgthe
political subdivision may authorize any officer of the State or the politi®gl
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stject to the terms of the offer.
SecXqI. 20 V.S.A. § 26 is amended to read:

$ 26. §HANGE OF VENUE BECAUSE OF ENEMYATTACK AN ALL-
NARDS EVENT

In the eVt that the place where a civil action or a criminal prosecution is
required by [Mg to be brought has become and remains unsafe because of an
attack upon thAUnited States or Canada or an all-hazards event, such action
or prosecution m¥y be brought in or, if already pending, may be transferred to
the Superior Court®g an unaffected unit and there tried in the place provided
by law for such court!

Sec. 32. 20 V.S.A. § 30 ®amended to read:
$ 30. STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION; CREATION

(a) The State Emergen® Response Commission is created within the
Department of Public Safety. Mg Commission shall consist of 4718 members:
eight ex officio members, includgg the Commissioner of Public Safety, the
Secretary of Natural Resources¥ the Secretary of Transportation, the
Commissioner of Health, the Secreta¥y of Agriculture, Food and Markets, the
Commissioner of Labor, the DirectoMyof Fire Safety, and the Director of
Emergency Management, or designee¥ and nine ten public members,
including a representative from each of t/ following: local government, the
local emergency planning committee, a regioRal planning commission, the fire
service, law enforcement, public works, emerg®cy medical service, a hospital,
a transportation entity required under EPCRA tgeport chemicals to the State
Emergency Response Commission, and anotheentity required to report
extremely hazardous substances under EPCRA.

(b) The nine ten public members shall be appoint&@ by-the-Governor for

staggered three-year terms as described in this subsectio

(1) Three public members, appointed by the Speaker ¥the House.

(2) Three public members, appointed by the PresidentQro Tempore of
the Senate.

(3) Four public members, appointed by the Governor.

(4)  When the seat of a public member is vacated, the repRgcement
member shall be appointed on a rotating basis starting with the SpeakeMgf the
House, with the next appointment to be made by the President Pro Tempo¥g
the Senate, and then the next appointment to be made by the Governor, Mg

hon Nodlnlida-Aaall
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(d) Members of the Commission, except State employees who are not
othMise compensated as part of their employment and who attend meetings,
shall Mg entitled to a per diem and expenses as provided in 32 V.S.A. § 1010.

Sec. 33. R0 V.S.A. § 34 is amended to read:
$ 34. TEMRORARY HOUSING FOR DISASTER VICTIMS

(a) WheRgyer the Governor has—proetaimed—a—disaster declares an

emergency und® the laws of this State, or the President has declared an
emergency or a#Ngor-disaster an all-hazards event to exist in this State, the
Governor is authori®d:

(1) To enter iMp purchase, lease, or other arrangements with any
agency of the United SMges for temporary housing units to be occupied by
disaster victims and to mdRg such units available to any political subdivision
of the State.

(2) To assist any politic® subdivision of this State that is the locus of
temporary housing for disaster¥ictims to acquire sites necessary for the
temporary housing and to-do—all-tiRges—required to prepare the site to receive

and utilize temporary housing units by

(A) advancing or lending fun® available to the Governor from any
appropriation made by the General Assen®{y or from any other source;;

(B) “passing through” funds mad&available by any agency, public
or private;; or

(C) becoming a co-partner with the Yplitical subdivision for the
execution and performance of any temporary hdsing for disaster victims
project and for such purposes to pledge the credit of B State on such terms as
the Governor deems appropriate having due reMgd for current debt
transactions of the State.

(b) Tnder—rutes—adopted—by—the—Governor—te During Mdeclared state of

emergency, the Governor may, by order or rule, temporarily s&pend or modify
for not more than 60 days any law or rule Dertaininfz to publi ealth safely
zoning, or transportation within Z ates—o Z
W@Hﬂkﬂﬁ%ﬁiﬁ—l@%ﬁ%@ﬁt—ﬂ#&ﬁe—by—pﬁ&l&%&ﬁ@ﬁ 1; the Governo deems the
suspension or modification essential to provide temporary housing foRdisaster
victims.

(c) Any political subdivision of this State is expressly authorized to acq¥re,
temporarily or permanently, by purchase, lease, or otherwise, sites required Wgr
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1 housing units, including the purchase of temporary housing units and
payNgent of transportation charges.

(d)Nhe-Governo : 2

his-chapter [Repealed.]

(e) NMWging in this chapter shall be construed to limit the Governor’s

authority to 8ply for, administer, and expend any grants, gifts, or payments in
aid of disaster¥Wyevention, preparedness, response, or recovery.
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howsing—have-theNgme-meaning-as—in-the-DisasterRelief-Aet-0f 19
93288 [Repealed.

Sec. 34. 20 V.S.A. § 39 amended to read:
§39. FEES TO THE HAZMRDOUS SUBSTANCES FUND

g
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(a) Every person requiMgd to report the use or storage of hazardous
chemicals or substances pursi¥t to EPCRA shall pay the following annual
fees for each hazardous chemi¥gl or substance, as defined by the State
Emergency Response Commission, ¥gat is present at the facility:

(1) $40.00 for quantities betwe® 100 and 999 pounds.

(2) $60.00 for quantities between Y000 and 9,999 pounds.

(3) $100.00 for quantities between 1800 and 99,999 pounds.
(4) $290.00 for quantities between 100,800 and 999,999 pounds.
(5) $880.00 for quantities exceeding 999, M9 pounds.

(6) An additional fee of $250.00 will be a¥gessed for each extremely
hazardous chemical or substance as defined in 42 UXL. § 11002.

(b) The fee shall be paid to the Commissioner of Pulc Safety and shall be
deposited into the Hazardous Chemical and Substance Bgnergency Response
Fund.

(c) The following are exempted from paying the fees Mguired by this
section but shall comply with the reporting requirements of this CRgpter:

(1) municipalities and other political subdivisions,
(2) State agencies;
(3) persons engaged in farming as defined in 10 V.S.A. § 6001; and

(4) nonprofit corporations.
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or for a fertzlzzer or agrzcultural lime as defined in 6 VS. A ) 363 and for
whi® a registration or tonnage fee has been paid to the Agency of Agriculture,
FoodWnd Markets pursuant to 6 V.S.A. chapter 28 or 81.

(e) WNge State or any political subdivision, including any municipality, fire
district, eMgrgency medical service, or incorporated village, is authorized to
recover any¥gnd all reasonable direct expenses incurred as a result of the
response to aMg recovery of a hazardous chemical or substance incident from
the person or p&sons responsible for the incident. All funds collected by the
State under this Mgbsection shall be deposited into the Hazardous Chemical
and Substance Em¥gency Response Fund created pursuant to subsection
38(b) of this chapter. Y{he Attorney General shall act on behalf of the State to
recover these expenses¥Ihe State or political subdivision shall be awarded
costs and reasonable attoMgey’s fees that are incurred as a result of exercising
the provisions of this subse¥on.

L
J

()(1) The Department of Rublic Safety shall have authority to inspect the
premises and records of any empver to ensure compliance with the provisions
of this chapter and the rules adopi&/ under this chapter.

(2) A person who violates aMy provision of this chapter or any rule
adopted under this chapter shall be fMed not more than $1,000.00 for each
violation. Each day a violation contini®s shall be deemed to be a separate
violation.

(3) The Attorney General may bring arMgction for injunctive relief in the
Superior Court of the county in which a violatio% occurs to compel compliance
with the provisions of this chapter.

Sec. 35. REPEAL
20 V.S.A. § 40 (enforcement) is repealed.

Sec. 36. CON!
PROGRA

and are located in counties that are eligible for Fedo™
Management Agency (FEMA) Public Assistance funds under federdM™mss
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1M State to address the secondary economic impacts of the August and
DeMunber 2023 flooding events.

(b)Qlppropriation. In fiscal year 2025, the amount of $200,000.00 is
approprReed from the General Fund to the Agency of Administration for the
Continuin : ocal Economic Damage Grant Program.

(c) Admration; grant awards. The Agency of Administration shall
administer the W\gram, which shall award grants in the following manner:

(1) $75,0 to_each municipality that as of March 1, 2024 had
$5,000,000.00 or \‘ in estimated reported damages to public infrastructure
relating to the Augus ‘(». 3 or December 2023 flooding events, or both;

(2) $50.000.00 ch municipality that as of March 1, 2024 had
$2,000.000.00 or more i"‘n. ess than $85,000,000.00 in estimated reported
damages to public infrastre relating to the August 2023 or December
2023 flooding events, or both;

(3) $30,000.00 to each \cipality that as of March 1, 2024 had
31,000,000.00 or more but less m 32.000,000.00 in estimated reported
damages to public infrastructure m o to the August 2023 or December

2023 flooding events, or both; \
(4) $20.000.00 to each municipa¥yy Spat as of March 1, 2024 had

3250,000.00 or more but less than $1,0.00 in_estimated reported
damages to public infrastructure relating .‘M‘; August 2023 or December
2023 flooding events, or both; and

(5) $10.000.00 to each municipality thatNgs ¥ March 1, 2024 had
$100,000.00 or more but less than $250,000.00 in eXmaXd reported damages
to _public infrastructure relating to the August &m December 2023
flooding events, or both

rom_grants
kCipient on

(d) Restrictions on recipients’ use of grant funds.
awarded through the Program shall not be expended by
FEMA-related projects.
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M, Notwithstanding any other provisions of law to the contrary,
$830.0MQ0_shall be transferred from the General Fund to the Emergency
Relief arNOINistance Fund (21555).

(b) Not® wding Sec. 1.4.3 of the Rules for State Matching Funds
Under the FeMgal™Rublic Assistance Program, in_fiscal vear 2025, the
Secretary of Admim may provide funding from the Emergency Relief
and Assistance Fund® transferred pursuant to subsection (a) of this
section_to subgrantees Wgior tOWge completion of a project. In fiscal year

2025, up to 70 percent o %y nding match on the nonfederal share of
an_approved project for munm et were impacted by the August and
December 2023 flooding even that are eligible for Federal

Emergency Management Agency 1 Nsiance funds under federal

(c) Notwithstanding Sec. 1.4.1 of t/¥ 4gte Matching Funds
Under the Federal Public Assistance Progra? of Administration
shall increase the standard State funding matc/Ng gl share of an
approved project to the highest percentage possibl Xy ding for

municipalities in counties that were impacted by tiMAugust and [gember
2023 flooding events and are eligible for Federal Eiggency Managemgnt

Sec. 37. [Deleted.]
* * % Effective Dates * * *
Sec. 38. EFFECTIVE DATES
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2024, except that Sec. 21 (20 V.S.A. ¥

* % * Creation of the Community Resilience and Disaster
Mitigation Grant Program and Fund * * *

Sec. 1. 20 V.S.A. § 48 is added to read:

¢ 48. COMMUNITY RESILIENCE AND DISASTER MITIGATION
GRANT PROGRAM

(a) Program established. There is established the Community Resilience
and Disaster Mitigation Grant Program to award grants to covered
municipalities to provide support for disaster mitigation, adaptation, or repair
activities.

(b) Definition. As used in this section, ‘“‘covered municipality’ means a
city, town, fire district or incorporated village, and all other governmental
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incorporated units that participate in the National Flood Insurance Program
in accordance with 42 U.S.C. Chapter 50.

(c) Administration; implementation.

(1) Grant awards. The Department of Public Safetv, in coordination
with the Department of Environmental Conservation, shall administer the
Program, which shall award grants for the following:

(A) technical assistance for natural disaster mitigation, adaptation,
or repair to municipalities,

(B) technical assistance for the improvement of municipal
stormwater systems and other municipal infrastructure;

(C) projects that implement disaster mitication measures, adaptation,
or repair._including watershed restoration and similar activities that directly
reduce risks to communities, lives, public collections of historic value, and

property; and

(D) projects to adopt and meet the State’s model flood hazard
bvlaws.

(2) Grant Program design. The Department of Public Safety, in
coordination with the Department of Environmental Conservation, shall design
the Program. The Program design shall:

(A) establish an equitable system for distributing grants statewide on
the basis of need according to a system of priorities, including the following:

(i) _projects that meet the standards established by the Department
of Environmental Conservation’s Stream Alteration Rule and Flood Hazard
Area and River Corridor Rule.

(ii) _projects that use funding as a match for other grants,
including grants from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA);

(iii) projects that are in hazard mitigation plans; and

(iv) projects that are geographically located around the State;

(B) establish guidelines for disaster mitigation measures and _costs
that will be eligible for grant funding; and

(C) establish eligibility criteria for covered municipalities, but allow
municipalities to partner with community organizations to apply for grants and
implement projects awarded funding by those grants.

(3) Annually, by November 13, the Department of Public Safety shall
submit a report detailing the current Program design and any grants awarded
pursuant to this section during the preceding yvear to the House Committee on
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Government Operations and Military Affairs and the Senate Committee on
Government Operations.

Sec. 2. 20 V.S.A. § 49 is added to read:

¢ 49. COMMUNITY RESILIENCE AND DISASTER MITIGATION
FUND

(a) Creation. There is established the Community Resilience and Disaster
Mitigation Fund to provide funding to the Community Resilience and Disaster
Mitigation Grant Program established in section 48 of this title. The Fund
shall be administered by the Department of Public Safety.

(b) Monies in the Fund. The Fund shall consist of monies appropriated or
transferred to the Fund.

(c) Fund administration.

(1) The Commissioner of Finance and Management may anticipate
receipts to this Fund and issue warrants based thereon.

(2) The Commissioner of Public Safety shall maintain accurate and
complete records of all receipts by and expenditures from the Fund.

(3) All balances remaining at the end of a fiscal yvear shall be carried
over to the following vear:

(d) Reports. On or before January 15 each year, the Commissioner of
Public Safety shall submit a report to the House Committees on Environment
and Energy and House Government Operations and Military Affairs and the
Senate Committees on Government Operations and Natural Resources and
Energy with an update on the expenditures from the Fund. For each fiscal
vear, the report shall include a summary of each project receiving funding.
The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall not
apply to the report to be made under this subsection.

Sec. 3. [Deleted.]
Sec. 4. 32 V.S.A. § 8557 is amended to read:
$8557. VERMONT FIRE SERVICE TRAINING COUNCIL

(a)(1) Sums for the expenses of the operation of training facilities and
curriculum of the Vermont Fire Service Training Council not to exceed
$5200-000-00 $1,500,000.00 per year shall be paid to the Fire Safety Special
Fund created by 20 V.S.A. § 3157 by insurance companies, writing fire,
homeowners multiple peril, allied lines, farm owners multiple peril,
commercial multiple peril (fire and allied lines), private passenger and
commercial auto, and inland marine policies on property and persons situated
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within the State of Vermont within 30 days after notice from the Commissioner
of Financial Regulation of such estimated expenses. Captive companies shall
be excluded from the effect of this section.

& sk ok

(4) An amount not less than $156-000-60 $450,000.00 shall be
specifically allocated to the Emergency Medical Services Special Fund
established under 18 V.S.A. § 908 for the provision of training programs for
certified Vermont EMS first responders and licensed emergency medical
responders, emergency medical technicians, advanced emergency medical
technicians, and paramedics.

& sk ok

* * * Credit Facilities for Local Investments * * *
Sec. 4a. 10 V.S.A. § 10 is amended to read:

§ 10. VERMONT STATE TREASURER; CREDIT FACILITY FOR LOCAL
INVESTMENTS

(a) Notwithstanding any provision of 32 V.S.A. § 433(a) to the contrary, the
Vermont State Treasurer shall have the authority to establish a credit facility of
up to 10 percent of the State’s average cash balance on terms acceptable to the
Treasurer and consistent with prudent investment principles and guidelines
pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 433(b)—(c) and the Uniform Prudent Investor Act, 144
V.S.A. chapter 9.

(b) The Treasurer may use amounts available under subsection (a) of this
section to provide financing for infrastructure projects in Vermont mobile home
parks and may modify the terms of such financing in his-or-her the Treasurer’s
discretion as is necessary to promote the availability of mobile home park
housing and to protect the interests of the State.

(c) Notwithstanding any provision of 32 V.S.A. § 433(a) to the contrary,
and in _addition to the provisions of subsection (a) on this section, the Vermont
State Treasurer shall have the authority to establish a credit facility of up to
two _and one-half percent of the State’s average cash balance on terms
acceptable to the Treasurer and consistent with prudent investment principles
and guidelines pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 433(b)—(c) and the Uniform Prudent
Investor Act, 144 V.S.A. chapter 9. The Treasurer may use amounts available
under this subsection only to provide financing for climate infrastructure and
resilience projects and may modify the terms of such financing in the
Treasurer’s discretion as is necessary to protect the interest of the State.

(d)  Annually, on or before November 15, the Treasurer shall submit a
report detailing the activities, financing, and accounting of any credit facilities
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created pursuant to subsection (c) of this section during the preceding
calendar year to the Governor; the House Committees on Appropriations, on
Commerce and Economic Development, and on Ways and Means; and the
Senate Committees on Appropriations, on Economic Development, Housing
and General Affairs, and on Finance.

Sec. 4b. TREASURER CLIMATE INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCING
COORDINATION, REPORT

(a) The Treasurer may use funds appropriated in fiscal year 2025 to
coordinate climate infrastructure financing efforts within the State, including
use for administrative costs and third-party consultations. The Treasurer shall
seek to create a framework for effective collaboration among State
organizations, agencies, and_financial instrumentalities to maximize the
amount of federal funds the State may receive and to effectively coordinate the
deployment of these funds.

(b) On or before December 15, 2024, the Treasurer shall submit a report
detailing the status of coordination efforts described in subsection (a) of this
section and any recommendations regarding legislation for State climate
infrastructure financing to the House Committees on Appropriations, on
Commerce and Economic Development, on Environment and Energy, on
Government Operations and Military Affairs, and on Ways and Means and the
Senate Committees on Appropriations, on Economic Development, Housing
and General Affairs, on Finance, on Government Operations, and on Natural
Resources and Energy.

* % * Defining First Responder * * *
Sec. 5. 20 V.S.A. § 2 is amended to read:
§ 2. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:
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(6) “Emergency management” means the preparation for and
implementation of all emergency functions, other than the functions for which
the U.S. Armed Forces or other federal agencies are primarily responsible, to
prevent, plan for, mitigate, and support response and recovery efforts from all-
hazards. Emergency management includes the utilization of first responders
and _other _emergency management personnel and the equipping, exercising,
and training designed to ensure that this State and its communities are
prepared to deal with all-hazards.

(7) “First responder” means State, county, and local governmental and
nongovernmental personnel who provide immediate support services necessary
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to perform emergency management functions during an emergency or all-
hazards event, including:

(A) emergency management and public safety personnel;

(B) firefighters, as that term is defined in section 3151 of this title;

(C) law enforcement officers, as that term is defined in section 2351a

of this title;

(D) public safety telecommunications and dispatch personnel;

(E) emergency medical personnel and volunteer personnel, as those
terms are defined in 24 V.S.A. § 2651;

(F) licensed professionals who would provide clinical services and
emergency care in_hospitals and medical facilities created to address an all-
hazards event;

(G) public health personnel;

(H) public works personnel, including water, wastewater, and
stormwater personnel; and

(1) _equipment operators and other skilled personnel, who provide
services necessary to _enable the performance of emergency management

functions.

(8) “Hazard mitigation” means any action taken to reduce or eliminate
the threat to persons or property from all-hazards.

8(9) “Hazardous chemical or substance’ means:
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(10) “Hazardous chemical or substance incident” means any mishap
or occurrence involving hazardous chemicals or substances that may pose a
threat to persons or property.

“0)(11) “Homeland security” means the preparation for and carrying
out of all emergency functions, other than the functions for which the U.S.
Armed Forces or other federal agencies are primarily responsible, to prevent,
minimize, or repair injury and damage resulting from or caused by enemy
attack, sabotage, or other hostile action.

“H(12) “Radiological incident” means any mishap or occurrence
involving radiological activity that may pose a threat to persons or property.

Sec. 6. [Deleted.]
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PERSONNEL
$ 3/%/. DEFINITIONS
As 1Med in this chapter:

(1) YBoard” means the Emergency Personnel Survivors Benefit Review
Board.

(2) “ChRd” means anaturael-or-tegatly-adopted-child, regardless of age,
the deceased’s Bplogical child, foster child, adoptive child, or stepchild; a
child for whom Mge deceased is listed as a parent on the child’s birth
certificate; a legal Wd of the deceased; a child of the deceased’s spouse; or a
child for whom the d®eased had day-to-day responsibilities to care for and
financially support at th&time of death or when the child was under 18 years
of age.

(3) “Correctional offiog”" has the same meaning as in 28 V.S.A. § 3.

(4) “Domestic partner’ Wgeans an individual with whom the deceased
had an enduring domestic relatiothip of a spousal nature at the time of death,
provided that at the time of death th&deceased and the domestic partner:

(A) had shared a residence fOWat least six consecutive months;

(B) were at least 18 vears of agd

(C) were not married to or consid®&ed a domestic partner of another
individual;

(D) were not related by blood closer th% would bar marriage under
State law; and

(E) had agreed between themselves to be reSgonsible for each other’s

welfare.

(5) “Firefichter” has the same meaning as in suMivision 3151(3) of
this title.

(6) “Emergency medical personnel’ has the same mWging as in 24

(7) “Emergency personnel” means:
(A) firefighters as-defined-insubdivision 3H313)-of thistitle, Ygid
(B) emergency medical personnel and volunteer personnel as-ddned

i 24 VS A-§ 2651
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(8) “Law enforcement officer” means a law enforcement officer who has
beeMycertified by the Vermont Criminal Justice Council pursuant to section
2358 X this title.

IM9) “Line of duty” means:

(AN, answering—or—retwrning—from With respect to firefighters,

emergency m&dical personnel, and volunteer personnel:

(i) Ngrvice in_answer to a call of the department or service for a
fire or emergency Wg-training-dritl, including going to and returning from a fire
or emergency or paR§cipating in a fire or emergency training drill; or

B)(ii) siMlar service in another town or district to which the
department or service hdgbeen called for firefighting or emergency purposes.

(B) With respect & law enforcement officers.

(i) service as a [My enforcement officer in answer to a complaint
lodged with the department orSu response to a disorder, including going to,
returning from, and investigating®r responding to the complaint or disorder;
or

(ii) service under orders Mgm the department or in any emergency
for which the law enforcement officer seMges as a law enforcement officer.

(C) With respect to correctional o¥gcers:

(i) supervision or monitoring of iNgates in a correctional facility;

(ii) _supervision or monitoring of O or more persons serving a
sentence of incarceration outside a correctional fa%lity; or

(iii) supervision or monitoring of a persO on parole or probation.

)(10)  “Occupation-related illness” means Mdisease that directly
arises out of, and in the course of, service, including a h&rt injury or disease
symptomatic within 72 hours from the date of last serviceXg the line of duty,
which shall be presumed to be incurred in the line of duty.

6)(11) “Parent” means anatural-or—adoptiveparent e deceased’s

biological parent, foster parent, adoptive parent, or stepparent; M individual
who is listed as a parent on the deceased’s birth certificate; a leg guardian
of the deceased; or an individual who had day-to-day responsibilitidto care
for and financially support the deceased when the deceased was urMer 18

years of age.

(12) “Spouse’ includes an individual’s domestic partner or civil uni
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eMgrgency personnel.

14)  “Volunteer personnel’ has the same meaning as in 24 V.S.A.

§ 265

$3172. NMERGENCY PERSONNEL SURVIVORS BENEFIT REVIEW
BORD

(a)(1) Thg is created the Emergency Personnel Survivors Benefit Review
Board, which %gll consist of the State Treasurer or designee, the Attorney
General or desighge, the Chief Fire Service Training Olfficer of the Vermont

Fire Service Traznz o Council or deszgnee aﬁd eﬁe—H%Eﬁ%ﬁLOJ‘—ﬂ%e—pbtb%

{030 . 8 219 2RI 4
K/ p v, appo ea—1oy oV v, v, a

feidm—ef—tiwe—yea#s thé Chazr of the Law Enforcement Advisory Board or

designee, and the CommiSgioner of Corrections or designee.

(2) Survivors of emer®gncy personnel, employed by or who volunteer for
the State of Vermont, a countyN municipality of the State, or a nonprofit entity
that provides services in the ¥gate, who die in the line of duty or of an
occupation-related illness may, Xgithin 18 months after the death of the
emergency personnel, request the Ngoard award a monetary benefit under
section 3173 of this title chapter.

(3) The Board shall be responside for determining whether to award
monetary benefits under section 3173 of Wgis_chapter. A decision to award
monetary benefits shall be made by unanim®s vote of the Board and shall be
made within 60 days after the receipt of all inf&gnation necessary to enable the
Board to determine eligibility.

(4) The Board may request any information Mgcessary for the exercise of
its duties under this section. Nothing in this sectioMghall prevent the Board
from initiating the investigation or determination ofMg claim before being
requested by a survivor or employer of emergency person®gl.
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(c) If the Board decides to award a monetary benefit, theenefit shall be
paid to the surviving spouse or, if the emergency personnel hao spouse at
the time of death, to the surviving child, or equally among survivig children.
If the deceased emergency personnel is not survived by a spouse or¥ghild, the
benefit shall be paid to a surviving parent, or equally between iving
parents. If the deceased emergency personnel is not survived by a sypuse,
children, or parents, the Board shall not award a monetary benefit underghis
chapter.
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$3173. MQNETARY BENEFIT
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(a) The suMors of emergency personnel who dies die while in the line of
duty or from anWgccupation-related illness may apply for a payment of
8380,000.00 from the ¥gte.
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§3175. EMERGENCY PERSQYNNEL SURVIVORS BENEFIT SPECIAL
FUND

(a) The Emergency Personnel SurMgors Benefit Special Fund is established
in the Office of the State Treasurer for Mg purpose of the payment of claims
distributed pursuant to this chapter. The Wgd shall comprise appropriations
made by the General Assembly, amounts transWgred by the Emergency Board
when _the General Assembly is not in session, angontributions or donations
from any other source. All balances in the Fund at W end of the fiscal year
shall be carried forward. Interest earned shall remain imge Fund.
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(c) In the event that the balance of the Fund is insufficient to Mg monetary
benefits awarded by the Board when the General Assembly is not ession,
the Emergency Board may, pursuant to its authority under 32 V.S.A. %133,
transfer into the Fund additional amounts necessary to pay the moncWg)

Sec. 6a. [Deleted.]
* % * Emergency Management * * *
Sec. 7. 20 V.S.A. § 6 is amended to read.:

§ 6. LOCAL AND REGIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT

(a) Each town and city of this State is—-hereby-authorized-and-directed—to

shall establish a local organization for emergency management in accordance
with the State emergency management plan and program. The executive
officer or legislative branch of the town or city is-autherized+te shall appoint a
town or city emergency management director who shall have direct
responsibility for the organization, administration, and coordination of the
local organization for emergency management, subject to the direction and
control of the executive officer or legislative branch. If the town or city that
has not adopted the town manager form of government in accordance with 24
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V.S.A. chapter 37 and the executive officer or legislative branch of the town or
city has not appointed an emergency management director, the executive
officer or legislative branch shall be-the appoint a town or city emergency
management director. The town or city emergency management director may
appoint an emergency management coordinator and other staff as necessary to
accomplish the purposes of this chapter. In _an instance of a vacancy of the
position of a town or city emergency management director, the executive officer
or the chair or president of the legislative branch shall be the emergency
management director.

(b) Each local organization for emergency management shall perform
emergency management functions within the territorial limits of the town or
city within which it is organized and, in which may include coordinating the
utilization of first responders and other emergency management personnel
pursuant to the all-hazards emergency management plan adopted pursuant to
subsection (c) of this section. _In addition, each local organization for
emergency management shall conduct such functions outside the territorial
limits as may be required pursuant to the provisions of this chapter and in
accord with rules adopted by the Governor:

(c)(1) Each local organization shall develop and maintain an all-hazards
emergency management plan in accordance with the State Emergency
Management Plan and guidance set forth by the Division of Emergency
Management.

(2) The Division shall amend the local emergency plan template and
any best management practices or guidance the Division issues to
municipalities to address the need for the siting of local and regional
emergency shelters in a manner that allows access by those in need during an
all-hazards event.

(3) The Division shall advise municipalities that when a shelter is sited
under a local emergency plan, the municipality should work with the Agency of
Human Services, the American Red Cross, and community-based emergency or
charitable food providers, to assess the facility and the facility’s potential
operations, including the characteristics of the surrounding area during an all-
hazards event, multiple routes of travel and possible hazards that could prevent
access to the shelter, and the need for immediate and sustained access to food
and water for individuals using the shelter.

(4) The Division, in coordination with the Agency of Human Services,
shall _advise municipalities, upon completion of a local emergency
management plan, on how to conduct training and exercises pertaining to

sheltering.
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(d) Regional emergency management committees shall be established by
the Division of Emergency Management.
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(3) A regional emergency management committee shall consist of voting
and nonvoting members.

(A) Voting members. The local emergency management director or
designee and one representative from each town and city in the region shall
serve as the voting members of the committee. A representative from a town or
city shall be a member of the town’s or city’s emergency services community
and shall be appointed by the town’s or city’s executive or legislative branch.

(B)  Nonvoting members.  Nonvoting members may include
representatives from the following organizations serving within the region. fire
departments, emergency medical services, law enforcement, other entities
providing emergency response personnel, media, transportation, regional
planning commissions, hospitals, the Department of Health’s district office,
the Division of Emergency Management, organizations serving vulnerable
populations, local libraries, arts and culture organizations, regional
development corporations, local business organizations, community-based
emergency or _charitable food providers, and any other interested public or
private individual or organization.
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Sec. 7a. RESTAURANT MEALS PROGRAM

On_or before March 1, 2025, the Department shall submit a report to the
House Committee on Human Services and to the Senate Committee on Health
and Welfare addressing the resources needed to enable Vermont to implement
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program’s Restaurant Meals Program,
including the potential need for additional staff’ and information technology

changes.
Sec. 8. 20 V.S.A. § 31 is amended to read:

§ 31. STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION; DUTIES

(a) The Commission shall have authority to:
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(7) Ensure that e-State-ptan the State Emergency Management Plan will
go into effect when an accident occurs involving the transportation of
hazardous materials. The ptan Plan shall be exercised at least once annually
and shall be coordinated with local and State emergency plans.
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Sec. 9. 20 V.S.A. § 32 is amended to read:

$32. LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEES; CREATION;
DUTIES

(a) One or more local emergency planning committees, created under
EPCRA, shall be appointed by the State Emergency Response Commission.
“EPCRA’” means the federal Emergency Planning and Community Right-To-
Know Act of 1986, 42 U.S.C. §§ 11001-11050.

(b) All local emergency planning committees shall include representatives
from the following: fire departments, local and regional emergency medical
services, local, county, and State law enforcement; other entities providing
first responders or emergency management personnel; media, transportation,
regional planning commissions, hospitals; industry, the Vermont National
Guard; the Department of Health’s district office; and an animal rescue
organization, and may include any other interested public or private individual
or organization. Where the local emergency planning committee represents
more than one region of the State, the Commission shall appoint
representatives that are geographically diverse.

(c) A local emergency planning committee shall perform all the following
duties:

(1) Carry out all the requirements of a committee pursuant to EPCRA,
including preparing a local emergency planning committee plan. The plan
shall be coordinated with the State emergency management plan and may be
expanded to address all-hazards identified in the State emergency management
plan. At a minimum, the local emergency planning committee plan shall
include the following:

(A)  Identifies facilities and transportation routes of extremely
hazardous substances.

(B) Describes the utilization of first responders and other emergency
management personnel _and emergency response procedures, including those
identified in facility plans.

(C) Designates a local emergency planning committee coordinator
and facility coordinators to implement the plan.

(D) Outlines emergency notification procedures.

(E) Describes how to determine the probable affected area and
population by releases of hazardous substances.

(F) Describes local emergency equipment and facilities and the
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persons responsible for them.
(G) Outlines evacuation plans.

(H) Provides for coordinated local training to ensure integration with
the State emergency management plan.

(I) Provides methods and schedules for exercising emergency plans.

(2) Upon receipt by the committee or the committee’s designated
community emergency coordinator of a notification of a release of a hazardous
chemical or substance, ensure that the local emergency plan has been
implemented.

(3) Consult and coordinate with the heads of local government
emergency services, the emergency management director or designee, persons
in_charge of local first responders and other local emergency management
personnel, regional planning commissions, and the managers of all facilities
within the jurisdiction regarding the facility plan.

(4) Review and evaluate requests for funding and other resources and
advise the State Emergency Response Commission concerning disbursement of

funds.

(5) Work to support the various emergency services and other entities
providing first responders or _emergency management personnel, mutual aid
systems, town governments, regional planning commissions, State agency
district offices, and others in their area in conducting coordinated all-hazards
emergency management activities.

Sec. 10. 20 V.S.A. § 41 is added to read.
§41. STATE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN.

The Department of Public Safety’s Vermont Emergency Management
Division shall create, and republish as needed, but not less than every five
vears, a comprehensive State Emergency Management Plan. The Plan shall
detail response systems during all-hazards events, including communications,
coordination _among State, local, private, and volunteer entities, and the
deployment of State and federal resources. The Plan shall also detail the
State’s emergency preparedness measures and goals, including those for the
prevention of, protection against, mitigation of, and recovery from all-hazards
events. The Plan shall include templates and guidance for regional emergency
management and for local emergency plans that support municipalities in their
respective emergency management planning.
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Sec. 11. VERMONT EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIVISION
DISASTER PREPAREDNESS REVIEW

(a) Review. On or before June 30, 2025, the Department of Public Safety’s
Division of Vermont Emergency Management (VEM) shall conduct an after-
action review of the State’s disaster preparedness leading up to, during, and
after the 2023 summer flooding events throughout the State, overseen by the
Director of VEM. The review shall examine all aspects of the State’s response
and shall include input from the whole community. In addition to the federal
Homeland Security Exercise and Evaluation Program’s requirements, the
review shall include examining the adequacy of early warning and evacuation
orders, designated evacuation routes and emergency shelters, the ability to
provide food and water where it is needed, the present system of local
emergency management directors in wide-spread emergencies and the State’s
present emergency communications systems.

(b) Report. On or before December 15, 2025, the Director of VEM shall
submit a written report to the House Committee on Government Operations
and Military Affairs and the Senate Committee on Government Operations
with its findings regarding the disaster preparedness review, and, if the
Director determines there to be inadequacies present in the State’s disaster
preparedness, a plan for improving the State’s disaster preparedness, which
may include any recommendations for legislative action.

Sec. 12. [Deleted.]

* % * Municipal Stormwater Utilities * * *
Sec. 13. 24 V.S.A. chapter 101 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 101. SEWAGE, SEWAGE DISPOSAL S¥STEM, AND
STORMWATER SYSTEMS

§3601. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter shatl-have-thefollowingmeanings:
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2 “Board” means the board of sewage disposat system commissioners.

(2)  “Domestic sewage”’ or ‘“house sewage’ means sanitary sewage
derived principally from dwellings, business buildings, and institutions.

(3) ‘“Industrial wastes” or ‘“trade wastes” means liquid wastes from
industrial processes, including suspended solids.

(4) “Necessity” means a reasonable need that considers the greatest
public good and the least inconvenience and expense to the condemning party
and to the property owner. Necessity shall not be measured merely by expense
or convenience to the condemning party. Due consideration shall be given to
the adequacy of other property and locations; to the quantity, kind, and extent
of property that may be taken or rendered unfit for use by the proposed taking;
to the probable term of unfitness for use of the property; to the effect of
construction upon scenic_and recreational values, upon home and homestead
rights and the convenience of the owner of the land; to the effect upon town
grand list and revenues.

(5) “Sanitary sewage’ means used water supply commonly containing
human excrement.

(6) “Sanitary treatment” means an approved method of treatment of
solids and bacteria in sewage before final discharge.

(7) “Sewage” means the used water supply of a community, including
such used water supply or stormwater as may or may not be mixed with these
liquid wastes from the community.

(8) “Sewage system’ means any equipment, stormwater control system,
pipe line system, and facilities as are needed for and appurtenant to the
treatment or disposal of sewage and waters, including a sewage treatment or
disposal plant and separate pipe lines and structural or nonstructural facilities
as_are needed for and appurtenant to the treatment or disposal of storm,
surface, and subsurface waters.

(9) The phrase “sewage treatment or disposal plant” shall—inectnde
includes, for the purposes of this chapter, any plant, equipment, system, and
facilities, whether structural or nonstructural, as are necessary for and
appurtenant to the treatment or disposal by approved sanitary methods of
domestic sewage, garbage, industrial wastes, stormwater, or surface water.

(10) “Stormwater’ has the same meaning as “stormwater runoff”’ under
10 V.S.A. § 1264.
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(11)  “Stormwater management system’ means any Structure, or
improvement, whether structural or nonstructural, necessary for collecting,
containing, controlling, treating, or conveyving stormwater, including sewers,
curbs, drains, conduits, natural and man-made channels, settling ponds, pipes,
and culverts.

¢ 3602. BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: MEMBERSHIP

(a) Except as provided for in subsection (b) of this section, the selectboard
of a town, the trustees of a village, the prudential committee of a fire or
lighting district, or the mayor and board of aldermen of a city, shall be the
board of commissioners for the sewage system of a municipality.

(b) The legislative body of the municipality may vote to constitute a
separate board of sewage system commissioners. The board shall have not less
than three nor more than seven members, who shall be residents of the
municipality. Members shall be appointed, and any vacancy filled, by the
legislative body of the municipality. The term of each member shall be four
vears. Any member may be removed by the legislative body of the municipality
for just cause after due notice and hearing.

¢ 3603. BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: DUTIES AND AUTHORITY

(a) The board shall have the supervision of the municipal sewage system
and shall make and establish all needed rates for rent and rules for control and
operation of the system. The board may require.

(1) the owners of buildings, subdivisions, or developments abutting a
public street or highway to have all sewers from those buildings, subdivisions,
or developments connected to the municipal corporations sewer system,; and

(2) any individual, person, or corporation to connect to the municipal
sewage system for the purposes of abating pollution of the waters of the State.

(b) The commissioners may appoint or remove a_superintendent at their
pleasure.

§ 3602 3604. SEWAGE DISPOSALPEANT, SYSTEM: CONSTRUCTION

A municipal corporation may:

(1) construct, maintain, operate, and repair a sewage disposal-ptant-and
Systems;—to;

(2)  pursuant to the procedures established in this chapter. take,

purchase, and acquire—in—the-manner—hereinafterentioneds real estate and

easements necessary for its purposess;
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(3) may enter in and upon any land for the purpose of making surveys;;
and

(4) may lay and connect pipes, stormwater management systems, and
sewers—and—connect the—same as may be necessary to convey and treat
stormwater runoff or sewage for—the—purpose—of-disposing and dispose of
sewage by-such-municipal-corporation.

§ 3603 3605. ENTRY ON LANDS

Swek A municipal corporation, for the purposes enumerated in section 3662
3604 of this titte chapter, may:

(1) enter upon and use any land and enclosures over or through which it
may be necessary for pipes, stormwater management systems, and sewer to

pass, and may thereon;

(2) at any time, place, lay, and construct sueh any pipes and sewers,
appurtenances, and connections as may be necessary for the complete

construction and repairing of the sewefrontime-to-timemeay the system; and

(3) open the ground in any streets, lanes, avenues, highways, and public
grounds for the purposes hereof: described in this section, provided that sweh
the streets, lanes, avenues, highways, and public grounds shall not be injured;
but shall be left in as good condition as before the laying of sueh the pipes,
stormwater management systems, and sewers.

§ 36604 3606. PETITION FOR HEARING TO DETERMINE NECESSITY

The municipal corporation may agree with all the owners of land or interest
in land affected by the a survey made under section 3602 3604 of this title
chapter for the conveyance of their the owners’ interest. Where sueh the
agreement is not made, the board shall petition a—Superior—udege the Civil
Division of the Superior Court, setting forth therein in the petition that sueh
the board proposes to take certain land, or rights therein in the land, and
describing sueh the lands or rights—and-the. The survey shall be annexed—to
said included in the petition end-made-a-part-thereof. Sweh The petition shall
set forth the purposes for which sueh the land or rights are desired; and shall
contain a request that sueh judee the court fix a time and place when he-or-she
or—some—other—Superiorjudge the court will hear all parties concerned and

determine whether sueh the taking is necessary.
§$ 3605 3607. HEARING TO DETERMINE NECESSITY

The judge to whom sueh the petition is presented shall fix the time for
hearing, which shall not be more than 60 wne¥ or less than 30 days from the
date the judge signs sueh the order. Likewise, the judge shall fix the place for
hearing, which shall be the county courthouse or any other convenient place
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within the county in which the land in question is located. If the Superior
judge to whom sueh the petition is presented cannot hear the petition at the

time set therefore for the hearing, the-Superiorjudge-shall-catl-upon the Chief

Superior Judge to shall assign another Superior judge to hear such the cause
at the time and place assigned in the order.

§ 36606 3608. SERVICE AND PUBLICATION OF PETITION

(a) A copy of the petition together with a copy of the court’s order fixing
the time and place of hearing shall be published in a newspaper having
general circulation in the town in which the land included in the survey lies
once a week for three consecutive weeks on the same day of the week—the. The
last publication to be not less than five days before the hearing date—and-e.

(b) A copy of the petition, together with a copy of the court’s order fixing
the time and place of hearing, and a copy of the survey shall be placed on file
in the clerk’s office of the town.

(c) The petition, together with the court’s order fixing the time and place of
hearing, shall be served upon each person owning or having an interest in
land to be purchased or condemned like a summons, or, on absent defendants,
in sueh the manner as the Supreme Court may by rule provide for service of
process in civil actions. If the service on any defendant is impossible, upon
affidavit of the sheriff, deputy sheriff, or constable attempting service, therein
stating that the location of the defendant within or witheut outside the State is
unknown and that he-er—she the defendant has no known agent or attorney in
the State of Vermont upon whiek whom service may be made, the publication
herein-provided required by this section shall be deemed sufficient service on
the defendant.

(d) Compliance with the provisions hereof of this section shall constitute

sufficient service upon and notice to any person owning or having any interest
in the land proposed to be taken or affected.

§ 36607 3609. HEARING AND ORDER OF NECESSITY

(a) At the time and place appointed for the hearing, the court shall hear all
persons interested and wishing to be heard. If any person owning or having an
interest in land to be taken or affected appears and objects to the necessity of
taking the land included within the survey or any part thereof of the survey,
then the court shall require the board to proceed with the introduction of
evidence of the necessity of sueh the taking.

(b) The burden of proof of the necessity of the taking shall be upon the
board.
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(c) The court may cite in additional parties including other property
owners whose interests may be concerned or affected by any taking of land or
interest therein in land based on any ultimate order of the court.

(d) The court shall make findings of fact and file them. The court shall, by
its order, determine whether necessity requires the taking of sueh land and
rights and may modify or alter the proposed taking in-swehrespeets as to-it the

court may seem deem proper.
§ 3608 3610. APPEAL FROM ORDER OF NECESSITY

(a) If the State, municipal corporation, or any owner affected by the order
of the court is aggrieved thereby by the order, an appeal may be taken to the
Supreme Court in sueh the manner as the Supreme Court may by rule provide
for appeals from the Civil Division of the Superior courts Court.

(b) In the event an appeal is taken, all proceedings shall be stayed until
final disposition of the appeal. If no appeals are taken within the time
provided therefor or, if appeal is taken, upon its final disposition, a copy of the
order of the court shall be placed on file within 10 days in the office of the
clerk of each town in which the land affected lies, and thereafter for a period
of one year, the board may institute proceedings for the condemnation of the
land included in the survey as finally approved by the court without further
hearing or consideration of any question of the necessity of the taking.

§3609 3611. COMPENSATION; CONDEMNATION

(a) When an owner of land or rights therein in land and the board are
unable to agree on the amount of compensation therefor or in case the owner
is an infant, a person who lacks capacity to protect his—or—her the person’s
interests due to a mental condition or psychiatric disability, absent from the
State, unknown, or the owner of a contingent or uncertain interest, a Superior
judge may, on the application of either party, cause the notice to be given of
the application as he-or-she the judge may prescribe, and after proof thereof of
the application, the judge may appoint three disinterested persons to examine
the property to be taken; or damaged by the municipal corporation.

(b) After being duly sworn, the commissioners shall, upon due notice to all
parties in interest, view the premises, hear the parties in respect to the
property, and shall assess and award to the owners and persons so interested
just damages for any injury sustained and make report in writing to the judge.

(c) In determining damages resulting from the taking or use of property
under the provisions of this chapter, the added value, if any, to the remaining
property or right therein in property that inures directly to the owner thereof as
a result of the taking or use as distinguished from the general public benefit;
shall be considered.
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(d) The judge may therewpon accept the report, unless just cause is shown
to the contrary, and order the municipal corporation to pay the same in the
time and manner as the judge may prescribe, in full compensation for the
property taken, or the injury done by the municipal corporation, or the judge
may reject or recommit the report if the ends of justice so require. On
compliance with the order, the municipal corporation may proceed with the
construction of its work without liability for further claim for damages. In his
or—her the judge’s discretion, the judge may award costs in the proceeding.
Appeals from the order may be taken to the Supreme Court under 12 V.S.A.
chapter 102.

§ 3640 3612. RECORD

Within 60 days after the taking of any property, franchise, easement, or
right under the provisions of this chapter, sueh the municipal corporation shall
file a description thereof of the property in the office of the clerk wherein where

the land records are required by law to be kept.
§ 3614+ 3613. CONTRACT FOR SEWAGE DISPOSAL

(a) Sueh A municipal corporation may contract with the State, the federal
government, or any appropriate agency thereof, of the State or federal
government,; any town, city, or village;; any corporation; and any individuals
to make disposal of sewage or stormwater for sweh the other town, city, village,
corporation, or individuals. Suweh When consistent with State or federal law,
the municipal corporation may make sale of sludge or fertilizer byproducts
incident to sewage disposal, and the proceeds from the sale thereof shall be

turned over to the treasury of suech the sewage disposal-distriet system and
credited therein as is other income derived under the authority of this chapter:

& sk ok

§ 3642 3614. CHARGES; ENFORCEMENT

eharge A property owner or group of property owners using the sewage system

shall be liable for the rent fixed by the board pursuant to this chapter. The
charges, rates, or rents for the sewage system shall be a lien upon the real
estate furnished with such service in the same manner and to the same effect as
taxes are a lien upon real estate under 32 V.S.A. § 5061 and shall be an
assessment enforceable under the procedures in subseetions subsection (b), (c),
or (d) of this section, or a combination of these procedures.

& sk ok
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§ 3643 3615. TAXES, BONDS

For the purpose of adequately making disposal of sewage within its
boundaries;; successfully organizing, establishing, and operating its sewage
plant, sewage disposal plant, or some form of sewage treatment plant;; and
making sueh improvements as may be necessary, a municipal corporation may

(1) purchase, take, and hold real and personal estate;
(2) borrow money;

(3) levy; and collect taxes upon the ratable estate of the municipal
corporation necessary for the payment of municipal corporation sewage and
sewage disposal expenses and indebtedness;

(4) issue for the purposes hereof of this section evidences of
indebtedness pursuant to chapter 53, subchapter 2 of this title or its negotiable
bonds pursuant to chapter 53, subchapter 1 of this title;; provided, however,
that bonds so issued.:

H(A) shall not be considered as indebtedness of sueh the municipal
corporation limited by the provisions of section 1762 of this title;;

2HB) may be paid in not more than 30 years from the date of issue
notwithstanding the limitation of section 1759 of this title;;

BHC) may be authorized by a majority of all the voters present and
voting on the question at a meeting of sweh the municipal corporation held for
the this purpose pursuant to chapter 53, subchapter 1 of this title
notwithstanding any provisions of general or special law whiek that may
require a greater vote, and may be so arranged that beginning with the first
vear in which principal is payable, the amount of principal and interest in any
vear shall be as nearly equal as is practicable according to the denomination
in which sueh the bonds or other evidences of indebtedness are issued
notwithstanding other permissible payment schedules authorized by section
1759 of this title.

§ 3645 3616. RENTS,; RATES

(a) Sueh A municipal corporation, through its board ef-sewage—disposal

commissioners, may establish rates, rents, or charges to—-be—called—sewage
disposal—eharges ™ to be paid at—sweh—times—and—in—swch—meanner as the
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eommissioners board may prescribe. The eemmissioners board may establish
annual charges separately for bond repayment, fixed operations and

maintenance costs {rot-dependent-on-actuai-use), and variable operations and

maintenance costs dependent on flow.

(b) Sueh The rates, rents, or charges may be based upon:

(1) the metered consumption of water on premises connected with the
sewer system, however, the eommissioners board may determine no user will be
billed for fixed operations and maintenance costs and bond payment less than

the average singlefamily single-family charge;

(2) the number of equivalent units connected with or served by the
sewage system based upon their estimated flows compared to the estimated

flows from a singltefamily single-family dwelling, however, the ecommissioners

board may determine no user will be billed less than the minimum charge

determined for the single—family single-family dwelling charge for fixed

operations and maintenance costs and bond payment;

(3) the strength and flow where wastes stronger than household wastes
are involved;

(4) the appraised value of premises, in the event that the commissioners
shall determine the sewage disposal plant to be of general benefit to the
municipality regardless of actual connection with the same;

(5) the commissioners’ determination developed using any other
equitable basis such as the number and kind of plumbing fixtures;; the number
of persons residing on or frequenting the premises served by those sewers;; and
the topography, size, type of use, or impervious area of any premises,

(6) for groundwater, surface, or stormwater an equivalent residential
unit based on _an average area of impervious surface on residential property
within the municipality; or

(7) any combination of these bases, so-long-as provided the combination
is equitable.

tb)(c) The basis for establishing sewer—disposal rates, rents, or charges
shall be reviewed annually by sewage-disposal-commissioners the board. No

premises otherwise exempt from taxation, including premises owned by the
State of Vermont, shall, by virtue of any sueh the exemption, be exempt from
charges established herewnder under this section. The commissioners may

change the rates of—swuch, rents, or charges from—time—to—time as may be

reasonably required.

(d) Where one of the bases of sweh a rent, rate, or charge is the appraised
value and the premises to be appraised are tax exempt, the commissioners
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board may cause the listers to appraise sueh the property, including State
property, for the purpose of determining the sewage-disposeat the rates, rents,
or charges. The right of appeal from sueh the appraisal shall be the same as
provided in 32 V.S.A. chapter 131. The Commissioner of Finance and
Management is authorized to issue his—or—her warrants for sewage—disposat
rates, rents, or charges against State property and transmit to the State
Treasurer who shall draw a voucher in payment thereof of the rates, rents, or
charges. No charge so established and no tax levied under the provisions of
section 3643 3615 of this title shall be considered to be a part of any tax
authorized to be assessed by the legislative body of any municipality for
general purposes; but shall be in addition to any such tax so authorized to be
assessed.

(e) Sewage-disposal Rates, rents, or charges established in accord with this

section may be assessed by the board ef-sewage—disposal-commissioners—as
provided—in—section—3614—of-this—title to derive the revenue required to pay

pollution charges assessed against a municipal corporation under 10 V.S.A.
§ 4265 1263.

te)(f) When a sewage-disposeat rate, rent, or charge established under this
section for the management of stormwater is applied to property owned,
controlled, or managed by the Agency of Transportation, the charge shall not
exceed the highest rate category applicable to other properties in the
municipality, and the Agency of Transportation shall receive a 35 percent
credit on the charge. The Agency of Transportation shall receive no other
credit on the charge from the municipal corporation.

§ 3646 3617. DUTIES; USE OF PROCEEDS

S—btpé%ﬁi%dﬁi‘l—l—d—l—ﬂ%ﬁﬁhpfeaﬁﬂ‘e- The charges and receipts of s-btek the

department shall only be used and applied to pay the interest and principal of
the sewage disposal bonds of sueh the municipal corporation as—well-as, the

expense of maintenance and operation of the sewage disposai—departinent

system, or other expenses of the sewage system.

(b) Fhese The charges and receipts also may be used to develop a
dedicated fund that may be created by the eommiissioners board to finance
major rehabilitation, major maintenance, and upgrade costs for the sewer
system. This fund may be established by an annual set-aside of up to 15
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percent of the normal operations, maintenance, and bond payment costs,
except that with respect to subsurface leachfield systems, the annual set-aside
may equal up to 100 percent of these costs. The fund shall not exceed the
estimated future major rehabilitation, major maintenance, or upgrade costs for
the sewer system. Any dedicated fund shall be insured at least to the level
provided by FDIC and withdrawals shall be made only for the purposes for
which the fund was established. Any sweh dedicated fund may be established
and controlled in accord with section 2804 of this title or may be established
by act of the legislative body of the municipality. Funds so established shall
meet the requirements of subdivision 4756(a)(4) of this title.

(c) Where the municipal legislative body establishes suek a dedicated fund
pursuant to this section, it shall first adopt a municipal ordinance authorizing
and controlling swek the funds. Sueh The ordinance and any local policies
governing the funds must conform to the requirements of this section.

(d) The charges, receipts, and revenue may also be used for stormwater
management, control, and treatment; flood resiliency; floodplain restoration;
and other similar measures.

§ 3647 3618. ORDINANCES

Suweh The municipal corporation shall have the power to make, establish,
alter, amend, or repeal ordinances, regulations, and bylaws relating to the
matters contained in this chapter, consistent with law, and to impose penalties
for the breach thereof; of an ordinance and enforce the-same those penallties.

§ 3648 3619. MEETINGS; VOTE

Any action taken by sweh a municipal corporation under the provisions of
this chapter or relating to the matters therein—set—forth contained in this
chapter, may be taken by vote of the legislative body of swech the municipal
corporation, excepting the issuance of bonds and, in municipalities wherein
sueh the legislative body is not otherwise given the power to levy taxes, the
levying of a tax under section 3613 3615 of this title; provided, however, that
no action shall be taken hereunder unless the construction of a sewage
disposal plant shall have first been authorized by majority vote of the legal
voters of sweh the municipal corporation attending a meeting duby—warned-and
holden warned for that purpose.

& sk ok

Sec. 14. 24 V.S.A. § 3679 is amended to read:
$3679. FINANCES—SEWER RATES; APPLICATION OF REVENUE

(a) The board of sewer commissioners of a consolidated sewer district shall
establish rates for the sewer service and all individuals, firms, and
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corporations whether private, public, or municipal shall pay to the treasurer of
the district the rates established by the board. The manner of establishment of
the rates shall be in accord with section 3645 3616 of this title. The rates shall
be so established as to provide revenue for the following purposes:

& sk ok

Sec. 15. REPEAL

24 V.S.A. chapter 97 (sewage system) is repealed.

* % * Creation of the Urban Search and Rescue Team * * *
Sec. 16. 20 V.S.A. § 50 is added to read:
¢ 50. URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM

(a) The Department of Public Safety is authorized to create the Urban
Search and Rescue (USAR) Team to provide for the rapid response of trained
professionals to emergencies and other hazards occurring in the State. The
Commissioner shall appoint a USAR Team program manager to carry out the
duties and responsibilities of the USAR Team.

(b) The USAR Team program manager shall perform all the following
duties.

(1) organize the State USAR Team to assist local first responders in
response to emergencies and other hazards;

(2) _hire persons for the USAR Team from fire, police, and emergency
medical services and persons with specialty backgrounds in emergency
response or search and rescue;

(3) _coordinate the acquisition and maintenance of adequate vehicles
and equipment for the USAR Team;

(4) _ensure that USAR Team personnel are organized, trained, and
exercised in accordance with the appropriate search and rescue standards or

certifications;

(5) negotiate and enter into agreements with municipalities, municipal
agencies that maintain swiftwater rescue teams, State-recognized swiftwater
rescue teams, or other technical rescue teams to provide expert assistance and
services to the USAR Team when necessary; and

(6)  coordinate  USAR Team participation in_search and rescue
operations under chapter 112 of this title.

(c¢) The Department of Public Safety may employ as many USAR Team
responders _as the Commissioner deems necessary _as temporary _State
employvees, who shall be compensated as such when authorized to respond to




BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE S.310
2024 Page 105 of 118

an _emergency or hazard incident or to attend USAR Team training. State
USAR Team responders, whenever acting as State agents in accordance with
this section, shall be afforded all of the protections and immunities of State

employees.

* % * Vermont-211 Information Privacy * * *
Sec. 17. PUBLIC RECORDS ACT; VERMONT 211; CONFIDENTIALITY

Pursuant to Vermont’s Public Records Act, personal information and lists of
names within records created or acquired by Vermont 211 shall be exempt from
public inspection or copying.  Vermont 211 shall keep confidential any
personal information acquired from victims of a natural disaster or all-hazard,
as defined by 20 V.S.A. § 2. This section shall not be construed to prevent the
limited disclosure of personal information for the purposes of coordinating
relief work for individuals affected by a natural disaster or all-hazard.

* % * Emergency Communications * * *
Sec. 18. PUBLIC NOTIFICATION POLICY DURING EMERGENCY

The Department of Public Safety’s Division of Vermont Emergency
Management (VEM), in consultation with the Enhanced 911 Board, shall
develop a policy for the use of E-911 databases that maintain callback
numbers of subscribers to provide VI-Alerts more effectively and expeditiously
during emergencies in order to reduce the risk of harm to persons and
property. The Division shall issue its policy on or before July 1, 2025.

Sec. 19. 30 V.S.A. § 7055 is amended to read:

$ 7055. TELECOMMUNICATIONS- COMPANY ORIGINATING
CARRIER COORDINATION

(@) Every telecom oation ' o :
Utility—Commission orzglnatln,q carrier oﬂerzng access to the publzc swztched
telephone network shall make available, in accordance with rutes—adopted—by
the—Public—Utility—Commission requirements established by the Federal
Communications Commission, the universal emergency telephone number 911
for use by the public in seeking assistance from fire, police, medical, and other
emergency service providers through a public safety answering point and shall
deliver their customers’ 911 calls to the point of interconnection defined by the
Board.

(b) Every toeal-exchange-telecommunications-provider originating carrier

shall provide the ANI,_if applicable, and any other information required by
rules adopted under section 7053 of this title to the Board, or to any
administrator of the-Enhaneced 911 database databases, solely for purposes of
maintaining the Enhaneced 911 database databases and for purposes outlined
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in_subdivisions 7059(a)(1)(B) and (D) of this title, unless such information is
provided by submission to the Vermont 911 ALI database, in which case the
information _may also be used for the purposes outlined in subdivision
7059(a)(1)(A) of this title. Each such provider shall be responsible for
updating the information at a frequency specified by such rules. All persons
receiving confidential information under this seetion subsection, as defined by

the-Public- Utility-Commission section 7059 of this title, shall use it solely for

the purposes of-providing—emergency—9H—services, specified in subdivision
7059(a)(1) of this title and shall not disclose such confidential information for

any other purpose.

provzdzn,q services within the State shall designate a person to coordinate with
and provide all relevant information to the Enhanced 911 Board end—-Publie

Htility-Commission in carrying out the purposes of the chapter.
(d) Wiretine—and—nenwire—cettnlar Originating carriers certificated to
provzde service in the State shall pf@ﬁdé%%q—ﬁgna%mg—whﬁh—bdﬁmﬁes

standards—fornext-generation—9——1—technotogy transmit with each 911 call

available ANI or pseudo-Automatic Number Identification (p-ANI) that can be
used to query the Enhanced 911 or third-party databases to provide the
Automatic Location Identification as defined by standards approved by the
National Emergency Number Association (NENA). Originating carriers with
the capability to provide location and caller data with the call shall do so in
accordance with the approved i3 Standards for Next Generation 9-1-1.

(e) Each local exchange telecommunications provider in the State shall file
with the Public Utility Commission tariffs for each service element necessary
for the provision of Enhanced 911 services. The Public Utility Commission
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shall review each company’s proposed tariff; and shall ensure that tariffs for
each necessary basic service element are effective within six months of after
filing. The Department of Public Service, by rule or emergency rule, may
establish the basic service elements that each company must provide for in
tariffs. Such tariffs must be filed with the Public Utility Commission within 60
days after the basic service elements are established by the Department of
Public Service.

(f) As used in this section:

(1)  “Incumbent local exchange carrier’ has the same meaning as in
47 U.S.C. § 251(h) and includes rural local exchange carriers.

(2) “Originating carrier” or “‘originating service provider’ means an
entity that provides voice services to a subscriber and includes incumbent local
exchange carriers operating in Vermont.

Sec. 20. ENHANCED 911 BOARD TARIFFS; REPORT

On or before January 15, 2025, the Enhanced 911 Board shall report to the
House Committee on Government Operations and Military Affairs and the
Senate Committee on Government Operations on current local exchange
telecommunications tariffs, and, in particular, evaluating existing tariffs
permitted pursuant to 30 V.S.A. § 7055, determining actual costs for the
provision of the service elements, and comparing those tariffs to similar cost
recovery mechanisms in other states.

* ** Language Assistance Services for State Emergency
Communications * * *

Sec. 21. 20 V.S.A. § 4 is added to read:

¢ 4. LANGUAGE ASSISTANCE SERVICES FOR STATE EMERGENCY
COMMUNICATIONS

(a) If an all-hazards event occurs, the Vermont Emergency Management
Division shall ensure that language assistance services are available for all
State communications regarding the all-hazards event, including relevant press
conferences and emergency alerts, as soon as practicable.  Language
assistance services shall be provided for:

(1) individuals who are Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind; and

(2) individuals with limited English proficiency.

(b) As used in this section, an “individual with limited English proficiency”
means a person who does not speak English as the person’s primary language
and who has a limited ability to read, write, speak, or understand English.
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(c) Annually, the Vermont Emergency Management Division shall hold a
public meeting with members of the Vermont Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and
DeafBlind Advisory Council; the Olffice of Racial Equity; the Vermont
Association _of Broadcasters; and other relevant stakeholders to review the
adequacy and efficacy of the provision and distribution of language assistance
services of emergency communications over mass communication platforms to
individuals who are Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind as well as
individuals with limited English language proficiency.

Sec. 22. [Deleted.]

Sec. 23. LANGUAGE ASSISTANCE SERVICES FOR EMERGENCY
COMMUNICATIONS WORKING GROUP; REPORT

(a) Creation. There is created the Language Assistance Services for
Emergency Communications Working Group, consisting of staff at the Vermont
Emergency Management (VEM) Division and the Office of Racial Equity, who
will collaborate with the Vermont Association of Broadcasters; the Vermont
Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind Advisory Council; organizations that
represent language service providers; and other relevant stakeholders.

(b) Duties. The Working Group shall:

(1) develop best practices for the provision of language assistance
services in_emergency communications during and after all-hazards events, as
defined in 2 V.S.A. § 2;

(2) identify geographical areas within the State with the greatest needs
for language assistance services during and after all-hazards events; and

(3) analyze and make recommendations on the appropriate uses of
technologies _for providing these services, including tools such as
Communication Access Realtime Translation (CART) and Picture-in-Picture
(PIP) techniques and automated language translation services or machine
translation.

(c¢) Report. On or before December 15, 2024, the Working Group shall
submit a written report to the House Committee on Government Operations
and Military Affairs and the Senate Committee on Government Operations
with its findings and any recommendations for legislative action.

(d) Prospective repeal. The Working Group shall cease to exist on June 30,
2025.

* * * Post-Secondary Disaster Management Programs * * *

Sec. 24. POST-SECONDARY DISASTER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
REPORT
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On or before February 15, 2025, the President or designee for the Vermont
State University and the President or designee for the University of Vermont
shall each submit a written report to the House Committee on Government
Operations and Military Affairs and the Senate Committee on Government
Operations examining the creation of post-secondary disaster management
programs, including the associated costs, projected enrollments, and aspects of
curricula.

* * % Emergency Powers of the Governor and Emergency Management * * *
Sec. 25. 20 V.S.A. § 1 is amended to read:
§ 1. PURPOSE AND POLICY

(a) Because of the increasing possibility of the occurrence of disasters or
emergencies of unprecedented size and destructiveness resulting from all-
hazards and in order to ensure that preparation of this State will be adequate
to deal with such disasters or emergencies, to provide for the common defense;
to protect the public peace, health, and safety; and to preserve the lives and
property of the people of the State, it is found and declared to be necessary:

(1) to create a State emergency management agencys and to authorize
the creation of local and regional organizations for emergency management;

(2) to confer upon the Governor and upon the executive heads or
legislative branches of the towns and cities of the State the emergency powers
provided pursuant to this chapter;

(3) to provide for the rendering of mutual aid among the towns and
cities of the State; with other states and Canada; and with the federal
government Wwith respect to the carrying out of emergency management
functions; and

(4) to authorize the establishment of organizations and the—talking—of
steps—as—hecessary-and-appropriate to carry out the provisions of this chapter

as necessary and appropriate.

& sk ok

Sec. 26. 20 V.S.A. § 8 is amended to read:
§ 8. GENERAL POWERS OF GOVERNOR

& sk ok

(b) In performing the duties under this chapter, the Governor is further
authorized and empowered:

& sk ok

(3) Inventories, training, mobilization. In accordance with the plan and
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program for the emergency management of the State:

(A) to ascertain the requirements of the State or the municipalities for
food ew,_water, fuel, clothing, or other necessities of life in any all-hazards
event and to plan for and procure supplies, medicines, materials, and
equipment for the purposes set forth in this chapter,

% sk ok

(C) to institute training programs and public information programs,
and to take all other preparatory steps, including the partial or full
mobilization of emergency management organizations in advance of actual
disaster, to ensure the furnishing of adequately trained and equipped forces of
first responders and other emergency management personnel in time of need.

% sk ok

(8) Mutual aid agreements with other states. On behalf of this State, to
enter into reciprocal aid agreements under this chapter and pursuant to
compacts with other states and the federal government or a province of a
foreign country under such terms as the Congress of the United States may
prescribe. These mutual aid arrangements shall be limited to the furnishing or
exchange of food, water, fuel, clothing, medicine, and other supplies;
engineering services, emergency housing; police services, National Guard ¥
State—Gunard units while under the control of the State; health; medical and
related services, fire fighting, rescue, transportation, and construction services
and equipment; personnel necessary to provide or conduct these services, and
other supplies, equipment, facilities, personnel, and services as needed; and
the reimbursement of costs and expenses for equipment, supplies, personnel,
and similar items for mobile support units, fire-fighting firefighting , and police
units and health units. The mutual aid agreements shall be made on such
terms and conditions as the Governor deems necessary.

% sk ok

Sec. 27. 20 V.S.A. § 9 is amended to read:
§ 9. EMERGENCY POWERS OF GOVERNOR

Subject to the provisions of this chapter, in the event of an all-hazards event
in or directed upon the United States or Canada that causes or may cause
substantial damage or injury to persons or property within the State in any
manner, the Governor may preelaint declare a state of emergency within the
entire State or any portion or portions of the State. Thereafter, the Governor
shall have and may exercise for as long as the Governor determines the
emergency to exist the following additional powers within such area or areas:

(1) To enforce all laws and rules relating to emergency management and
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to assume direct operational control of all first responders, other emergency
management personnel, and helpers volunteers in the affected area or areas.

& sk ok

Sec. 28. 20 V.S.A. § 11 is amended to read:
§ 11. ADDITIONAL EMERGENCY POWERS

In the event of an all-hazards event, the Governor may exercise any or all of
the following additional powers:

(1) To authorize any department or agency of the State to lease or lend,
on such terms and conditions and for sueh a period as—he—or—she—deems
necessary related to the declaration of emergency to promote the public
welfare and protect the interests of the State, any real or personal property of

the State government—%a%%e%e—%eﬂap@%g%wfé%%emﬁleym%ef

(2) To enter into a contract on behalf of the State for the lease or loan,
on such terms and conditions and for such period as he-or-she the Governor
deems necessary to promote the public welfare and protect the interests of the
State, of any real or personal property of the State government, or the
temporary transfer or employment of personnel thereof to any town or city of
the State. The chief executive ¥, the chair or president of the legislative
branch, or the emergency management director of the town or city is
authorized for and in the name of the town or city to enter into the contract
with the Governor for the leasing or lending of the property and personnel,
and the chief executive o¥, the chair or president of the legislative branch, or
the emergency management director of the town or city may equip, maintain,
utilize, and operate such property except newspapers—and—other—publications
news outlets, radio stations, places of worship and assembly, and other
facilities for the exercise of constitutional freedom, and employ necessary
personnel in accordance wzth the purposes for which such contract is

(5) To make compensation for the property seized, taken, or condemned
on the following basis:

(A) {#n-ease Whenever the Governor deems it advisable for the State

to take property istaken for temporary use or to take property permanently, the
Governor; at the time of the taking, shall fix the amount of compensation to be
paid for the property—and-in. _In case the property is taken for temporary use
and returned to the owner in a damaged condition ershatt-not-bereturned-to
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the-owner, the Governor shall fix the amount of compensation to be paid for
the damage orfaitnre-to-return.

(B) Whenever the Governor deems it advisable for the State to
temporarily or permanently take title to property taken under this section, the
Governor shall ferthwith-cawse notify the owner of the property to-benotified
of the taking in writing by registered mail or in person, pestage-prepeaid- and
forthwith-canseto-befited shall file a copy of the notice with the Secretary of

State.

B C) Any owner of property of which possession has been either
temporarily or permanently taken under the provisions of this chapter to whom
no award has been made or who is dissatisfied with the amount awarded him
or—her by the Governor may file a petition in the Superior Court within the
county wherein the property was situated at the time of taking to have the
amount to which he—er—she the owner is entitled by way of damages or
compensation determined, and either the petitioner or the State shall have the
right to have the amount of such damages or compensation fixed after hearing
by three disinterested appraisers appointed by the court, and who shall operate
under substantive and administrative procedure to be established by the
Superior judges. If the petitioner owner of the property is dissatisfied with the
award of the appraisers, he—or—she the owner may appeal the award to the
Superior Court and thereafter have a trial by jury to determine the amount of
the damages or compensation. The court costs of a proceeding brought under
this section by the owner of the property shall be paid by the State, and the fees
and expenses of any attorney for the owner shall also be paid by the State after
allowances by the court in which the petition is brought in an amount
determined by the court. The statute of limitations shall not apply to
proceedings brought by owners of property under this section for and during
the time that any court having jurisdiction over the proceedings is prevented
from holding its usual and stated sessions due to conditions resulting from
emergencies described in this chapter:

(6) To perform and exercise other functions, powers, and duties as
necessary to promote and secure the safety and protection of the civilian
population.

Sec. 29. 20 V.S.A. § 13 is amended to read:
§ 13. TERMINATION OF EMERGENCIES
The Governor:

(1) May terminate by proetamation declaration the emergencies
provided for in sections 9 and 11 of this title; provided, however, that no
emergencies shall be terminated prior to the termination of such emergency as
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provided in federal law.

(2) May declare the state of emergency terminated in any area affected
by an all-hazards event.

(3) Upon receiving notice that a majority of the legislative body of a
municipality affected by a natural disaster no longer desires that the state of
emergency continue within its municipality, shatt may declare the state of
emergency terminated within that particular municipality.  Upon the
termination of the state of emergency, the functions as set forth in section 9 of
this title shall cease, and the local authorities shall resume control.

Sec. 30. 20 V.S.A. § 17 is amended to read:
§ 17. GIFT, GRANT, OR LOAN

(a) Federal. Whenever Subject to the provisions of subsection (c) of this
section, whenever the federal government or any agency or officer of the
federal government offers to the State, or through the State to any town or city
within Vermont, services, equipment, supplies, materials, or funds by way of
gift, grant, or loan for purposes of emergency management, the State, acting
through the Governor in coordination with the Department of Public Safety, or
such town or city acting with the consent of the Governor and through its
executive officer or legislative branch, may accept the offer, and upon such
acceptance, the Governor or the executive officer or legislative branch of the
political subdivision may authorize any officer of the State or of the political
subdivision, as the case may be, to receive the services, equipment, supplies,
materials, or funds on behalf of the State or the political subdivisions, and
subject to the terms of the offer and rules, if any, of the agency making the
offe.  Whenever a federal grant is contingent upon a State or local
contribution, or both, the Department of Public Safety and the political
subdivision shall determine whether the grant shall be accepted and, if
accepted, the respective shares to be contributed by the State and town or city
concerned.

(b) Private. Whenever Subject to the provisions of subsection (c) of this
section, whenever any person, firm, or corporation offers to the State or to any
town or city in Vermont services, equipment, supplies, materials, or funds by
way of gift, grant, or loan, for purposes of emergency management, the State,
acting through the Governor, or the political subdivision, acting through its
executive officer or legislative branch, may accept the offer, and upon such
acceptance, the Governor or executive officer or legislative branch of the
political subdivision may authorize any officer of the State or the political
subdivision, as the case may be, to receive the services, equipment, supplies,
materials, or funds on behalf of the State or the political subdivision; and
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subject to the terms of the offer.

(c)(1) Any services, equipment, supplies, materials, or funds by way of gift,
grant, or loan for purposes of emergency management, accepted by the
Governor pursuant to subsections (a) and (b) of this section shall be accepted
in accordance with the provisions of 32 V.S.A. § 5.

(2)(A)  Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (1) of this
subsection, the Governor shall have the sole authority to accept services,
equipment, supplies, materials, or funds by way of gift, grant, or loan for
purposes of emergency management pursuant to subsections (a) or (b) of this
section, or _both, if there exists a reasonable expectation that without the
acceptance the all-hazards event will imminently cause bodily harm, loss of
life, or significant property damage within the State.

(B) As soon as practicable after an acceptance pursuant to
subsection (A) of this subsection (2), the Department of Finance and
Management shall provide the Joint Fiscal Committee and Legislative Joint
Fiscal Office a report detailing the acceptance and shall include information
with respect to the following items:

(i) _the circumstances leading the Governor to reasonably expect
that without the acceptance the all-hazards event would have imminently
caused bodily harm, loss of life, or significant property damage within the
State;

(ii) the source and value;

(iii) the legal and referenced title, in the case of a grant;

(iv) the costs, direct and indirect, for the present and future years;

(v) the receiving department or program, or both; and

(vi) a brief statement of purpose.
Sec. 31. 20 V.S.A. § 26 is amended to read:

$ 26. CHANGE OF VENUE BECAUSE OF ENEMYATTACK AN ALL-
HAZARDS EVENT

In the event that the place where a civil action or a criminal prosecution is
required by law to be brought has become and remains unsafe because of an
attack upon the United States or Canada or an all-hazards event, such action
or prosecution may be brought in or, if already pending, may be transferred to
the Superior Court in an unaffected unit and there tried in the place provided
by law for such court.
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Sec. 32. 20 V.S.A. § 30 is amended to read:
$ 30. STATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE COMMISSION; CREATION

(a) The State Emergency Response Commission is created within the
Department of Public Safety. The Commission shall consist of 718 members:
eight ex officio members, including the Commissioner of Public Safety, the
Secretary of Natural Resources, the Secretary of Transportation, the
Commissioner of Health, the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets, the
Commissioner of Labor, the Director of Fire Safety, and the Director of
Emergency Management, or designees; and nine ten public members,
including a representative from each of the following: local government, the
local emergency planning committee, a regional planning commission, the fire
service, law enforcement, public works, emergency medical service, a hospital,
a transportation entity required under EPCRA to report chemicals to the State
Emergency Response Commission, and another entity required to report
extremely hazardous substances under EPCRA.

(b) The nine ten public members shall be appointed by-the-Governor for

staggered three-year terms as described in this subsection.

(1) Three public members, appointed by the Speaker of the House.

(2) Three public members, appointed by the Senate Committee on
Committees.

(3) Four public members, appointed by the Governor.

(4) When the seat of a public member is vacated, the replacement
member shall be appointed on a rotating basis starting with the Speaker of the
House, with the next appointment to be made by the Senate Committee on
Committees, and then the next appointment to be made by the Governor, and
then beginning again.

(c) The Governor shall appoint the Chair of the Commission.

tey(d) Members of the Commission, except State employees who are not
otherwise compensated as part of their employment and who attend meetings,
shall be entitled to a per diem and expenses as provided in 32 V.S.A. § 1010.

Sec. 33. 20 V.S.A. § 34 is amended to read:
§ 34. TEMPORARY HOUSING FOR DISASTER VICTIMS

(a) Whenever the Governor has—proetaimed—a—disaster declares an

emergency under the laws of this State, or the President has declared an
emergency or a-ajor-disaster an all-hazards event to exist in this State, the
Governor is authorized:
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(1) To enter into purchase, lease, or other arrangements with any
agency of the United States for temporary housing units to be occupied by
disaster victims and to make such units available to any political subdivision
of the State.

(2) To assist any political subdivision of this State that is the locus of
temporary housing for disaster victims to acquire sites necessary for the

temporary housing and to-do—all-thingsrequired to prepare the site to receive

and utilize temporary housing units by:

(A) advancing or lending funds available to the Governor from any
appropriation made by the General Assembly or from any other source;;

(B) “passing through” funds made available by any agency, public
or private;; or

(C) becoming a co-partner with the political subdivision for the
execution and performance of any temporary housing for disaster victims
project and for such purposes to pledge the credit of the State on such terms as
the Governor deems appropriate having due regard for current debt
transactions of the State.

(b) Tnder—rutes—adopted—by—the—Governor—te During a declared state of

emergency, the Governor may, by order or rule, temporarily suspend or modify
for not more than 60 days any law or rule pertaining to public health, safety,

zoning, or transportation (within-er-acrossthe-State)—or-othervequirenent-of
lev-or-rules—withinVermont-when-by-proetamation if, the Governor deems the

suspension or modification essential to provide temporary housing for disaster
victims.

(c) Any political subdivision of this State is expressly authorized to acquire,
temporarily or permanently, by purchase, lease, or otherwise, sites required for
installation of temporary housing units for disaster victims, and to enter into
whatever arrangements are necessary to prepare or equip such sites to utilize
the housing units, including the purchase of temporary housing units and
payment of transportation charges.

(e) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to limit the Governor’s
authority to apply for, administer, and expend any grants, gifts, or payments in
aid of disaster prevention, preparedness, response, or recovery.

[Repealed. ]
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Sec. 34. 20 V.S.A. § 39 is amended to read:
§39. FEES TO THE HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES FUND

(a) Every person required to report the use or storage of hazardous
chemicals or substances pursuant to EPCRA shall pay the following annual
fees for each hazardous chemical or substance, as defined by the State
Emergency Response Commission, that is present at the facility:

(1) $40.00 for quantities between 100 and 999 pounds.

(2) $60.00 for quantities between 1,000 and 9,999 pounds.

(3) $100.00 for quantities between 10,000 and 99,999 pounds.
(4) $290.00 for quantities between 100,000 and 999,999 pounds.
(5) $880.00 for quantities exceeding 999,999 pounds.

(6) An additional fee of $250.00 will be assessed for each extremely
hazardous chemical or substance as defined in 42 U.S.C. § 11002.

(b) The fee shall be paid to the Commissioner of Public Safety and shall be
deposited into the Hazardous Chemical and Substance Emergency Response
Fund.

(c) The following are exempted from paying the fees required by this
section but shall comply with the reporting requirements of this chapter:

(1) municipalities and other political subdivisions,

(2) State agencies;

(3) persons engaged in farming as defined in 10 V.S.A. § 6001, and
(4) nonprofit corporations.

(d) No person shall be required to pay a fee for a chemical or substance
that has been determined to be an economic poison as defined in 6 V.S.A. §
911 or for a fertilizer or agricultural lime as defined in 6 V.S.A. § 363 and for
which a registration or tonnage fee has been paid to the Agency of Agriculture,
Food and Markets pursuant to 6 V.S.A. chapter 28 or 81.

(e) The State or any political subdivision, including any municipality, fire
district, emergency medical service, or incorporated village, is authorized to
recover any and all reasonable direct expenses incurred as a result of the
response to and recovery of a hazardous chemical or substance incident from
the person or persons responsible for the incident. All funds collected by the
State under this subsection shall be deposited into the Hazardous Chemical
and Substance Emergency Response Fund created pursuant to subsection
38(b) of this chapter. The Attorney General shall act on behalf of the State to
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recover these expenses. The State or political subdivision shall be awarded
costs and reasonable attorney’s fees that are incurred as a result of exercising
the provisions of this subsection.

(A)(1) The Department of Public Safety shall have authority to inspect the
premises and records of any employer to ensure compliance with the provisions
of this chapter and the rules adopted under this chapter.

(2) A person who violates any provision of this chapter or any rule
adopted under this chapter shall be fined not more than $1,000.00 for each
violation. Each day a violation continues shall be deemed to be a separate
violation.

(3) The Attorney General may bring an action for injunctive relief in the
Superior Court of the county in which a violation occurs to compel compliance
with the provisions of this chapter.

Sec. 35. REPEAL

20 V.S.A. § 40 (enforcement) is repealed.
Sec. 36. [Deleted.]
Sec. 37. [Deleted.]

* * * Fffective Dates * * *
Sec. 38. EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2024, except that Sec. 21 (20 V.S.A. § 4)
shall take effect on July 1, 2025.




