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S.184

Introduced by Senator Illuzzi

Referred to Committee on

Date:

Subject: Public service; election of public service board

Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to change the selection of members

of the public service board from appointment to election.

An act relating to election of the public service board

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
Sec. 1. 30 V.S.A. § 3 is amended to read:
§ 3. PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD

(a) The public service board shall consist of a-ehairpersonand-twe three

members, one of whom shall serve as chair of the board. The ehairpersen

chair and each member shall not be required to be admitted to the practice of
law in this state.

(b) The ehairpersen chair shall be neminated;-appeinted-and-eonfirmed-in
the-manner-ofa-superiorjudge appointed by the governor from among the

members of the board, subject to confirmation by the senate. Notwithstanding

section 2004 of Title 3, or any other provision of law, the chair shall serve

from the date confirmed until the expiration of his or her elected office, and
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may be removed as chair only for cause. Any earlier vacancy of the position

of chair shall be filled as soon as practicable pursuant to this subsection.

(c) Members of the board ether-than-the-chairperson-shall-be-appointedin

subjeet-to-the-consent-of the-senate shall be elected to office at a general

election held the first Tuesday next after the first Monday of November. The

secretary of state shall adopt rules necessary to implement this section

consistent with the requirements for elections of a state office under Title 17 of

the Vermont Statutes Annotated.

(d) The term of each member shall be six-years four years beginning on the

first Wednesday next after the first Monday of January following election.

Any appointment to fill a vacancy shall be made by the governor subject to

confirmation by the senate for the unexpired portion of the term vacated. A

member wishing-to-sueeeed-himselfor-herselfin-office may seek
reappeotntment-under-the-terms-of this-seetion reclection.
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members-of the board-may-beremoved-onbyforeause A member may be

removed from office only by impeachment pursuant to Chapter II. sections 57

and 58 of the Vermont Constitution. When a board member, who hears all or a

substantial part of a case, retires from office before such case is completed, he
or she shall remain a member of the board for the purpose of concluding and
deciding such case, and signing the findings, orders, decrees, and judgments
therein. A retiring ehairpersen chair shall also remain a member for the
purpose of certifying questions of law if appeal is taken. For such service, he
or she shall receive a reasonable compensation to be fixed by the remaining
members of the board and necessary expenses while on official business.

(f) A case shall be deemed completed when the board enters a final order
therein even though such order is appealed to the supreme court and the case
remanded by that court to the board. Upon remand, the board then in office
may in its discretion consider relevant evidence, including any part of the
transcript of testimony in the proceedings prior to appeal.

(g) The ehairpersen chair shall have general charge of the offices and
employees of the board.

Sec. 2. TRANSITION

Each current member of the public service board shall continue to serve in

his or her appointed office until his or her elected successor takes office
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beginning on the first Wednesday next after the first Monday of January

following election, as follows:

(1) The successor to the office due to expire in 2011 shall be elected to a

four-year term in the 2010 general election.

(2) The successor to the office due to expire in 2013 shall be elected to a

four-year term in the 2012 general election.

(3) The successor to the office due to expire in 2015 shall be elected to a

four-year term in the 2014 general election.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect upon passage.
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