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S.128

Introduced by Senator Ayer

Referred to Committee on Health and Welfare

Date: February 22, 2013

Subject: Health; mental health; judicial proceedings

Statement of purpose of bill asintroduced: This bill proposes to update
provisions of Title 18 pertaining to mental health admission procedures to

reflect current practice.

An act relating to updating mental health judicial proceedings

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

CHAPTER 171. GENERAL PROVISIONS
§7101. DEH ONS
Asused in this part ofis title, the following words, unless the context

otherwise requires, shall have theglowing meanings:

—faeatallcilloatieat mental illness

VT LEG #287265 v.1
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....... aafalala o o nnoe A docicnatad hacnital A
S STy T AT S T ST
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deN{gnated program ertrainthg-schoel without lawful authority.

(9) \Interested party” means a guardian, spouse, parent, adult child,
close adult refgtive, aresponsible adult friend, or person who has the individua

in hisor her chargg or care. It also means a mental health professional, alaw

enforcement officer, & alicensed physician;-a-head-ef-a-hospital-a-selectman;

a\VViala'a a¥Wa ar or9g town-he alWa a)
waa \ - mawaa cct - cr.

(15) “Patient” means aresident of or person in Vermont gualified-under

N aTor-hosn ron-o alaidaa) \N'a men aldlaala'a Of ala’a
- oot o o | N - ctH-Y o caH-Y c-aed

Hdividual who has been found to be a p&son in need of hospitalization and

ordered into the custody of the Commissionéx.

(26) “No refusal system” means a system of designated hospitals and,

intensive residential recovery facilities, and residential ment programs

under contract with the department-ef-mental-health Depar\tqent of Menta

Health that provides high intensity services, in which the facilithes shall admit

any individual for careif the individual meetsthe eligibility criteri

by the eermmissioner Commissioner in contract.

VT LEG #287265 v.1
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wit the department-of-mental-health Department of Mental Health to

particigate in the no refusal system.

(28)\" Secure residential recovery facility” shall have the same meaning

asin sectiobﬁZO of thistitle.

(29) “Succhssor ininterest” means the menta health hospital owned and
operated by the state Qtate that provides acute inpatient care and replaces the
Vermont State Hospital.

§ 7104. WRONGFUL PLACEMENT IN CUSTODY

OR DENIAL OF RIGHTS, Y RAUD+-ELOPEMENT

Any person who wifuHy willfully c , Or conspires with, or assists

another to cause any of the following shall bg fined not more than $500.00 or

imprisoned not more than one year, or both:

(1) the hospitalization of an individual knowiRg that the individua is not

mentally ill or in need of hospitalization or treatment as\Q mentathy-H-or

mentalhy-retarded-thdividual person with a mental illness;
(2) thedenid to any individual of any rights granted to h

or her under

this part of thistitle; or

VT LEG #287265 v.1
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he\Qr sheis not mentally ill or eligible for treatment thereby attempting to
defraLy the state State; or
(4) Yhe elopement of any patient er-student from a hospital ertraining

seheel, or wh knowingly harbors any siek-person patient who has el oped from

a hospital, or whozaids in abducting a patient er-student who has been
conditionally discharged from the person or persons in whose care and service
that patient er-student had\peen legally placed;-shat-befined-not-mere than

C500_00-0 mMprisoned-nol-meraethan one e or-bhoth
SSivivmeiomS s oHEd > Q | \/ oG

§ 7105. ARREST APPREHENSION OF ELOPED PERSONS

le, or officer of state State or local

designated hospital -designated

tial recovery facility may arrest

Any sheriff, deputy sheriff, const
police, and any officer or employee of

pregram; or training-schoel of a secure res

any take into custody and return to a designat

ospital or asecure residential

recovery facility a person in the custody of the C(%wi ssioner who has el oped

§ 7106. NOTICE OF HOSPHALZAHON CUSTODY ANDYWISCHARGE

Whenever a patient has been admitted to a designated hospital oser than
upon his or her own application, the head of the designated hospital shall

immediately notify the patient’s legal guardian,

VT LEG #287265 v.1
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hospitalization or admission was without court order, notice shall also be given

to the'Superior court judge for the famiy-division-of-thesuperiorcourt Family

Division df the Superior Court in the unit wherein the designated hospital is

located. If thehospitalization or admission was by order of any court, the head
of the designated Rospital admitting or discharging ant+rdividual the patient
shall forthwith make & report thereof to the eemmissioner Commissioner and
to the court which entered\the order for hospitalization or admission.

§7107. EXTRAMURAL WORK

Anpy-hospital-or-training-schoolin-the state dealing h-mental-health-ma
1) ) a ) - aAaNa’a¥Walalala - an ) ) ala ) a - -a'e ala
do—orprocureto-be done-extramuralwo av-of brevention.
observation,-care-and-consultation hespect-to-mental-health: [Repealed

hoachialf ave aWa ar N ava a ont-Shata Hoaon N - alala’a N
CXeCU O S O v OoPita—O - oo
Ntarect N ona alfa’a'alla a e alla alaa a¥a accinla tn
S C oG ctGa S S Y y Siene CooJ O
ataiilfa'a aaalalfa\V/ava' ala «hva a ala a ont_Si a¥l 2 Vala'a a - a'aa’a
o y oo Co a1 O G > C Doitai—O - oo
allaida'da‘s ala'aVala a’alala Nna-<sh ha-obherated-b alaala Ya\V/ata'ala ne
Cotc GeorgHctt ©G Sle i1 C oc-0Op o1 NG o0
alalaa A aVia NA NA-1o N N NOSE ala a'a ala a N
Dottt AS CEAZIEICHAS SiCin SIS Cich C - CiC O
amplovee o the hosn ~a hech aed-30 N<t the alfa’a'a ala Drnecoed
O Ooita C S ci- o aga - O -
ala a ala\VAl aYa o for onaeration o aYa Ntean-anad-the henat 'a a
> o C eSO o0 o G G i > >
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Sle o0 - G C SR cHG O ci -'v

- h fNnd-fo a¥Wa NAa-the ava'alala - a AN ala

i O Sie s - -5 g o ccl ci o

ct o a a NAS ch ha clih ed-to-tha co alalala R
ctttio O G ci S ciio cato C oroHEe)

ealed

aYa¥allaYa atalala'allla hosh a allalal</alaYala N <a a
Ci o CHG O oota—O A O viv Ci Ci Co
ala¥a' ala¥a QN A «dlilala’a N-tha hanao a adla ataidlala ha N

v.v >, o O v\ 1 > OO ot -orc v

alata ala'a 'a aTa¥iala ala NAd-the broceed hareot ch ha avaida'a Bda

ccCoc O - 1 oo - - 9 i O—toc
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Na consAnt-o ha N ala a ala'y a'a ala\da'alala a a'aalalla N a'a a
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v\ O O Siawaa wome. ct >, viv-
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», - - ala’ allaYa - alaWa'alalWa' - -’ -a aVa' a’a -’ - ala
aYa\%a o tn ala¥« a'a'a [Nala Cf Q
> cH-ctio o - e S C cc
() ) a’a (G a a G ala ala =) () - ) ayga alala L) a
O uiobocyO O g Siave v aise O Sieiage O
Ol Ala'a ) ala alawa aAla’alliaiya’'alNa a a ala a’a G alama ) a alamala
viv > Sie 0 co—gtarairat; Sivle 5 [oC O
N allVa¥a ochonsihla o ha N ant-or <strden N-the hconea ala
G O o0 > > ol G o\ CH—o 5

o ssioner-shall-be the legal-representative. [Repealed.
§7110. CERTIFICAYION OF MENTAL ILLNESS

A certification of mendl illness by alicensed physician required by section
7504 of thistitle shall be made by aboard eligible psychiatrist, a board

certified psychiatrist, er aresiderX in psychiatry, or aphysician licensed

pursuant to 26 V.S.A. chapter 23 if g psychiatrist is available, under penalty

Of perJury N - a Na Crara \A/nare NAArada o alnlae Na N 1 - NO a
. I CaO O Cul A JoTi o CH Yo [OY cu LA B

a a’aNalal N 1 Cl a a'aFala’a' alala N 1 alala )\ Nl T comnDlare
v w o) Cu O e pw wre)y O VAl O CAAY RRY W OGO -

a aalala - ala a ala - ala G Qo HHACH O O a'aa/a N

C CCh w. - v CA v > v o Cl vew v

alfa’da’s na alaala aaFalalal A AN aWaldala' a's'e’a’aNalalVia N

CrCoG v - pw CA vive pvinie O DT 1o CA v >
alaldala Qo alaalalla fa' Q ron a N NOSEC O wa’a {Fala 04-0 N Q
oo Cu O v - cuaro O wivipvivie venw A, v v

The Commissioner shall develop atraining program that licgnsed physicians

who are not psychiatrists shall complete before effecting a certification of

mental illness.

VT LEG #287265 v.1
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n any proceeding before, or notice to, acourt of this state State involving a
patien\er-student, or a proposed patient erstudent, that person shall be
afforded cqunsdl, and if the patient er-student or proposed patient er-student is
unable to pay Yor counsel, compensation shall be paid by the state State to
counsel assigned Ny the court; however, this section shall not apply to a

proceeding under secon 7505 of thistitle.

selected by the court but the

Hadependent-Hving Commissioner of Disabilities, Aging, and InNgependent

Living or the eommissioner-of-mental-health Commissioner of Menta Health

may adopt a reasonabl e fee sehedule schedules for examination, reports, and

testimony.

VT LEG #287265 v.1
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§ R05. SUPERVISION OF INSTITUTIONS

receiving involundgry treatment at all designated hospitals, including the

Vermont State Hospitel or its successor in interest, designated programs, and at

the secure residential recoyvery facility.

(b) The eommissi of +he dep ades mental-health Commissioner of

Mental Health, in consultation wRh the seeretary Secretary, shall appoint a
chief executive officer of the VermoN State Hospital or its successor in

interest and a chief executive officer of the secure residentia recovery facility

to oversee the operations of the hospital ab\he secure residential recovery

facility, respectively. The chief executive officex pesitien positions shall be an

exempt pesition positions.

Sec. 3. 18 V.S.A. chapter 179 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 179. ADMISSION PROCEDURES

* % %

§7504. APPLICATION FOR EMERGENCY EXAMINATION

(a) A state or local law enforcement officer, mental health professiogal, or

aphysician licensed pursuant to 26 V.S.A. chapter 23 may take aperson i

VT LEG #287265 v.1
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&minmion and the completion of acertificate by alicensed physician

autkb\zi ng an emergency examination if specific and articul able facts exist

that qive\we to areasonabl e suspicion that the person is a person in need of

treatment.

(b) A person SRall be admitted to a designated hospital for an emergency
examination to deterrjne if he or she isa person in need of treatment upon
written application by an\terested party accompanied by a certificate by a
licensed physician who is no\the applicant. The application and certificate
snall set forth the facts and circungstances which constitute the need for an
emergency examination and which sRow that the person is a person in need of
treatment.

{b)(c) The decision of an interested party\and a licensed physician to

complete an application and certificate shall be aythority for transporting the

person to adesignated hospital for an emergency exgmination, as provided in

section 7511 of thistitle.

designated in writing by the head of the hospital to discharge the authoNty

granted in this section. A designated person must be an official hospital

VT LEG #287265 v.1
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hospital premises other than the certifying physician under subsection a)(b) of
this seggion.
§7505. VARRANT FOR IMMEDIATE EXAMINATION

(a)(1) In exgergency circumstances where-a-certification-by-aphysiciants

restrained, a state or local law enigrcement officer or mental health
professional may make an applicati ON;-ret-accermpanied-by-aphysician s
certitieate, to any district or superior colx judge for awarrant for an
immediate examination when:

(A) acertification by a physician is nohavailable without serious

unreasonable delay;

(B) personal observation of the conduct of a p&rson constitutes

reasonabl e grounds to believe that the person is a person inWeed of

treatment; and

(C) he or she presents an immediate risk of serious injuryXo himself

or hersalf or othersif not restrained.

VT LEG #287265 v.1
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state or local law enforcement officer or amental health professiona of a

rel ia}Ereport of conduct that constitutes reasonabl e grounds to believe that the

person is aperson in need of treatment may serve as the basis for the warrant

50 long as thegircumstances preventing personal observation are set forth in

the application.

(b) Fhe A state orNocal law enforcement officer or mental health

professional, or both, matake the person into temporary custody and shall

apply to the court without d for the warrant. The application for a warrant

shall be the sole authority needed\for a state or local law enforcement officer to

enter aresidence or other premi s&s&here the person is reasonably believed to

be located in order to apprehend the p&n and take him or her into temporary

custody.

(c) If thejudgeis satisfied that a physician’ sgertificate is not available
without serious and unreasonable delay, and that probable cause exists to

believe that the person isin need of an immediate examaation pursuant to

order the person to submit to an immediate examination at a deSignated

hospital.

VT LEG #287265 v.1
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the pedgon to a designated hospital for an immediate examination.

(e) Upsn admission to adesignated hospital pursuant to a warrant for

immediate examination, the person shall be Hamediately examined by a

licensed physiciar\as soon as practicable. If the physician certifies that the

person isapersonin of treatment, the person shall be held for an

emergency examination Iy accordance with section 7508 of thistitle. If the

physician does not certify thak the person is a person in need of treatment, he-er
she the physician shall immediat8ly discharge the person and cause him or her
to be returned to the place from whick he or she was taken, or to such place as
the person reasonably directs.
§ 7508. EMERGENCY EXAMINATION

(d) When For the purposes of part 8 of thistitle, a person is shall be

deemed admitted to a designated hospital fer upohs or her arrival at the

VT LEG #287265 v.1
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A person is admitted on an application and physician’s certificate;
shall not be examined by the same physician who signed the

ant to section 7504.

physician conducting the emergency examination

does not certify that the person is a person in need of treatment, he or she shall
immediately discharge thg person and cause him or her to be returned to the
place from which he or she taken or to such place as the person reasonably
directs.
(d) If the psyehiatrist physician

need of treatment, the person’ s hospitali

es certify that the personisapersonin
ion may continue for an additional
72 hours, at which time hospitalization shall\erminate, unless within that
period:
(1) the person has been accepted for voluntar admission under section

7503 of thistitle; or

application.

* * %

VT LEG #287265 v.1
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~ L1() L) NALNLA L) AW D] §\ DD A\D A D /\ [ ) A

a) Within five calendar days after a person is admitted to a designated
hospitd] for emergency examination, he or she may request the eriminal

division-ohthesuperior-court Family Division of the Superior Court to conduct

a preliminary-Rearing probabl e cause review to determine whether thereis

probable cause toYelieve that he or she was a person in need of treatment at

the time of his or her ®dmission to the hospital and at the time of the review.

(b) The court shall coRduct the hearing within three working days of the
filing of the request. The cotxt shall cause timely notice of the preliminary

hearing probable cause review to\oe given to the patient person or his or her

attorney, and the hospital and-the-attdeney-forthe-apphicant.

(c) The individual person requesting the review has the right to be present

and represented by legal counsd at the probable cause

review.

(d) The Rules of Evidence shall not be applicabl® at the probable cause

review. The court may consider any testimony, sworn Satement, or affidavits

in determining whether probable cause exists. If probable cquse to believe that

the individua was a person in need of treatment at the time of M

admission and at the time of the review or solely at the time of the

established at the pretiminary-hearing probable cause review, the indivigual

shall be ordered held for further proceedings in accordance with the law. |

VT LEG #287265 v.1
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order him\Qr her returned to the place from which he or she was transported or

to his or her hgme.
(e) Upon a shoying of need, the court may grant a reasonable continuance

to either the patient-s\person’ s attorney or the attorney for the state State.

Sec. 4. 18 V.S.A. chapter 184 is amended to read:

§7612. APPLICATION FOR INVOLUNTARY TREATMENT

(8 Aninterested party may, by filing awitten application, commence
proceedings for the involuntary treatment of an Idividual by judicial process.

(b) The application shal befiled in the

ecourt-of Family Division of the Superior Court for the

proposed patient-sresidence patient resides or, in the case of a nonresident, in
any distriet superior court.
(c) If the application is filed under section 7508 or 7620 of this\tle, it shall

be filed in the eriminal-division-of-the superior-codrt Family Division
Superior Court in which the hospital islocated.

the

VT LEG #287265 v.1
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Al ~contain:
O T oTIeeTT

(1) The name and address of the applicant; and
) A statement of the current and relevant facts upon which the
allegation\Qf mental illness and need for treatment is based. The application

shall be signed by the applicant under penalty of perjury.

penalty of perjury stating¥hat he or she has examined the proposed patient

within five days of the date the petition isfiled, and is of the opinion that the
propesed-patient person is apersyn in need of treatment, including the current
and relevant facts and circumstances\ypon which the physician’s opinion is
based; or

(2) A written statement by the applicagt that the propesed-patient person
refused to submit to an examination by a licensey physician.

(f) Before an examining physician compl etes the\certificate of examination,
he or she shall consider available alternative forms of cae and treatment that
might be adequate to provide for the person’s needs, witho
hospitalization.

§7613. NOTICE—APPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL
(@) When the application isfiled, the court shall appoint counsel for\the

proposed patient, and transmit a copy of the application, the physician’s

VT LEG #287265 v.1
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locking devices or other mechanical or phy mechanisms.

(2) “Secureresidential recovery facility” Neans aresidential facility;

owned and operated by the State and licensed as a therapeutic community

residence as defined in 33 V.S.A. 8 7102(11), for an individual who no longer
reguires acute inpatient care but who does remain in need oNtreatment within a
secure setting for an extended period of time. A secure residenNd recovery
facility shall not be used for any purpose other than the purposes pegmitted by

this section.

VT LEG #287265 v.1
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ORDERS
(a) N he hearing on the application for continued treatment shall be held in
accordancg with the procedures set forth in sections 7613, 7614, 7615, and
7616 of thistiye.
(b) If the courNfinds that the patient person is a patient person in need of
further treatment ane yequires-hospitalization, it shall order hespitalization

continued treatment for UR to one year.

(c) If the court finds that ¥e patient person is a patient person in need of
further treatment but does not require hospitalization, it shall order
nonhospitalization for up to one year\ If the treatment plan proposed by the
commissioner Commissioner for a patiedt person in need of further treatment
includes admission to a secure residential redpvery facility, the court may at
any time, on its own motion or on motion of an Nterested party, review the
need for treatment at the secure residential recoveryXeacility.

(d) If at any time during the period of nonhospitalization ordered under
subsection (c) of this section, it comes to the attention of th&court; that the
person is not complying with the order; or that the aternative trgatment has not
been adequate to meet the patients person’ s treatment needs, the court may,

after proper hearing:

VT LEG #287265 v.1
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original order, and direct the patient person to undergo another program of
alternatjve treatment for an indeterminate period, up to the expiration date of
the origina| order; or

(2) Oraer that the patient person be hospitalized, up to the expiration
date of the origina order.

(e) If the court fings that the patient person is not a patient person in need
of further treatment, it sha|l order the patient person discharged.

(f) Thissection shall not be construed to prohibit the court from issuing
subsequent orders after a new appication is filed pursuant to section 7620 of
thistitle.

§7622. EXPERT TESTIMONY

(8 A mental health professional testifying at hearings conducted under this
part may, if appropriately qualified, give opinioMtestimony and,
notwithstanding 12 V.S.A. § 1612, describe any inf&¢mation which he or she
acquired in attending the patient.

(b) Thefacts or datain the particular case, upon which 2Q expert bases an
opinion or inference, may be those perceived by or made knowNto him or her
at or before the hearing. 1If of atype reasonably relied upon by exp&tsin the

particular field in forming opinions or inferences upon the subject, the Nacts or

VT LEG #287265 v.1
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Ewdence shall not apply to a hearing held pursuant to part 8 of thistitle.

§ 7623, ORDERS; CUSTODY

All cout orders of hospitalization, nonhospitalization, and continued
treatment shal\be directed to the eemmissioner Commissioner and shall admit
the patient personNo his or her care and custody for the period specified.
Sec. 5. 18 V.S.A. § 7708\'s amended to read:

§7708 URGICA ORERA ON
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a G Q A\ aYalalda) Q0 ondaod o road-

CHAPTER 189. RELEASE AND DISCHARGE
§ 8003, PERSONAL NEEDS OF PATIENT
The colgmissioner Commissioner shall make any necessary arrangementsto

ensure:

(1) that nowatient is discharged or granted a conditional release from a
designated hospital without suitable clothing; and

(2) that any indigeNt patient discharged or granted a conditional release
is furnished suitable transporgtion for his or her return home and an amount of
money as may be prescribed by tRe head of the a designated hospital to enable

the patient to meet his or her immedigte needs.

§8006. VISITS

() Fhehead-of-ahospital-may-grant-avisit-permit-of-net-mere than-30-day

to-any-patient-under-hisor-hercharge. [Deleted.]

(b) The granting and revocation of visits shall be mage in accordance with
rules and procedures adopted by the head of the designated Rospital.

§8007. CONDITIONAL DISCHARGES

ala¥Vala alWa alalalatala Wa alalaa'
C vivv Rem. caaoi—<d vie v
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Repeal ed.
§ 8009, ADMINISTRATIVE DISCHARGE

(@) Thahead of the adesignated hospital may at any time discharge a
voluntary or jidicially hospitalized patient whom he or she deemsclinicaly
suitable for dischage.

(b) The head of tHg a designated hospital shall discharge ajudicialy
hospitalized patient wherNthe patient is no longer a patient person in need of
further treatment. When ajuNjcially hospitalized patient is discharged, the
head of the a designated hospital\ghall notify the applicant;the-certifying
physietan Commissioner, the famiby-givision-of-the superior-court Family

Division of the Superior Court, and anyoge who was notified at the time the

patient was hospitalized.

(c) Apersen Anindividua responsible for phgviding treatment other than
hospitalization to an+hdividual a person ordered to dudergo a program of
aternative treatment, under section 7618 or 7621 of thid\itle, may terminate
the alternative treatment to the irdividual person if the provider of this
aternative treatment considers the idividual person clinically syitable for
termination of treatment. Upon termination of alternative treatmen\, the famihy

division-of-the superior-court Family Division of the Superior Court shall be so

notified by the provider of the alternative treatment.
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* k%

e, 7. 18 V.SA. chapter 197 is amended to read:

CHRAPTER 197. MENTALLY ILL USERS OF ALCOHOL OR DRUGS
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adrission: [Repealed.]
§8405. OUTSIDE VISITS

In the discretion of the head of a designated hospital \a patient admitted
under this chapter may be permitted to visit a specifically dasignated place for
aperiod not to exceed five days and return to the same hospital\ The visit may
be alowed to see adying relative, to attend the funeral of arelative\to obtain
specia medical services, to contact prospective employers, or for any

compelling reason consistent with the welfare or rehabilitation of the patie
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—thisact.shall taka offoct.on.di ||\,1 1 . 2012 —

Sec. 1. 18 V.SA. chapter 171 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 171. GENERAL PROVISIONS
§7101. DEFINITIONS

As used in this part of this title, the following words, unless the context
otherwise requires, shall have the following meanings:

* * %

(4) " Designated hospital” means a public or private hospital, other
facility, or part of a hospital or facility designated by the eemmissioner
Commissioner as adeguate to provide appropriate care for the-mentaty—}
patient persons with mental illness.

(5) “Elopement” means the leaving of a designated hospital or
designated program ertraining-sehoel without lawful authority.

* * %

(9 “Interested party” means a guardian, spouse, parent, adult child,
close adult relative, a responsible adult friend, or person who has the
individual in his or her charge or care. It also means a mental health
professional, a law enforcement officer, or a licensed physician—a-head-of-a

alalaa 1 cal o N OWN-SEr\/ aVWa' Q a oOWh-ReaHh-o

treatment or evaluation.

(26) “No refusal system” means a system of designated hospitals and,
intensive residential recovery facilities, secure residential recovery facilities,
and residential treatment programs under contract with the department—of
mental—health Department of Mental Health that provides high intensity
services, in which the facilities shall admit any individual for care if the
individual meets the dligibility criteria established by the eemmissioner
Commissioner in contract.
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(27) *Participating hospital” means a designated hospital under

contract with the departrment-of-mental-health Department of Mental Health to
participate in the no refusal system.

(28) “Secure,” when describing a residential recovery facility, means
that the residents can be physically prevented from leaving the facility by
means of locking devices or other mechanical or physical mechanisms.

(29) “ Secure residential recovery facility” means a residential facility
owned and operated by the Sate and licensed as a therapeutic community
residence, as defined in 33 V.SA. § 7102(11), for an individual who no longer
reguires acute inpatient care but who remains in need of treatment within a
secure setting for an extended period of time or for an individual transferred
pursuant to 28 V.SA. 8 705a.

(30) “Successor in interest” means the mental health hospital owned
and operated by the state State that provides acute inpatient care and replaces
the Vermont Sate Hospital.

* * %

§ 7104. WRONGFUL HOSPHALZAHON PLACEMENT IN CUSTODY
OR DENIAL OF RIGHTS FRAUD;ELOPEMENT

Any person who wituHy willfully causes, or conspires with, or assists
another to cause any of the following shall be fined not more than $500.00 or
imprisoned not more than one year, or both:

(1) the hospitalization of an individual knowing that the individual is not
mentally ill or in need of hospitalization or treatment as a mentaHy—iH—or

mentalyretarded-individual person with a mental illness; er

(2) the denial to any individual of any rights granted to him or her
under this part of thistitle; er

(3) the voluntary admission to a hospital of an individual knowing that
he or she is not mentally ill or eligible for treatment thereby attempting to
defraud the state Sate; or

(4) the elopement of any patient erstudent from a hospital ertraiing
scheel, or who knowingly harbors any siek—person patient who has eloped
from a hospital, or who aids in abducting a patient er—student who has been
conditionally discharged from the person or persons in whose care and service
that patlent epstudent has been Iegally pIaced—shaH—be—ﬁ-ned—net—meFeJéhan

§ 7105. ARRESF APPREHENS ON OF ELOPED PERSONS
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Any sheriff, deputy sheriff, constable; or officer of state Sate or local
police, and any officer or employee of any designated hospital,—designated
program; or trathing-schoel a secure residential recovery facility may arrest
ahy take into custody and return to a designated hospital or a secure
residential recovery faC|I|tv a person in the custody of the Commlssoner who
has eloped

§ 7106. NOTICE OF HOSPHALZAHON CUSTODY AND DISCHARGE

Whenever a patient has been admitted to a designated hospital other than
upon his or her own application, the head of the designated hospital shall
immediately notify the patient’s legal guardian,-speuse—parent-orparents—or
nearest-known-relative-ornterested-party—+f-knewn and agent as defined in

section 9701 of this title, if any, or if a minor, the patient’s parent or legal
guardian. If the involuntary hospitalization or admission was without court
order, notice shall also be given to the superior court judge for the family
divisien-of-the-superior-eourt Family Division of the Superior Court in the unit
wherein the designated hospital is located. If the hospitalization or admission
was by order of any court, the head of the designated hospital admitting or
discharging an-trdividual the patient shall forthwith make a report thereof to
the eemmissioner Commissioner and to the court which entered the order for
hospitalization or admission.

§ 7107. EXTRAMURAL WORK
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§7111. RIGHT TO LEGAL COUNSEL

In any proceeding before; or notice to; a court of this state Sate involving a
patient er—student; or a proposed patient er—student, that person shall be
afforded counsel, and if the patient erstudent or proposed patient er-student is
unable to pay for counsel, compensation shall be paid by the state Sate to
counsel assigned by the court; however, this section shall not apply to a
proceeding under section 7505 of thistitle.

* * %

§7113. INDEPENDENT EXAMINATION: PAYMENT
Whenever a court orders an independent examination by a mental health

professional er—a—qualified—nental+etardation—professional pursuant to this
titteor 13 V.SA. § 4822 the cost of the |n|t|al exami nat|on shaII be pald by the

Department of MentaJ Health The mental health profonal elf—qual-meel
mentat—mta#elatten—p#efeesmna& may be selected by the court but the
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commissioner—of-mental-health Commissioner of Mental Health may adopt a
reasonabl e fee schedule for examination, reports, and testimony.

Sec. 2. 18 V.SA. § 7205 isamended to read:
8 7205. SUPERVIS ON OFINSHTUTHONS

(8) The department-of-mental-health Department of Mental Health shall

operate the Vermont State Hospital or its successor in interest and a secure
residential recovery facility. The Department shall be responsible for patients
receiving involuntary treatment.

(b) The eormmissionerof-the-department-of-mental-health Commissioner of
Mental Health, in consultation with the seeretary Secretary, shall appoint a

chief executive officer of the Vermont Sate Hospital or its successor in interest
and a facility director of the secure residential recovery facility to oversee the
operations of the hospital and the secure residential recovery facility,
respectively. The chief executive officer position shall be an exempt position.

Sec. 3. PURPOSE OF THE MENTAL HEALTH CARE OMBUDSVIAN

Due to the Sate's unique role in coordinating and providing services for
Vermonters with one or more diagnosed mental health conditions, the General
Assembly created the Office of the Mental Health Care Ombudsman, and now
finds it necessary to clarify the Office's role, which is to safequard access to
services and those rights and protections that may be at risk. Due to the fact
that the Office of the Mental Health Care Ombudsman addresses methods of
care that are not as prevalent as among other health conditions, the Office's
existence remains consistent with the principles of parity and achieving
integration throughout Vermont’s health care system.

Sec. 4. 18 V.SA. chapter 178 is added to read:
CHAPTER 178. MENTAL HEALTH CARE OMBUDSMAN
§ 7451. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

(1) “ Agency” means the organization designated by the Governor as the
protection and advocacy system for the Sate pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 8§ 10801 et

Seq.

(2) “ Department” means the Department of Mental Health.

(3) “Intensive residential recovery facility” shall have the same
meaning as in section 7252 of thistitle.
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(4) “Mental Health Care Ombudsman” or “ Ombudsman” means an
individual providing protection and advocacy services pursuant to this

chapter.
(5) “ Office’” means the Office of the Mental Health Care Ombudsman.

(6) “ Secure residential recovery facility” shall have the same meaning
asin section 7620 of thistitle.

(7)  “Sate agency” means any office, department, board, bureau,
division, agency, or instrumentality of the State.

§ 7452. OFFICE OF THE MENTAL HEALTH CARE OMBUDSMAN

(2) The Department of Mental Health shall establish the Office of the
Mental Health Care Ombudsman within the Agency by executing a
memor andum of designation between the Department and the Agency.

(b) The Office shall represent the interests of Vermonters with one or more
diagnosed mental health conditions, including individuals receiving services at
designated hospitals, emergency rooms, correctional facilities, intensive
residential recovery facilities, secure residential recovery facilities, or within a
community setting.

(c) The Office shall be directed by an individual, to be known as the Mental
Health Care Ombudsman, who shall be sdected from among individuals
within the Agency executing the memorandum of designation with the
Department of Mental Health.

8 7453. RESPONSBILITIESOF THE OFFICE
(a) The Office may:

(1) investigate individual cases of abuse, neglect, and other serious
violations of individuals in Vermont with diagnosed mental health conditions;

(2) analyze, monitor, and aim to reduce the use of seclusion, restraint,
coercion, and involuntary mental health procedures;

(3)(A) review emergency involuntary procedure reports provided by the
Department;

(B) confer with the Department at least twice annually regarding any
findings or recommendations for improvement made by the Office in response
to the emergency involuntary procedure reports;

(4)(A) _review any reports provided by the Department of untimely
deaths of individuals with a diagnosed mental health condition in designated
hospitals, intensive residential recovery facilities, secure residential recovery
facilities, or community settings;
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(B) confer with the Department regarding any findings or
recommendations for improvement made by the Office in response to the
untimely death reports;

(5) participate on state panels reviewing the treatment of individuals
with a diagnosed mental health condition;

(6) integrate efforts with the Health Care Ombudsman's Office
established under 8 V.SA. chapter 107, subchapter 1A and the Long-Term
Care Ombudsman’s Office established under 33 V.SA. chapter 75 to minimize
duplication of efforts; and

(7) _annually, on or before January 15th, submit a report to the
Department and General Assembly detailing all activities performed pursuant
to this chapter and recommending improvements to the mental health system.

(b)(1) A person shall not impose any additional duties on the Office in
excess of the requirements set forth in subsection (a) of this section or
otherwise imposed on agencies under federal law.

(2)  Nothing in this chapter shall supersede the authorities or
responsibilities granted to the Agency under Protection and Advocacy for
Individuals with Mental IlIness, 42 U.S.C. 88§ 10801-10851.

(3) The General Assembly may at any time allocate funds it deems
necessary to supplement federal funding used to maintain the Office.

§ 7454. AUTHORITY OF THE MENTAL HEALTH CARE OMBUDSMAN

In fulfilling the responsibilities of the Office, the Mental Health Care
Ombudsman may:

(1) Hireor contract with persons or organizations to fulfill the purposes
of this chapter.

(2) Communicate and visit with any individual with a diagnosed mental
health condition, provided that the Ombudsman shall discontinue interactions
with any individual when requested to do so by that individual. Toward that
end, designated hospitals, emergency rooms, correctional facilities, intensive
residential recovery facilities, secure residential recovery facilities, and other
community treatment facilities shall provide the Ombudsman access to their
facilities and to individuals for whom they provide mental health services. |If
the individual with a diagnosed mental health condition has a guardian, the
Office shall take no formal action without consent of the guardian or a court
order, unless an emergency situation arises.

(3) Deegate to employees any part of the Mental Health Care
Ombudsman’ s authority.
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(4) Take such further actions as are necessary in order to fulfill the
pur pose of this chapter.

8§ 7455. COOPERATION OF STATE AGENCIES

(a) All state agencies shall comply with requests of the Mental Health Care
Ombudsman for information and assistance necessary to carry out the
responsibilities of the Office.

(b) The Secretary of Human Services may adopt rules necessary to ensure
that departments within the Agency of Human Services cooperate with the
Office.

§ 7456. CONFIDENTIALITY

In the absence of written consent by an individual with a diagnosed mental
health condition about whom a report has been made, or by his or her
guardian or legal representative, or a court order, the Mental Health Care
Ombudsman shall not disclose the identity of such person, unless otherwise
provided for under Protection and Advocacy for Individuals with Mental
Illness, 42 U.S.C. 88 10801—-10851.

§ 7457. IMMUNITY

Civil liability shall not attach to the Mental Health Care Ombudsman or his
or _her employees for good faith performance of the duties imposed by

this chapter.
8 7458. INTERFERENCE AND RETALIATION

(a) A person who intentionally hinders a representative of the Office acting
pursuant to this chapter shall be imprisoned not more than one year or fined
not more than $5,000.00, or both.

(b) A person who takes discriminatory, disciplinary, or retaliatory action
against an employee, a resident, or a volunteer of a designated hospital,
correctional facility, intensive residential recovery facility, secure residential
recovery facility, community treatment facility, or state agency for any
communication made, or information disclosed, to aid the Office in carrying
out its duties and responsibilities shall be imprisoned not more than one year
or fined not more than $5,000.00, or both. An employee, a resident, or a
volunteer of such facilities or state agencies may seek damages in superior
court against a person who takes an action prohibited by this subsection.

§ 7459. CONFLICT OF INTEREST

The Mental Health Care Ombudsman, an employee of the Ombudsman, or
an immediate family member of the Ombudsman or of an employee shall not
have any financial interest in or authority over a designated hospital,
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correctional facility, intensive residential recovery facility, secure residential
recovery facility, or community treatment facility and from providing mental
health services, which creates a conflict of interest in carrying out the
Ombudsman’s responsibilities under this chapter.

Sec. 5. 18 V.SA. § 7505 is amended to read:
8 7505. WARRANT FOR IMMEDIATE EXAMINATION

gency circumstances where-a-certification-by-a-physician-isnet

restrained, a law enforcement officer or mental health professional may make

an application;-net-accormpanied-by-aphysiclan s-certificate; to any district or

superior court judge for a warrant for an immediate examination when:

(A) a certification by a physician is not available without serious and
unreasonable delay;

(B) personal observation of the conduct of a person constitutes
reasonable grounds to believe that the person is a person in need of
treatment; and

(C) the person presents an immediate risk of serious injury to himself
or herself or othersif not restrained.

(b) The law enforcement officer or mental health professional, or both, may
take the person into temporary custody and shall apply to the court without
delay for the warrant.

(c) If the judge is satisfied that a physician’s certificate is not available
without serious and unreasonable delay, and that probable cause exists to
believe that the person is in need of an immediate examination pursuant to
subsection (a) of this section, he-ershe the judge may grant the warrant and
order the person to submit to an immediate examination at a designated
hospital.

(d) H-necessary By granting a warrant, the court may-erderthe authorizes

alaw enforcement officer or mental health professional to transport the person
to a designated hospital for an immediate examination.

(e) Upon admission to a designated hospital pursuant to a warrant for
immediate examination, the person shall be Hamediately examined by a
licensed physician immediately. If the physician certifies that the person is a
person in need of treatment, the person shall be held for an emergency
examination in accordance with section 7508 of thistitle. If the physician does
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not certify that the person is a person in need of treatment, he-er—she the
physician shall immediately discharge the person and cause him or her to be
returned to the place from which he or she was taken, or to such place as the
person reasonably directs.

Sec. 6. 18 V.SA. chapter 181 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 181. JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS

* * %

§7612. APPLICATION FOR INVOLUNTARY TREATMENT

(8 An interested party may, by filing a written application, commence
proceedings for the involuntary treatment of an individual by judicial process.

(b) The application shall be filed in the eriminal-division-ef-the-superior
eourt—of Family Division of the Superior Court for the district in which the
proposed patient s+residence patient resides or, in the case of a nonresident, in
any distriet superior court.

(c) If theapplicationisfiled under section 7508 or 7620 of thistitle, it shall

be filed in the eriminal-division-of-the-superior—eourt Family Division of the
Superior Court in which the hospital is located.

(d) The application shall contain:
(1) The name and address of the applicant; and

(2) A statement of the current and relevant facts upon which the
allegation of mental illness and need for treatment is based. The application
shall be signed by the applicant under penalty of perjury.

(e) The application shall be accompanied by:

(1) A certificate of a licensed physician, which shall be executed under
penalty of perjury stating that he or she has examined the proposed patient
within five days of the date the petition is filed, and is of the opinion that the
proposed patient is a person in need of treatment, including the current and
relevant facts and circumstances upon which the physician’s opinion is
based; or

(2) A written statement by the applicant that the proposed patient
refused to submit to an examination by a licensed physician.

() Before an examining physician compl etes the certificate of examination,
he or she shall consider available alternative forms of care and treatment that
might be adequate to provide for the person’s needs, without requiring
hospitalization.

§ 7613. NOTICE—APPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL
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(&) When the application is filed, the court shall appoint counsel for the
proposed patient, and transmit a copy of the application, the physician’s
certificate, if any, and a notice of hearlng to the proposed pat|ent his or her
attorney, guardian, !
patient; if any, the state—s—attemey State s Attornev or the attemey—genepat
Attorney General, and any other person the court believes has a concern for
the proposed patient’s welfare. A copy of the notice of hearing shall also be
transmitted to the applicant and certifying physician.

* * %

§7617. FINDINGS ORDER

(a) If the court finds that the proposed patient was not a person in need of
treatment at the time of admission or application or is not a patient in need of
further treatment at the time of the hearing, the court shall enter a finding to
that effect and shall dismiss the application.

(b)(1) If the proposed patient is found to have been a person in need of
treatment at the time of admission or application and a patient in need of
further treatment at the time of the hearing, the court may order the person:

H(A) hospitalized in a designated hospital;

2)(B) hospitalized in any other public or private hospital if he or she
and the hospital agree; or

£3)(C) to undergo a program of treatment other than hospitalization.

(2) If the application for treatment was made in accordance with
28 V.SA. 8 705a and the proposed patient is found to be a person in need of
treatment at the time of application and at the time of the hearing, the only
order for treatment other than hospitalization that a court may enter is an
order of nonhospitalization at a secure residential recovery facility.

(c) Prior to ordering any course of treatment, the court shall determine
whether there exists an available program of treatment for the person which is
an appropriate alternative to hospitalization. The court shall not order
hospitalization without a thorough consideration of available alternatives.

(d) Before making its decision, the court shall order testimony by an
appropriate representative of a hospital, a community mental health agency,
public or private entity or agency, or a suitable person, who shall assess the
availability and appropriateness for the individual of treatment programs
other than hospitalization.

* * %

§ 7620. APPLICATION FOR CONTINUED TREATMENT
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(a) If, prior to the expiration of any order issued in accordance with
section 7623 of this title, the eommissioner Commissioner believes that the
condition of the patient is such that the patient continues to require treatment,
the eommissioner Commissioner shall apply to the court for a determination
that the patient is a patient in need of further treatment and for an order of
continued treatment.

(b) An application for an order authorizing continuing treatment shall
contain a statement setting forth the reasons for the eemmissioners
Commissioner’s determination that the patient is a patient in need of further
treatment, a statement describing the treatment program provided to the
patient, and the results of that course of treatment.

(c) Any order of treatment issued in accordance with section 7623 of this
title shall remain in force pending the court’s decision on the application.

(d) If the eommissioner Commissioner seeks to have the patient receive the
further treatment in a secure residential recovery facility, the application for
an order authorizing continuing treatment shall expressly state that such
treatment is being sought. The application shall contain, in addition to the
statements required by subsection (b) of this section, a statement setting forth
the reasons for the eemmissioners Commissioner’s determination that
clinically appropriate treatment for the patient’s condition can be provided
safely only in a secure residential recovery facility.

(e) Asused in thischapter:

pepmd—eLHme—A secure reﬂdentlal recovery faC|I|tV shaII have the same

meaning as in section 7101 of this title. Except as provided in 28 V.SA.
8§ 705a, a secure residential recovery facility shall not be used for any purpose
other than the purposes permitted by this section.

§ 7621. HEARING ON APPLICATION FOR CONTINUED TREATMENT;
ORDERS

(&) The hearing on the application for continued treatment shall be held in
accordance with the procedures set forth in sections 7613, 7614, 7615, and
7616 of thistitle.
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(b) If the court finds that the patient is a patient in need of further
treatment and-reguires-hespitatization, it shall order hespitalization continued

treatment for up to one year.

Sec. 7. 18 V.SA. § 7708 is amended to read:

Sec. 8. 18 V.SA. chapter 189 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 189. RELEASE AND DISCHARGE

§ 8003. PERSONAL NEEDSOF PATIENT

The eermmissioner Commissioner shall make any necessary arrangements
to ensure:

(1) that no patient is discharged er-granted-a-conditionalrelease froma
designated hospital without suitable clothing; and

(2) that any indigent patient discharged er-granted-a-conditional+elease
is furnished suitable transportation for his or her return home and an amount
of money as may be prescribed by the head of the a designated hospital to
enable the patient to meet hisor her immediate needs.

§8006. VISTS

(b) The granting and revocation of visits shall be made in accordance with
rules and procedures adopted by the head of the designated hospital.

§ 8007. CONDITIONAL DISCHARGES

VT LEG #287265 v.1



BILL ASINTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE S.128
2013 Page 40 of 44

VT LEG #287265 v.1



BILL ASINTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE S.128
2013 Page 41 of 44

§ 8009. ADMINISTRATIVE DISCHARGE

(@) The head of the a designated hospital may at any time discharge a
voluntary or judicially hospitalized patient whom he or she deems clinically
suitable for discharge.

(b) The head of the a designated hospital shall discharge a judicially
hospitalized patient when the patient is no longer a patient in need of further
treatment. When a judicially hospitalized patient is discharged, the head of the

a designated hospital shall notify the apphicant—the—certifying—physician
Commissioner, the famiby-division-of-the-superioreourt Family Division of the

Superior Court, and anyone who was notified at the time the patient was
hospitalized.

(c) A-person An individual responsible for providing treatment other than
hospitalization to an-ndividual a person ordered to undergo a program of
alternative treatment, under section 7618 or 7621 of this title, may terminate
the alternative treatment to the individuat person if the provider of this
alternative treatment considers the dividual person clinically suitable for
termination of treatment. Upon termination of alternative treatment, the
famihy-division-of-the-superter—court the Commissioner and Family Division of
the Superior Court shall be so notified by the provider of the alternative
treatment. Upon receipt of the notice, the Court shall vacate the order.

* * %

Sec. 9. 18 V.SA. chapter 197 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 197. MENTALLY ILL USERSOF ALCOHOL OR DRUGS
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§8405. OUTSDEVISTS

In the discretion of the head of a designated hospital, a patient admitted
under this chapter may be permitted to visit a specifically designated place for
a period not to exceed five days and return to the same hospital. The visit may
be allowed to see a dying relative, to attend the funeral of a relative, to obtain
special medical services, to contact prospective employers, or for any
compelling reason consistent with the welfare or rehabilitation of the patient.

Sec. 10. 18 V.SA. 88847 isadded to read:
8§ 8847. INDEPENDENT EXAMINATION: PAYMENT

Whenever a court orders an independent examination by a qualified
intellectual disabilities professional pursuant to this title or 13 V.SA. § 4822,
the cost of the examination shall be paid by the Department of Disabilities,
Ading, and Independent Living. The qualified intellectual disabilities
professional may be selected by the court but the Commissioner of Disabilities,
Adging, and Independent Living may adopt a reasonable fee schedule for
examination, reports, and testimony.

Sec. 11. 18 V.SA. § 8848 is added to read:
8 8848. APPREHENS ON OF ELOPED PERSONS

Any sheriff, deputy sheriff, or officer of the State or local police and any
officer or employee of any designated program may arrest any person who has
eloped from a designated program and return such person.

Sec. 12. 28 V.SA. 8§ 705a is added to read:
§ 705a. TRANSFER TO SECURE RES DENTIAL RECOVERY FACILITY

(a) If in the discretion of the Commissioner of Mental Health it becomes
necessary and appropriate, the Commissioner of Mental Health may file an
application, in consultation with the Commissioner of Corrections, in the
Family Division of the Superior Court for the involuntary treatment of an
incarcerated person pursuant to 18 V.SA. § 7612 which specifies admission to
a secure residential recovery facility as the proposed plan of treatment for the
person if it is determined that the person:

(1) has a mental illness as defined in 18 V.SA. § 7101;
(2) poses a danger to himself or herself or others; and

(3) reguirestreatment at a secure residential recovery facility.

(b) If the Court finds that the person is in need of treatment pursuant to
18 V.SA. § 7617(b), the only order of nonhospitalization that a court may
order is for a program of treatment at a secure residential recovery facility.
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This limitation pertains only to applications filed by the Commissioner of
Mental Health under this subsection.

(c)(1) When a person istransferred to a secure residential recovery facility
pursuant to this section, he or she shall be subject to the supervision of the
Commissioner of Mental Health except that the time during which the person
is in the custody of the Commissioner of Mental Health shall be computed as
part of the term for which he or she was sentenced. He or she shall continue
to be eligible for good behavior reductions pursuant to section 811 of thistitle,
and he or she shall continue to be €ligible for parole pursuant to chapter 7 of
thistitle.

(2) _When the Commissioner of Mental Health determines that a person
whose sentence has not expired no longer reguires treatment at a secure
residential recovery facility, the Commissioner of Mental Health shall return
the person to the custody of the Commissioner of Corrections in accordance
with 18 V.SA. chapter 189.

(d) If the person’s sentence expires while the person is receiving treatment
at_a secure residential recovery facility and the Commissioner of Mental
Health believes that the person continues to meet the criteria in subsection (a)
of this section, the Commissioner of Mental Health shall submit an application
for continued treatment of the person to the Family Division of the Superior
Court pursuant to 18 V.SA. § 7620.

(e) Asused in this section, “ secure residential recovery facility” shall have
the same meaning asin 18 V.SA. § 7101.

Sec. 13. MENTAL HEALTH LEGISLATIVE WORK GROUP

(a) On or before July 15, 2013, the Commissioner of Mental Health shall
convene a work group of stakeholders to examine current Vermont statutes
pertaining to judicial proceedings in Title 18, Part 8 and to make
recommendations that would more closely align the statutes to the Department
of Mental Health's current practices while respecting the rights of affected
individuals. Members of the Work Group shall include:

(1) the Commissioner of Mental Health or designee;

(2) the Commissioner of Corrections or designee;

(3) a representative of the Vermont Association of Hospitals and Health
Systems;

(4) the Mental Health Care Ombudsman;

(5) the Administrative Judge or designee;

(6) arepresentative of Vermont Legal Aid’s Mental Health Law Project;
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(7) _arepresentative of the law enfor cement community;

(8) a representative of a designated agency’'s emergency response
team; and

(9) two representatives of the peer community.
(b) The Work Group shall consider:

(1) the Department’s current preadmission practices through the time of
hospital admission;

(2) emergency examination procedures, including temporary custody;

(3) _immediate examination procedures, including reliable reports of
conduct and warrants for entering residences;

(4) time limitsfor certification and judicial proceedings;

(5) processes for referral to and discharge from the secure residential
recovery facility;

(6) manners of reducing wait times in emergency departments, including
the use of technology and streamlined processes;

(7) aprotocol that the Departments of Corrections and of Mental Health
may use in serving individuals diverted from court-ordered inpatient treatment
due to lack of available bed space; and

(8) any other topic the Commissioner of Mental Health deems
appropriate.

(c) _On or before November 15, 2013, the Commissioner shall submit a
report containing the Work Group's recommendations for legislation to the
Mental Health Oversight Committee, the Senate Committee on Health and
Welfare, and the House Committee on Human Services.

Sec. 14. REPEAL
18 V.SA. § 7259 (mental health care ombudsman) is repeal ed.
Sec. 15. REDESIGNATION

18 V.SA. chapters 217 (genetic testing), 219 (health information
technology), and 220 (Green Mountain Care Board) shall be redesignated to
appear within 18 V.S A. part 9 (unified health care system).

Sec. 16. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2013.
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