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S.107

Introduced by Senators White and Sears

Referred to Committee on Government Operations

Date: February 15, 2019

Subject: Elections; miscellaneous

Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to make
miscellaneous amendments to election law. Substantive provisions include:

(1) requiring voter registration agencies designated by the Secretary of
State to provide automatic voter registration as an integrated option on
application forms for services or benefits provided by those agencies;

(2) updating the procedure to organize major political parties;

(3) requiring that a primary petition contain only one office for which a
person seeks to be a candidate;

(4) requiring that primary election ties be decided by the party committee;

(5) requiring a write-in candidate in a primary or general election to file a
candidate consent form prior to the election;

(6) prohibiting a person from seeking nomination as both a party candidate
and independent candidate prior to the primary election, but permitting a
person to file as an independent candidate after the primary;

(7) prohibiting a person from being a candidate for two or more offices that

are incompatible under Vt. Const. Ch. II, § 54;
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(8) prohibiting a person from being a candidate for more than one political
party;
(9) updating provisions regarding early or absentee voters; and

(10) revising the dates to file campaign finance reports.

An act relating to elections corrections

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
Sec. W 17 V.S.A. chapter 32 is amended to read:
CHAPTER2. PUBLICATION AND RATIFICATION OF ARTICLES OF
AMBRDMENT TO VERMONT CONSTITUTION
* % %

§ 1842. TIME OF VOTING; WHRNING

(a) The people shall be assembled Mg the purpose of voting on the article
of amendment in their respective towns and C¥jes at the same time and place
as for the general election, on the first Tuesday afterje first Monday in
November, in even-numbered years, and the warning for e meeting shall
contain an article, in substance as follows:

“To see if the freemen-and-freewomen voters will vote to accept or réfget
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affOgt the vote on the proposed article of amendment, and the freemen-and
eeworen voters of each town or city shall vote on the article of amendment
whether the%garning contains the foregoing article or not.
§ 1843. PROCERS OF VOTING; MAKING RETURNS; CONDUCT OF
MEETINGS

(a)(1) At those meetifys the freemen-and-freewomen voters may vote by

ballot for or against the articlof amendment.
(2) The same officer shall p¥gside in each such meeting as provided in
section 2680 of this title.

(b) The board of civil authority shall, ifdgpen meeting, receive, sort, and
count the votes of the freemen-and-freewomen Wyters for and against the article
of amendment and the result shall be declared by thdgresiding officer. That
result shall be recorded by the clerk of the town or city ald true returns thereof

shall be made, sealed up and sent by the clerk by mail or othdgvise to the

Secretary of State as provided in section 2588 of this title.

(c) The ballot-boxesfor-thereception-of-votes polls for voting on

article of amendment shall be epened-and-shall-clese open as provided in

ST 2 0T O TS e
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(a)(WM The Secretary of State shall, between September 25 and October 1 in
any year imfggvhich a vote on ratification of an article of amendment is taken,
prepare copies §f the proposal of amendment and forward them, with a
summary of propoSgd changes, for publication in at least two newspapers
having general circulat¥gn in the State, as determined by the Secretary of State.

(2) The proposal shy be so published once each week for three

successive weeks in each of thdypapers at the expense of the State and on the
websites of the General Assembly #3d the Office of the Secretary of State.

(b) The Secretary of State shall cau¥g ballots to be prepared for a vote by

the freemen-andfreewomen voters of the S\gte upon the proposal of

amendment.
§ 1845. QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS; CHE®KLISTS, BOOTHS,
CLERKS
The qualifications of voters on the proposal of amendm®gt, the checklist

requirements for the election, and all other provisions relating M the conduct

of the election shall be the same as those required of-voters at genelgl elections
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§ 1846. FALLURE TO POST CHECKLISTS

The failure & the selectboard of any town, or the proper officers of any
city, to prepare and¥ost checklists of the freemen-andfreewomen voters of the
town or city atleast 30%ays before the yesday-after the Monday-in
November,-in-even-numbelgd-years; as provided by section 1845 2141 of this
title, shall not invalidate the vo¥%s given by the freemen-and-freewomen voters
of the town or city upon the propoS{d article of amendment.

*Wg *

§ 1848. TABULATION OF RETURNS; R§CORD OF AMENDMENTS

The Governor and Secretary of State shall, 8g the second Tuesday of
December, of the year in which a vote on ratificati®g of an article of
amendment is taken, open and tabulate the returns mad§under section 1843 of
this title chapter; and if it appears therefrom that the article%gf amendment has
been ratified and adopted by a majority of the freemen-andfreSfgomen voters
voting thereon, the amendment shall be enrolled on the parchment %d
deposited in the office of the Secretary of State as a part of the Constiton of

this State and shall, in all future official revisions of the laws, be published%
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e Governor shall thereupon forthwith issue his or her proclamation,
atteste®by the Secretary of State, reciting the article of amendment and
announcin®the ratification and adoption of it by the people of this State under
this chapter an§that the amendment has become a part of the Constitution
thereof and requirfMyg all magistrates-and officers; and all citizens of the State
to take notice thereof 3gd govern themselves accordingly; or that the article of
amendment has been rejec¥gd, as the case may be.

§ 1850. TRANSMISSION ORCOPIES OF ACT CHAPTER AND FORMS
TO CLERKS
(a) The Secretary of State shall sefg to the clerk of each city and town a

copy of this aet chapter at least two monti#g before the vote on the ratification

of an article of amendment.

(b) In any year in which a vote on ratification§f an article of amendment is
taken, the Secretary of State shall, within the period phgscribed by section
1844 of this title chapter, send to the clerk of each city an% town ballots
provided for in that section 1844-of this-title and blank forms%por the returns of
votes on the article of amendment.

* * * Reapportionment * * *
Sec. 2. 17 V.S.A. § 1881a is amended to read:

§ 1881a. SENATORIAL DISTRICTS; NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION
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AsSgmbly by primary or by certificates of nomination of candidates for that
office D% convention, caucus, committee, or voters under chapter 49 of this
title may be¥iled in the office of any county clerk in a senatorial district.

(2)(A) OMthe day after the last day for filing those petitions or
certificates for that &fice, the other county clerk shall notify the senatorial
district clerk of the factSgoncerning those petitions or certificates.

(B) The senatorial §strict clerk shall be responsible for determining

the names of candidates and othdfacts required by law to appear on the ballot
for the office of Senator, and for obt#ping and distributing the ballots to the

other clerks in the district. In-senatorial &strictsthe-ballots-for Senatorin-the

Sec. 3. 17 V.S.A. § 1901 is amended to read:
§ 1901. PURPOSE

(a) The Supreme Court of the United States has ruled that ¥ge Equal
Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Const%ution
requires all state legislative bodies to be apportioned in such manner aSo

achieve substantially equal weighting of the votes of all voters in the choic§of
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Ho%se of Representatives and Senate at periodic intervals, so that changes may
be recOgnized in legislative apportionment.

(c) It isshe purpose of this chapter to achieve such reapportionment in an
orderly and imMartial manner.
Sec. 4. 17 V.S.A. 1909 is amended to read:

§ 1909. REVIEW
(a) Within 30 days of%he effective date of any apportionment bill enacted

pursuant to section 1906b, 19Q6c¢c, or 1907 of this title chapter, any five or
more freemen-and-freewomen vowgrs of the State aggrieved by the plan or act
may petition the Supreme Court of V§gmont for review of same.

(b) The sole grounds of review to be §gnsidered by the Supreme Court
shall be that the apportionment plan, or any PRt of it, is unconstitutional or
violates section 1903 of this title chapter.

* % %
* * * Voter Registration * * *
Sec. 5. 17 V.S.A. § 2145a is amended to read:

§ 2145a. REGISTRATIONS AT THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTQR
VEHICLES

(a) An application for, or renewal of, a motor vehicle driver’s licen$ or

nondriver identification card shall serve as a simultaneous application to
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apphication.

(1) TheWepartment of Motor Vehicles shall share its motor vehicle driver’s

license and noMgdriver identification card customer data with the Secretary of

State’s office for tMg Secretary’s use in conducting voter registration and voter

checklist maintenance%ctivities.

Sec. 6. 17 V.S.A. § 2145B%s amended to read:

§ 2145b. VOTER REGISTRAJTON AGENCIES
(a) Each voter registration a8gncy shall:

(1) distribute voter registratiof application forms approved under
section 2145 of this title;

(2) assist applicants in completing vo¥r registration application forms,
unless the applicant refuses such assistance; and

(3) accept completed voter registration applidgtions and transmit
completed applications to the Secretary of State not latdthan 10 days after the
date of acceptance, or before the date of any primary or gergral election,
whichever is sooner.

(b) The Secretary shall promptly transmit applications receivedWgnder this

section to the clerks of the appropriate municipalities.

(c)(1) A voter registration agency shall provide each applicant who doe?
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regqrd to the completion of its own forms, unless the applicant refuses such
assistarige.

(2) §an agency provides services to a person with a disability at
the person’s hoWge, the agency shall provide the services described in
subsection (a) of tifg section at the person’s home.

(d) The Secretary o%State shall designate voter registration agencies that

shall provide qualified app¥gcants for such agency’s services, or qualified

inmates within the custody of the Department of Corrections, with automatic

voter registration as an integrated Ogtion on application forms for services or

benefits provided by those agencies. Pi{or to making any designation under

this subsection, the Secretary of State shall%gonsult with the secretary or

commissioner of each voter registration agencyo determine the feasibility of

integrating automatic voter registration into that vo¥er registration agency’s

normal course of business and to determine a reasonabMg timetable to complete

such integration where the Secretary deems appropriate.

(1) Such designations shall be limited to those voter reMistration

agencies or specific programs administered by such agencies that, ™ the

regular course of such agency’s business, already collect and verify do®aments

necessary to provide proof of an individual’s eligibility to vote under
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(A) publish on his or her official website a list of voter registration

agenci®g designated under this subsection;

BA. specify which programs or services offered by each agency are

included withithe designation; and

(C) estabMsh for each such newly designated agency the date by

which its specified pro%ams or services must comply with requirements of

this subsection.

(3) Following the date'or compliance established by the Secretary for

an agency’s specified programs or $rvices established under subdivision

(2)(C) of this subsection, an applicatioMfor services or benefits and any

change of address form related to those serices or benefits provided by the

agency shall provide and request the following%nformation and shall be in the

form approved by the Secretary of State:

(A) The applicant’s citizenship.

(B) The applicant’s date of birth.

(C) The applicant’s town of legal residence.

(D) The applicant’s street address or a description of the pfsical

location of the applicant’s residence. The description must contain suffcient

information so that the town clerk can determine whether the applicant is a
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(F) The applicant’s e-mail address, which shall be optional to provide.

(W) An application for a designated automatic voter registration agency’s

services sh@ll provide the following statements:

(A) “B%signing and submitting this application, you are authorizing

the Department of Wlotor Vehicles to transmit this application to the Secretary

of State for voter regisation purposes. YOU MAY DECLINE TO

REGISTER. Both the offi® through which you submit this application and

your decision of whether or noWo register will remain confidential and will be

used for voter registration purpose¢only.”

(B) “In order to be registered%o vote, you must: (1) be a U.S.

citizen; (2) be a resident of Vermont; (3) hke taken the voter’s oath; and (4)

be 18 years of age or older. Any person meetii® the requirements of (1)-(3)

who will be 18 vears of age on or before the date o%a general election may

register and vote in the primary election immediately peceding that general

election. Failure to decline to register is an attestation thatou meet the

requirements to vote.”

(e) A voter registration agency that provides services or assistafige in

addition to conducting voter registration that has not been designated b¥%the

Secretary of State to provide automatic voter registration under subsection %
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recqgtification, renewal, or change of address form relating to those services or
assistafige. In addition to the voter registration application form, the agency
shall distriBgte a separate form that includes the following:

k %k %k

(f) The Secretalg of State shall have the authority to audit any voter

registration agency to dgtermine compliance with the requirements of this

section and to require any Wpter registration agency to implement any remedial

measures necessary to ensure c@mpliance with this section. The Secretary of

Administration shall provide the S®&retary of State any assistance that is

necessary to ensure the cooperation of $oter registration agencies in

implementing any remedial measures the retary of State requires under this

subsection.
Sec. 7. 17 V.S.A. § 2150 is amended to read:
§ 2150. REMOVING NAMES FROM CHECKLIST
* % %
(d) Except as provided in subsection (a) of this section, a b&grd of civil
authority shall only remove a name from the checklist in accordan® with the
following procedure:

(1) If the board of civil authority is satisfied that a voter whose
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tak®g.

MA(A)(1) If the board of civil authority does not immediately know that
the voter is'ill qualified to vote in the municipality, the board shall attempt to
determine with $grtainty what the true status of the voter’s eligibility is.

(i1) Thpoard of civil authority may consider and rely upon
official and unofficial p®glic records and documents, including telephone
directories, city directories, Mgwspapers, death certificates, obituary (or other
public notice of death), tax recor®s, and any checklist or checklists showing
persons who voted in any election wiin the last four years.

(iii) The board of civil authofty may also designate one or more
persons to attempt to contact the voter persoriglly.

(B) Any voter whom the board of civil &gthority finds through such
inquiry to be eligible to remain on the checklist shall B retained without
further action being taken.

(C) The name of any voter proven to be deceased sh&l be removed
from the checklist.

(3)(A)(1) If after conducting its inquiry the board of civil authorgy or

town clerk is unable to locate a voter whose name is on the checklist, or if %ge
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theown clerk shall send a written notice to the voter.

(i1) The notice shall be sent by first-class mail to the most recent
known addi§ss of the voter, asking the voter to verify his or her current
eligibility to vot§ in the municipality.

(iii) Th¥notice shall be sent with the required U.S. Postal Service
language for requesting $hange of address information.

(B) Enclosed withWge notice shall be a postage paid pre-addressed
return form on which the voter Mgy reply swearing or affirming the voter’s
current place of residence as the murgipality in question or alternatively
consenting to the removal of the voter’s figme.

(C) The notice required by this subSgction shall also include the
following:

(A)(1) A statement informing the voter that #the voter has not
changed his or her residence, or if the voter has changed g or her residence
but the change was within the area covered by the checklist, ti#g voter should
return the form to the town clerk’s office. The statement shall alsd§nform the
voter that if he or she fails to return the form as provided in this subdiWgion,

written affirmation of the voter’s address shall be required before the votery
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andgber state or another municipality within this State.

If the voter confirms in writing that the voter has changed his or her
residence tON place outside the area covered by the checklist, the board of civil
authority shall ove the voter’s name from the checklist.

(5) In the cas§of voters who failed to respond to the notice sent
pursuant to subdivision 8) of this subsection, the board of civil authority shall
remove the voter’s name frofg the checklist on the day after the second general
election following the date of su8 notice, if the voter has not voted or
appeared to vote in an election since%ge notice was sent or has not otherwise
demonstrated his or her eligibility to rem#%in on the checklist.

(6)(A) Notwithstanding the provisions%f subdivision (5) of this
subsection, if at any time subsequent to removal 3a person’s name from the
checklist, the board determines that the person was st¥, qualified to vote and
that the voter’s name should not have been removed, the Bgard shall add the
person’s name to the checklist as provided in section 2147 of s title chapter.

(B) The provisions of this chapter shall be liberally constged, so that
if there is any reasonable doubt whether a person’s name should have Bgen

removed from the checklist, the person shall have the right to have the
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progeedings under this subchapter for at least two years. These records, except
records%gelating to a person’s decision not to register to vote or to the identity
of the voteregistration agency through which any particular voter registered,
shall be public Mgords and shall be available for inspection and copying at
actual cost. The recyds shall include:

(A)(1) in the cM¢ of each name removed from the checklist, a clear
statement of the reason or rc%ons for which the name was removed;

B)(ii1) in the case of th&updating of the checklist required by
subsection (c) of this section, the wolging copy or copies of the checklist used
in the name by name review conducted t&ascertain continued eligibility to
vote;

(©)(iii) the total number of new registra%ons occurring during the
period between general elections;

MD)(iv) the total number of persons removed frolg the checklist
during the period between general elections; and

(E)(v) lists of the names and addresses of all persons to Whom
notices were sent under this subsection, and information concerning wigther

or not each person to whom a notice was sent responded to the notice as of%he
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withthe Secretary of State by September 20 of each odd-numbered year.
(i1) Upon request of any Superior judge or upon request of the
Secretary of%gtate, the town clerk shall forward a certified copy of the records
of checklist maif¥gnance.
* * * Political Parties * * *
Sec. 8. 17 V.S.A. chapte™¢5 is amended to read:
CHAPTEN45. POLITICAL PARTIES

§ 2301. ORGANIZATION OF OR POLITICAL PARTIES

A major political party shall organiZgbiennially as provided in this chapter.
Neo A person acting on behalf of a major poWgtical party shall not accept any
contribution or make any expenditure (except fOthe purpose of organizing
under this chapter) unless the party has a current cerf§ficate of organization on
file with the Secretary of State.
§ 2302. STATE CHAIR TO CALL CAUCUS

(a) The chair of the State committee of a party shall set a datepr members
of the party to meet in caucus in their respective towns;-which. The d%e shall

be between September 10 and September 30, inclusive, in each odd-numb&ed

Wcu.
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sha¥, mail or electronically mail a notice of the date and purpose of the
caucusg to each town clerk and to each town and county chair of the party.
§ 2303. TG CHAIR TO GIVE NOTICE

(a) The towmMchair or, if unavailable or if the records of the Secretary of
State show there is Mg chair, any three voters of the town shall arrange to hold
a caucus on the day dest§pated by the State chair, in some public place within
the town and shall set the ho%y of the caucus.

(b)(1) At least five days befo¥g the day of the caucus, the town chair shall
post a notice of the date, purpose, tirg, and place of the caucus in the town
clerk’s office and in at least one other pulilic place in town.

(2) Intowns of 3;000 5,000 or more pdgulation, he or she shall also
publish the notice:
(A) in a newspaper having general circulatidi in the town; or

(B) in a nonpartisan electronic news media web§e or online forum

that specializes in news of the State or the community.
(c) If three voters arrange to call the caucus, the voters shall d%gnate one
person among them to perform the duties prescribed in subsection (b) & this

section for the town chair.
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resiling in the town shall meet in caucus and proceed to elect a town
commi¥ee, consisting of such number of voters of the town as the caucus
deems nec&sary, to serve during the following two years or until their
successors are 8lected or appointed.

(2) Addition%] members of a town committee may be elected by the
town committee at any%eeting, and may be eligible to vote on matters before
the town committee at that%peeting or at the next meeting, as determined by
the members of the committee §efore the election.

(b) The voter checklist used by%he caucus shall be the most recent
checklist approved by the board of civijauthority.
§ 2305. FIRST MEETING OF TOWN COMMITTEE

(a)(1) The first meeting of the town commi¥ge shall be held immediately
following adjournment of the caucus.

(2) At this meeting, members of the town comm¥gee shall elect
committee officers and delegates to the county committee.

(b) All officers and other members of the town committee #gd all delegates
to the county committee shall be voters of the town.
§ 2306. PROCEDURE UPON FAILURE TO HOLD CAUCUS

If the voters of the party residing in any town fail to hold a caucus on th
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th&manner provided abeve in sections 2303 through 2305 of this chapter.

Those%goters calling the caucus shall designate one oftheirnumber person

among thcig to perform the duties prescribed abeve in section 2303 for the

town chair. Pp7. CERTIFICATION OF OFFICERS AND COUNTY COMMITTEE
DELEGALES
(a) Within 72 hour§after the caucus, the chair and secretary of the town
committee shall mail subiiit to the Seeretary-of State-and-the chairs of the
State and county committees #gopy of the notice calling the meeting and a

certified list of the names, and ma¥jng addresses, phone numbers, and emails

of the officers and members of the towg committee and of the delegates to the
county committee.
(b) A committee is not considered organiz8 until a certificate of

organization is filed by the State committee with the Secretary of State

pursuant to section 2313 of this chapter. i#tha ed-th&material required by

(c) The Secretary of State shall furnish forms for this purp$§se to the chair
of the State committee of a political party.
§ 2308. COMPOSITION OF COUNTY COMMITTEE

(a) The number of delegates to the county committee that each town
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elogtion; provided that each town caucus shall be entitled to elect at least two
delegatgs.
(b) DeNgates to the county committee shall be voters of the town, but need

not be membefg of the town committee;-they.

(c) Delegates sKall serve during the following for two years following their

election or until their S§ccessors are elected or appointed.
§ 2309. FIRST MEETIN&GOF COUNTY COMMITTEE

(a)(1) The chair of the Stat§committee shall set a date;not-meore-than45
days-after-the-date-of the party’s-cyecuses; for the first meeting of each county
committee.

(2) The State chair shall notify the (gairs of the county committees of
the date of the meeting.

(3)(A) The chair of the county committee sfgll set the hour and place of
the meeting and shall notify all delegates-elect by mailgr electronic mail not
less than 10 days prior to the meeting.

(B) If the chair of the county committee receives notlge that a town
committee within the county has organized 10 or fewer days befor§the date of
the first meeting of the county committee, the chair must shall notify the newly

elected members within 48 hours of receiving notice of the organized towt
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to e¥gct their officers and perfect an organization of the county committee for

the ensufgg two years.

(2) ARyofficers and other members of the county committee and all

delegates to the Sgate committee shall be voters of the county.
§ 2310. ELECTIONWF STATE COMMITTEE

(a)(1) The chair of thddgounty committee shall be a member of the State
committee.

(2) Each county committee $hall be entitled to elect at least two
additional members of the State commMNgee. These delegates need not be
members of the county committee.

(3) If the rules or bylaws of a State comm¥tee provide for
apportionment of additional members of the State cOgmittee to come from the
county, the county committee also shall elect those additlgnal members.

(b) All county committee members and officers and all p&sons elected to
the State committee shall be voters in the county from which they\gre elected.
(c) County committee members and delegates to the State commit¥ge shall

serve for the-following two years following their election or until their




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE S.107
2019 Page 24 of 128

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

(a) Wgthin 72 hours of the first meeting of the county committee, its chair

and secretarfshall mail submit to the-Secretary-of State-and the chair of the

State committee¥, copy of the notice calling the meeting and a certified list of

the names, and mailfMgg addresses, phone numbers, and emails of the officers

of the county committee%gnd of the members elected by the county committee
to the State committee.
(b) A committee is not consid@gred organized until a certificate of

organization is filed by the State con®ittee with the Secretary of State

pursuant to section 2313 of this chapter. #ha ed-the material required by

(c) The Secretary of State shall prescribe and Ygrnish forms for this
purpose.
§ 2312. FIRST MEETING OF THE STATE COMMIT

(a) The chair of the State committee shall name an hour afg place of

meeting on-a-day-notless-than nor-more-than30-days-after the Yay-se

the first meeting of the county committee-of the party, at which time the
members-elect of the State committee shall meet and perfect an organizatiq of
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Jate committee in writing, at least seven ten days before the day set for the
meetigg.
§ 2313. YLING OF CERTIFICATE OF ORGANIZATION

(a)(1) hin 10 days after the first meeting of the State committee of a
party, the chair 8yd secretary shall file in the office of the Secretary of State a
certificate stating thathe party has completed its organization for the ensuing
two years and has substafgtially complied with the provisions of this chapter.

(2) However, no Statdgommittee shall be eligible to file a certificate of

organization unless it has town mittees organized in at least 30 towns in
this State and county committees or@gnized in at least seven counties by
January 1 of the year of the general electipn.

(b) The certificate of organization shall:

(1) set forth the names, and mailing addré§ges, phone numbers, and

emails of the officers and members of the State comMWgittee, together with the
counties that they represent—It-shall-alse;

(2) contain a listing of the towns and counties in which committees have

organized

(3) designate, in not more than three words, the name by whi®g the

party shall be identified on any Australian ballot; and shall

4 av= lnln.l‘ln 9 ava a l‘ll‘ 9 l. I‘ll“l.
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be-taken-By-secret-written-ballot. [Repealed. |
§ 2317. VOTERS®YOT TO PARTICIPATE IN MORE THAN ONE PARTY
Ne A voter shall vote in the-biennial a town, county, or State caucus of

more than one party in theame year twelve-month period, nor shall any voter

simultaneously hold membersIfp on the committees of more than one political

party.

§ 2319. PARTY CONVENTIONS FOR PRATFORMS AND
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS
On or before the fourth Tuesday in September My each even-numbered year,
upon the call of the chair of the State committee of thc¥garty, a party platform
convention of each organized political party shall be held t§ make and adopt

the platform of the party. Inpresidential years-the conventioghall be the
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[T A D LD _A4Q NIOAATIN]A A

Subchapter 1. Primary Elections
* % %
§ 2353. PE'NTIONS TO PLACE NAMES ON BALLOT
(a) The namcNf any person shall be printed upon the primary ballot as a
candidate for nomind§on by any major political party for any the office
indicated, if petitions a p&ition containing the requisite number of signatures
made by registered voters, inWubstantially the following form, are is filed with
the proper official, together with ¥ge person’s written consent to having his or

her name printed on the ballot:

(b)(1) A person’s name shall not be listed 8 a candidate on the primary
ballot of more than one party in the same election!

(2) A single petition shall contain only one offi® for which a person

seeks to be a candidate.

(3) A person shall file a separate petition for each officc¥or which he or
she seeks to be a candidate.

% %k %k

§ 2368. CANVASSING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

A o bho N aryz olo on avaVa aVa
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statdyyide public questions shall meet at 10 a.m. one week after the day of the
election?

(2) Thg canvassing committee for county offices and, countywide public
questions, and S¥gte Senator shall meet at 10 a.m. on the third day following
the election.

(3) The canvassig committees for local offices and, local public
questions, inclading and Sta% Representative; shall meet at 10 a.m. on the day
after the election, except that in'Wge case of canvassing committees for State
Representative in multi-town repres®gtative districts, the committees shall
meet at 10 a.m. on the third day after th&glection.

§ 2369. DETERMINING WINNER; TIE WTES

(a) A person who receives a plurality of all thg votes cast by a party in a
primary shall be a candidate of that party for the offle designated on the
ballot.

(b)(1) If, after the period for requesting a recount under $gction 2602 of
this title has expired, no candidate has requested a recount and tWpo or more

candidates of the same party are tied for the same office, or if the reSylts of

any recount result in a tie the choice among those tied shall be determindg

upon five days’ notice and not later than 10 days following the primary

CICCUOIT DY tIC CO cC Ol Uuldl pdrty, w d cCl LO TIO
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cdididate shall be as follows:

(A) the State committee of a party for a State or congressional office;

(M) the senatorial district committee for State Senate;

(C) tRg county committee for county office; or

(D) the rdgresentative district committee for a Representative to the
General Assembly.

(2) The committee chgir shall certify the candidate nomination for the
general election to the SecretarWgof State within 48 hours of the nomination.
* % %

§ 2370. WRITE-IN CANDIDATES

(a)(1) In order to have votes counted for% write-in candidate under section

2587 of this title, not later than 5:00 p.m. on theecond Friday preceding the

primary election, a write-in candidate shall file with'%e Secretary of State a

form consenting to candidacy for office. The consent foMn shall set forth the

name of the write-in candidate, the name of the office for wh¥gh he or she

consents to be a candidate, the candidate’s town of residence, and%his or her

correct mailing address.

(2) The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish forms for this
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shd

%) has complied with subsection (a) of this section; and

(2) Mceives at least one-half the number of votes as the number of
signatures reqied for his or her office on a primary petition, except that if a
write-in candidate%gceives more votes than a candidate whose name is printed
on the ballot, he or shnay qualify as a primary winner.

b)(c) The write-in can®§jdate who qualifies as a primary winner under this
section must still be determine®&a winner under section 2369 of this chapter

before he or she becomes the partyg candidate in the general election.

*

% %k Xk

Subchapter 3. IndependerCandidates
§ 2401. APPLICABILITY OF SUBCHAPTER
(a)(1) A person may be nominated and have his or Rer name printed on the

general election ballot for any office as an independent carfflidate by filing a

consent similar in form to the consent prescribed by section 2 of this title
chapter and a statement of nomination with the Secretary of State.

(2) A person may be nominated as an independent candidate un®er this

subchapter so long as the person does not also file a primary petition for t
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ele®@ion if the person had his or her name printed on the primary election

ballot & the office but was defeated in the primary.

(b) In ti§case of a nomination for justice of the peace, the consent form
and statement ofpomination shall be filed with the town clerk.
§ 2402. REQUISITYS OF STATEMENT

* % %

(b)(1) To constitute a val%g nomination, a statement shall contain signatures
of voters qualified to vote in an dection for the office in question, equal in
number to at least:

(A) for presidential and vice pr&idential offices, 1,000;

(B) for State and congressional offidgs, 500;

(C) for county officers or State Senatorsi100;

(D) for Representative to the General Assenigly, 50;

(E) for justice of the peace, 30 or one percent of%he legal voters of

the municipality, whichever is less.

(d)(1) A statement of nomination and a completed and signed cons&§t form

shall be filed:



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE S.107
2019 Page 32 of 128

thefourth Monday in April and not later than 5:00 p.m. on the Thursday

precedMe Friday following the primary election prescribed by section 2351 of

this chaptelyand not later than 5:00 p.m. efthethird-day prierte on the day-of

Friday followiMg a special primary election.

k %k %k

SubBghapter 4. Miscellaneous Provisions

k %k %k

§ 2412a. INCOMPATIBLE ORFICES; CHOICE OF CANDIDACY

(a) A candidate who has been Wglidly nominated by one of the methods

prescribed in this chapter for two or m@e offices that are incompatible under

Vt. Const. Ch. II, § 54 shall be required to%ghoose the one incompatible office

for which he or she will be a candidate. A perSn may be a candidate for only

one incompatible office.

(b)(1) Such a candidate shall notify the Secretary 0& State of the

candidate’s choice on or before 5:00 p.m. on the tenth day%ollowing the

rimary.

(2) If a candidate fails to notify the Secretary by that deadlifg¢, the

Secretary shall provide on the ballot that the person is a candidate for We first

incompatible office named in the list set forth in Vt. Const. Ch. II, § 54 fo¥
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§ Z314. CANDIDATES FOR STATE AND LEGISLATIVE OFFICE;

DISCLOSURE FORM

(d)(1) A serorial district clerk or representative district clerk who
receives a disclosurgform under this section shall forward a copy of the
disclosure to the Secret®gy of State within three business days of receiving it.

(2)(A) The Secretary®gf State shall post a copy of any disclosure forms
and tax returns he or she receiv@ under this section on his or her official State

website. The forms shall remain po¥ed on the Secretary’s website until the

date of the filing deadline for petition aMg consent forms for major party

candidates for the statewide primary in the M§llowing election cycle.

% %k %k

* # * Election Complaint Procedtige * * *
Sec. 10. 17 V.S.A. § 2458 is amended to read:
§ 2458. COMPLAINT PROCEDURE
(a)(1) The Secretary of State shall adopt rules to establish a Bgiform and
nondiscriminatory complaint procedure to be used by any person wilg believes
that a violation of this title or any other provision of Title HH-of United-S§ate

Public Law 107252 52 U.S.C. chapter 209, subchapter 11l (Uniform and
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wich a candidate for federal office appears on the ballot.

bW For purposes of this section, “complaint” shall mean a statement in
writing nigde by a voter stating, with particularity, the violation, notarized, and
sworn or affifgped under penalty of perjury.

(c) The SecreWyry’s rules shall provide for an informal proceeding to hear
complaints for all cofyplainants unless a formal hearing is requested. Formal
complaints held pursuantWp this section shall be in conformance with the rules
adopted by the Secretary.

(d) Any decision of the Secre may be appealed to the Superior Court in
the county where the individual resid8.

* * * Conduct of Blections * * *
Sec. 11. 17 V.S.A. § 2473 is amended to read
§ 2473. PROVISIONS RELATIVE TO PRESID{NTIAL ELECTION
* % %

(c)(1) If a candidate whose name is not printed on the¥allot receives the
greatest number of votes for President, the Secretary of Statehall notify him
or her of that fact, and within two weeks thereafter, the candidate%hall file
with the Secretary of State, a list of freemen-and-freewomen voters e@gal to

the number of electors that the State is entitled to elect. The list shall be
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in Mys title.
Sec. 1% 17 V.S.A. § 2474 is amended to read:

§ 2474. CIRQICE OF PARTY
(a)(1) A pyrson nominated by any means for the same office by more than

one political partfgmay shall elect, not later than 5:00 p.m. on the tenth day
following the primaryelection, the party er-partiesin for which the nominee

will be a candidate. A pe¥on may only be a candidate for one political party.

The nominee shall notify in Wigting the Secretary of State or town clerk, as the
case may be, of such choice by th¥ deadline, and only the party er-parties that
the nominee so elects shall be printed%ext to the nominee’s name on the
ballot.

(2) If the nominee does not notify the S§¢retary of State or the town
clerk of his or her choice of party, the Secretary oRState shall print on the

ballot these-parties next to the nominee’s name by-listiye the first party that

would apply as set forth in this order:

(A) the major political party for which the nominee Mgd his or her
name printed on the ballot in the primary;
(B) any the major political parties party that nominated the n§ninee

by the party committee, in the order in which the nominations were submitfégd

o o o
U uiv uuuxuu,u_y vVl otdaiv,
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rec§gved write-in votes, in an order from highest to lowest vote counts; and
(D) any the minor political parties party that nominated the nominee
by party cOfgnmittee, in the order in which the nominations were submitted to

the Secretary d§State.

(b)()—Acandidgte

O
O
(€5

counted-asprovidedin-subdivision(a of this-secti- [Repealed. |
Sec. 13. 17 V.S.A. § 2508 is amended to read:

§ 2508. CAMPAIGNING DURING POLLING HOURS; VO], ER ACCESS
(a)(1) The presiding officer shall ensure during polling houton the day of

the election that:
(A) within the building containing a polling place, no campaifg

literature, stickers, buttons, name stamps, information on write-in candidatdg,
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oulor allowed to remain;

(B) within the building containing a polling place, no candidate,
election offycial, or other person distributes election materials, solicits voters
regarding an 1 or candidate on the ballot, or otherwise campaigns; and

(C) on th§walks and driveways leading to a building in which a
polling place is locate@no candidate or other person physically interferes with
the progress of a voter to Md from the polling place.

(2) The provisions of sugdivision (1) of this subsection shall apply to

the town clerk’s office during any Weriod of early or absentee voting.

(b) During polling hours, the presi®ng officer shall control the placement
of signs on the property of the polling plad§in a fair manner.

(c) The provisions of this section shall be Pgsted in the notice required by
section 2521 of this title chapter.

* # * Early or Absentee Voters *% *
Sec. 14. 17 V.S.A. chapter 51, subchapter 6 is amended tOégead:
Subchapter 6. Early or Absentee Voters

§ 2531. APPLICATION FOR EARLY VOTER ABSENTEE BAN.OT

(a) Deadline to file.

(1)(A) A voter who expects to be an early or absentee voter, or an
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daWpreceding the election.

%)(B) If a town clerk does not have regular office hours on the day
before the §ection and his or her office will not otherwise be open on that day,
an application Wgay be filed until the closing of the clerk’s office on the last day
that office has houl§ preceding the election.

(2)(A) In cases & emergency, including unanticipated illness or injury,

at his or her discretion the Wwn clerk may accept a request for an absentee

ballot after the deadline set fortg in subdivision (1) of this subsection.

(B) In such cases of emeMgency, the ballot may be mailed,

electronically delivered, or delivered b%two justices of the peace as set forth

in subsection 2539(b) of this subchapter.

(b) Place of filing.

(1) All applications shall be filed with the tO%n clerk of the town in
which the early or absentee voter is registered to vote.

(2) The town clerk shall file written applications anynemoranda of
verbal applications in his or her office, and shall retain the app¥gations and
memoranda for 90 days following the election, at which time they ¥gay be
destroyed.

(c) Australian ballot. Voting by early voter absentee ballot shall be allo%ed
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FORM; DUPLICATES

(2)MAuthorized applicants.

(1)(A) An early or absentee voter, or an authorized family member or
health care prdyider acting in the voter’s behalf, may apply for an early voter
absentee ballot by%elephone, in person, or in writing. “Family member” here
means a person’s spoue, children, brothers, sisters, parents, spouse’s parents,
grandparents, and spouse $grandparents.

(B) Any other autholgzed person may apply in writing or in person;
provided, however, that voter autlfgrization to such a person shall not be given
by response to a robotic phone call.

(b)2) Form of application.

(1) The application shall be in substant®ly the following form:
REQUEST FOR EARLY VOTER ABSE{NTEE BALLOT

Name of early or absentee voter:

Voter’s Town of Residence:

Current physical address (address where you reside):

Telephone Number: E-mail Address:

Date:
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(2) All other local elections;
(3 August Primary Election;
(4) Pr&idential Primary (YOU MUST SELECT PARTY);
(5) Noven¥ger General Election;
(6) All electiofg in this calendar year.
Please deliver the ball®(s) as indicated below (check one):

(1) Malil to voter at:

Street § P.O. Box Town/City State Zip Code
(2) Delivery by two Justices of%he Peace (this may only be selected if
you are ill erifyou, injured, or Wave a physical disability).
If applicant is other than early or abSgntee voter:

Name of applicant:

Address of applicant:

Relationship to early or absentee voter:

Organization, if applicable:

Date: Signature of applicant:

3)(2) If the application is made by telephone or in writing, the

information supplied must shall be in substantial conformance with the

i fenmationsacuastad andhic fara



10
11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE S.107
2019 Page 41 of 128

o
(D]
o
D
>
D]
D]
o
D]

(c) Simultaneous voter registratign.
(1) If a person makes a simultdgeous request to register to vote and to

apply for an early voter absentee ballot oMif the request for an early voter

absentee ballot is made for a person who is n® yet registered, and the request

isreceived-by-the town clerk receives the requestWyrior to the deadline for

requesting to apply for early voter absentee ballots se®forth in section 2531 of
this ehapter subchapter, the town clerk shall mail a blank Woter registration
application fer-addition-to-the-checklist, together with a full s&of early voter
absentee ballots, to that person.

(2) An official federal postcard application shall suffice as a

simultaneous application to register to vote and for an early voter absented
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A) _All such voter registration applications for-addition to the
ch@klist that are returned to the town clerk before the close of the polls on

electiofday shall be considered and acted upon by the board of civil authority
before the $allots are counted.

(B) &he voter registration application is approved and the voter’s

name added to the§hecklist, the early voter absentee ballots cast by that voter
shall be treated as otheWyvalid early voter absentee ballots.

(d) Application timefrd¥ge.

(1) An application for afgearly voter absentee ballot shall be valid for
the elections or the time frame spedfied by the applicant.
e)(2) A single application shall on¥g be valid for any elections within the

same calendar year.

B2

>

D
)
D)
)
QO
€
)}
o}

(g)(e) Duplicate early voter absentee ballots.

(1D)(A) The town clerk may, upon application, issue a dufglicate early
voter absentee ballot if the original ballot is not received by the votgr within a
reasonable period of time after mailing.

(B) The application may be made by a person entitled to apply fOfan



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE S.107
2019 Page 43 of 128

th&original ballot.

W) If a duplicate early voter absentee ballot is issued and both the
duplicate ald original early voter absentee ballots are received before the close
of the polls on ®ection day, the ballot with the earlier postmark shall be
counted.

(h)(f) Unauthorized %gplicants.

(1) Any person who afplies for an early voter absentee ballot knowing
the person is without authorizati®ig from the early or absentee voter shall be
fined not more than $100.00 per viol3on for the first three violations; not
more than $500.00 per violation for the fOyrth through ninth violations; and
not more than $1,000.00 per violation for the %nth and subsequent violations.

(2) The Attorney General or a State’s Attormgy, whenever he or she has
reason to believe any person to be or to have been in vi§lation of this
provision, shall conduct a civil investigation in accordance %ith the procedures

set forth in section 2904 of this title.

§ 2537. EARLY OR ABSENTEE VOTING IN THE TOWN CLERK”
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for%e early voter absentee ballots and envelopes ratherthan-having them

edWsreguired-b

2) his case, the clerk shall furnish the early voter absentee ballots

and envelopes When a valid application has been made, or at such time as the

clerk receives the baklots, whichever comes first.

(3) The voter ma¥y
(A) mark his or héballots, place them in the envelope, sign the
certificate, and return the ballotS\§n the envelope containing the certificate to
the town clerk or an assistant town c¥%rk without leaving the office of the town
clerks; or the-votermay
(B) take the ballots and return thengo the town clerk in the same
manner as if the ballots had been received by ma

(b) Ne-persons;execept Except for justices of the p8gce as provided in

section 2538 of this subchapter, may a person shall not ta%e any ballot from

the town clerk on behalf of any other person.
§ 2538. DELIVERY OF BALLOTS BY JUSTICES OF THE PF{CE
(a)(1) In the case of persons who are early or absentee voters due ¥ illness,

injury, or physieal disability, ballots shall be delivered in the following
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ele®ronically delivered.

Not later than three days prior to the election, the board of civil
authority o upon request of the board, the town clerk, shall designate in pairs
justices of the Mgace in numbers sufficient to deliver early voter absentee
ballots to the appli8gnts for early voter absentee ballots who have stated in

their applications that 8¢y are unable to vote in person at the polling place due

to illness, injury, or physic# disability but-wheo-havenetrequested-in-their

applica hat-early voter-ab¥entee ballots be mailed-to-them. No A pair
shall not consist of two justices fro%g the same political party.

(3) If there shall not be availabl&a sufficient number of justices to make
up the required number of pairs, a membe™f each remaining pair shall be
designated by the board, to be selected from 1i%s of registered voters submitted
by the chairs of the town committees of political p&ties, and from among
registered voters who in written application to the boay state that they are not
affiliated with any political party.

(4) Ne A candidate or spouse, parent, or child of a candWgate shall not
be eligible to perform the duties prescribed by this section unless the candidate
involved is not disqualified by section 2456 of this title chapter from ing

as an election official. This-shallnotpreventa-candidatefor-a-districtoffile

. : etoeamiammatisomdiote:
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sulgection shall be fixed by the board of civil authority and shall be paid by
the towg.

(6) e justices may, but shall not be required to, deliver ballots outside

of the town.

(b)(1) The towkclerk shall divide the list of applicants who have an illness,
injury, or physical disdgility into approximately as many equal parts as there
are pairs of justices so des¥gnated, having regard to the several parts of the
town in which the applicants gy be found.

(2) As soon as early voter a§gentee ballots are available, the clerk shall
deliver to each pair of justices one pargof the list, together with early voter
absentee ballots and envelopes for each apglicant.

(3) When justices receive ballots and ergelopes prior to election day,
they shall receive only the ballots and envelopes tRgy are assigned to deliver
on that day.

(c)(1) Each pair of justices on the days they are assign8d to deliver the
ballots and envelopes shall call upon each of the early or abseMgee voters
whose name appears on the part of the list furnished to them and Sgall deliver
early voter absentee ballots and envelopes to each early or absentee vder.

(2) The early or absentee voter shall then proceed to mark the ballo
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blMd or physically unable to mark his or her ballet ballots, they may be

marke®by one of the justices in full view of the other.

§ 2539. MAILING DELIVERY OF EARLY VOTER ABSENTEE
BALBROTS: VOTERS WHO ARE PERMANENTLY DISABLED

(a) Default; towgn office or mail.

(1) Unless Excopt as provided in subsections (b) and (c) of this section,

unless the early or absente§voter votes in the town clerk’s office as set forth in

section 2537 of this subchaptely er-unless-thejustices-are-to-deliver-the-early

-absentee-voter; the town clerk shall
provide to the early or absentee voter Who comes to the town clerk’s office a
complete set of early voter absentee ballot§or mail a complete set of early
voter absentee ballots to each early or absentedoter for whom a valid
application has been filed.

(2) The early voter absentee ballots shall be ma¥gd forthwith upon the
filing of a valid application, or upon the town clerk’s recefy¢ of the necessary
ballots, whichever is later.

(b) Voters who are ill, injured, or have a disability. In the case%gf persons

who are early or absentee voters due to illness, injury, or physical disaWlity, if

the voter or authorized person requests in his or her application or otherwi¥
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cle@ronically deliver the ballots; otherwise the ballots shall be delivered to

such-vo¥rs the voter by justices of the peace as set forth in section 2538 of this

subchapter. §n-the case-of all-other-early or-absentee voters; the town-cle

(c) Military or overscg voters.

(1) Early voter absente§ballots te for military or overseas voters shall
be sent air mail, first class, postpal when such service is available, or they

may be sent-by-email electronically deWyered when requested by the voter.

(2)(A) The town clerk’s office shall % open on the 46th day before any
election that includes a federal office and the to%n clerk shall send on or
before that day all absentee ballots to any military d%overseas voter who
requested an early voter absentee ballot on or before thalday.

(B) On that day the town clerk shall complete any Mgporting
requirements and any other responsibilities regarding the mailing¥gf early
voter absentee ballots to military or overseas voters, as directed by the

Secretary of State.
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enWelopes printed instructions, which may be included on the envelope, in
substafgially the following form:

STRUCTIONS FOR EARLY OR ABSENTEE VOTERS
1. Mark the b&lots.
2. Place them in thgs envelope.
3. Fill out and sign th&gertificate on the envelope.
4. Mail or deliver the env8ope containing the ballots to the town clerk of the
town where you are a registerdy voter in time to arrive not later than election
day.

Note: If these ballots have bec brought to you personally by two
justices of the peace because of your illnesy injury or physieal disability, just
return them to the justices after you have signd the envelope. YOU HAVE
THE RIGHT TO MARK YOUR BALLOTS IN PRIVATE - but if you ask for
help in filling out the ballots, they will give it to you.

BE SURE TO FILL OUT AND SIGN THE CERTIFICATS ON THIS
ENVELOPE OR YOUR VOTE WILL NOT COUNT!

(b) In the case of early absentee voting in a primary, the instru8ons shall
also include appropriate instructions prepared by the Secretary of Stat&for

separating and depositing unvoted ballots in a separate envelope provided §nd

ALK EOl () v DLIEDOSE
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An early or absentee voter to whom ballots, envelopes, and instructions
are margd shall mark the ballots in accordance with the instructions.

(b) Whg an-early absentee-voteris-blind-orisphysically-unable to£

A person who gives assi¥ance to a voter in the marking or registering of
ballots shall not in any way &vulge any information regarding the choice of
the voter or the manner in whichhe voter’s ballot was cast.

(c) If an early or absentee voter migkes an error in marking a ballot, the
voter may return that ballot by mail or infgerson to the town clerk and receive

another ballot, consistent with the provisions§f section 2568 of this title

chapter.

§ 2547. DEFECTIVE BALLOTS

(a) Ifupon examination by the election officials it shall apfgar that any of
the following defects is present, either the ballot or the unopened Sgrtificate
envelope shall be marked “defective” and the ballot shall not be count&:

(1) the identity of the early or absentee voter cannot be determined;
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retudged a ballot in the same election;

(4) thegrtificate is not signed;
(5) the voteMpallot is not in the certificate envelope; or
(6) in the case of §primary vote, the early or absentee voter has failed to
return the unvoted primary b%}lots.
(b) Each defective ballot or uiypened certificate envelope shall be:
(1) affixed with a note from the Wgesiding officer indicating the reason it
was determined to be defective;
(2) placed with other such defective ballot%in an envelope marked
“Defective Ballots - Voter Checked Off Checklist - D&Not Count’; and
(3) returned in that envelope to the town clerk in thé%ganner prescribed
by section 2590 of this title chapter.
(c) The provisions of this section shall be indicated prominently Mthe

early or absentee voter material prepared by the Secretary of State.
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Se®15. 17 V.S.A. § 2568 is amended to read:
§ 25688 REMOVING BALLOTS FROM POLLING PLACE;
RRPLACEMENT;BEANK; AND UNUSED BALLOTS
(a) RemoviNg ballots from polling place. A person shall not take or
remove a ballot fro%g the polling place before the close of the polls.

(b) Replacement ba¥fots.

(c) Unused ballots. Ballotsgriginally delivered to the presiding officer that
remain undistributed to the voters gall be preserved and returned to the town

clerks, and the-clerk-shall preserve theMgin-such-conditionunless-called

O hott entitled o-demanad-and eces o hem A o 00_ds
O O y o—C atHHO—Hd y 0 Gty

date-the-election-is-held following the election,%hey may be destroyed or

distributed by the town clerk for educational purpo¥gs or for any other purpose
the town clerk deems appropriate.

Sec. 16. 17 V.S.A. § 2587 is amended to read:

§ 2587. RULES FOR COUNTING VOTES

% %k %k

(e)(1) In Except as provided in this subsection, in the case of “writc§n”

votes, the act of writing in the name of a candidate, or pasting a label
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didWgot fill in the square or oval after the name.

W(A) A vote for a write-in candidate shall be counted as blank, unless

the write-irkcandidate filed with the Secretary of State not later than 5:00 p.m.

on the second Mgiday preceding the general election a form consenting to

candidacy for that &fice. The consent form shall set forth the name of the

candidate, the name of'%he office for which he or she consents to be a

candidate, the candidate’s f§wn of residence, and his or her correct mailing

address.

(B) The Secretary of Stat@&shall prepare and furnish forms for this

purpose.

(3) The election officials counting b&lots and tallying results shall only

list every-person those write-in candidates who%eeeives received a “write-in”

vote and who complied with subdivision (2) of thiSgubsection, and the number

of votes received.

(A) On each tally sheet, the counters shall add to@gther the names of
candidates that are clearly the same person, even though a nickame or last
name is used.

(B) Names of fictitious or deceased persons shall not be liste(jand

shall be recorded on the tally sheet as a blank vote.
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n election for federal office, statewide office, county office, or
State Senator, 1§the difference between the number of votes cast for a winning
candidate and the n§gnber of votes cast for a losing candidate is two percent or
less of the total votes ca¥¢ for all the candidates for an office, divided by the
number of persons to be elc§ted, that losing candidate shall have the right to
have the votes for that office re@gunted.

(2) In an election for State R&gresentative, if the difference between the
number of votes cast for a winning cand¥gdate and the number of votes cast for
a losing candidate is five percent or less of the total votes cast for all the

candidates for an office, divided by the number & persons to be elected, that

subchapter 3 of this title.
Sec. 18. 17 V.S.A. § 2602k is amended to read:

§ 2602k. RECOUNT TIES
(a)(1) If a recount of a primary election results in a tie, the provisions

1510191915 108 oA v A RO AV 28 E 905 Lo 3 1 S
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shaMynot be held, and the question shall be certified not to have passed.

3NIf the a recount of a general election results in a tie, the provisions of

this section sIWll apply, and the court shall order a runoff election to be held,

within three weeksWf the recount, on a date set by the court.

(b) The only candid¥gs who shall appear on the ballot at the runoff
election shall be those who tfgd in the previous election.

(c) The runoff election shall b&gconsidered a separate election for the

purpose of voter registration under chafgger 43 of this title.

(d) he recount-confirms-a-tie-a

[Repealed.]

(e) Warnings for a runoff election shall be posted as re§red by subchapter
5 of this chapter, except that the warnings shall be posted not leSgthan 10 days
before the runoff election.

(f) The conduct of a runoff election shall be as provided in this chapteWgor
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PRESENTATIVE
(a) If aacancy occurs in the office of U.S. Senator or U.S. Representative,

proclamation shall $gecify a day for the special election and a day for a special
primary, pursuant to sedon 2352 of this title.
(b) The special election'$hall be held not more than three six months
from the date the vacancy occumy except that if the vacancy occurs within
six months of a general election, thdgpecial election may be held the same day

as the general election so long as the baMgts for the special election are able to

be distributed by the deadline set forth in se@ion 2479 of this title.

* #* Local Elections *
Sec. 20. 17 V.S.A. § 2681 is amended to read:

§ 2681. NOMINATIONS; PETITIONS; CONSENTS
(a)(1)(A) Nominations of the municipal officers shall Bg by petition. The

petition shall be filed with the municipal clerk, together with tHg endorsement,
if any, of any party or parties in accordance with the provisions of %ais title, not
later than 5:00 p.m. on the sixth Monday preceding the day of the electign,

which shall be the filing deadline.
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Sec. 21. 17 V.S.A. § 2g81a is amended to read:

§ 2681a. LOCAL ELECTSON BALLOTS
(a)(1) Ballets Except as {govided in subdivision (2) of this subsection,

ballots for local officers and loc&, public questions shall be prepared at town
expense, under the direction of the t§wvn clerk, not later than 20 days before
the local election.

(2) If alocal election is being held orthe same day as a statewide

primary or general election, excluding the presiential primary, ballots for that

local election shall be prepared at town expense, unt@er the direction of the

town clerk, not later than 46 days before the local elect

(3) These Local election ballots may be any color an%the printing shall
be black; in other respects, they shall conform as nearly as may¥ge practicable
to the form of the consolidated ballot in chapter 51, subchapter 2 ofghis title,
except as otherwise provided in this section.

(b)(1) On the local election ballot, the candidate’s name shall appear as
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carlidate, or the town of residence of each candidate, or no residence at all for
each cydidate.

(c) Ne N political party or other designation shall not be listed unless the
municipal chargr provides for such listing, the town has voted at an earlier
election to provideMgch a listing or, in the absence of previous consideration
of the question by the (§wn, the legislative body decides to permit listing. If
political party or other dest§nations are permitted, ne a candidate shall not use
the name of a political party wlgse certificate of organization has been filed
properly with the Secretary of Stat&unless the candidate has been endorsed by
a legally called town caucus of that polgical party for the office in question. In
any event, the candidate must still file the Pgtition and consent form required
by section 2681 of this title chapter.

(d) The names of candidates for the same officdbut for different terms of
service, shall be arranged in groups according to the leMgth of their respective
terms.

(e) Public questions shall be written in the form of a questi®g, with boxes
indicating a choice of “yes” and “no” directly under or to the right %de of the
public question. Ne A public question shall not pass unless a majority §f the

votes, excluding blank and overvotes, is cast in favor of the proposition.
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CHAPTER 37. TOWN, CITY, OR VILLAGE MANAGERS

§ 1241. PERITION; WARNING
When voters\in number equal to five percent of the legal registered voters

in town, petition thégelectboard therefor in writing to adopt or rescind the

town manager form of g§vernance, the warning for the annual or special

meeting which that shall be 8glled upon such petition shall contain an article in

substantially the following form%¢t forth in section 1243 of this chapter:—“Te

§ 1243. METHOD OF VOTING

When-the-question-of the-adoption-orrejection-of A toWh may vote at an

annual or special meeting to adopt or rescind the provisions oféhis chapter is

submitted to-a-meeting wherein-the-Australian-ballot system-is-use¥.for the

election-of officers;there. A vote on the question shall be printed-upofthe

# in substantially
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(1113
A

towlg manager form of governance in accordance with the provisions of

chapte™37 of Title 24 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated and-authorize-the

?”

* % Campaign Financ§ Reporting Dates * * *

Sec. 23. 17 V.S.A. § 2964 is amended to rdgd:

§ 2964. CAMPAIGN REPORTS; CANDIDAT,S FOR STATE OFFICE,
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AND COBNTY OFFICE;
POLITICAL COMMITTEES; POLITICAL PARTIES

(a)(1) Each candidate for State office, the General Asscigbly, or a two-
year-term county office who has rolled over any amount of surflus into his or
her new campaign or who has made expenditures or accepted conti¥putions
of $500.00 or more during the two-year general election cycle and, excqpt as

provided in subsection (b) of this section, each political committee that hasWgot
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theMgecretary of State campaign finance reports as follows:
(A) 1in the first year of the two-year general election cycle, on
July 15 1; 3gd
(B) iMghe second year of the two-year general election cycle:
(1) on Mdarch 15;
(i1) on JulS 1 and August 15 1;
(i11) on Septen¥ger 1;
(iv) on October 1,%Qctober 15, and the Friday before the general
election; and
(v) two weeks after the geMgral election.

(2) Each candidate for a four-year-tn county office who has rolled
over any amount of surplus into his or her new%ampaign or who has made
expenditures or accepted contributions of $500.00 & more during the four-
year general election cycle shall file with the Secretary®f State campaign
finance reports as follows:

(A) in the first three years of the four-year general eldgtion cycle, on
July 15 1; and
(B) in the fourth year of the four-year general election cycle:

(1) on March 15;
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iv) on October 1, October 15, and the Friday before the general
election; and

(v) two weeks afte eneral election.
* # * Effective Date * * *

Sec. 24. EFFECTIVE DATE

SecN, 17 V.S.A. chapter 32 is amended to read:

CHAPER 32. PUBLICATION AND RATIFICATION OF ARTICLES OF
AMENDMENT TO VERMONT CONSTITUTION

% %k ok

§ 1842. TIME OF V&ING; WARNING

(a) The people shall Dagssembled for the purpose of voting on the article
of amendment in their respe®™ge towns and cities at the same time and place
as for the general election, o e first Tuesday after the first Monday in
November, in even-numbered yearsSgnd the warning for each meeting shall
contain an article, in substance as foll0

“To see if the freemen-and-freewomen vo will vote to accept or reject the

proposed article of amendment to the ConstituiMg of Vermont.”

(b) The omission of that article from the warnimg shall not invalidate nor

affect the vote on the proposed article of amendmen®yand the freemen—and
freewomen voters of each town or city shall vote on the Mcle of amendment
whether the warning contains the foregoing article or not.

§ 1843. PROCESS OF VOTING; MAKING RETURNS, CONDUROF
MEETINGS

(a)(1) At those meetings the freemen—andfreewomen voters may volhy
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sion 2680 of this title.

(M, The board of civil authority shall, in open meeting, receive, sort, and
count Wge votes of the freemen-and-freewomen voters for and against the article
of amen®gnent and the result shall be declared by the presiding officer. That
result shalpe recorded by the clerk of the town or city and true returns thereof
shall be md¥e, sealed up and sent by the clerk by mail or otherwise to the
Secretary of SMgte as provided in section 2588 of this title.

(c) The balloXpoxe ption-ofvotes polls for voting on the article

of amendment shd{ be epened—emd—s-h&ll—elese open as provided in section
2561 of this title.

§ 1844. PUBLICATIONIN NEWSPAPERS AND ON STATE WEBSITES;
BALLOTS

(a)(1) The Secretary of Xgte shall, between September 25 and October 1 in
any year in which a vote on Wtification of an article of amendment is taken,
prepare copies of the propos® of amendment and forward them, with a
summary of proposed changes, Wr publication in at least two newspapers
having general circulation in the St®¥ge, as determined by the Secretary of State.

(2) The proposal shall be sMpublished once each week for three
successive weeks in each of the papers ¥ the expense of the State and on the
websites of the General Assembly and the ®Qffice of the Secretary of State.

(b) The Secretary of State shall cause bd¥ots to be prepared for a vote by
the freemen—and—freewomen voters of theWState upon the proposal of

amendment.

§ 1845. QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS; CHECK§JSTS, BOOTHS,
CLERKS

The qualifications of voters on the proposal of am@&dment, the checklist
requirements for the election, and all other provisions reMing to the conduct
of the election shall be the same as those required ofWeters at geneml
electzons ! cetion 6-0f 1h e i sections X 00
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G G G v 7o

19
-----

§ 1846. FAILURE TO POST CHECKLISTS
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Nogb mbered years: as provided by section 4845 2141 of this
title, ll not mvalzdate the votes given by the freemen-and freewomen voters

of the toWg or city upon the proposed article of amendment.

% %k ok

§ 1848. TABORATION OF RETURNS; RECORD OF AMENDMENTS

The GovernoMgnd Secretary of State shall, on the second Tuesday of
December, of the Wgar in which a vote on ratification of an article of
amendment is taken, Mgen and tabulate the returns made under section 1843 of
this title chapter, and if% appears therefrom that the article of amendment has
been ratified and adopted¥Qy a majority of the freemen-andfreewomen voters
voting thereon, the amendWgent shall be enrolled on the parchment and
deposited in the office of the Xgretary of State as a part of the Constitution of
this State and shall, in all futurdgfficial revisions of the laws, be published in
immediate connection therewith.

§ 1849. PROCLAMATION BY GOVENOR

The Governor shall thereupon fortlgth issue his or her proclamation,
attested by the Secretary of State, recitiNg the article of amendment and
announcing the ratification and adoption of W)y the people of this State under
this chapter and that the amendment has bec®e a part of the Constitution
thereof and requiring all magistrates-and officers{gnd all citizens of the State
to take notice thereof and govern themselves accord®ggly; or that the article of
amendment has been rejected, as the case may be.

§ 1850. TRANSMISSION OF COPIES OF ACT CHAPTRR AND FORMS
10 CLERKS

(a) The Secretary of State shall send to the clerk of each¥ty and town a
copy of this aet chapter at least two months before the vote on Mg ratification
of an article of amendment.

(b) In any year in which a vote on ratification of an article of agndment
is taken, the Secretary of State shall, within the period prescribed by ¥gction
1844 of this title chapter, send to the clerk of each city and town bMots
provided for in that section +844-ef-this-title and blank forms for the returns¥g

VUICS U C C U] Gntert
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SN 2. 17 V.S.A. §1881ais amended to read:
s 188 a. SENATORIAL DISTRICTS; NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION

% %k ok

(c)(1) Wetitions for nominating candidates for Senator in the General
Assembly byXprimary or by certificates of nomination of candidates for that
office by conv®tion, caucus, committee, or voters under chapter 49 of this title
may be filed in Mg office of any county clerk in a senatorial district.

(2)(A) On %Wge day after the last day for filing those petitions or
certificates for that &fice, the other county clerk shall notify the senatorial
district clerk of the facMyconcerning those petitions or certificates.

(B) The senatorW/ district clerk shall be responsible for determining
the names of candidates alg other facts required by law to appear on the
ballot for the office of SenatoMgnd for obtaining and distributing the ballots to
the other clerks in the district. Mgsenatorial-districts—the-ballotsfor-Senatori

/a¥Wo, /9X s Wod ¥4 4 21 H aVa He 23a "hiFak 9. A%l O QO a avd Vo a alm a 2
- G oty G o s Tme G G G G a7 y—G
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Sec. 3. 17 V.S.A. § 1901 is amended to%ad.:
§ 1901. PURPOSE

(a) The Supreme Court of the United Wtates has ruled that the Equal
Protection Clause of the Fourteenth AmendW®gent to the U.S. Constitution
requires all state legislative bodies to be appoMgoned in such manner as to
achieve substantially equal weighting of the votes & all voters in the choice of
legislators.

(b) To comply with such requirement it will be neceXgry to reapportion the
House of Representatives and Senate at periodic intervals¥go that changes may
be recognized in legislative apportionment.

(c) It is the purpose of this chapter to achieve such reapp®&tionment in an
orderly and impartial manner.

Sec. 4. 17 V.S.A. § 1909 is amended to read:
$ 1909. REVIEW

(a) Within 30 days of the effective date of any apportionment bill eMgcted
pursuant to section 1906b, 1906¢c, or 1907 of this title chapter, any fiv&or

more freemen-and-freewomen voters of the State aggrieved by the plan or O
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b&hat the apportionment plan, or any part of it, is unconstitutional or violates
secqon 1903 of this title chapter.

% %k ok

* k% Voter Registration * * *
Sec. 5. 17 WS.A. § 2145a is amended to read:

§ 2145a. RESTRATIONS AT THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR
VEHIQLES

(a) An applicd®on for, or renewal of, a motor vehicle driver’s license or
nondriver identifica®gn card shall serve as a simultaneous application to
register to vote unled the applicant checks the box on the application
designating that he oMgshe declines to use the application as a voter
registration application.
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(c) An application for voter Wggistration under this section shall update any
previous voter registration by tIM applicant. Any change of address form
submitted to the Department of Ylotor Vehicles in connection with an
application for a motor vehicle drimg’s license shall serve to update voter
registration information previously pr&ided by the voter, unless the voter
States on the form that the change of Mgdress is not for voter registration
purposes.

(d)(1) The Department of Motor Vehicl& shall transmit motor vehicle
driver’s license and nondriver identification caN applications received under
this section to the Secretary of State not later thalfive days after the date the
application was accepted by the Department, or bef&e the date of any primary
or general election, whichever is sooner.

(2) The Department of Motor Vehicles shall not Mgnsmit motor vehicle
driver’s license and nondriver identification card apcations when the
applicant has designated that he or she declines to be regist®gd.

(3) The Department of Motor Vehicles shall ensure c®fidentiality of
records as required by subdivision (b)(2)(A) of this section.
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(i) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (d) of this sectioMor any
other provision of law to the contrary, the Department of Motor VehicleMshall
share its motor vehicle driver's license, driver privilege card, and nondRyer
identification card customer data with the Secretary of State’s office for Mge

b
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SN 6. 17 V.S.A. §2150is amended to read:
§ 21¥. REMOVING NAMES FROM CHECKLIST
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(d) Ex¥pt as provided in subsection (a) of this section, a board of civil
authority sh&l only remove a name from the checklist in accordance with the
following proc&dure:

(1) If th&board of civil authority is satisfied that a voter whose
eligibility is being Ypnsidered is still qualified to vote in the municipality, the
voter'’s name shall Mgnain on the checklist, and no further action shall be
taken.

(2)(A)(i) If the bockd of civil authority does not immediately know that
the voter is still qualified to¥ote in the municipality, the board shall attempt to
determine with certainty whaMghe true status of the voters eligibility is.

(ii) The board of Vil authority may consider and rely upon
official and unofficial public re@grds and documents, including telephone
directories, city directories, newspa@grs, death certificates, obituary (or other
public notice of death), tax records, ®d any checklist or checklists showing
persons who voted in any election withilghe last four years.

(iii) The board of civil autho’®y may also designate one or more
persons to attempt to contact the voter persomglly.

(B) Any voter whom the board of ci authority finds through such
inquiry to be eligible to remain on the checkiMg shall be retained without
further action being taken.

(C) The name of any voter proven to be de8ased shall be removed
from the checklist.

(3)(A)(i) If after conducting its inquiry the board & civil authority or
town clerk is unable to locate a voter whose name is on the &ecklist, or if the
inquiry reveals facts indicating that the voter may no longer b&gligible to vote
in the municipality, the board of civil authority or, upon reques®gf the board,
the town clerk shall send a written notice to the voter.

(ii) The notice shall be sent by first-class mail to the m&t recent
known address of the voter, asking the voter to verify his or her Nurrent
eligibility to vote in the municipality.

(iii) The notice shall be sent with the required U.S. Postal Serv&e
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pX-addressed return form on which the voter may reply swearing or affirming
theNoter’s current place of residence as the municipality in question or
alterMgtively consenting to the removal of the voter’s name.

C) The notice required by this subsection shall also include the
following

A A statement informing the voter that if the voter has not
changed his oNier residence, or if the voter has changed his or her residence
but the change Wgs within the area covered by the checklist, the voter should
return the form toMe town clerks office. The statement shall also inform the
voter that if he or sKg fails to return the form as provided in this subdivision,
written affirmation of%e voter's address shall be required before the voter is
permitted to vote.

B)(ii) Informati® concerning how the voter can register to vote in
another state or another mugipality within this State.

(4) If the voter confirmsWg writing that the voter has changed his or her
residence to a place outside the akga covered by the checklist, the board of civil
authority shall remove the voter's igne from the checklist.

(5) In the case of voters wiR failed to respond to the notice sent
pursuant to subdivision (3) of this subs&ion, the board of civil authority shall
remove the voter s name from the checkliNon the day after the second general
election following the date of such noti® if the voter has not voted or
appeared to vote in an election since the not®ge was sent or has not otherwise
demonstrated his or her eligibility to remain onWe checklist.

(6)(A)  Notwithstanding the provisions N subdivision (5) of this
subsection, if at any time subsequent to removal oMg person’s name from the
checklist, the board determines that the person was M/l qualified to vote and
that the voter's name should not have been removed, Mg board shall add the
person’s name to the checklist as provided in section 214 /8gf this title chapter.

(B) The provisions of this chapter shall be liberalhXgonstrued, so that
if there is any reasonable doubt whether a person’s name sMQuld have been
removed from the checklist, the person shall have the right to ha¥g the person's
name immediately returned to the checklist.

(7)(A) The board of civil authority shall keep detailed rec®ls of its
proceedings under this subchapter for at least two years. These $gcords,
except records relating to a person’s decision not to register to vote or¥Q the
identity of the voter registration agency through which any particular Wter
registered, shall be public records and shall be available for inspection dRg
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st ement of the reason or reasons for which the name was removed;
B)(ii) in the case of the updating of the checklist required by
subse¥on (c) of this section, the working copy or copies of the checklist used

in the Mgne by name review conducted to ascertain continued eligibility to
vote,

(C)Xj) the total number of new registrations occurring during the
period betweerRgeneral elections;

D)(iv) Me total number of persons removed from the checklist during
the period between $¢neral elections; and

E}v) lists oRghe names and addresses of all persons to whom notices
were sent under this sulgection, and information concerning whether or not
each person to whom a n&jce was sent responded to the notice as of the date
that inspection of the recordWs made.

(B)(i) A letter certif®qg compliance with this section shall be filed
with the Secretary of State bpn or before September 20 of each odd-
numbered year.

(ii) Upon request of anWSuperior judge or upon request of the
Secretary of State, the town clerk shallMprward a certified copy of the records
of checklist maintenance.

* ® % Political PaMes * * *
Sec. 7. 17 V.S.A. chapter 45 is amended to rea®%
CHAPTER 45. POLITICAL R4RTIES
§ 2301. ORGANIZATION OF MAJOR POLITICALNARTIES

A major political party shall organize biennially as Xovided in this chapter.
Ne A person acting on behalf of a major political partWghall not accept any
contribution or make any expenditure (except for the puRgose of organizing
under this chapter) unless the party has a current certificate & organization on
file with the Secretary of State.

§2302. STATE CHAIR TO CALL CAUCUS

(a) The chair of the State committee of a party shall set a date fMgmembers
of the party to meet in caucus in their respective towns—which. The de shall
be between September 10 and September 30, inclusive, in each odd-nuMgered
year.

(b) At least 14 days before the date set for the caucuses, the State ch¥
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s R03. TOWN CHAIR TO GIVE NOTICE

(M The town chair or, if unavailable or if the records of the Secretary of
State sSHQw there is no chair, any three voters of the town shall arrange to hold
a caucusgn the day designated by the State chair, in some public place within
the town awg shall set the hour of the caucus.

(b)(1) At*ast five days before the day of the caucus, the town chair shall
post a notice the date, purpose, time, and place of the caucus in the town
clerk’s office and®g at least one other public place in town.

(2) In townsegf 3:000 5,000 or more population, he or she shall also
publish the notice:

(A) in a newsp®er having general circulation in the town, or

(B) in a nonparti¥gn electronic news media website or online forum
that specializes in news of th&State or the community.

(c) If three voters arrange tXgall the caucus, the voters shall designate one
person among them to perform tMg duties prescribed in subsection (b) of this
section for the town chair.

§2304. TOWN CAUCUS

(a)(1) At the time and place set for tigtown caucus, the voters of the party
residing in the town shall meet in caulys and proceed to elect a town
committee, consisting of such number of Wers of the town as the caucus
deems necessary, to serve during the folloMgng two years or until their
successors are elected or appointed.

(2) Additional members of a town committee¥gay be elected by the town
committee at any meeting, and may be eligible to v&e on matters before the
town committee at that meeting or at the next meetin® as determined by the
members of the committee before the election.

(b) The voter checklist used by the caucus shall be the m&st recent checklist
approved by the board of civil authority.

§ 2305. FIRST MEETING OF TOWN COMMITTEE

(a)(1) The first meeting of the town committee shall be held Mgmediately
following adjournment of the caucus.

(2) At this meeting, members of the town committee shal¥yelect
committee officers and delegates to the county committee.

(b) All officers and other members of the town committee and all delega
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the voters of the party residing in any town fail to hold a caucus on the
day¥esignated by the State ehairman chair, any three or more voters of the
party Rgiding in the town may call and hold a caucus at any time thereafter, in
the mamgr provided above in sections 2303 through 2305 of this chapter.
Those vor®gs calling the caucus shall designate one of-their—nwmber person
among thenMgo perform the duties prescribed above in section 2303 for the
town chair.

§ 2307. CERTIFX,ATION OF OFFICERS AND COUNTY COMMITTEE
DELEGATX
(a) Within 72 hourNafter the caucus, the chair and secretary of the town

committee shall mail suMgit to the Secretary—of-State—and-the chairs of the
State and county committO a copy of the notice calling the meeting and a
certified list of the names, ax¥mailing addresses, phone numbers, and e-mails
of the officers and members of e town committee and of the delegates to the
county committee.

(b) A committee is not con¥gdered organized until a certificate of
organization is filed by the State ®mmittee with the Secretary of State

pursuant to section 2313 of this chapteWit-hasfited-the-materialrequired-by

(c) The Secretary of State shall furnish f&ms for this purpose to the chair
of the State commiittee of a political party.

$ 2308. COMPOSITION OF COUNTY COMMITNEE

is entitled to elé
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(a) The number of delegates to the county committee that &ch town caucus
is entitled to elect shall be apportioned by the State committee, 8gsed upon the
number of votes cast for the party's candidate for Governor in the¥gst election,
provided that each town caucus shall be entitled to elect at least twoNelegates.

(b) Delegates to the county committee shall be voters of the town, Byt need
not be members of the town committee;—they.

(c) Delegates shall serve duringthefollowing for two years following t/Rgr
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a)(1) The chair of the State committee shall set a date;-not-meore-than45
days¥gtter-the-date-of the party-s—ecaunecuses; for the first meeting of each county
commiXge.

(2) Y he State chair shall notify the chairs of the county committees of
the date of Mg meeting.

(3)(A) ™ chair of the county committee shall set the hour and place of
the meeting and ¥gall notify all delegates-elect by mail or electronic mail not
less than 10 days pRor to the meeting.

(B) If the c/Ngr of the county committee receives notice that a town
committee within the co¥gty has organized 10 or fewer days before the date of
the first meeting of the cotMgty committee, the chair must shall notify the newly
elected members within 48 %purs of receiving notice of the organized town
committee.

(b)(1) At the time and place s&for the meeting, the delegates shall proceed
to elect their officers and perfect aMprganization of the county committee for
the ensuing two years.

(2) All officers and other memb¥&s of the county committee and all
delegates to the State committee shall be vORgrs of the county.

§ 2310. ELECTION OF STATE COMMITTER

(a)(1) The chair of the county committee sh¥l be a member of the State
committee.

(2) Each county committee shall be entitleMyto elect at least two
additional members of the State committee. These Megates need not be
members of the county committee.

(3) If the rules or bylaws of a State commiMge provide for
apportionment of additional members of the State committee togome from the
county, the county committee also shall elect those additional men®ers.

(b) All county committee members and officers and all persons ®ected to
the State committee shall be voters in the county from which they are el&ted.

(c) County committee members and delegates to the State committee ¥gall
serve for the—following two years following their election or until th¥
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COMM[ T TEE MEMBERS
A Within 72 hours of the first meeting of the county committee, its chair

and sXgretary shall mail submit to the-Secretary-of-State-and the chair of the
State cogmittee a copy of the notice calling the meeting and a certified list of
the nameand mailing addresses, phone numbers, and e-mails of the officers
of the counMycommittee and of the members elected by the county committee to
the State comMttee.

(b) A commMge is not considered organized until it-hasfiled-the-material

equired—by ion a certificate of orcanization is filed by the State
committee wzth the Jcretary of State pursuant to section 2313 of this chapter.

(c) The Secretary®pf State shall prescribe and furnish forms for this
purpose.

§ 2312. FIRST MEETING QF THE STATE COMMITTEE
(a) The chair of the Stal% committee shall name an hour and place of

:‘.‘.‘.-,‘a e han W nor-morethan 30-days-afterthe-day-setfo

he meeting—of the—county Qgmumittee—of—the—party, at which time the
members-elect of the State committd&shall meet and perfect an organization of
the State committee for the ensuing twlyears.

(b) The chair of the State committeXghall notify all members-elect of the
State committee in writing, at least sever® 0 days before the day set for the
meeting.

§ 2313. FILING OF CERTIFICATE OF ORGAYIZATION

(a)(1) Within 10 days after the first meeting®f the State committee of a
party, the chair and secretary shall file in the officéNgf the Secretary of State a
certificate stating that the party has completed its org®&ization for the ensuing
two years and has substantially complied with the proviXpns of this chapter.

(2) However, no State committee shall be eligible (&file a certificate of
organization unless it has town committees organized in aeast 30 towns in
this State and county committees organized in at least scWgn counties by
January 1 of the year of the general election.

(b) The certificate of organization shall:

(1) set forth the names, and mailing addresses, phone numbeMy and e-
mails of the officers and members of the State committee, together VWgh the
counties that they represent—t-shatl-also;

(2) contain a listing of the towns and counties in which committees hige
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sMgll be idented on any Australian ballot; and sheall
4) be accompanied by a copy of the notice calling the meeting.
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§ 2317. VOTERS NT TO PARTICIPATE IN MORE THAN ONE PARTY
Ne A voter shall n® vote in the-biennial a town, county, or State caucus of

more than one party inWhe same year 12-month period, nor shall any voter
simultaneously hold memBgrship on the committees of more than one political

party.
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§2319. PARTY CONVENTIONS®OR PLATFORMS AND
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTI®NS

On or before the fourth Tuesday inNgeptember in each even-numbered year,
upon the call of the chair of the State cOmittee of the party, a party platform
convention of each organized political paXy shall be held to make and adopt
the platform of the party. Inpresidential Wgars—the-convention—shall be—the
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* * * Nominations * * *
Sec. 8. 17 V.S.A. chapter 49 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 49. NOMINATIONS
Subchapter 1. Primary Elections

% %k ok

§2353. PETITIONS TO PLACE NAMES ON BALLOT

(a) The name of any person shall be printed upon the primary Wgllot as a
candidate for nomination by any major political party for any tMg office
indicated, if petitions a petition containing the requisite number of sigMgtures
made by registered voters, in substantially the following form, are is filedWith
the proper official, together with the person’s written consent to having his%
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h)(1) A person’s name shall not be listed as a candidate on the primary
ball& of more than one party in the same election.

A single petition shall contain only one office for which a person
seeks to g a candidate.

(3) ANgerson shall file a separate petition for each office for which he or
she seeks to b&a candidate.

§ 2354. SIGNIN§ PETITIONS
(a) Any numberNy voters may sign the same petition.

(b)(1) A voter’s siqature shall not be valid unless at the time he or she
signs, the voter is regisgred and qualified to vote for the candidate whose
petition he or she signs.

(2) Each voter shall iTRjcate his or her town of residence next to his or
her signature.

(c) The signature of a voter oM candidate'’s petition does not necessarily
indicate that the voter supports th&candidate.

O 2 han one nomin a¥’. 0 hHhe
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(d) A petition shall contain the name of oy one candidate.
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§ 2368. CANVASSING COMMITTEE MEETING
After the primary election is conducted—the.

(1) The canvassing committee for State andWgational offices and
statewide public questions shall meet at 10 a.m. one weelgfter the day of the
election.

(2) The canvassing committee for county offices and, coMgtywide public
questions, and State Senator shall meet at 10 a.m. on the third ¥gy following
the election.

(3) The canvassing committees for local offices and, loc public
questions, ineluding and State Representative; shall meet at 10 a.m. on Mg day
after the election, except that in the case of canvassing committees for ¥ate
Representative in multi-town representative districts, the committees shall m¥t
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g) A person who receives a plurality of all the votes cast by a party in a
prim® shall be a candidate of that party for the office designated on the
ballot.

(b)(1) after the period for requesting a recount under section 2602 of
this title hasNgpired, no candidate has requested a recount and two or more
candidates of t/gsame party are tied for the same office, or if the results of any
recount result in Wtie the choice among those tied shall be determined upon
five days’ notice an®ot later than 10 days following the primary election by
the committee of thatWarty, which shall meet to nominate a candidate from
among the tied candidat®y The committee that nominates a candidate shall be
as follows:

(A) the State commitM¥g of a party for a State or congressional office;
(B) the senatorial distriCRgommittee for State Senate,
(C) the county committee foRgounty office; or

(D) the representative district 8gmmittee for a Representative to the
General Assembly.

(2) The committee chair shall certify tMg candidate nomination for the
general election to the Secretary of State within Mhours of the nomination.
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Subchapter 3. Independent Candid®gs
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§ 2403. NUMBER OF CANDIDATES,; PARTY NAMES

(a) A statement of nomination shall contain the name Q¢ only one
candidate, except in the case of presidential and vice presidential Xgdidates,
who may be nominated by means of the same statement of nominakgn. #
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§ 24N, CANDIDATES FOR STATE AND LEGISLATIVE OFFICE;
DISCLOSURE FORM
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(d)(1) ANgenatorial district clerk or representative district clerk who
receives a disOsure form under this section shall forward a copy of the
disclosure to the Xgcretary of State within three business days of receiving it.

(2)(A) The SMetary of State shall post a copy of any disclosure forms
and tax returns he or sSKg receives under this section on his or her official State
website. The forms shd¥ remain posted on the Secretary’s website until the
date of the filing deadlin®& for petition and consent forms for major party
candidates for the statewide Bgimary in the following election cycle.

% 3k ok

* %% Election Cqnplaint Procedure * * *
Sec. 9. 17 V.S.A. § 2458 is amended 1&4ead:
§ 2458. COMPLAINT PROCEDURE

(a)(1) The Secretary of State shall adoPgrules to establish a uniform and
nondiscriminatory complaint procedure to be'Wged by any person who believes
that a violation of this title or any other provisg of Title L -of United-States
Publiec Law107-252 52 U.S.C. chapter 209, s®chapter IlI (Uniform and
Nondiscriminatory Election Technology and Admini®gation Requirements) has
occurred, is occurring, or is about to occur in the Cqrse of any election in
which a candidate for federal office appears on the ballo

(b) Ferpurposes-of As used in this section, “complaintshatl-mean means

a statement in writing made by a voter stating, with particulalgy, the violation,
notarized, and sworn or affirmed under penalty of perjury.

(c) The Secretary’s rules shall provide for an informal procec¥ng to hear
complaints for all complainants unless a formal hearing is requestey Formal
complaints held pursuant to this section shall be in conformance with B rules
adopted by the Secretary.

Q Any decision of the Secretary may be appealed to the Superior Courlgn

2. % vhoreo th % Ldua ocido
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SN 10. 17 V.S.A. § 2473 is amended to read:
§ 24 PROVISIONS RELATIVE TO PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
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(c)(1) Mg candidate whose name is not printed on the ballot receives the
greatest num®gr of votes for President, the Secretary of State shall notify him
or her of that Wct, and within two weeks thereafter, the candidate shall file
with the SecretarWof State, a list of freemen-and freewomen voters equal to the
number of electors Wgat the State is entitled to elect. The list shall be signed by
the candidate persond

(2) The persons sOgamed shall be electors, having the duties prescribed
in this title.

Sec. 11. 17 V.S.A. § 2508 is dgended to read:
§ 2508. CAMPAIGNING DUR POLLING HOURS,; VOTER ACCESS

(a)(1) The presiding officer shalensure during polling hours on the day of
the election that:

(A) within the building contging a polling place, no campaign
literature, stickers, buttons, name stamps, Ygformation on write-in candidates,
or other political materials that display the Rgme of a candidate on the ballot
or an organized political party or that demons¥ate support or opposition to a
question on the ballot are displayed, placed, han®d out, or allowed to remain,

(B) within the building containing a po¥gng place, no candidate,
election official, or other person distributes election Waterials, solicits voters
regarding an item or candidate on the ballot, or otherwidg campaigns; and

(C) on the walks and driveways leading to a Mlding in which a
polling place is located, no candidate or other person ph¥gically interferes
with the progress of a voter to and from the polling place.

(2) The provisions of subdivision (1) of this subsection shal®gpply to the
town clerk's office during any period of early or absentee voting.

(b) During polling hours, the presiding officer shall control the pl®gement
of signs on the property of the polling place in a fair manner.

(c) The provisions of this section shall be posted in the notice required¥§
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SN 12. 17 V.S.A. chapter 51, subchapter 6 is amended to read:
Subchapter 6. Early or Absentee Voters
§ 2531 84PPLICATION FOR EARLY VOTER ABSENTEE BALLOT
(a) DeXdline to file.

(1)(A) Y4 voter who expects to be an early or absentee voter, or an
authorized peMpn on behalf of such voter, may apply for an early voter
absentee ballot ™gtil 5:00 p.m. or the closing of the town clerk’s office on the
day preceding the &gction.

}B) If a tomg clerk does not have regular office hours on the day
before the election and¥ys or her office will not otherwise be open on that day,
an application may be fil& until the closing of the clerks office on the last day
that office has hours preceqg the election.

(2)(4) In cases of emeMgency, including unanticipated illness or injury,
at his or her discretion the toyWg clerk may accept a request for an absentee
ballot after the deadline set forth W subdivision (1) of this subsection.

(B) In such cases of Wnergency, the ballot may be mailed,
electronically delivered, or delivered bW iwo justices of the peace as set forth in
subsection 2539(b) of this subchapter:

(b) Place of filing.

(1) All applications shall be filed wit the town clerk of the town in
which the early or absentee voter is registered t®ote.

(2) The town clerk shall file written appMgations and memoranda of
verbal applications in his or her office, and shall "®&ain the applications and
memoranda for 90 days following the election, at Waich time they may be
destroyed.

(c) Australian ballot. Voting by early voter absentee baRgt shall be allowed
only in elections using the Australian ballot system.

§ 2532, APPLICATIONS AUTHORIZED APPLICANTS; APPMCATION
FORM; DUPLICATES

(a) Authorized applicants.

(1)(A) An early or absentee voter, or an authorized family meRgber or
health care provider acting in the voter’s behalf, may apply for an earlWoter
absentee ballot by telephone, in person, or in writing. “Feamily As used inWghis
subsection, ‘‘family member” here means a person s spouse, children, brothe
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PMvided, however, that voter authorization to such a person shall not be given
by gponse to a robotic phone call.

(b)™. Form of application.

(1) §he application shall be in substantially the following form:
REQUEST FQR EARLY VOTER ABSENTEE BALLOT

Name of early oRgbsentee voter:

Voter's Town of ReMglence:

Current physical addr®gs (address where you reside):

Telephone Number: E-mail Address:

Date:

I request early voter absentee ballX{(s) for the election(s) checked below:
(1) Annual Town Meeting;
(2) All other local elections,
(3) August Primary Election;
(4) Presidential Primary (YOU MUST SNLECT PARTY);
(5) November General Election;
(6) All elections in this calendar year.

Please deliver the ballot(s) as indicated below (checkWgne):

(1) Mail to voter at:

Street or P.O. Box  Town/City St Zip Code

(2) Delivery by two Justices of the Peace (this may onh®e selected if
you are ill er-ifyou, injured, or have a physieal disabili

If applicant is other than early or absentee voter:

Name of applicant:

Address of applicant:
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Date: Signature of applicant:

X If the application is made by telephone or in writing, the
informatiol supplied wust shall be in substantial conformance with the
information Wgquested on this form.
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(c) Simultaneous voter registriion.

(1) If a person makes a simManeous request to register to vote and to
apply for an early voter absentee badqot or if the request for an early voter
absentee ballot is made for a person WA is not yet registered and the request
is—received-by—the town clerk receives Mg request prior to the deadline for
requesting to apply for early voter absenteRQallots set forth in section 2531 of
this ehapter subchapter, the town clerk shaMymail a blank voter registration
application for-addition-to-the-checklist, toget/Rg with a full set of early voter

absentee ballots, to that person.

(2)  An official federal postcard applic&%ion shall suffice as a
simultaneous application to register to vote and for¥gn early voter absentee
ballot.

(3)(A) All suech voter registration applications Wgr—addition—to—the
cheekdist that are returned to the town clerk before the clo of the polls on
election day shall be considered and acted upon by the board ¥ civil authority
before the ballots are counted.

(B) If the voter registration application is approved andghe voter's
name added to the checklist, the early voter absentee ballots cast by%at voter
shall be treated as other valid early voter absentee ballots.

(d) Application time frame.

(1) An application for an early voter absentee ballot shall be valid Wgr
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{e)(e) Myplicate early voter absentee ballots.

(1)(A) Khe town clerk may, upon application, issue a duplicate early
voter absentee Bgllot if the original ballot is not received by the voter within a
reasonable periodf time after mailing.

(B) The apR{ication may be made by a person entitled to apply for an
early voter absentee Mgllot under subsection (a) of this section and shall be
accompanied by a swoM statement affirming that the voter has not received
the original ballot.

(2) If a duplicate ealy voter absentee ballot is issued and both the
duplicate and original early Wgter absentee ballots are received before the
close of the polls on election da\ghe ballot with the earlier postmark shall be
counted.

@(f) _Unauthorized applicants.

(1) Any person who applies for M early voter absentee ballot knowing
the person is without authorization from e early or absentee voter shall be
fined not more than $100.00 per violation¥or the first three violations, not
more than $500.00 per violation for the four®g through ninth violations, and
not more than $1,000.00 per violation for the te’g and subsequent violations.

(2) The Attorney General or a State’s AttorMgy, whenever he or she has
reason to believe any person to be or to have Bgen in violation of this
provision, shall conduct a civil investigation in accord®ce with the procedures
set forth in section 2904 of this title.

% %k ok

§ 2537. EARLY OR ABSENTEE VOTING IN THE TOWN CLRRK'S
OFFICE

(a)(1) A voter may, if he or she chooses, apply in person to th&own clerk

for the early voter absentee ballots and envelopes rather—than—ha¥gpe—them
Tod el | o 2530 of this subel '

(2) In this case, the clerk shall furnish the early voter absentee b&Jots

and envelopes when a valid application has been made, or at such time as%ge
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(4) mark his or her ballots, place them in the envelope, sign the
cert¥ccate, and return the ballots in the envelope containing the certificate to
the towg clerk or an assistant town clerk without leaving the office of the town

clerk;; Mgthevotermay

M take the ballots and return them to the town clerk in the same
manner as ifMe ballots had been received by mail.

(b) No—peMpn—except Except for justices of the peace as provided in
section 2538 of Mys subchapter, may a person shall not take any ballot from
the town clerk on b&alf of any other person.

§ 2538. DELIVERY ¥ BALLOTS BY JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

(a)(1) In the case X persons who are early or absentee voters due to
illness, injury, or physical Wsability, ballots shall be delivered in the following
manner, unless the early or¥gbsentee voter has requested pursuant to section
2539 of this title subchapter (Mgt the early voter absentee ballots be mailed or
electronically delivered.

(2) Not later than three daWg prior to the election, the board of civil
authority or, upon request of the boal, the town clerk, shall designate in pairs
Jjustices of the peace in numbers sujRgient to deliver early voter absentee
ballots to the applicants for early voter®gbsentee ballots who have stated in
their applications that they are unable to¥pte in person at the polling place
due to zllnessZ injury, or physieal disability bN-who-have notrequested-in-thei
applications—that-earlyvoterabsentee-ballotsNge—mailed to—them. No A pair
shall not consist of two justices from the same po¥ical party.

(3) If there shall not be available a sufficien®gumber of justices to make
up the required number of pairs, a member of eac/Mgemaining pair shall be
designated by the board, to be selected from lists of regWtered voters submitted
by the chairs of the town committees of political part®s, and from among
registered voters who in written application to the board st¥g that they are not
affiliated with any political party.

(4) No A candidate or spouse, parent, or child of a caniRdate shall not
be eligible to perform the duties prescribed by this section unless ®ge candidate
involved is not disqualified by section 2456 of this title hagter fro serving as
anelectzonoﬁ‘czal his-shall not prevent-a-candidate for-d oMee from

her distriot

(5) The compensation of justices and voters designated under¥his
subsection shall be fixed by the board of civil authority and shall be paid%§
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1" town.

M (1) The town clerk shall divide the list of applicants who have an illness,
injuryNor physical disability into approximately as many equal parts as there
are paigof justices so designated, having regard to the several parts of the
town in wch the applicants may be found.

(2) As§oon as early voter absentee ballots are available, the clerk shall
deliver to eacMpair of justices one part of the list, together with early voter
absentee ballots'Wud envelopes for each applicant.

(3) When jilices receive ballots and envelopes prior to election day,
they shall receive on¥g the ballots and envelopes they are assigned to deliver
on that day.

(c)(1) Each pair of jMgtices on the days they are assigned to deliver the
ballots and envelopes shaMycall upon each of the early or absentee voters
whose name appears on the ¢t of the list furnished to them and shall deliver
early voter absentee ballots andqgnvelopes to each early or absentee voter.

(2) The early or absentee Wgter shall then proceed to mark the ballots
alone or in the presence of the juMgces, but without exhibiting them to the
Justices or to any other person, excepMghat when the early or absentee voter is
blind or physically unable to mark h® or her ballot ballots, they may be
marked by one of the justices in full view &the other.

§2539. MAILING DELIVERY OF EARLY WJTER ABSENTEE
BALLOTS, OTERS WHO ARE PERMANENTLY DISABLED

(a) Default; town office or mail.

(1) Unless Except as provided in subsectionsNp) and (c) of this section,
unless the early or absentee voter votes in the town cl&k’s office as set forth in
section 2537 of this subchapter, or-unle he esMeto-deli he eq
voter—absentee—ballots—to—the early—or-absentee voter, Bge town clerk shall
provide to the early or absentee voter who comes to the ton clerk’s office a
complete set of early voter absentee ballots or mail a comMete set of early
voter absentee ballots to each early or absentee voter for Yhom a valid
application has been filed.

(2) The early voter absentee ballots shall be mailed forthwitRupon the
filing of a valid application, or upon the town clerk'’s receipt of the Rgessary
ballots, whichever is later:

(b) Voters who are ill, injured, or have a disability. In the case of per¥gns
who are early or absentee voters due to illness, injury, or physical disability¥
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M —peace or electronically delivered, the town clerk shall mail or
ele om'cally deliver the ballots; otherwise the ballots shall be delivered to
s the voter by justices of the peace as set forth in section 2538 of this

subcha 28 ln—éhe—ease—ejﬁ#eth@p@a#é#%&bsem@e%@é@m—me—mwn—el@#k
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(c) MilitarWor overseas voters.

(1) Early Wgter absentee ballots to for military or overseas voters shall
be sent air mail, [Mgt class, postpaid when such service is available, or they
may be sent-by-emait§ectronically delivered when requested by the voter.

(2)(A) The town &erk's office shall be open on the 46th day before any
election that includes a Mgderal office and the town clerk shall send on or
before that day all absent® ballots to any military or overseas voter who
requested an early voter absei®ge ballot on or before that day.

(B) On that day th&town clerk shall complete any reporting
requirements and any other resp®gsibilities regarding the mailing of early
voter absentee ballots to military W overseas voters, as directed by the
Secretary of State.

§ 2540. INSTRUCTIONS TO BE SENT WJ'H BALLOTS

(a) The town clerk shall send with allgarly voter absentee ballots and
envelopes printed instructions, which may b&included on the envelope, in
substantially the following form:

INSTRUCTIONS FOR EARLY OR ABSENTEE VORERS
1. Mark the ballots.

2. Place them in this envelope.

3. Fill out and sign the certificate on the envelope.

4. Mail or deliver the envelope containing the ballots to the (%n clerk of the
town where you are a registered voter in time to arrive not late’¥han election
day.

Note: If these ballots have been brought to you personallWby two
Justices of the peace because of your illness, injury or physical disabil®, just
return them to the justices after you have signed the envelope. YOU FNVE
THE RIGHT TO MARK YOUR BALLOTS IN PRIVATE - but if you ask'¥r

P PR TTD P DT PO PP D) DT POp S



BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE S.107
2019 Page 86 of 128

VELOPE OR YOUR VOTE WILL NOT COUNT!
M, [n the case of early absentee voting in a primary, the instructions shall
also iMglude appropriate instructions prepared by the Secretary of State for

separatilg and depositing unvoted ballots in a separate envelope provided and
clearly md¥ed for that purpose.

§ 2541. MAKKING OF BALLOTS

(a) An earlyNr absentee voter to whom ballots, envelopes, and instructions
are mailed shall "Rk the ballots in accordance with the instructions.

(b) When-an-carlor-absenteevote
ar-earigor-ab 26
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officer- A person who giveNassistance to a voter in the marking or registering
of ballots shall not in any wa divulge any information regarding the choice of

the voter or the manner in whi®g the voter's ballot was cast.

(c) If an early or absentee v¥gr makes an error in marking a ballot, the
voter may return that ballot by maiRQr in person to the town clerk and receive
another ballot, consistent with the Wovisions of section 2568 of this title

chapter.

k kK

Q 2546b. EARLY VOTING IN TOWN CLERMS OFFICE; DEPOSIT INTO
VOTE TABULATOR

(a)(1) A board of civil authority may vote toWpermit its town's registered
early or absentee voters to vote in the town clerk sWffice in the same manner
as those voting on election day by marking their ear® voter absentee ballots
and depositing them into a vote tabulator.

(2) If a board of civil authority votes to permit earhoting as described
in subdivision (1) of this subsection, the town's process O conducting this
early voting shall conform to the provisions of this section Mgd to guidance
that the Secretary of State shall adopt for this purpose.

(b)(1) During business hours in the town clerks office, the vol&tabulator
and ballot bin shall be in a secured area accessible only to electior®officials
and voters. The vote tabulator unit shall be secured with an identifia®e seal
and the ballot box containing voted ballots shall remain locked at all timexand
secured with an identifiable seal. Neither seal shall be broken prior to the tMge
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tq&n clerk or designee shall certify each day in a record prepared for this
pumpse that the seals on the vote tabulator and ballot box are intact.

&) When an election official is not present or at times other than
businesSéours, the sealed vote tabulator and ballot box shall be secured in the
town clerf® office vault.

(4) T town clerk shall maintain a record of each early or absentee
voter who vote®in person in accordance with this section.

(c) On the daygf the election:

(1) The sed®&d vote tabulator and sealed ballot boxes shall be
transferred to the pollMge place on election day by two election officials and
shall not be opened untiMge polls have closed on election day.

(2) When the vote tdMlator is turned on at the polling place, the town
clerk shall verify that the nun®ger of ballots that the vote tabulator displays as
having been counted matches Mg number of voters who deposited their early
voter absentee ballots in the vote Wgbulator in accordance with this section and
any early voter absentee ballots thdwere processed and deposited in the vote
tabulator under section 2546a of this bchapter.

(3) All early voter absentee baMgts shall be commingled with those
voted at the polls on election day prior tOWpeing examined for the purpose of
identifying write-in votes.

§ 2547. DEFECTIVE BALLOTS

(a) If upon examination by the election officia®it shall appear that any of
the following defects is present, either the ballot oWthe unopened certificate
envelope shall be marked “defective” and the ballot s/l not be counted:

(1) the identity of the early or absentee voter canndgbe determined;

(2) the early or absentee voter is not legally qualified%g vote;

2)(3) the early or absentee voter has voted in persoW or previously
returned a ballot in the same election,

3) the-affidaviton-i) . e Jeted:

(4) the certificate is not signed,

(5) the voted ballot is not in the certificate envelope; or

(6) in the case of a primary vote, the early or absentee voter has failg

vaymeraz. C Ul yorco Ty Oartors.
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(1) affixed with a note from the presiding officer indicating the reason it
wasWetermined to be defective;

placed with other such defective ballots in an envelope marked
“Defectig Ballots - Voter Checked Off Checklist - Do Not Count”; and

(3) r&urned in that envelope to the town clerk in the manner prescribed
by section 25%) of this title chapter.

(c) The prov&ons of this section shall be indicated prominently in the early
or absentee voter Waterial prepared by the Secretary of State.

% %k ok

* &% Proceof Voting, Count and Return of Votes * * *
Sec. 13. 17 V.S.A. § 2565% amended to read:

$2568. REMOVING BALL®'S FROM POLLING PLACE;
REPLACEMENT -BIXNK: AND UNUSED BALLOTS

(a) Removing ballots from poMng place. A person shall not take or remove
a ballot from the polling place befog the close of the polls.

(b) Replacement ballots.

% 3k

(c) Unused ballots. Ballots originally d&gvered to the presiding officer that
remain undistributed to the voters shall be pMgerved and returned to the town
clerks, and the-elerk-shall-preserve-them—in-sueMeondition—unless-calledfor-by

ome—authoritv—entitled—to—demand-and-receive Ren—After- 90 davs from—the
date—the—election—is—held following the election, ¥iey may be destroyed or
distributed by the town clerk for educational purposeXpr for any other purpose

the town clerk deems appropriate.

Sec. 14. [Deleted.]

* ** Recounts * * *
Sec. 15. 17 V.S.A. § 2601 is amended to read:
§ 2601. RECOUNT THRESHOLD

(a)(1) In an election for federal office, statewide office, county®gffice, or
State Senator; if the difference between the number of votes cast for a¥inning
candidate and the number of votes cast for a losing candidate is two per®gut or
less of the total votes cast for all the candidates for an office, divided bWghe
number of persons to be elected, that losing candidate shall have the right%g
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n¥nber of votes cast for a winning candidate and the number of votes cast for
a [&ging candidate is five percent or less of the total votes cast for all the
cand®Mates for an office, divided by the number of persons to be elected, that
losing &gndidate shall have the right to have the votes for that office recounted.

(b) the case of a recount for a local election, the threshold and
procedures ¥r conducting the recount shall be as provided in chapter 55,
subchapter 3 ¥ this title.

Sec. 16. 17 V.SX § 2602k is amended to read:
§ 2602k. RECOUN TIES

(a)(1) If a recourMof a primary election results in a tie, the provisions of
subsection 2369(b) of tM title shall apply.

(2) If a recount of & public question results in a tie, a runoff election
shall not be held, and the qiMstion shall be certified not to have passed.

(3) If the a recount of a Mgneral election results in a tie, the provisions of
this section shall apply, and the Yurt shall ovder a runoff election to be held,
within three weeks of the recount, & a date set by the court.

(b) The only candidates who sMgll appear on the ballot at the runoff
election shall be those who tied in the PRgvious election.

(c) The runoff election shall be coMgdered a separate election for the
purpose of voter registration under chapter 3 of this title.
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[Repealed.]

(e) Warnings for a runoff election shall be posted % required by subchapter
5 of this chapter, except that the warnings shall be post& not less than 10 days
before the runoff election.
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(f) The conduct of a runoff election shall be as providedn this chapter for
general elections.

* % * Special Election for Congressional Vacancies *
Sec. 17. 17 V.S.A. § 2621 is amended to read:

§2621. VACANCY IN OFFICE OF U.S. SENATOR OR
REPRESENTATIVE

(a) If a vacancy occurs in the office of U.S. Senator or U.S. Represent®ve,
the Governor shall call a special election to fill the vacancy. His or Mgr
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h) The special election shall be held not more than three six months
fron&he date the vacancy occurs, except that if the vacancy occurs within
six moWghs of a general election, the special election may be held the same day
as the g&eral election provided the ballots for the special election are able to
be distribMed by the deadline set forth in section 2479 of this title.

* ** Local Elections * * *
Sec. 18. 17 V.SM. § 2681 is amended to read:
§ 2681. NOMINAYONS,; PETITIONS; CONSENTS

(a)(1)(A) Nomindons of the municipal officers shall be by petition. The
petition shall be filed "Wgh the municipal clerk, together with the endorsement,
if any, of any party or paRes in accordance with the provisions of this title, not
later than 5:00 p.m. on tiMgsixth Monday preceding the day of the election,
which shall be the filing deapne.

% %k ok

(3) A petition shall contaiMghe name of only one candidate;—and-the
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* ** Voting on Town Manager Form & Governance * * *
Sec. 19. 24 V.S.A. chapter 37 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 37. TOWN, CITY, OR VILLAGRMANAGERS

% %k ok

§ 1241. PETITION; WARNING

When voters, in number equal to five percent of the legal Wggistered voters
in town, petition the selectboard therefor in writing to adopt W rescind the
town _manager form of governance, the warning for the annudor special
meeting which that shall be called upon such petition shall contaiiMgn article
in substantially the following form set forth in section 1243 of thisNhapter:
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Vhen-the-question—of-the-adoption-or—rejection—of A town may vote at an
ann®! or speczal meeting to adopt or rescind the provisions of this chapter is
a—mee ,: vherein-the-Australian—beallot system is—usedtor—the

ers—there. A vote on the questzon shall be printed-upon—the

ballots-bAgw-the list-of candidatesthefollowingquestion in substantially the
ollowing fOR

““Will Shalthe [town name] vote-to-take advantage of [adopt/rescind] the

town manager Wrm_of governance in accordance with the provisions of
chapter 37 of TitRg 24 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated and-authorize—the

12
electboard-to-empnl M -a-town-manacer?
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* %% Campaign FinaRge, Reporting Dates * * *
Sec. 20. 17 V.S.A. § 2964 is amended tead.:

§ 2964. CAMPAIGN REPORTS; CANDIDYTES FOR STATE OFFICE,
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, ANDOUNTY OFFICE;
POLITICAL COMMITTEES; POLITRAL PARTIES

(a)(1) Each candidate for State office, the $eneral Assembly, or a two-
year-term county office who has rolled over any aMpunt of surplus into his or
her new campaign or who has made expenditures ®& accepted contributions
of $500.00 or more during the two-year general electMg cycle and, except as
provided in subsection (b) of this section, each political Bmmittee that has not
filed a final report pursuant to subsection 2965(b) of thi%chapter, and each
political party required to register under section 2923 of thiXghapter shall file
with the Secretary of State campaign finance reports as follow.

(A) in the first year of the two-year general electMg cycle, on
July £3 1; and

(B) in the second year of the two-year general election cycle’
(i) on March 15;
(ii) on July +5 1 and August 45 1;
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etion, and
(v) two weeks after the general election.

(2 Each candidate for a four-year-term county office who has rolled
over any dgount of surplus into his or her new campaign or who has made
expenditures Wy accepted contributions of $500.00 or more during the four-
vear general eXgtion cycle shall file with the Secretary of State campaign
finance reports as¥llows:

(A) in the fMgt three years of the four-year general election cycle, on
July £3 1; and

(B) in the fourth YWr of the four-year general election cycle:
(i) on March 15;
(ii) on July +5 1 and Mggust 45 1;
(iii) on September I;

(iv) on October 1, October®y, and the Friday before the general
election, and

(v) two weeks after the general el®gion.

% %k ok

* & % Effective Dates * * *
Sec. 21. EFFECTIVE DATES
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2019, except that:

(1) this section and Sec. 20, 17 V.S.A. § 2964 (caMpaign finance
reports), shall take effect on passage; and

(2) in Sec. 12, 17 V.S.A. chapter 51, subchapter 6 (early oMyabsentee
voters), § 2546b (early voting in town clerk’s office; deposit inWg vote
tabulator) shall take effect on July 1, 2020, except that the Secretary of Mtate
shall adopt the guidelines described in subdivision (a)(2) of that section orgr

* * % Ratification of Articles of Amendment to the Vermont Constitution * * *
Sec. 1. 17 V.S.A. chapter 32 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 32. PUBLICATION AND RATIFICATION OF ARTICLES OF
AMENDMENT TO VERMONT CONSTITUTION

% %k ok
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§ 1841. CONSTITUTIONAL REQUIREMENTS

(a) Amendments to the Constitution, having been proposed by the General
Assembly, published, and concurred in by the succeeding General Assembly as
required by § 72 of Chapter Il of the Constitution, shall be submitted to the
people of the state State for their ratification and adoption in the manner
provided in this chapter.

(b) Following the concurrence by the succeeding General Assembly but
prior to being submitted to the people of the State, the Governor shall issue a
proclamation providing public notice of the proposed constitutional
amendment.

§ 1842. TIME OF VOTING; WARNING

(a) The people shall be assembled for the purpose of voting on the article
of amendment in their respective towns and cities at the same time and place
as for the general election, on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
November, in even-numbered years, and the warning for each meeting shall
contain an article, in substance as follows:

“To see if the freemen-and-freewomen voters will vote to accept or reject the

proposed article of amendment to the Constitution of Vermont.”

(b) The omission of that article from the warning shall not invalidate nor
affect the vote on the proposed article of amendment, and the freemen—and
freewomen voters of each town or city shall vote on the article of amendment
whether the warning contains the foregoing article or not.

§ 1843. PROCESS OF VOTING; MAKING RETURNS, CONDUCT OF
MEETINGS

(a)(1) At those meetings the freemen—andfreewomen voters may vote by

ballot for or against the article of amendment.

(2) The same officer shall preside in each such meeting as provided in
section 2680 of this title.

(b) The board of civil authority shall, in open meeting, receive, sort, and
count the votes of the freemen-and-freewomen voters for and against the article
of amendment and the result shall be declared by the presiding officer. That
result shall be recorded by the clerk of the town or city and true returns thereof
shall be made, sealed up and sent by the clerk by mail or otherwise to the
Secretary of State as provided in section 2588 of this title.

(c) The ballot-boxesfor-thereception-ofvotes polls for voting on the article

of amendment shall be epened-and-shall-close open as provided in section
2561 of this title.
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§ 1844. PUBLICATION IN NEWSPAPERS AND ON STATE WEBSITES;
BALLOTS

(a)(1) The Secretary of State shall, between September 25 and October 1 in
any year in which a vote on ratification of an article of amendment is taken,
prepare copies of the proposal of amendment and forward them, with a
summary of proposed changes, for publication in at least two newspapers
having general circulation in the State, as determined by the Secretary of State.

(2) The proposal shall be so published once each week for three
successive weeks in each of the papers at the expense of the State and on the
websites of the General Assembly and the Office of the Secretary of State.

(b) The Secretary of State shall cause ballots to be prepared for a vote by
the freemen—and freewomen voters of the State upon the proposal of

amendment.

§ 1845. QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS; €CHECKLISTS BOOTHS;
CLERKS CONDUCT OF ELECTION

The qualifications of voters on the proposal of amendment, the checklist
requirements for the election, and all other provisions relating to the conduct
of the election shall be the same as those required ef—ve{-e.us at general

§ 1846. FAILURE TO POST CHECKLISTS

The failure of the selectboard of any town, or the proper officers of any city,

to prepare and post checklists of the freemen-andfreewomen voters of the town
or city atleast-30-days—before—thefirstTuesday—after—the first Monday—in
November—in-even-nmbered-years; as provided by section 1845 2141 of this

title, shall not invalidate the votes given by the freemen-and-freewomen voters
of the town or city upon the proposed article of amendment.
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§ 1848. TABULATION OF RETURNS; RECORD OF AMENDMENTS

The Governor and Secretary of State shall, on the second Tuesday of
December, of the year in which a vote on ratification of an article of
amendment is taken, open and tabulate the returns made under section 1843 of
this title chapter, and if it appears therefrom that the article of amendment has
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been ratified and adopted by a majority of the freemen-andfreewomen voters

voting thereon, the amendment shall be enrolled on the parchment and
deposited in the office of the Secretary of State as a part of the Constitution of
this State and shall, in all future official revisions of the laws, be published in
immediate connection therewith.

§ 1849. PROCLAMATION BY GOVERNOR

The Governor shall thereupon forthwith issue his or her proclamation,
attested by the Secretary of State, reciting the article of amendment and
announcing the ratification and adoption of it by the people of this State under
this chapter and that the amendment has become a part of the Constitution
thereof and requiring all magistrates-and officers; and all citizens of the State
to take notice thereof and govern themselves accordingly, or that the article of
amendment has been rejected, as the case may be.

§ 1850. TRANSMISSION OF COPIES OF ACT CHAPTER AND FORMS
10 CLERKS

(a) The Secretary of State shall send to the clerk of each city and town a
copy of this aet chapter at least two months before the vote on the ratification
of an article of amendment.

(b) In any year in which a vote on ratification of an article of amendment
is taken, the Secretary of State shall, within the period prescribed by section
1844 of this title chapter, send to the clerk of each city and town ballots
provided for in that section 4844-of-this-title and blank forms for the returns of
votes on the article of amendment.

* * % Reapportionment * * *
Sec. 2. 17 V.S.A. § 1881a is amended to read:
s 1881a. SENATORIAL DISTRICTS; NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION
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(c)(1) Petitions for nominating candidates for Senator in the General
Assembly by primary or by certificates of nomination of candidates for that
office by convention, caucus, committee, or voters under chapter 49 of this title
may be filed in the office of any county clerk in a senatorial district.

(2)(A) On the day after the last day for filing those petitions or
certificates for that office, the other county clerk shall notify the senatorial
district clerk of the facts concerning those petitions or certificates.

(B) The senatorial district clerk shall be responsible for determining
the names of candidates and other facts required by law to appear on the
ballot for the office of Senator, and for obtaining and distributing the ballots to
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the other clerks in the district.

>
1234 Vo3 %da, CnArate a¥i% hooe o a¥d 2 Vo, a Z¥atia 7,
G Az G G G G G y—6 g

% %k ok

Sec. 3. 17 V.S.A. § 1901 is amended to read:
§ 1901. PURPOSE

(a) The Supreme Court of the United States has ruled that the Equal
Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
requires all state legislative bodies to be apportioned in such manner as to
achieve substantially equal weighting of the votes of all voters in the choice of
legislators.

(b) To comply with such requirement it will be necessary to reapportion the
House of Representatives and Senate at periodic intervals, so that changes may
be recognized in legislative apportionment.

(c) It is the purpose of this chapter to achieve such reapportionment in an
orderly and impartial manner.

Sec. 4. 17 V.S.A. § 1909 is amended to read:
$ 1909. REVIEW

(a) Within 30 days of the effective date of any apportionment bill enacted
pursuant to section 1906b, 1906c, or 1907 of this title chapter, any five or

more freemen-and-freewomen voters of the State aggrieved by the plan or act

may petition the Supreme Court of Vermont for review of same.

(b) The sole grounds of review to be considered by the Supreme Court shall
be that the apportionment plan, or any part of it, is unconstitutional or violates
section 1903 of this title chapter.

ok ok
* % Offenses Against the Purity of Elections * * *
Sec. 5. 17 V.S.A. § 2017 is amended to read:
§ 2017. UNDUE INFLUENCE

A person who attempts by bribery, threats, or any undue influence to

dictate, control, or alter the vote of a freeman-or-freewoman voter about to be

given at a local, primary, or general election shall be fined not more than
$200.00.
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* k% Voter Registration * * *
Sec. 5a. 17 V.S.A. § 2145 is amended to read:
§ 2145. APPLICATION FORMS
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(f) A person who makes a false statement in completing a voter registration
application form or the voter registration portion of an application for a motor
vehicle driver’s license or nondriver identification card or of an application for
the services of a designated automatic voter registration agency knowing the
statement to be false shall be subject to the penalties of perjury as provided in
13 V.S.A. § 2901, except that a person who is not eligible to register to vote
and who otherwise completes the application accurately shall not be
considered to have made a false statement under this subsection by his or her
unintentional failure to decline to register on a motor vehicle driver’s license
or nondriver identification card application under section 2145a of this
chapter or on a designated automatic voter registration agency s application
under subsection 2145b(e) of this chapter.
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Sec. 6. 17 V.S.A. § 2145a is amended to read:

§ 2145a. REGISTRATIONS AT THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR
VEHICLES

(a) An application for, or renewal of, a motor vehicle driver’s license or
nondriver identification card shall serve as a simultaneous application to
register to vote unless the applicant checks the box on the application
designating that he or she declines to use the application as a voter
registration application.
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(c) An application for voter registration under this section shall update any
previous voter registration by the applicant. Any change of address form
submitted to the Department of Motor Vehicles in connection with an
application for a motor vehicle driver’s license shall serve to update voter
registration information previously provided by the voter, unless the voter
States on the form that the change of address is not for voter registration
purposes.

(d)(1) The Department of Motor Vehicles shall transmit motor vehicle
driver’s license and nondriver identification card applications received under
this section to the Secretary of State not later than five days after the date the
application was accepted by the Department, or before the date of any primary
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or general election, whichever is sooner.

(2) The Department of Motor Vehicles shall not transmit motor vehicle
driver’s license and nondriver identification card applications when the
applicant has designated that he or she declines to be registered.

(3) The Department of Motor Vehicles shall ensure confidentiality of
records as required by subdivision (b)(2)(A) of this section.
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(i) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (d) of this section or any
other provision of law to the contrary, the Department of Motor Vehicles shall
share its motor vehicle driver's license, driver privilege card, and nondriver
identification card customer data with the Secretary of State’s office for the
Secretary’s use in conducting voter registration and voter checklist
maintenance activities.

Sec. 7. 17 V.S.A. § 2145b is amended to read:
§ 2145b. VOTER REGISTRATION AGENCIES

(a) Each voter registration agency shall:

(1) distribute voter registration application forms approved under
section 2145 of this title,

(2) assist applicants in completing voter registration application forms,
unless the applicant refuses such assistance; and

(3) accept completed voter registration applications and transmit
completed applications to the Secretary of State not later than 10 days after
the date of acceptance, or before the date of any primary or general election,
whichever is sooner.

(b) The Secretary shall promptly transmit applications received under this
section to the clerks of the appropriate municipalities.

(c)(1) A voter registration agency shall provide each applicant who does
not decline to register to vote the same degree of assistance with regard to the
completion of the voter registration application that the office provides with
regard to the completion of its own forms, unless the applicant refuses such
assistance.

(2) If an agency provides services to a person with a disability at
the person’s home, the agency shall provide the services described in
subsection (a) of this section at the person’s home.
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(d) 4 Except as provided in subsection (e) of this section, a voter
registration agency that provides services or assistance in addition to
conducting voter registration shall distribute a voter registration application
with each application for the services or assistance provided by the agency,
and with each recertification, renewal, or change of address form relating to
those services or assistance. In addition to the voter registration application
form, the agency shall distribute a separate form that includes the following:

(1) The question, “If you are not registered to vote where you live now,
would you like to apply to register to vote here today?”

(2) In the case of an agency that provides public assistance, the
statement, “Applying to register or declining to register to vote will not affect
the amount of assistance that you will be provided by this agency.”

(3) Boxes for the applicant to check to indicate whether the applicant
would like to register or declines to register to vote, together with the
statement, “IF YOU DO NOT CHECK EITHER BOX, YOU WILL BE
CONSIDERED TO HAVE DECIDED NOT TO REGISTER TO VOTE AT THIS
TIME.”

(4) The statement, “If you would like help in filling out the voter
registration application form, we will help you. The decision whether to seek
or accept help is yours. You may fill out the application form in private.”

(5) The statement, “If you believe that someone has interfered with your
right to register or to decline to register to vote, you may file a complaint with
the Secretary of State (Secretary of State’s office address and telephone
number).”

(e) The Secretary of State may designate voter registration agencies that
shall provide qualified applicants for such agency’s services, or qualified
inmates within the custody of the Department of Corrections, with automatic
voter registration as an integrated option on application forms for services
provided by those agencies.

(1) Such designations shall be limited to a voter registration agency or a
specific program administered by such an agency:

(A) that, in the regular course of the agency's or program'’s business,
already collects and verifies documents necessary to provide proof of an
individual s eligibility to vote under subchapter 1 of this chapter; and

(B) whose secretary, commissioner, or other applicable head of the
agency has approved of such designation.
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(2) A voter registration agency shall not collect data necessary to
establish an individual's eligibility to vote solely for the purpose of being
designated an automatic voter registration agency under this subsection.

(3) On or before January 1 of each year, the Secretary shall in
accordance with the approval given by a voter registration agency's secretary,
commissioner, or other head:

(A) publish on his or her official website a list of voter registration
agencies designated under this subsection,

(B) specify which programs or services offered by each agency are
included within the designation; and

(C) provide the date by which the agencys specified programs or
services will comply with requirements of this subsection.

(4) Beginning on the date by which a voter registration agency’s
specified programs or services will comply with requirements of this
subsection, an application for those services and any change of address form
related to those services provided by the agency shall request the following
information in a form approved by the Secretary of State:

(A) The applicant s citizenship.
(B) The applicant s date of birth.
(C) The applicant’s town of legal residence.

(D) The applicant’s street address or a description of the physical
location of the applicant s residence. The description must contain sufficient
information so that the town clerk can determine whether the applicant is a
resident of the town.

(E) The voter s oath.

(F) The applicant’s e-mail address, which shall be optional to
provide.

(5) An application for a designated automatic voter registration
agency s services shall provide the following statements:

(A) “By signing and submitting this application, you are authorizing
this voter registration agency to transmit this application to the Secretary of
State for voter registration purposes. YOU MAY DECLINE TO REGISTER.
Both the office through which you submit this application and your decision of
whether or not to register will remain confidential and will be used for voter
registration purposes only.”’
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(B) “In order to be registered to vote, you must. (1) be a U.S.
citizen, (2) be a resident of Vermont; (3) have taken the voter's oath; and (4)
be 18 years of age or older. Any person meeting the requirements of (1)—(3)
who will be 18 years of age on or before the date of a general election may
register and vote in the primary election immediately preceding that general
election. Fuailure to decline to register is an attestation that you meet the
requirements to vote.”’

(6)(4) An application for a designated automatic voter registration
agency s services shall provide the penalties provided by law for submission of
a false voter registration application and shall require the signature of the
applicant, under penalty of perjury.

(B) If a person who is ineligible to vote becomes registered to vote
pursuant to this subsection in the absence of a violation of subsection 2145(f)
of this chapter, that person's registration shall be presumed to have been
effected with official authorization and not the fault of that person.

()(1) The Secretary of State shall have the authority to audit any voter
registration agency to determine compliance with the requirements of this
section and to require any voter registration agency to implement any remedial
measures necessary to ensure compliance with this section.

(2) The Secretary of Administration shall provide the Secretary of State
any assistance that is necessary to ensure the cooperation of voter registration
agencies in implementing any remedial measures the Secretary of State
requires under this subsection.

Sec. 8. 17 V.S.A. § 2150 is amended to read:
§ 2150. REMOVING NAMES FROM CHECKLIST
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(d) Except as provided in subsection (a) of this section, a board of civil
authority shall only remove a name from the checklist in accorvdance with the
following procedure:

(1) If the board of civil authority is satisfied that a voter whose
eligibility is being considered is still qualified to vote in the municipality, the
voter'’s name shall remain on the checklist, and no further action shall be
taken.

(2)(A)(i) If the board of civil authority does not immediately know that
the voter is still qualified to vote in the municipality, the board shall attempt to
determine with certainty what the true status of the voters eligibility is.
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(ii) The board of civil authority may consider and rely upon
official and unofficial public records and documents, including telephone
directories, city directories, newspapers, death certificates, ebituary obituaries
(or other public netice notices of death), tax records, and any checklist or
checklists showing persons who voted in any election within the last four years.

(iii) The board of civil authority may also designate one or more
persons to attempt to contact the voter personally.

(B) Any voter whom the board of civil authority finds through such
inquiry to be eligible to remain on the checklist shall be retained without
further action being taken.

(C) The name of any voter proven to be deceased shall be removed
from the checklist.

(3)(A)(i) If after conducting its inquiry the board of civil authority or
town clerk is unable to locate a voter whose name is on the checklist, or if the
inquiry reveals facts indicating that the voter may no longer be eligible to vote
in the municipality, the board of civil authority or, upon request of the board,
the town clerk shall send a written notice to the voter.

(ii) The notice shall be sent by first-class mail to the most recent
known address of the voter, asking the voter to verify his or her current
eligibility to vote in the municipality.

(iii) The notice shall be sent with the required U.S. Postal Service
language for requesting change of address information.

(B) Enclosed with the notice shall be a pestage-paid postage-paid
pre-addressed return form on which the voter may reply swearing or affirming

the voter'’s current place of residence as the municipality in question or
alternatively consenting to the removal of the voter’s name.

(C) The notice required by this subsection shall also include the
following:

A)i) A statement informing the voter that if the voter has not
changed his or her residence, or if the voter has changed his or her residence
but the change was within the area covered by the checklist, the voter should
return the form to the town clerks office. The statement shall also inform the
voter that if he or she fails to return the form as provided in this subdivision,
written affirmation of the voter's address shall be required before the voter is
permitted to vote.
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(B)(ii) Information concerning how the voter can register to vote in
another state or another municipality within this State.

(4) If the voter confirms in writing that the voter has changed his or her
residence to a place outside the area covered by the checklist, the board of civil
authority shall remove the voter's name from the checklist.

(5) In the case of voters who failed to respond to the notice sent
pursuant to subdivision (3) of this subsection, the board of civil authority shall
remove the voter s name from the checklist on the day after the second general
election following the date of such notice, if the voter has not voted or
appeared to vote in an election since the notice was sent or has not otherwise
demonstrated his or her eligibility to remain on the checklist.

(6)(A)  Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (5) of this
subsection, if at any time subsequent to removal of a person’s name from the
checklist, the board determines that the person was still qualified to vote and
that the voter's name should not have been removed, the board shall add the
person’s name to the checklist as provided in section 2147 of this title chapter.

(B) The provisions of this chapter shall be liberally construed, so that
if there is any reasonable doubt whether a person'’s name should have been
removed from the checklist, the person shall have the right to have the person's
name immediately returned to the checklist.

(7)(A) The board of civil authority shall keep detailed records of its
proceedings under this subchapter for at least two years. These records,
except records relating to a person’s decision not to register to vote or to the
identity of the voter registration agency through which any particular voter
registered, shall be public records and shall be available for inspection and
copying at actual cost. The records shall include:

A)(i) in the case of each name removed from the checklist, a clear
statement of the reason or reasons for which the name was removed;

B)(ii) in the case of the updating of the checklist required by
subsection (c) of this section, the working copy or copies of the checklist used
in the name by name review conducted to ascertain continued eligibility to
vote,

(C)(iii) the total number of new registrations occurring during the
period between general elections;

P)(iv) the total number of persons removed from the checklist during
the period between general elections; and
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E)v) lists of the names and addresses of all persons to whom notices
were sent under this subsection, and information concerning whether or not
each person to whom a notice was sent responded to the notice as of the date
that inspection of the records is made.

(B)(i) A letter certifying compliance with this section shall be filed

with the Secretary of State by on or before September 20 of each odd-
numbered year.

(ii) Upon request of any Superior judge or upon request of the
Secretary of State, the town clerk shall forward a certified copy of the records
of checklist maintenance.

Sec. 8a. 17 V.S.A. § 2154 is amended to read:
§ 2154. STATEWIDE VOTER CHECKLIST
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(b)(1) A registered voter’s month and day of birth, driver’s license or
nondriver identification number, telephone number, e-mail address, and the
last four digits of his or her Social Security number shall be kept confidential
and are exempt from public inspection and copying under the Public Records
Act.

(2) A public agency as defined in 1 V.S.A. § 317 and any officer,
employee, agent, or independent contractor of a public agency shall not
knowingly disclose a copy of all of the statewide voter checklist or, a
municipalitys portion of the statewide voter checklist, or any other municipal
voter checklist to any foreign government or to a federal agency or commission
or to a person acting on behalf of a foreign government or of such a federal
entity for the purpose of:

(A)  registration of a voter based on his or her information
maintained in the checklist;

(B) publicly disclosing a voter’s information maintained in the
checklist; or

(C) comparing a voter's information maintained in the checklist to
personally identifying information contained in other federal or state
databases.
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* * * Political Parties * * *
Sec. 9. 17 V.S.A. chapter 45 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 45. POLITICAL PARTIES
§ 2301. ORGANIZATION OF MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES

A major political party shall organize biennially as provided in this chapter.
Ne A person acting on behalf of a major political party shall not accept any
contribution or make any expenditure (except for the purpose of organizing
under this chapter) unless the party has a current certificate of organization on
file with the Secretary of State.

§2302. STATE CHAIR TO CALL CAUCUS

(a) The chair of the State committee of a party shall set a date for members
of the party to meet in caucus in their respective towns—which. The date shall
be between September 10 and September 30, inclusive, in each odd-numbered
year.

(b) At least 14 days before the date set for the caucuses, the State chair
shall mail or electronically mail a notice of the date and purpose of the
caucuses to each town clerk and to each town and county chair of the party.

§2303. TOWN CHAIR TO GIVE NOTICE

(a) The town chair or, if unavailable or if the records of the Secretary of
State show there is no chair, any three voters of the town shall arrange to hold
a caucus on the day designated by the State chair, in some public place within
the town and shall set the hour of the caucus.

(b)(1) At least five days before the day of the caucus, the town chair shall
post a notice of the date, purpose, time, and place of the caucus in the town
clerk’s office and in at least one other public place in town.

(2) In towns of 3;000 5,000 or more population, he or she shall also
publish the notice:

(A) in a newspaper having general circulation in the town, or

(B) in a nonpartisan electronic news media website or online forum
that specializes in news of the State or the community.

(c) If three voters arrange to call the caucus, the voters shall designate one
person among them to perform the duties prescribed in subsection (b) of this
section for the town chair.



BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE S.107
2019 Page 106 of 128

§2304. TOWN CAUCUS

(a)(1) At the time and place set for the town caucus, the voters of the party
residing in the town shall meet in caucus and proceed to elect a town
committee, consisting of such number of voters of the town as the caucus
deems necessary, to serve during the following two years or until their
successors are elected or appointed.

(2) Additional members of a town committee may be elected by the town
committee at any meeting, and may be eligible to vote on matters before the
town committee at that meeting or at the next meeting, as determined by the
members of the committee before the election.

(b) The voter checklist used by the caucus shall be the most recent checklist
approved by the board of civil authority.

§ 2305. FIRST MEETING OF TOWN COMMITTEE

(a)(1) The first meeting of the town committee shall be held immediately
following adjournment of the caucus.

(2) At this meeting, members of the town committee shall elect
committee officers and delegates to the county committee.

(b) All officers and other members of the town committee and all delegates
to the county committee shall be voters of the town.

§ 2306. PROCEDURE UPON FAILURE TO HOLD CAUCUS

If the voters of the party residing in any town fail to hold a caucus on the
day designated by the State ehairman chair, any three or more voters of the
party residing in the town may call and hold a caucus at any time thereafter, in
the manner provided above in sections 2303 through 2305 of this chapter.
Those voters calling the caucus shall designate one of-their—nwmber person
among them to perform the duties prescribed above in section 2303 for the
town chair.

§ 2307. CERTIFICATION OF OFFICERS AND COUNTY COMMITTEE
DELEGATES

(a) Within 72 hours after the caucus, the chair and secretary of the town
committee shall meil submit to the Seeretary—of-State—and-the chairs of the
State and county committees a copy of the notice calling the meeting and a
certified list of the names, and mailing addresses, phone numbers, and e-mails
of the officers and members of the town committee and of the delegates to the
county committee.

(b) A committee is not considered organized until a certificate of
organization is filed by the State committee with the Secretary of State
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pursuant to section 2313 of this chapter. it-hastiled-the material requived-by

(c) The Secretary of State shall furnish forms for this purpose to the chair
of the State committee of a political party.

$ 2308. COMPOSITION OF COUNTY COMMITTEE

(a) The number of delegates to the county committee that each town caucus
is entitled to elect shall be apportioned by the State committee, based upon the
number of votes cast for the party's candidate for Governor in the last election,
provided that each town caucus shall be entitled to elect at least two delegates.

(b) Delegates to the county committee shall be voters of the town, but need
not be members of the town committee;—they.

(c) Delegates shall serve duringthefollowing for two years following their

election or until their successors are elected or appointed.
§ 2309. FIRST MEETING OF COUNTY COMMITTEE

(a)(1) The chair of the State committee shall set a date;not-more-than45
days-after-the-date-of the party-s-cauncuses; for the first meeting of each county

committee.

(2) The State chair shall notify the chairs of the county committees of
the date of the meeting.

(3)(A) The chair of the county committee shall set the hour and place of
the meeting and shall notify all delegates-elect by mail or electronic mail not
less than 10 days prior to the meeting.

(B) If the chair of the county committee receives notice that a town
committee within the county has organized 10 or fewer days before the date of
the first meeting of the county committee, the chair must shall notify the newly
elected members within 48 hours of receiving notice of the organized town
committee.

(b)(1) At the time and place set for the meeting, the delegates shall proceed
to elect their officers and perfect an organization of the county committee for
the ensuing two years.

(2) All officers and other members of the county committee and all
delegates to the State committee shall be voters of the county.

§2310. ELECTION OF STATE COMMITTEE

(a)(1) The chair of the county committee shall be a member of the State
committee.
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(2) Each county committee shall be entitled to elect at least two
additional members of the State committee. These delegates need not be
members of the county committee.

(3) If the rules or bylaws of a State committee provide for
apportionment of additional members of the State committee to come from the
county, the county committee also shall elect those additional members.

(b) All county committee members and officers and all persons elected to
the State committee shall be voters in the county from which they are elected.

(c) County committee members and delegates to the State committee shall
serve for the—fellowing two years following their election or until their
successors are elected or appointed.

§ 2311. CERTIFICATION OF COUNTY OFFICERS AND STATE
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

(a) Within 72 hours of the first meeting of the county committee, its chair
and secretary shall mail submit to the-Seeretary-of-State-and the chair of the
State committee a copy of the notice calling the meeting and a certified list of
the names, and mailing addresses, phone numbers, and e-mails of the officers
of the county committee and of the members elected by the county committee to
the State committee.

(b) A committee is not considered organized until it-hasfiled-the-materieal
required—by—this—section a certificate of organization is filed by the State

committee with the Secretary of State pursuant to section 2313 of this chapter.

(c) The Secretary of State shall prescribe and furnish forms for this
purpose.

§ 2312. FIRST MEETING OF THE STATE COMMITTEE
Q The chair of the State committee shall name an hour and place of

ﬁhe{#st—meeﬂ%g—ef—éhe—ee&m%e%ﬁee—ef—éhe—paﬁy at whzch time the

members-elect of the State committee shall meet and perfect an organization of
the State committee for the ensuing two years.

(b) The chair of the State committee shall notify all members-elect of the
State committee in writing, at least severn 10 days before the day set for the
meeting.

§ 2313. FILING OF CERTIFICATE OF ORGANIZATION

(a)(1) Within 10 days after the first meeting of the State committee of a
party, the chair and secretary shall file in the office of the Secretary of State a
certificate stating that the party has completed its organization for the ensuing
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two years and has substantially complied with the provisions of this chapter.

(2) However, no State committee shall be eligible to file a certificate of
organization unless it has town committees organized in at least 30 towns in
this State and county committees organized in at least seven counties by
January 1 of the year of the general election.

(b) The certificate of organization shall:

(1) set forth the names, and mailing addresses, phone numbers, and e-
mails of the officers and members of the State committee, together with the
counties that they represent—t-shatl-also;

(2) contain a listing of the towns and counties in which committees have
organized,

(3) designate, in not more than three words, the name by which the party
shall be identified on any Australian ballot; and shall

(4) be accompanied by a copy of the notice calling the meeting.

% %k ok

s-ha-ll—be—é&ken—b;#see#et—w%ﬁen—ba—llet— [Regealed Z

§ 2317. VOTERS NOT TO PARTICIPATE IN MORE THAN ONE PARTY

Ne A voter shall not vote in the-biennial a town, county, or State caucus of
more than one party in the same year 12-month period, nor shall any voter
simultaneously hold membership on the committees of more than one political

party.
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§2319. PARTY CONVENTIONS FOR PLATFORMS AND
PRESIDENTLAL FLECHONS

On or before the fourth Tuesday in September in each even-numbered year,
upon the call of the chair of the State committee of the party, a party platform
convention of each organized political party shall be held to make and adopt

the platform of the party. Inpresidential years,—the-convention-shall-be-the
same-convention-held to-nominate presidential-electors-

% %k ok
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* * * Nominations * * *
Sec. 10. 17 V.S.A. chapter 49 is amended to read.:
CHAPTER 49. NOMINATIONS

Subchapter 1. Primary Elections

% %k ok

§2353. PETITIONS TO PLACE NAMES ON BALLOT

(a) The name of any person shall be printed upon the primary ballot as a
candidate for nomination by any major political party for any the office
indicated, if petitions a petition containing the requisite number of signatures
made by registered voters, in substantially the following form, are is filed with
the proper official, together with the person’s written consent to having his or
her name printed on the ballot:

% %k ok

(b)(1) A person’s name shall not be listed as a candidate on the primary
ballot of more than one party in the same election.

(2) A single petition shall contain only one office for which a person
seeks to be a candidate.

(3) A person shall file a separate petition for each office for which he or
she seeks to be a candidate.

§ 2354. SIGNING PETITIONS
(a) Any number of voters may sign the same petition.

(b)(1) A voter’s signature shall not be valid unless at the time he or she
signs, the voter is registered and qualified to vote for the candidate whose
petition he or she signs.

(2) Each voter shall indicate his or her town of residence next to his or
her signature.

(c) The signature of a voter on a candidate’s petition does not necessarily

indicate that the voter supports the candidate. A—mt—eps-ha—ll—net—&zgn—me#e

(d) A petition shall contain the name of only one candidate.

% %k ok
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§ 2368. CANVASSING COMMITTEE MEETINGS
After the primary election is conducted—the.

(1) The canvassing committee for State and national offices and
statewide public questions shall meet at 10 a.m. one week after the day of the
election.

(2) The canvassing committee for county offices and, countywide public
questions, and State Senator shall meet at 10 a.m. on the third day following
the election.

(3) The canvassing committees for local offices and, local public
questions, ineluding and State Representative; shall meet at 10 a.m. on the day
after the election, except that in the case of canvassing committees for State
Representative in multi-town representative districts, the committees shall meet
at 10 a.m. on the third day after the election.

§ 2369. DETERMINING WINNER; TIE VOTES

(a) A person who receives a plurality of all the votes cast by a party in a
primary shall be a candidate of that party for the office designated on the
ballot.

(b)(1) If, after the period for requesting a recount under section 2602 of
this title has expired, no candidate has requested a recount and two or more
candidates of the same party are tied for the same office, or if the results of any
recount result in a tie the choice among those tied shall be determined upon
five days’ notice and not later than 10 days following the primary election by
the committee of that party, which shall meet to nominate a candidate from
among the tied candidates. The committee that nominates a candidate shall be
as follows:

(A) the State committee of a party for a State or congressional office;
(B) the senatorial district committee for State Senate;,
(C) the county committee for county office; or

(D) the representative district committee for a Representative to the
General Assembly.

(2) The committee chair shall certify the candidate nomination for the
general election to the Secretary of State within 48 hours of the nomination.

% %k ok

Subchapter 3. Independent Candidates

% %k ok
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§ 2403. NUMBER OF CANDIDATES,; PARTY NAMES

(a)(1) A statement of nomination shall contain the name of only one
candidate, except in the case of presidential and vice presidential candidates,
who may be nominated by means of the same statement of nomination. 4

(2) A single statement of nomination shall contain only one office for
which a person seeks to be a candidate.

% %k ok

Subchapter 4. Miscellaneous Provisions

% %k ok

§ 2414. CANDIDATES FOR STATE AND LEGISLATIVE OFFICE;
DISCLOSURE FORM

% 3k ok

(d)(1) A senatorial district clerk or representative district clerk who
receives a disclosure form under this section shall forward a copy of the
disclosure to the Secretary of State within three business days of receiving it.

(2)(A) The Secretary of State shall post a copy of any disclosure forms
and tax returns he or she receives under this section on his or her official State
website. The forms shall remain posted on the Secretary’s website until the
date of the filing deadline for petition and consent forms for major party
candidates for the statewide primary in the following election cycle.

% 3k ok

* %% Election Complaint Procedure * * *
Sec. 11. 17 V.S.A. § 2458 is amended to read:
§ 2458. COMPLAINT PROCEDURE

(a) The Secretary of State shall adopt rules to establish a uniform and
nondiscriminatory complaint procedure to be used by any person who believes
that a violation of this title or any other provision of Title i -of United-States
Publiec Law107-252 52 U.S.C. chapter 209, subchapter 1ll (Uniform and
Nondiscriminatory Election Technology and Administration Requirements) has
occurred, is occurring, or is about to occur in the course of any election in
which a candidate for federal office appears on the ballot.

(b) Ferpurposes-of As used in this section, “complaint” shall-mean means
a statement in writing made by a voter stating, with particularity, the violation,
notarized, and sworn or affirmed under penalty of perjury.
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(c) The Secretary’s rules shall provide for an informal proceeding to hear
complaints for all complainants unless a formal hearing is requested. Formal
complaints held pursuant to this section shall be in conformance with the rules
adopted by the Secretary.

(d) Any decision of the Secretary may be appealed to the Superior Court in
the county where the individual resides.

* % * Conduct of Elections * * *
Sec. 12. 17 V.S.A. § 2473 is amended to read:
§ 2473. PROVISIONS RELATIVE TO PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

% %k ok

(c)(1) If a candidate whose name is not printed on the ballot receives the
greatest number of votes for President, the Secretary of State shall notify him
or her of that fact, and within two weeks thereafter, the candidate shall file
with the Secretary of State, a list of freemen-and-freewomen voters equal to the
number of electors that the State is entitled to elect. The list shall be signed by
the candidate personally.

(2) The persons so named shall be electors, having the duties prescribed
in this title.

Sec. 13. 17 V.S.A. § 2508 is amended to read:
§ 2508. CAMPAIGNING DURING POLLING HOURS,; VOTER ACCESS

(a)(1) The presiding officer shall ensure during polling hours on the day of
the election that:

(A) within the building containing a polling place, no campaign
literature, stickers, buttons, name stamps, information on write-in candidates,
or other political materials that display the name of a candidate on the ballot
or an organized political party or that demonstrate support or opposition to a
question on the ballot are displayed, placed, handed out, or allowed to remain,

(B) within the building containing a polling place, no candidate,
election official, or other person distributes election materials, solicits voters
regarding an item or candidate on the ballot, or otherwise campaigns; and

(C) on the walks and driveways leading to a building in which a
polling place is located, no candidate or other person physically interferes
with the progress of a voter to and from the polling place.

(2) The provisions of subdivision (1) of this subsection shall apply to the
town clerk's office during any period of early or absentee voting.
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(b) During polling hours, the presiding officer shall control the placement
of signs on the property of the polling place in a fair manner.

(c) The provisions of this section shall be posted in the notice required by
section 2521 of this title chapter.

* ** Early or Absentee Voters * * *
Sec. 14. 17 V.S.A. chapter 51, subchapter 6 is amended to read:
Subchapter 6. Early or Absentee Voters
§ 2531. APPLICATION FOR EARLY VOTER ABSENTEE BALLOT
(a) Deadline to file.

(1)(A) A voter who expects to be an early or absentee voter, or an
authorized person on behalf of such voter, may apply for an early voter
absentee ballot until 5:00 p.m. or the closing of the town clerk’s office on the
day preceding the election.

}(B) If a town clerk does not have regular office hours on the day
before the election and his or her office will not otherwise be open on that day,
an application may be filed until the closing of the clerks office on the last day
that office has hours preceding the election.

(2)(4) In cases of emergency, including unanticipated illness or injury,
at his or her discretion the town clerk may accept a request for an absentee
ballot after the deadline set forth in subdivision (1) of this subsection.

(B) In such cases of emergency, the ballot may be mailed,
electronically delivered, or delivered by two justices of the peace as set forth in
subsection 2539(b) of this subchapter:

(b) Place of filing.

(1) All applications shall be filed with the town clerk of the town in
which the early or absentee voter is registered to vote.

(2) The town clerk shall file written applications and memoranda of
verbal applications in his or her office, and shall retain the applications and
memoranda for 90 days following the election, at which time they may be
destroyed.

(c) Australian ballot. Voting by early voter absentee ballot shall be allowed
only in elections using the Australian ballot system.
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§ 2532, APPLICATIONS AUTHORIZED APPLICANTS; APPLICATION
FORM; DUPLICATES

(a) Authorized applicants.

(1) An early or absentee voter, or an authorized family member or
health care provider acting in the voter’s behalf, may apply for an early voter
absentee ballot by telephone, in person, or in writing. “Feamily As used in this
subsection, ‘‘family member” here means a person's spouse, children, brothers,
sisters, parents, spouse s parents, grandparents, and spouse’s grandparents.

(2) Any other authorized person may apply in writing or in person;
provided, however, that voter authorization to such a person shall not be given
by response to a robotic phone call.

(b)2) Form of application.
(1) The application shall be in substantially the following form:
REQUEST FOR EARLY VOTER ABSENTEE BALLOT

Name of early or absentee voter:

Voter's Town of Residence:

Current physical address (address where you reside):

Telephone Number: E-mail Address:

Date:

I request early voter absentee ballot(s) for the election(s) checked below:
(1) Annual Town Meeting;
(2) All other local elections,
(3) August Primary Election;
(4) Presidential Primary (YOU MUST SELECT PARTY);
(5) November General Election;
(6) All elections in this calendar year.

Please deliver the ballot(s) as indicated below (check one):

(1) Mail to voter at:

Street or P.O. Box  Town/City State Zip Code

(2) Delivery by two Justices of the Peace (this may only be selected if
you are ill er-ifyou, injured, or have a physiecal disability).
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If applicant is other than early or absentee voter:

Name of applicant:

Address of applicant:

Relationship to early or absentee voter:

Organization, if applicable:
Date: Signature of applicant:

3)2) If the application is made by telephone or in writing, the
information supplied wust shall be in substantial conformance with the
information requested on this form.

(c) Simultaneous voter registration.

(1) If a person makes a simultaneous request to register to vote and to
apply for an early voter absentee ballot or if the request for an early voter
absentee ballot is made for a person who is not yet registered and the request
is—received-by—the town clerk receives the request prior to the deadline for
regquesting to apply for early voter absentee ballots set forth in section 2531 of
this ehapter subchapter, the town clerk shall mail a blank voter registration
application for-addition-to-the-checklist, together with a full set of early voter

absentee ballots, to that person.

(2) An official federal postcard application shall suffice as a
simultaneous application to register to vote and for an early voter absentee
ballot.

(3)(A) All such voter registration applications for—addition—to—the
cheeklist that are returned to the town clerk before the close of the polls on

election day shall be considered and acted upon by the board of civil authority
before the ballots are counted.
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(B) If the voter registration application is approved and the voter’s
name added to the checklist, the early voter absentee ballots cast by that voter
shall be treated as other valid early voter absentee ballots.

(d) Application time frame.

(1) An application for an early voter absentee ballot shall be valid for
the elections or the time frame specified by the applicant.

te)(2) A single application shall only be valid for any elections within the
same calendar year.

{e)(e) Duplicate early voter absentee ballots.

(1)(A) The town clerk may, upon application, issue a duplicate early
voter absentee ballot if the original ballot is not received by the voter within a
reasonable period of time after mailing.

(B) The application may be made by a person entitled to apply for an
early voter absentee ballot under subsection (a) of this section and shall be
accompanied by a sworn statement affirming that the voter has not received
the original ballot.

(2) If a duplicate early voter absentee ballot is issued and both the
duplicate and original early voter absentee ballots are received before the
close of the polls on election day, the ballot with the earlier postmark shall be
counted.

@(f) _Unauthorized applicants.

(1) Any person who applies for an early voter absentee ballot knowing
the person is without authorization from the early or absentee voter shall be
fined not more than $100.00 per violation for the first three violations, not
more than $500.00 per violation for the fourth through ninth violations, and
not more than $1,000.00 per violation for the tenth and subsequent violations.

(2) The Attorney General or a State’s Attorney, whenever he or she has
reason to believe any person to be or to have been in violation of this
provision, shall conduct a civil investigation in accordance with the procedures
set forth in section 2904 of this title.



BILL AS INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY SENATE AND HOUSE S.107
2019 Page 118 of 128

§ 2537. EARLY OR ABSENTEE VOTING IN THE TOWN CLERK'’S
OFFICE

(a)(1) A voter may, if he or she chooses, apply in person to the town clerk

for the early voter absentee ballots and envelopes rather—than—having them
mailed as required by section-2539 of this-subchapter.

(2) In this case, the clerk shall furnish the early voter absentee ballots
and envelopes when a valid application has been made, or at such time as the
clerk receives the ballots, whichever comes first.

(3) The voter may:

(4) mark his or her ballots, place them in the envelope, sign the
certificate, and return the ballots in the envelope containing the certificate to
the town clerk or an assistant town clerk without leaving the office of the town

clerk;, or thevoter-may

(B) take the ballots and return them to the town clerk in the same
manner as if the ballots had been received by mail.

(b) Neo—person—except Except for justices of the peace as provided in
section 2538 of this subchapter, may a person shall not take any ballot from

the town clerk on behalf of any other person.

§ 2538. DELIVERY OF BALLOTS BY JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

(a)(1) In the case of persons who are early or absentee voters due to
illness, injury, or physieal disability, ballots shall be delivered in the following
manner, unless the early or absentee voter has requested pursuant to section
2539 of this title subchapter that the early voter absentee ballots be mailed or
electronically delivered.

(2) Not later than three days prior to the election, the board of civil
authority or, upon request of the board, the town clerk, shall designate in pairs
Jjustices of the peace in numbers sufficient to deliver early voter absentee
ballots to the applicants for early voter absentee ballots who have stated in
their applications that they are unable to vote in person at the polling place

due to zllnessZ mgum orphys;ea-l dzsabzlzly bm—w%e—hmze—ne#eq-ue#ed—m—éhem
; hem. No A pair

shall not consist of two ]ustzces from the same polmcal parly

(3) If there shall not be available a sufficient number of justices to make
up the required number of pairs, a member of each remaining pair shall be
designated by the board, to be selected from lists of registered voters submitted
by the chairs of the town committees of political parties, and from among
registered voters who in written application to the board state that they are not
affiliated with any political party.
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(4) Ne A candidate or spouse, parent, or child of a candidate shall not
be eligible to perform the duties prescribed by this section unless the candidate
involved is not disqualified by section 2456 of this title chapter from serving as

an election official. This-shall not-prevent-a—candidate for-district-office from
serving as-a-justice-in-another-district-

(5) The compensation of justices and voters designated under this
subsection shall be fixed by the board of civil authority and shall be paid by
the town.

(6) The justices may, but shall not be required to, deliver ballots outside
the town.

(b)(1) The town clerk shall divide the list of applicants who have an illness,
injury, or physical disability into approximately as many equal parts as there
are pairs of justices so designated, having regard to the several parts of the
town in which the applicants may be found.

(2) As soon as early voter absentee ballots are available, the clerk shall
deliver to each pair of justices one part of the list, together with early voter
absentee ballots and envelopes for each applicant.

(3) When justices receive ballots and envelopes prior to election day,
they shall receive only the ballots and envelopes they are assigned to deliver
on that day.

(c)(1) Each pair of justices on the days they are assigned to deliver the
ballots and envelopes shall call upon each of the early or absentee voters
whose name appears on the part of the list furnished to them and shall deliver
early voter absentee ballots and envelopes to each early or absentee voter.

(2) The early or absentee voter shall then proceed to mark the ballots
alone or in the presence of the justices, but without exhibiting them to the
Justices or to any other person, except that when the early or absentee voter is
blind or physically unable to mark his or her ballot ballots, they may be
marked by one of the justices in full view of the other.

$ 2539. MAILING DELIVERY OF EARLY VOTER ABSENTEE
BALLOTS: A OTERS WHO ARE PERMANENTLY DISABLED

(a) Default; town office or mail.

(1) Unless Except as provided in subsections (b) and (c) of this section,
unless the early or absentee voter votes in the town clerk's office as set forth in

section 2537 of this subchapter, or-unless-thejustices—are-to-deliver-the-early
yvoter—absentee—ballots—to—the—early—or—absenteeveoter. the town clerk shall

provide to the early or absentee voter who comes to the town clerk’s office a
complete set of early voter absentee ballots or mail a complete set of early
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voter absentee ballots to each early or absentee voter for whom a valid
application has been filed.

(2) The early voter absentee ballots shall be mailed forthwith upon the
filing of a valid application, or upon the town clerk’s receipt of the necessary
ballots, whichever is later:

(b) Voters who are ill, injured, or have a disability. In the case of persons
who are early or absentee voters due to illness, injury, or physieal disability, if
the voter or authorized person requests in his or her application or otherwise
that early voter absentee ballots be mailed rather-than-delivered-byjustices-of
the—peace or _electronically delivered, the town clerk shall mail or
electronically deliver the ballots; otherwise the ballots shall be delivered to
suchvoters the voter by justices of the peace as set forth in section 2538 of this

subchapter. In-the-case-of all-other-earh—or-absentee voters,—the-town-clerk

(c) Military or overseas voters.

(1) Early voter absentee ballots to for military or overseas voters shall
be sent air mail, first class, postpaid when such service is available, or they
may be sent-by-emeail electronically delivered when requested by the voter.

(2)(A) The town clerk’s office shall be open on the 46th day before any
election that includes a federal office and the town clerk shall send on or
before that day all absentee ballots to any military or overseas voter who
requested an early voter absentee ballot on or before that day.

(B) On that day the town clerk shall complete any reporting
requirements and any other responsibilities regarding the mailing of early
voter absentee ballots to military or overseas voters, as directed by the
Secretary of State.

§ 2540. INSTRUCTIONS TO BE SENT WITH BALLOTS

(a) The town clerk shall send with all early voter absentee ballots and
envelopes printed instructions, which may be included on the envelope, in
substantially the following form:

INSTRUCTIONS FOR EARLY OR ABSENTEE VOTERS
1. Mark the ballots.
2. Place them in this envelope.

3. Fill out and sign the certificate on the envelope.
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4. Mail or deliver the envelope containing the ballots to the town clerk of the
town where you are a registered voter in time to arrive not later than election
day.

Note: If these ballots have been brought to you personally by two
Justices of the peace because of your illness, injury or physical disability, just
return them to the justices after you have signed the envelope. YOU HAVE
THE RIGHT TO MARK YOUR BALLOTS IN PRIVATE - but if you ask for

help in filling out the ballots, they will give it to you.

BE SURE TO FILL OUT AND SIGN THE CERTIFICATE ON THIS
ENVELOPE OR YOUR VOTE WILL NOT COUNT!

(b) In the case of early absentee voting in a primary, the instructions shall
also include appropriate instructions prepared by the Secretary of State for
separating and depositing unvoted ballots in a separate envelope provided and
clearly marked for that purpose.

§ 2541. MARKING OF BALLOTS

(a) An early or absentee voter to whom ballots, envelopes, and instructions
are mailed shall mark the ballots in accordance with the instructions.

officer- A person who gives assistance to a voter in the marking or registering
of ballots shall not in any way divulge any information regarding the choice of
the voter or the manner in which the voter’s ballot was cast.

(c) If an early or absentee voter makes an error in marking a ballot, the
voter may return that ballot by mail or in person to the town clerk and receive
another ballot, consistent with the provisions of section 2568 of this title

chapter.

% %k ok

Q 2546b. EARLY VOTING IN TOWN CLERK'S OFFICE; DEPOSIT INTO
VOTE TABULATOR

(a)(1) A board of civil authority may vote to permit its town's registered
early or absentee voters to vote in the town clerk’s office in the same manner
as those voting on election day by marking their early voter absentee ballots
and depositing them into a vote tabulator.

(2) If a board of civil authority votes to permit early voting as described
in subdivision (1) of this subsection, the towns process for conducting this
early voting shall conform to the provisions of this section and to procedures
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that the Secretary of State shall adopt for this purpose.

(b)(1) During business hours in the town clerks office, the vote tabulator
and ballot bin shall be in a secured area accessible only to election officials
and voters. The vote tabulator unit shall be secured with an identifiable seal
and the ballot box containing voted ballots shall remain locked at all times and
secured with an identifiable seal. Neither seal shall be broken prior to the time
of closing the polls on election day.

(2) Once early voting has commenced in the town clerk’s office, the
town clerk or designee shall certify each day in a record prepared for this
purpose that the seals on the vote tabulator and ballot box are intact.

(3) When an election official is not present or at times other than
business hours, the sealed vote tabulator and ballot box shall be secured in the
town clerks office vault.

(4) The town clerk shall maintain a record of each early or absentee
voter who voted in person in accordance with this section.

(c) On the day of the election:

(1) The sealed vote tabulator and sealed ballot boxes shall be
transferred to the polling place on election day by two election officials and
shall not be opened until the polls have closed on election day.

(2) When the vote tabulator is turned on at the polling place, the town
clerk shall verify that the number of ballots that the vote tabulator displays as
having been counted matches the number of voters who deposited their early
voter absentee ballots in the vote tabulator in accordance with this section and
any early voter absentee ballots that were processed and deposited in the vote
tabulator under section 2546a of this subchapter.

(3) All early voter absentee ballots shall be commingled with those
voted at the polls on election day prior to being examined for the purpose of
identifying write-in votes.

§ 2547. DEFECTIVE BALLOTS

(a) If upon examination by the election officials it shall appear that any of
the following defects is present, either the ballot or the unopened certificate
envelope shall be marked “defective” and the ballot shall not be counted:

(1) the identity of the early or absentee voter cannot be determined;

(2) the early or absentee voter is not legally qualified to vote;

2)(3) the early or absentee voter has voted in person or previously
returned a ballot in the same election,
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3) the affidavi ) 4 lope.i leted:
(4) the certificate is not signed,
(5) the voted ballot is not in the certificate envelope, or

(6) in the case of a primary vote, the early or absentee voter has failed
to return the unvoted primary ballots.

(b) Each defective ballot or unopened certificate envelope shall be:

(1) affixed with a note from the presiding officer indicating the reason it
was determined to be defective,

(2) placed with other such defective ballots in an envelope marked
“Defective Ballots - Voter Checked Off Checklist - Do Not Count”; and

(3) returned in that envelope to the town clerk in the manner prescribed
by section 2590 of this title chapter.

(c) The provisions of this section shall be indicated prominently in the early
or absentee voter material prepared by the Secretary of State.

ok ok
* % * Process of Voting, Count and Return of Votes * * *

Sec. 15. 17 V.S.A. § 2568 is amended to read:

§2568. REMOVING BALLOTS FROM POLLING PLACE;
REPLACEMENTBEANK. AND UNUSED BALLOTS

(a) Removing ballots from polling place. A person shall not take or remove
a ballot from the polling place before the close of the polls.

(b) Replacement ballots.
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(c) Unused ballots. Ballots originally delivered to the presiding officer that
remain undistributed to the voters shall be preserved and returned to the town

clerks, and ﬁheele#k—shal#p#eseﬂe—éhem—m—weh—e%dmenﬁﬁde%ea#ad{e#by

da-ée—éhe—eleeﬁen—z—s—held followmg the electzon they may be destroyed or
distributed by the town clerk for educational purposes or for any other purpose
the town clerk deems appropriate.
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* ** Recounts * * *
Sec. 16. 17 V.S.A. § 2601 is amended to read:
§ 2601. RECOUNT THRESHOLD

(a)(1) In an election for federal office, statewide office, county office, or

State Senator; if the difference between the number of votes cast for a winning
candidate and the number of votes cast for a losing candidate is two percent or
less of the total votes cast for all the candidates for an office, divided by the
number of persons to be elected, that losing candidate shall have the right to
have the votes for that office recounted.

(2) In an election for State Representative, if the difference between the
number of votes cast for a winning candidate and the number of votes cast for
a losing candidate is five percent or less of the total votes cast for all the
candidates for an office, divided by the number of persons to be elected, that
losing candidate shall have the right to have the votes for that office recounted.

(b) In the case of a recount for a local election, the threshold and
procedures for conducting the recount shall be as provided in chapter 55,
subchapter 3 of this title.

Sec. 17. 17 V.S.A. § 2602k is amended to read:
§ 2602k. RECOUNT TIES

(a)(1) If a recount of a primary election results in a tie, the provisions of
subsection 2369(b) of this title shall apply.

(2) If a recount of a public question results in a tie, a runoff election
shall not be held, and the question shall be certified not to have passed.

(3) If the a recount of a general election results in a tie, the provisions of
this section shall apply, and the court shall ovder a runoff election to be held,
within three weeks of the recount, on a date set by the court.

(b) The only candidates who shall appear on the ballot at the runoff
election shall be those who tied in the previous election.

(c) The runoff election shall be considered a separate election for the
purpose of voter registration under chapter 43 of this title.

(d
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[Repealed.]

(e) Warnings for a runoff election shall be posted as required by subchapter
5 of this chapter, except that the warnings shall be posted not less than 10 days
before the runoff election.
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(f) The conduct of a runoff election shall be as provided in this chapter for
general elections.

* % * Special Election for Congressional Vacancies * * *
Sec. 18. 17 V.S.A. § 2621 is amended to read:

§2621. VACANCY IN OFFICE OF U.S. SENATOR OR
REPRESENTATIVE

(a) If a vacancy occurs in the office of U.S. Senator or U.S. Representative,
the Governor shall call a special election to fill the vacancy. His or her
proclamation shall specify a day for the special election and a day for a
special primary, pursuant to section 2352 of this title.

(b) The special election shall be held not more than three six months
from the date the vacancy occurs, except that if the vacancy occurs within
six months of a general election, the special election may be held the same day
as the general election provided the ballots for the special election are able to
be distributed by the deadline set forth in section 2479 of this title.

*** Local Elections * * *
Sec. 19. 17 V.S.A. § 2647 is amended to read:
§ 2647. INCOMPATIBLE OFFICES

(a)(1) An auditor shall not be town clerk, town treasurer, selectboard
member; first constable, collector of current or delinquent taxes, trustee of
public funds, town manager, road commissioner, water commissioner, sewage
system commissioner, sewage disposal commissioner, cemetery commissioner,
or town district school director; nor shall a spouse of or any person assisting
any of these officers in the discharge of official duties be eligible to hold office
as auditor.

(2) A selectboard member or school director shall not be first constable,
collector of taxes, town treasurer, assistant town treasurer, auditor, or town
agent. A selectboard member shall not be lister or assessor.

(3) A cemetery commissioner or library trustee shall not be town
treasurer, assistant town treasurer, or auditor.

(4) A town manager shall not hold any elective office in that town or
town school district.

(5) Election officers at local elections shall be disqualified as provided
in section 2456 of this title.

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, if a school district
prepares and reports its budget independently from the budget of the town and
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the school district is audited by an independent public accountant, a person
school director or spouse of a school director shall be eligible to hold office as
auditor or town treasurer even-if-that-person-s-spouse-holds-office-as-a-school
director.

Sec. 20. 17 V.S.A. § 2681 is amended to read:

§ 2681. NOMINATIONS,; PETITIONS; CONSENTS

(a)(1)(A) Nominations of the municipal officers shall be by petition. The
petition shall be filed with the municipal clerk, together with the endorsement,
if any, of any party or parties in accordance with the provisions of this title, not
later than 5:00 p.m. on the sixth Monday preceding the day of the election,
which shall be the filing deadline.
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(3) A petmon shall contain the name of only one candzdate—emd—éhe

* % * Voting on Town Manager Form of Governance * * *
Sec. 21. 24 V.S.A. chapter 37 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 37. TOWN, CITY, OR VILLAGE MANAGERS
ok ok
§ 1241. PETITION; WARNING

When voters, in number equal to five percent of the legal registered voters
in town, petition the selectboard therefor in writing to adopt or rescind the
town _manager form of governance, the warning for the annual or special

meeting which that shall be called upon such petition shall contain an article
in substantzally the fe#ewmg form set forth in_section 1243 of this chapter:

§ 1243. METHOD OF VOTING
When-the-guestion-of-the-adoption-or—rejection-of A town may vote at an

annual or special meeting to adopt or rescind the provisions of this chapter is

submitted to-a-meetingwherein-the-Australian-ballot-system—is—used for-the
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election—of-officers—there. A vote on the question shall be printed-upon—the
ballots-below-the-list-of-candidates-thefollowing-question in substantially the

following form:

““Will Shall the [town name] veteto-take-advantageof [adopt/rescind] the

town _manager form_of governance in_accordance with the provisions of

chapter 37 of Title 24 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated and-authorize—the
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* &% % Campaign Finance,; Reporting Dates * * *
Sec. 22. 17 V.S.A. § 2964 is amended to read:

§ 2964. CAMPAIGN REPORTS; CANDIDATES FOR STATE OFFICE,
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AND COUNTY OFFICE;
POLITICAL COMMITTEES; POLITICAL PARTIES

(a)(1) Each candidate for State office, the General Assembly, or a two-
year-term county office who has rolled over any amount of surplus into his or
her new campaign or who has made expenditures or accepted contributions
of $500.00 or more during the two-year general election cycle and, except as
provided in subsection (b) of this section, each political committee that has not
filed a final report pursuant to subsection 2965(b) of this chapter, and each
political party required to register under section 2923 of this chapter shall file
with the Secretary of State campaign finance reports as follows:

(A) in the first year of the two-year general election cycle, on
July £3 1; and

(B) in the second year of the two-year general election cycle:
(i) on March 15;
(ii) on July +5 1 and August 45 1;
(iii) on September I;

(iv) on October 1, October 15, and the Friday before the general
election, and

(v) two weeks after the general election.
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(2) Each candidate for a four-year-term county office who has rolled
over any amount of surplus into his or her new campaign or who has made
expenditures or accepted contributions of $500.00 or more during the four-
yvear general election cycle shall file with the Secretary of State campaign
finance reports as follows:

(A) in the first three years of the four-year general election cycle, on
July £3 1; and

(B) in the fourth year of the four-year general election cycle:
(i) on March 15;
(ii) on July +5 1 and August 45 1;
(iii) on September I;
(iv) on October 1, October 15, and the Friday before the general
election, and
(v) two weeks after the general election.
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* % * Effective Dates * * *
Sec. 23. EFFECTIVE DATES
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2019, except that:
(1) this section and Secs. 19, 17 V.S.A. § 2647 (incompatible offices)
and 22, 17 V.S.A. § 2964 (campaien finance reports), shall take effect on
passage, and

(2) in Sec. 14, 17 V.S.A. chapter 51, subchapter 6 (early or absentee
voters), § 2546b (early voting in town clerk’s office; deposit into vote
tabulator) shall take effect on July 1, 2020, except that the Secretary of State
shall adopt the procedures described in subdivision (a)(2) of that section on or
before January 1, 2020.




