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Introduced by Committee on Education

Referred to Committee on

Date:

Subject: Education; school districts; budgets; divided vote

Statement of purpose: This bill proposes to repeal the requirement that a

school district’s proposed budget be presented as a divided question if the

proposed budget contains education spending in excess of the maximum

inflation amount and the district’s proposed spending per equalized pupil

exceeds the statewide average.

An act relating to repealing the provision that some school district budgets
be presented to the voters by means of adivided question

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

Sec. 1. 16 V.S.A. § 563 isamended to read:

8563. POWERS OF SCHOOL BOARDS-FORM-OFVOTEFBUDGET
EXCEEDSBENCHMARK-AND-BISTRICTF-SPENDINGISABOVE
AVERAGE

The school board of a school district, in addition to other duties and

authority specifically assigned by law:

* * *
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(11)(A) Shall prepare and distribute annually a proposed budget for the

next school year according to such major categories as may from time to time

be prescribed by the commissioner.
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{S)(B) Ataschool district’s annual or specia meeting, the electorate
may vote to provide notice of availability of the school budget required by this
subdivision to the electorate in lieu of distributing the budget. If the electorate
of the school district votes to provide notice of availability, it must specify how
notice of availability shall be given, and such notice of availability shall be
provided to the electorate at least 30 days before the district’s annual meeting.
The proposed budget shall be prepared and distributed at |east ten days before
asum of money is voted on by the electorate. Any proposed budget shall show
the following information in aformat prescribed by the commissioner of
education:
Sec. 2. 16 V.S.A. 8§ 4001(6) is amended to read:

(6)(A) “Education spending” means the amount of the school district
budget, any assessment for ajoint contract school, technical center payments
made on behalf of the district under subsection 1561(b) of thistitle, and any
amount added to pay a deficit pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 1523(b) which is paid
for by the school district, but excluding any portion of the school budget paid
for from any other sources such as endowments, parenta fund raising, federal
funds, nongovernmental grants, or other state funds such as special education

funds paid under chapter 101 of thistitle.
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Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage and shall apply to budgets for fiscal

yvear 2013 and after.
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