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H.135
Introduced by Representatives Briglin of Thetford, Scheuermann of Stowe,

and Sibilia of Dover

Referred to Committee on
Date:
Subject: Information technology; Agency of Digital Services; technical

corrections; Vermont Statutes Annotated
Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to make
technical corrections to the Vermont Statutes Annotated to transfer the
authority from the former Department of Information and Innovation to the
newly created Agency of Digital Services and to amend the authority of the

Agency of Digital Services.

An act relating to the authority of the Agency of Digital Services

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

A o Q 41c anaon dod a ~Ys¥a K

§ 218. AGENCREPARTMENT AGENCY AND DEPARTMENT

RECORDS MANAGEMENT"RROGRAM

(a) The General Assembly finds that public records are™eaggptial to the
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offigials with a basis for making decisions, and ensures continuity with past
operati§ns. Public records document the legal responsibilities of government,
help proteCthe rights of citizens, and provide citizens a means of monitoring
government pr&grams and measuring the performance of public officials.
Public records prowde documentation for the functioning of government and
for the retrospective an§ysis of the development of Vermont government and
the impact of programs on§jtizens. Public records in general and archival
records in particular need to be%gystematically managed to preserve their legal,
historic, and informational value, t&provide ready access to vital information,
and to promote the efficient and econoMgical operation of government.
% sk ok

(c) For an agency or department records prégram to be approved by the

Vermont State Archives and Records Administratidl, the head of each State

agency or department shall:

(10) implement and sustain a record schedule in accordag¢e with
requirements established by the Vermont State Archives and Recor$g
Administration under section 117 of this title and the Department-of

Informationand-Innovation Agency of Digital Services under subdiviston

e e e e SALY,
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Se®&2. 3 V.S.A. § 346 is amended to read:
§ 346. 8 TATE CONTRACTING; INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY,
SOFTWARE DESIGN, AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
(a) ThSecretary of Administration shall include in Administrative
Bulletin 3.5 a Pglicy direction applicable to State procurement contracts that
include services foythe development of software applications, computer
coding, or other intell&tual property, which would allow the State of Vermont
to grant permission to the §gntractor to use or own the intellectual property
created under the contract for Wge contractor’s commercial purposes.
* % %
(c) If the Secretary authorizes a cofgractor to own intellectual property
developed under a State contract, the Seci§ary may recommend language to

ensure the State retains a perpetual, irrevocab®, royalty-free, and fully paid

right to continue to use the intellectual property ifgluding escrow for perpetual

use at least annually.

Sec. 3. 3 V.S.A. § 2222 is amended to read:

§ 2222. POWERS AND DUTIES; BUDGET AND REPOR
(a) In addition to the duties expressly set forth elsewhere by§law, the

Secretary shall:
(1) As principal administrative aide to the Governor, plan, organ¥ge,

direct, control, integrate, coordinate, and supervise all functions and progra¥as
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cost-in-exeess-0f-$500,000.00. [Repgaled. |
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Sec. 4. 3 V.S.A. § 2283b is amended to read:
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her Ngsponsibilities-assigned-to-it-by-law. [Repealed.]
Sec. 5. 3 V.S.A chapter 56 is added to read:

CHANER 56. AGENCY OF DIGITAL SERVICES

§ 3301. AGENCY OFPIGITAL SERVICES; CREATED

(a) The Agency of DigMal Services is created to provide oversight for all

information technology service&and solutions in State government. The

Agency shall have all the responsiilities assigned to it by law, including the

following:

(1) Provide services for all activities\irectly related to information

technology and information security, including%elecommunications services,

information technology equipment, software, accesaibility, networks in State

government, and the sharing of data and information in State government.

(2) Review and approve information technology actMgties within State

government with a total cost in excess of $500.000.00.

(3) Prepare and submit an annual report to the General AsseMgbly for

information technology. The report shall include an annual update to tle

strategic plan prepared pursuant to subdivision (4) of this section; perform®gce
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dat&for the current fiscal year. The annual report shall also include costs

avoideor saved as a result of technology optimization for the previous fiscal

year; shall &tline summary information, including scope, schedule, budget,

and status for ifformation technology projects with a total cost in excess of

$500,000.00; and sl reflect the priority of projects by agency. The report

shall also include a sumMary of independent reviews as required by

subdivision (5) of this subse®8ion. The Agency shall maintain the following

records for information technolo%y projects with a total cost in excess of

$500,000.00:

(A) A business case, including Nfe-cycle costs and sources of funds

for design, development, and implementatiorfas well as maintenance and

operations. The business case shall include expe®¥ed benefits, including cost

savings and service delivery improvements.

(B) Detailed project plans and status reports, incgding risk

1dentification and risk mitigation plans.

(4) Prepare and submit biennially, in consultation with the Sgcretary of

Administration, a strategic plan for information technology and securit to the

General Assembly. The strategic plan shall include the Agency’s vision,

UU \% All < AllUl UVUIAd o Ull pPla U U AllV
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tecMgology goals for State government for the following fiscal year.

(M. Obtain independent expert review of any new information

technology%rojects with a total cost in excess of $1.000.000.00 or when

required by thetate Chief Information Officer. The independent review shall

include:

(A) an acquisMjon cost assessment;

(B) a technology %chitecture review;

(C) an implementatioMplan assessment;

(D) a cost analysis and a Model for benefit analysis;

(E) an analysis of alternativesand

(F) an impact analysis on net opeMting costs for the agency carrying

out the activity.

(6) Provide strategy, services, and solutions Mr information technology

activities within State government with a total cost in eXgess of $500.000.00.

The cost of the oversight, monitoring, and control shall be 3gsessed to the

entity requesting the activity.

(7) Provide information technology project management serwices and

business analyst services to the Executive Branch. When project mana®rs are

not available, the Agency shall procure those services and bill them back tohe

agencies using the services.
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int&mation technology activities within State government with a total cost in

excess & $500,000.00.

(9) (eate information technology procurement policy and process for

State governmdgt in collaboration with the Agency of Administration, and

review all informa®on technology and information technology requests for

proposal in accordanceWvith Agency of Administration policies.

(10) Perform the resfonsibilities of the Secretary of Administration

under 30 V.S.A. § 227b.

(11) Inventory technology fi%ed assets within State government.

(12) Manage the training and cldsification of information technology

employees within State government in coll8oration with the Agency of

Administration.

(13) Support the statewide development of Bypadband

telecommunications infrastructure and services, in a magner consistent with

the telecommunications plan prepared pursuant to 30 V.S.A&§ 202d and

community development objectives established by the Agency & Commerce

and Community Development, by:

(A) purchasing telecommunications services or facilities at ra¥%gs

competitive within the national marketplace;

) d Y UdIIUW IU W ClV C PIUVIUC Ul U
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prosders:; or

D) making other reasonable arrangements.

(14) Mevelop information technology policies for State government.

(15) ProvMe technical support and services to the Legislative and

Judicial branches, as %eeded.

(b) As used in this seC%on:

(1) “Information securi®’”’ means protecting information and

information systems from unauthoWzed access, use, disclosure, disruption,

modification, or destruction in order to¥grovide integrity, confidentiality, and

availability.

(2) “Information technology activities” n¥gans:

(A) the creation, collection, processing, stO§age, management,

transmission, or conversion of electronic data, documen{% or records; and

(B) the design, construction, purchase, installation, Waintenance, or

operation of systems, including hardware, software, and services tgat perform

or are contracted under Administrative Bulletin 3.5 to perform these a®ivities.

(3) “State government” means the agencies of the Executive Branciof

St o
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8 () ADDOINTNEN a [) ARY. DO)\A [) AN D

%) The Governor, with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint

the Sec¥gtary of Digital Services who shall be the Chief Information Officer of

the State. 'Mge Secretary shall appoint a deputy secretary who shall serve at the

pleasure of the Secretary.

(b) The Secretar%shall serve as the administrative head of the Agency of

Digital Services, and sh#8l have the following responsibilities:

(1) coordinate and op®nize the use of technology within State

government,

(2) approve, in consultation wkh the Agency of Administration, State

government information technology contMgcts and procurement activity;

(3) review and approve State governm@t information technology

policies;

(4) approve State government information techology recruitment and

classification of employees; and

(5) supervise all information technology employees in Jate

government.

§ 3303. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY INTERNAL SERVICE FBND

(a) An Information Technology Internal Service Fund is created to supfert
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rec@ves services of the Agency of Digital Services shall be charged for those

serviceon a basis established by the Secretary of Digital Services with the

approval of%he Secretary of Administration.

Sec. 6. REPEA

22 V.S.A. chapteWl 5 (Department of Information and Innovation) is

repealed.

Sec. 7. 22 V.S.A. § 952 is algended to read:
§ 952. VERMONT WEB PORTYL; VERMONT WEB PORTAL BOARD;
MEMBERSHIP
(a) There is created the Vermont Web portal which that shall be governed
by a Board consisting of 10 members as Mgllows:
(1) The Commissioner-ofInformation§pdInnovation Secretary of

Digital Services or his or her designee;

(2) The Secretary of State or his-er-her designcty

(3) The Secretary of Administration or his-er-her dd&ignee;

(4) The State Librarian or his-er-her designee;

(5) The Court Administrator or his-er-her designee;

(6) One member or his-or-her designee who is an officer of the

Executive branch Branch as identified in 32 V.S.A. § 1003(b), other than 0
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an®&who shall be appointed by the Governor;
% sk ok
Sec. 8. 22%/.S.A. § 953 is amended to read:

§ 953. VERMNT WEB PORTAL BOARD; DUTIES
(a) The Boar$§shall:

(1) Oversee tlg development of a self-funded web portal and establish
charges for the services ¥ provides.

(2) Oversee developri¥gnt, implementation, and promotion, in
cooperation with the Departmefof Information-and Innovation Agency of

Digital Services, of electronic comi¥grce and digital signature applications

involving the State of Vermont.
(3) Serve in an advisory capacity to the Agency of Administration

Digital Services and other State agencies regardigg the dissemination and

collection of State data to and from the citizens and¥usinesses of Vermont.

k %k %k

(6) Oversee drafting and implementation by the Dep¥gtment-o

Informationand-Innovation Agency of Digital Services of the &gntract with

the web portal service provider. This contract shall comply with e security

and privacy standards.
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a) .The Department of Public Service shall constitute the responsible
planigg agency of the State for the purpose of obtaining for all consumers in
the State%able and predictable rates and a technologically advanced
telecommuni®gtions network serving all service areas in the State. The
Department shall§ge responsible for the provision of plans for meeting
emerging trends relatyd to telecommunications technology, markets, financing,
and competition.

(b) The Department shalMgrepare the Telecommunications Plan for the

State. The Department-ofInnovition-and Information Agency of Digital of

Services, the Agency of Commerce 3gd Community Development, and the
Agency of Transportation shall assist th&§Department in preparing the Plan.
The Plan shall be for a 10-year period and siWgll serve as a basis for State
telecommunications policy. Prior to preparing tBg Plan, the Department shall

prepare:

(4) An assessment, conducted in cooperation with thADepartment-o

Innovation-and-Information Agency of Digital Services and the¥ gency of

Transportation, of the current State telecommunications system and%valuation
of alternative proposals for upgrading the system to provide the best ava8ilable

and affordable technology for use by government.
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shayl consult with members of the public, representatives of
telecorMgnunications utilities with a certificate of public good, other providers,
including th¢ Vermont Electric Power Co., Inc. (VELCO), and other interested
State agencies,Rarticularly the Agency of Commerce and Community
Development, the Mgency of Transportation, and the Department-of

nnovation-and-InformMgon Agency of Digital Services, whose views shall be

considered in preparation dthe Plan. To the extent necessary, the Department
shall include in the Plan survey§to determine existing, needed, and desirable
plant improvements and extensionS§access and coordination between
telecommunications providers, method%of operations, and any change that
will produce better service or reduce costs.§Jo this end, the Department may
require the submission of data by each compan¥subject to supervision by the
Public Utility Commission.
* % %
Sec. 10. 32 V.S.A. § 183 is amended to read:
§ 183. FINANCIAL AND HUMAN RESOURCE INFORMANON
INTERNAL SERVICE FUND
(a) There is established in the Department of Finance and Mandgement a

Financial and Human Resource Information Internal Service Fund, to Jgnsist

of revenues from charges to agencies, departments, and similar units of
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Mdgagement, and the technical support and services provided by the

statewide dgntral accounting and encumbrance, budget development, and
human resourC§ management systems.

(b) The rate of%he charges shall be proposed by the Commissioner of
Finance and Managen§nt, subject to the approval of the Secretary of
Administration. Proposed¥ates of charges shall be based upon the cost of
operations.

Sec. 11. 32 V.S.A. § 315 is amen®d to read:
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[Repealed. ]

Sec. 12. EFFECTIVE DATE

—rercrsirrrieeTffeerorpasSITe

Sec. 1. 3 V.S.A. § 218 is amended to read:

§ 218. AGENCY/DEPARTMENT AGENCY AND DEPARTMENT
RECORDS MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
(a) The General Assembly finds that public records are essential to the

administration of State and local government.  Public records contain
information which that allows government programs to function, provides
officials with a basis for making decisions, and ensures continuity with past

operations. Public records document the legal responsibilities of government,
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help protect the rights of citizens, and provide citizens a means of monitoring
government programs and measuring the performance of public officials.
Public records provide documentation for the functioning of government and
for the retrospective analysis of the development of Vermont government and
the impact of programs on citizens. Public records in general and archival
records in particular need to be systematically managed to preserve their legal,
historic, and informational value, to provide ready access to vital information,
and to promote the efficient and economical operation of government.
ok ok

(c) For an agency or department records program to be approved by the

Vermont State Archives and Records Administration, the head of each State

agency or department shall:

(10) implement and sustain a record schedule in accordance with
requirements established by the Vermont State Archives and Records

Administration under section 117 of this title and the Department—of

Information—andInnovation Agency of Digital Services under subdivision

2222(a)}10) chapter 56 of this title.
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Sec. 2. 3 V.S.A. § 346 is amended to read:
§ 346. STATE CONTRACTING; INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY,
SOFTWARE DESIGN, AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

(a) The Secretary of Administration shall include in Administrative Bulletin
3.5 a policy direction applicable to State procurement contracts that include
services for the development of software applications, computer coding, or
other intellectual property, which would allow the State of Vermont to grant
permission to the contractor to use or own the intellectual property created
under the contract for the contractor’s commercial purposes.

* %k

(c) If the Secretary authorizes a contractor to own intellectual property

developed under a State contract, the Secretary may recommend language to

ensure the State retains a perpetual, irrevocable, royalty-free, and fully paid

right to continue to use the intellectual property including escrow for perpetual

use at least annually.

Sec. 3. 3V.S.A. § 2222 is amended to read:

§ 2222. POWERS AND DUTIES; BUDGET AND REPORT
(a) In addition to the duties expressly set forth elsewhere by law, the

Secretary shall:
(1) As principal administrative aide to the Governor, plan, organize,
direct, control, integrate, coordinate, and supervise all functions and programs

of the Agency and its departments and divisions.

% %k ok
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[Repealed.]
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responsibilities-assigned-to-it-by-law- [Repealed.]

Sec. 5. 3 V.S.A. chapter 56 is added to read:

CHAPTER 56. AGENCY OF DIGITAL SERVICES

¢ 3301. AGENCY OF DIGITAL SERVICES,; CREATED

(a) The Agency of Digital Services is created to provide information

technology services and solutions in State government. The cost of the

oversight, monitoring, and control shall be assessed to the entity requesting the

activity. The Agency shall have all the responsibilities assigned to it by law,

including the following:

(1) Provide services for all activities directly related to information

technology and cybersecurity, including telecommunications services,

information technology equipment, software, accessibility, networks in State

government, and the sharing of data and information within State government.

(2) Review and approve all information technology activities within

State government.

(3) Prepare and submit an annual report to the General Assembly for

information technology, as described in section 3303 of this chapter.

(4) Prepare and submit a strategic plan for information technology and

cybersecurity to the General Assembly, as described in section 3303 of this

chapter.
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(5)  Obtain independent expert review of any new information

technology projects, as required by section 3303 of this chapter.

(6) Provide strategy, services, and solutions for information technology

activities within State government.

(7) Provide information technology project management services and

business analyst services to the Executive Branch. When project managers are

not available, the Agency shall procure those services and bill them back to the

agencies using the services.

(8) Provide standards for the management, organization, and tracking

of information technology activities within State government.

(9) Create information technology procurement policy and process for

State government in collaboration with the Agency of Administration, and

review all information technology and information technology requests for

proposal in accordance with Agency of Administration policies.

(10) Perform the responsibilities of the Secretary of Administration

under 30 V.S.A. § 227b.

(11) Inventory technology fixed assets within State government.

(12) Manage the training and classification of information technology

employees within State government in collaboration with the Agency of

Administration.
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(13) Support  the  statewide development of broadband

telecommunications infrastructure and services, in a manner consistent with

the telecommunications plan prepared pursuant to 30 V.S.A. § 202d and

community development objectives established by the Agency of Commerce

and Community Development, by:

(A) purchasing telecommunications services or facilities at rates

competitive within the national marketplace;

(B) sharing bandwidth with service providers or other users,

(C) establishing equipment colocation arrangements with service

providers, or

(D) making other reasonable arrangements.

(14) Develop information technology and cybersecurity policies for

State government.

(15) Provide technical support and services to the Legislative and

Judicial branches, as needed.

(b) As used in this section.

(1) “Cybersecurity” means the protection of an information system or

information stored on such information system against any act or attempt,

direct or indirect, successful or unsuccessful, to gain unauthorized access, use,

disclose, disrupt, modify, or destroy the information system or information

stored on such information system.
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(2) “Information technology activities” means:

(A) the creation, collection, processing, storage, management,

transmission, or conversion of electronic data, documents, or records; and

(B) the design, construction, purchase, installation, maintenance, or

operation of systems, including hardware, software, and services that perform

or are contracted under Administrative Bulletin 3.5 to perform these activities.

(3) “State government” means the agencies of the Executive Branch of

State government.

¢ 3302. APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARY;, POWERS AND DUTIES

(a) The Governor, with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint

the Secretary of Digital Services who shall be the Chief Information Officer of

the State. The Secretary shall appoint a deputy secretary who shall serve at

the pleasure of the Secretary.

(b) The Secretary shall serve as the administrative head of the Agency of

Digital Services, and shall have the following responsibilities.

(1) coordinate and optimize the use of technology within State

government;

(2) approve, in consultation with the Agency of Administration, State

government information technology contracts and procurement activity,

(3) review and approve State government information technology and

cybersecurity policies,
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(4) approve State government information technology recruitment and

classification of employees; and

(5) supervise all information technology employees and contractors in

State government.

¢ 3303. REPORTING, RECORDS, AND REVIEW REQUIREMENTS

(a) Annual report and budget.

(1) The Secretary shall submit to the General Assembly, concurrent with

the Governor's annual budget request required under 32 V.S.A. § 306, an

annual report for information technology and cybersecurity. The report shall

reflect the priorities of the Agency, and shall include:

(A) performance metrics and trends, including baseline and annual

measurements, for each division of the Agency;

(B) a financial report of revenues and expenditures to date for the

current fiscal year;

(C) costs avoided or saved as a result of technology optimization for

the previous fiscal year;

(D) an outline summary of information, including scope, schedule,

budget, and status for information technology projects with a total costs of

$500,000.00 or greater;

(E) an annual update to the strategic plan prepared pursuant to

subsection (c) of this section;
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(F) a summary of independent reviews as required by subsection (d)

of this section; and

(G) the Agency budget submission.

(b) Records. The Agency shall maintain the following records for

information technology projects with a total cost of $500,000.00 or greater:

(1) A business case, including life-cycle costs and sources of funds for

design, development, and implementation, as well as maintenance and

operations. The business case shall include expected benefits, including cost

savings and service delivery improvements.

(2) Detailed project plans and status reports, including risk

identification and risk mitigation plans.

(c) Strategic plan. Biennially, on or before January 15, the Secretary shall

prepare and submit a strategic plan for information technology and

cybersecurity. The strategic plan shall include:

(1) the Agency's vision, mission, objectives, strategies, and overarching

action plans for information technology within State government; and

(2) an update on the information technology goals for State government

for the following fiscal vear.

(d) Independent expert review.
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(1) The Agency shall obtain independent expert review of any new

information technology projects with a total cost of $1,000,000.00 or greater

or when required by the Chief Information Olfficer.

(2) The independent review shall include:

(A) an acquisition cost assessment;

(B) a technology architecture and standards review;

(C) an implementation plan assessment;

(D) a cost analysis and a model for benefit analysis;

(E) an analysis of alternatives;

(F) an impact analysis on net operating costs for the agency carrying

out the activity; and

(G) a security assessment.

(3) The requirement to obtain independent expert review described in

subdivision (1) of this subsection (d) may be waived by the Chief Information

Officer if, in his or her judegment, such a review would be duplicative of one or

more reviews that have been, or will be, conducted under a separate federal or

State requirement. If waived, such waiver shall be in writing and in

accordance with procedures established by the Chief Information Officer.

¢ 3304. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY INTERNAL SERVICE FUND

(a) An Information Technology Internal Service Fund is created to support

activities of the Agency of Digital Services.
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(b) An agency, department, or division or other State or nonstate entity that

receives services of the Agency of Digital Services shall be charged for those

services on a basis established by the Secretary of Digital Services with the

approval of the Secretary of Administration.

Sec. 6. 10 V.S.A. § 122 is amended to read:

§ 122. VERMONT CENTER FOR GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION,
INCORPORATED; ESTABLISHMENT

ok ok
(b) In order to develop and implement that strategy, and to ensure that all
data gathered by State agencies that is relevant to the VGIS shall be in a form
that is compatible with, useful to, and shared with that geographic information

system, there is hereby established the Vermont Center for Geographic

Information (the Center) as a division unit of the Data Management Division

under the Agency of Digital Services theVermont—Center—for—Geographic
Information{the Center).

(c) [Repealed.]
Sec. 7. REPEAL

22 V.S.A. chapter 15 (Department of Information and Innovation) is

repealed.

Sec. 8. 22 V.S.A. § 952 is amended to read:
$ 952. VERMONT WEB PORTAL; VERMONT WEB PORTAL BOARD;

MEMBERSHIP
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(a) There is created the Vermont web portal which that shall be governed

by a Board consisting of £6 12 members as follows:

(1) The Commissioner—of-Information-andInnovation the Secretary of

Digital Services or his-er-her designee;

(2) The the Secretary of State or his-or-her designee;

(3) The the Secretary of Administration or his-or-her designee;
(4) The the State Librarian or his-er-her designee;

(5) The the Court Administrator or his-er-her designee;

(6) the Chief Marketing Officer of the Agency of Commerce and

Community Development or designee;

(7) the Chief Data Officer of the Agency of Digital Services or designee,

6)(8) One one member or his-or-her designee who is an officer of the

Executive branch Branch as identified in 32 V.S.A. § 1003(b), other than of the

Department of Finance and Management, the Department-of-Information-and

Innovation Agency of Digital Services, and the Department of Libraries, and

who shall be appointed by the Governor,

A(9) Bre two members appointed by the Vermont State Employees’
Association; and

8)(10) One one member of the House of Representatives who is also a
member of the Legislative Information Technology Committee, appointed by

the Speaker of the House, and one member of the Vermont Senate who is also a
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the Committee on Committees.

% %k ok

Sec. 9. 22 V.S.A. § 953 is amended to read:

$ 953. VERMONT WEB PORTAL BOARD,; DUTIES
(a) The Board shall:

(1) Oversee the development of a self-funded web portal and establish
charges for the services it provides.
(2) Oversee development, implementation, and promotion, in

cooperation with the Department—ofInformation—andInnovation Agency of

Digital Services, of electronic commerce and digital signature applications

involving the State of Vermont.
(3) Serve in an advisory capacity to the Agency of Administration

Digital Services and other State agencies regarding the dissemination and

collection of State data to and from the citizens and businesses of Vermont.

(4) Seek advice input from the general public, users of the web portal,
professional associations, academic groups, and institutions and individuals
with knowledge or interest in computer networking, electronic mail, public
information access, gateway services, add-on services, and electronic filing of
information.

(5) Accept gifts, donations, and grants for the support of the Vermont

web portal.
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(6) Oversee drafting and implementation by the Department—of

Information-and-Innovation Agency of Digital Services of the contract with the

web portal service provider. This contract shall comply with State security and

privacy standards.

Sec. 10, liedlmittliledeedeiiiidiiniiiitiudettioiilun] DE . ETED ]

plannitgagency of the State for the purpose of obtaining for all consumers in

the State sMple and predictable rates and a technologically advanced
telecommunicatioMg network serving all service areas in the State. The
Department shall be Wgsponsible for the provision of plans for meeting
emerging trends related to togcommunications technology, markets, financing,
and competition.

(b) The Department shall preparo®he Telecommunications Plan for the

State. The Department-ofInnovation—and Wgtormation Agency of Digital of

Services, the Agency of Commerce and CommMgity Development, and the

Agency of Transportation shall assist the DepartmentNg preparing the Plan.
The Plan shall be for a 10-year period and shall serve asg basis for State
telecommunications policy. Prior to preparing the Plan, the Dep®gment shall

prepare:
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yation—andInformation Agency of Digital Services and the Agency of

Transp¥tation, of the current State telecommunications system and evaluation
of alternatMg proposals for upgrading the system to provide the best available
and affordableMgchnology for use by government.
ok ok

(d) In establishing Wans, public hearings shall be held and the Department
shall ~ consult with 1¥gmbers of the public, representatives of
telecommunications utilities wAg a certificate of public good, other providers,
including the Vermont Electric Pogr Co., Inc. (VELCQO), and other interested
State agencies, particularly the AXgncy of Commerce and Community

Development, the Agency of TransportatioMyand the Department-of-Innovation

and-Information Agency of Digital Services, Wgose views shall be considered

in preparation of the Plan. To the extent neceXgry, the Department shall
include in the Plan surveys to determine existing, nee®gd, and desirable plant
improvements and  extensions, access and cooMination  between
telecommunications providers, methods of operations, and Mgy change that
will produce better service or reduce costs. To this end, the Dep&tment may
require the submission of data by each company subject to supervisioRby the

Public Utility Commission.
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Sec. 11. 32 V.S.A. § 183 is amended to read:
§ 183. FINANCIAL AND HUMAN RESOURCE INFORMATION
INTERNAL SERVICE FUND

(a) There is established in the Department of Finance and Management a
Financial and Human Resource Information Internal Service Fund, to consist
of revenues from charges to agencies, departments, and similar units of
Vermont State government, and to be available to fund the costs of the Division
of Financial Operations in the Department of Finance and Management, and
the technical support and services provided by the Department-of-Information

and-Innovation Agency of Digital Services for the statewide central accounting

and encumbrance, budget development, and human resource management
Systems.

(b) The rate of the charges shall be proposed by the Commissioner of
Finance and Management, subject to the approval of the Secretary of
Administration. Proposed rates of charges shall be based upon the cost of

operations.

Sec. 12. 32 V.S.A. § 315 is amended to read:
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[Repealed.]

T r———
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o AN LR AL A (A L LIN )] () AN/
TELECOMMUNICATIONS; GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE;

REPORT

(a) M. Secretary of Administration, in_ collaboration with the Joint

Information 13&hnology Oversight Committee and the Secretary of Digital

Services, shall cgsult with State government and public and private

stakeholders to revievWghe need for a governance structure to oversee and

coordinate telecommunicions and information technology planning,

development, and funding, boWs internal and external to State government.

The review shall:

(1) consider broadband, pMelic safety, information technology,

information security, networking reliabi and resiliency, and geographic

information systems; and

(2) reconcile long-term policy and goals fowthe planning requirements

set forth in 3 V.S.A. § 3303 with the policy and goaM set forth in 30 V.S.A.

9 202c¢.
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term policy oals for the planning requirements set forth in 3 V.S.A.

¢ 3303.

(c) The review and report required by tion shall not impede or delay

the State’s work on the telecommunications plan, as r by 30 V.S.A.

202d.

Sec. 13. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effective on passage.




