
Department of Planning and Budget 
2021 Fiscal Impact Statement 

 

1. Bill Number:   HB2005 

 House of Origin  Introduced  Substitute  Engrossed  

 Second House  In Committee    Substitute  Enrolled 
 

2. Patron: Sickles 

 

3.  Committee: Health, Welfare and Institutions 

 

4. Title: Disposition of the remains of a decedent; persons to make arrangements for 

funeral and disposition 

 

5. Summary:  Establishes an order of priority for persons who have the right to make 

arrangements and otherwise be responsible for a decedent's funeral and the disposition of his 

remains, provided that any such person is 18 years of age or older and of sound mind. The 

bill sets out, among other things, the circumstances under which such persons forfeit the right 

to make arrangements and otherwise be responsible for a person's funeral and the disposition 

of his remains and sets out assertions that a person seeking to exercise the right to make such 

arrangements must attest to in a signed written statement to be delivered to the funeral 

service establishment. Any funeral service establishment, funeral service establishment 

manager of record, funeral service licensee, funeral director, embalmer, registered crematory, 

registered crematory owner, registered crematory manager of record, or certified crematory 

operator that relies upon such a written statement shall be immune from civil or criminal 

liability for any act, decision, or omission in connection with following such person's 

direction related to the decedent's funeral and the disposition of his remains, unless such act, 

decision, or omission resulted from willful neglect or bad faith. The bill sets out rights of 

funeral service establishments when there is a dispute regarding the arrangements of a 

decedent's funeral or his remains or the identity of any persons who have the right to make 

arrangements for the decedent. The bill specifies that the provisions do not apply to 

cemeteries or cemetery companies. 

 

6. Budget Amendment Necessary:  No. 

  

7. No Fiscal Impact.   
 

8. Fiscal Implications:  This bill would not have a fiscal impact on the Commonwealth.  

 

9. Specific Agency or Political Subdivisions Affected:  None. 

  

10. Technical Amendment Necessary:  No. 

  

11. Other Comments:  SB1268, as introduced by Senator Deeds, is a companion bill. 


