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116TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. RES. 97 
Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that the crime of 

lying to Congress must be prosecuted equitably. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

FEBRUARY 4, 2019 

Mr. GAETZ (for himself and Mr. BIGGS) submitted the following resolution; 

which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

RESOLUTION 
Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that 

the crime of lying to Congress must be prosecuted equitably. 

Whereas providing false or misleading testimony to the Con-

gress is a crime under sections 1001, 1621, and 1623 of 

chapter 18, United States Code; 

Whereas testimony given before Congress, or any of the com-

mittees and subcommittees thereof, must be truthful; 

Whereas honest and forthright testimony is essential to the 

oversight and investigational authority of Congress; 

Whereas the investigative authority of Congress has been an 

integral part of its operations since its establishment; 

Whereas the ‘‘inquisitorial powers’’ of the legislature were 

even discussed in the Federal Convention of 1787, prior 

to the ratification of the Constitution; 
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Whereas, in 1792, a committee of the House of Representa-

tives conducted an investigation into military losses to 

Native American Tribes, and the committee was explicitly 

empowered to ‘‘to call for such persons, papers, and 

records, as may be necessary to assist their inquiries’’; 

Whereas Roger Stone, a longtime political strategist, was re-

cently arrested, with 29 Federal Bureau of Investigation 

(FBI) agents and 17 vehicles arriving at his home for a 

predawn raid; 

Whereas the indictment of Stone revealed that the crimes for 

which he was arrested were one count of obstruction of 

proceeding, five counts of false statements, and one count 

of witness tampering; 

Whereas Stone is one of a very small number of people who 

have been arrested for the crime of lying to Congress; 

Whereas it has been widely recognized by Members of Con-

gress, legal scholars, and historians that lying to Con-

gress is a crime for which very few people have been 

prosecuted; 

Whereas in a 2007 essay in the Quinnipiac Law Review, Mr. 

P.J. Meitl wrote that ‘‘almost no one is prosecuted for 

lying to Congress’’, and that ‘‘only six people have been 

convicted of perjury or related charges in relation to Con-

gress in the last sixty years’’; and 

Whereas the lack of convictions for lying to Congress is not 

due to the overwhelming truthfulness of testimony given, 

as it has been revealed and proven that many people have 

knowingly provided false statements to Congress without 

facing punishment, including but not limited to— 

(1) James Clapper, former Director of National In-

telligence, who was questioned by Senator Ron Wyden, 
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and was asked whether the NSA ‘‘collect[ed] any type of 

data at all on millions, or hundreds of millions of Ameri-

cans’’, to which Clapper replied ‘‘No, sir’’, and ‘‘not 

wittingly’’, a response he later admitted was ‘‘clearly er-

roneous’’; 

(2) James Comey, former FBI Director, who was 

questioned by Senator Charles Grassley, and asked 

whether he had ever authorized someone to leak informa-

tion to the media, to which he responded ‘‘no’’, despite 

reports from the Office of the Inspector General indi-

cating his response was likely untrue; 

(3) John Brennan, former Director of the Central 

Intelligence Agency (CIA), who was questioned by Rep-

resentative Trey Gowdy, and asked whether the FBI or 

CIA had used the so-called ‘‘Steele dossier’’ as the basis 

for any legal proceedings of any kind, to which Brennan 

replied ‘‘no’’, and stated further that the dossier ‘‘was 

not, in any way, used as the basis for the intelligence 

community assessment’’ of possible election interference, 

a statement contradicted by news reports, investigative 

journalists, and the sworn testimony of many other mem-

bers of the intelligence community; 

(4) Andrew McCabe, former Deputy FBI Director, 

who was revealed by the Office of the Inspector General 

to have ‘‘lacked candor’’ when questioned about his unau-

thorized disclosure of information to the media, including 

three instances while McCabe was under oath; 

(5) Lois Lerner, former Director of the Exempt Or-

ganizations Unit of the Internal Revenue Service, who re-

peatedly made false statements to congressional inves-

tigators, and who denied that she had requested overly 

extensive and deeply intrusive information from conserv-

ative nonprofit organizations in an attempt in order to 
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chill their constitutional rights to free political speech, 

statements later revealed by the Department of the 

Treasury Inspector General for Tax Information to be 

untrue; 

(6) Eric Holder, former Attorney General, who— 

(A) provided false information to the House 

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform on 

May 3, 2011, regarding the origins of the program 

named ‘‘Fast and Furious’’, subsequently changing 

his statement during testimony before the Senate 

Committee on the Judiciary on November 18, 2011; 

(B) provided false information to the House 

Committee on the Judiciary on May 15, 2013, when 

he claimed that he had recused himself from the As-

sociated Press leak investigation, without any 

records indicating a formal recusal letter, required 

under such circumstances, had ever been drafted; 

and 

(C) provided false information to the House 

Committee on the Judiciary on May 15, 2013, say-

ing that ‘‘prosecution of the press’’ was something 

he had never ‘‘been involved in [or] heard of,’’ 

though he had personally signed off on a search war-

rant for the personal email account of Fox News 

correspondent Mr. James Rosen; and 

(7) Hillary Clinton, former Secretary of State, who 

was questioned about mishandling classified data by Rep-

resentative Jim Jordan during a hearing of the House 

Select Committee on Benghazi, and responded ‘‘there was 

nothing marked classified on my e-mails, either sent or 

received’’, a statement proven untrue by reports from the 

FBI and the Office of the Inspector General: Now, there-

fore, be it 
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Resolved, 1

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 2

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Justice for All Resolu-3

tion’’. 4

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 5

That it is the sense of the House of Representatives 6

that the crime of lying to Congress, as defined in sections 7

1001, 1621, and 1623 of chapter 18, United States Code, 8

must be prosecuted equitably, without regard to politics 9

or elections. 10

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 22:51 Feb 04, 2019 Jkt 089200 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\HR97.IH HR97kj
oh

ns
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
79

L0
C

42
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-02-04T23:46:32-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




