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Honoring Velvalea “Vel” Phillips for a life of public service.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

AprIL 27, 2018

Ms. Moore (for herself, Ms. FunpGe, Ms. ApAams, Mr. Evans, Mr. PAYNE,
Mr. A, GREEN of Texas, Mr. CLYBURN, Mr. TTIOMPSON of Mississippi,
Mr. McEacHiN, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr. CLEAVER,
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. LEE, Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mrs.
DeMINGS, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Ms. NOrRTON, Mr. ScorT of Virginia,
Mrs. BeEaTTY, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr. RiciimoND, Mr. PocaN, Mrs. DIN-
GELL, and Mr. KIND) submitted the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform

RESOLUTION

Honoring Velvalea “Vel” Phillips for a life of public service.

Whereas Velvalea “Vel” Phillips was born Velvalea Hortense
Rodgers in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on February 18, 1924,

and passed away on Tuesday, April 17, 2018, at age 94;

Whereas Velvalea “Vel” Phillips, eraduated from North Divi-
sion High School in 1942 and received a bachelor’s de-

eree from Howard University in 1946;

Whereas after graduating from Howard, she returned to Mil-
waukee and began volunteering at the local chapter of the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP);
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Whereas after getting married in 1948, she and her husband
moved to Madison, Wisconsin, to together attend the
University of Wisconsin Law School where they were the
first Black married couple to integrate the university’s

family housing;

Whereas despite immense hostility, Velvalea “Vel” Phillips
became the first African-American woman to graduate
from the University of Wisconsin Law School in 1951,
and she and her husband, Dale Phillips, were the first

husband-wife team admitted to the Federal bar;

Whereas soon after, she and her husband moved to Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin, where she joined the League of

Women Voters to register her neighbors to vote;

Whereas, in 1953, she ran for the Milwaukee School Board
and although unsuccessful, she became the first Black
candidate to make it past a nonpartisan city-wide pri-
mary election, and despite this momentary setback, she
continued to challenge School Board policies that dis-

advantaged African-American teachers and students;

Whereas, in 1956, Velvalea ‘“Vel” Phillips was the first
woman and first African American elected to the Mil-

waukee Common Couneil;

Whereas, in 1958, she was elected to the Democratic Na-
tional Committee, becoming the first Black person of ei-
ther gender to serve on the national committee of either
party, and she used that forum to convince soon-to-be
President Kennedy to adopt a mnational platform fully

committed to civil rights;

Whereas as a Member of the Common Council, Velvalea
“Vel” Phillips fought for fair and affordable housing in

the city of Milwaukee, and in 1962, introduced Milwau-
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kee’s first fair housing ordinance, a landmark resolution
that dared to declare that, “It is to be the policy of the
City of Milwaukee to assure the equal opportunity to all
persons to live in decent housing facilities regardless of

race, color or national origin’’;

Whereas on the first occasion that resolution came to a vote,
it received one vote in favor, but not one who is easily
deterred, she would bring up the measure repeatedly over

the years;

Whereas, in August 1967, 200 activists marched across the
bridege dividing the city’s South Side and North Side to
demand fair and equal housing access as part of civil

rights protests in the city;

Whereas Vel participated in the protests and became the first
known elected official to be arrested while holding office;

Whereas as a result of her participation in these protests, she
was also subject to threats and violence, such as gunshots
fired into her home and hate mail threatening her chil-

dren’s lives, but undeterred, she persisted;

Whereas, in 1968, after the assassination of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., the Milwaukee Common Council would
pass her fair housing ordinance, a victory that reverber-
ated around the country and quickly influenced other mu-
nicipal housing laws;

Whereas, in 1971, Velvalea “Vel” Phillips became the first
woman judge in Milwaukee County, and the first African-
American judge in Wisconsin;

Whereas, in 1978, Velvalea ‘“Vel” Phillips reached another
milestone with her election as Wisconsin Secretary of
State, becoming the first and only African American to

ever win statewide office in the State of Wisconsin;
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Whereas after leaving public office, Velvalea “Vel” Phillips

remained engaged in the community;

Whereas in recognition of her many accomplishments, she
was invited to serve as Distinguished Visiting Professor
of Law at Marquette’s Law School during the 2002-2003

school year;

Whereas, in 2006, she started the Vel Phillips Foundation to
establish equality and opportunity for minorities through
social justice, education, housing, and jobs and to help
high school students successfully make the transition to

college;

Whereas, in 2006, she was recognized by the Wisconsin His-
torical Society as one of the bigegest historical contribu-
tors to the State, winning the Robert and Belle La
Follette Award for Distinction in Public Service;

Whereas she remained active in Milwaukee’s Community
Brainstorming Conference, which focuses on grassroots

leadership;

Whereas this list of accomplishments does no justice to the
number of individual lives she touched and inspired in

her community, throughout Wisconsin, and the Nation;

Whereas Velvalea “Vel” Phillips’ undeterred tenacity laid the
foundation for other women, African Americans, and peo-
ple in general to muster the courage to strive for the sus-

tained social progress of our young Nation;

Whereas “Vel” served as chairwoman of the first successful
campaign of an African American for Congress in the

State of Wisconsin; and

Whereas the life of this remarkable woman and American is
filled with accomplishments that were unheard of during

her time and is a testament to her fearless and steadfast
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pursuit of equitable living conditions for each American

which helped transform our country into a better, more

just, and morally advanced society: Now, therefore, be it
1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

(1) recognizes and honors the achievements of
Velvalea “Vel” Phillips as a ground breaker, “leader
of leaders”, role model, and civil rights leader;

(2) commends the courage, hard work, commit-
ment, and dedication of Velvalea “Vel” Phillips in
fiehting for equality for all; and

(3) honors the achievements of all American
women who have overcome adversity to play a con-
tributing role in society.

O

*HRES 863 IH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2018-04-28T00:22:09-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




