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Recognizing the importance of ending the stigmatization of substance use
disorder.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SEPTEMBER 27, 2021
Mr. JoYCE of Ohio (for himself, Mr. TRONE, Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York, Mr. PArras, Mr. RODNEY Davis of Ilinois, Mr. RYAN, Mrs.
AXNE, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. STANTON, Mr. NEWHOUSE, Mr.
DESAULNIER, Mr. DEUTCH, Mr. CARDENAS, Mr. GARBARINO, and Mr.
KATKO) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce

RESOLUTION

Recognizing the importance of ending the stigmatization of

substance use disorder.

Whereas nearly 841,000 people have died since 1999 from a

drug overdose;

Whereas fatal overdoses in the United States increased from

2018 to 2019, and overdoses have increased since the
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic;

Whereas overdose killed a record 93,000 people in the United
States in 2020, which was roughly a 27-percent increase
from 2019;

Whereas nearly 20,400,000 people have battled a substance

use disorder in the past year;



2
Whereas 5,200,000 young adults aged 18 to 25 needed sub-

stance use treatment in 2018;

Whereas only 1.6 percent, or 547,000 young adults aged 18

to 25 received treatment in 2018;

Whereas 15,100,000 adults aged 26 or older needed sub-

stance use treatment in 2018;

Whereas only 1.4 percent or 3,000,000 adults aged 26 or
older received treatment in 2018;

Whereas stigma 1s defined as a set of negative beliefs that
a group or society holds about a topic or group of people;

Whereas stigma surrounding substance use disorder nega-
tively affects access to care and has a detrimental effect
on treatment outcomes;

Whereas negative language and stigma regarding substance
use disorder and addiction have shown to be a key bar-
rier for people to seek and receive treatment while on the

road to recovery; and

Whereas talking about substance use disorder in a factual
and humanizing way can reduce stigma and help people

receive appropriate treatment and support.
1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives ex-
2 presses the importance of ending the stigmatization of

3 substance use disorder.
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