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117TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. RES. 536 

Expressing support for the designation of the week of July 19 through 

July 25, 2021, as ‘‘Black Maternal Mental Health Awareness Week’’, 

and supporting the goals and ideals of raising awareness and under-

standing of maternal mental health conditions as they affect Black indi-

viduals. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

JULY 19, 2021 

Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER (for herself, Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia, Mr. 

BUTTERFIELD, Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Ms. ADAMS, 

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia, Ms. WILSON of Florida, Ms. UNDERWOOD, 

Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mr. MFUME, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. MANNING, Ms. 

KELLY of Illinois, Ms. SPANBERGER, Mrs. BEATTY, Ms. CHU, Mr. 

LAWSON of Florida, Mr. TRONE, Mr. MCEACHIN, Mrs. WATSON COLE-

MAN, Mr. CONNOLLY, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, Mr. 

SUOZZI, Mr. CARSON, Ms. STRICKLAND, and Mr. BOWMAN) submitted 

the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Energy 

and Commerce 

RESOLUTION 
Expressing support for the designation of the week of July 

19 through July 25, 2021, as ‘‘Black Maternal Mental 

Health Awareness Week’’, and supporting the goals and 

ideals of raising awareness and understanding of mater-

nal mental health conditions as they affect Black individ-

uals. 
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Whereas 1 in 7 White women and 1 in 4 women of color will 

suffer from a maternal mental health condition at some 

point during their lifetimes; 

Whereas maternal mental health conditions first present dur-

ing pregnancy or the year following childbirth or mis-

carriage, and include depression, anxiety, obsessive-com-

pulsive disorder, substance use disorder, and other condi-

tions; 

Whereas suicide and overdose caused by a maternal mental 

health condition are the leading causes of death for new 

mothers and contribute to the rising maternal mortality 

rate; 

Whereas non-Hispanic Black individuals are 3 times more 

likely to have a maternal death than White women in the 

United States; 

Whereas untreated maternal mental health conditions cost 

the United States economy $14.9 billion dollars each year 

due to productivity loss, preterm births, child behavioral 

and developmental costs, and other health costs; 

Whereas maternal mental health conditions impair mother-in-

fant interactions, causing negative behavioral, cognitive, 

and emotional impacts for the infant; 

Whereas untreated maternal depression during pregnancy 

leads to a higher risk of preterm and low birth weight de-

livery and infant mortality; 

Whereas many health professionals receive limited or no for-

mal training on providing culturally congruent maternity 

care in diverse communities; 

Whereas 50 percent of individuals with a maternal mental 

health condition never receive treatment, and Black 

women are less likely than White women to initiate treat-
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ment, continue treatment, or refill a prescription for a 

maternal mental health condition; 

Whereas best practices for the prevention and treatment of 

maternal mental health conditions include collaborative 

and culturally congruent group prenatal or postpartum 

care models; 

Whereas more research on Black maternal mental health out-

comes and care, existing State and other programs, and 

innovative maternity care models designed to reduce ra-

cial and ethnic disparities in maternal health outcomes is 

needed to inform evidence-based treatments, promote pre-

vention efforts, facilitate early identification, dispel stig-

mas and barriers to care, and provide insight on illness 

causation and the effects of maternal mental health con-

ditions on infants and communities; 

Whereas, every decade, the Healthy People initiative develops 

a new set of science-based, 10-year national objectives 

with the goal of improving the health of all Americans; 

and 

Whereas addressing maternal mental health conditions are in-

tegral in reaching the Department of Health and Human 

Services’ Healthy People 2030 goals of a 10-percent re-

duction in the maternal mortality rate and an increase in 

abstinence from illicit drugs and alcohol among pregnant 

women: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives— 1

(1) expresses support for the designation of 2

‘‘Black Maternal Mental Health Awareness Week’’; 3

(2) supports the goals and ideals of a national 4

week to raise public awareness and understanding 5
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around maternal mental health conditions and their 1

disproportionate impact on Black women and fami-2

lies; 3

(3) recognizes the need for culturally congruent 4

treatment for individuals affected by maternal men-5

tal health conditions; 6

(4) acknowledges the need for further research 7

on maternal mental health treatment models that 8

demonstrate effectiveness in reducing racial and eth-9

nic disparities in health outcomes; and 10

(5) encourages Federal, State, and local govern-11

ments, and citizens of the United States— 12

(A) to support Black Maternal Mental 13

Health Awareness Week through programs and 14

activities; and 15

(B) to promote public awareness of mater-16

nal mental health conditions as they affect 17

Black individuals. 18

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:23 Jul 20, 2021 Jkt 019200 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\HR536.IH HR536pb
in

ns
 o

n 
D

S
K

JL
V

W
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
IL

LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-07-20T06:15:30-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




