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Condemning the use of toxic chemicals as weapons in the Syrian Arab
Republic.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JUNE 25, 2015
Mr. Yoro (for himself, Ms. Ros-LEOTINEN, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. WILSON of
South Carolina, Mr. CoOK, Mr. RIBBLE, Mr. IssA, and Mr. CLAWSON of
Florida) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Jondemning the use of toxic chemicals as weapons in the

Syrian Arab Republic.

Whereas, as a result of over four years of civil war in the
Syrian Arab Republic, Syrian deaths have climbed to
more than 230,000 deaths, and more than 6,000,000

Syrians have been displaced;

Whereas the United Nations Mission to Investigate Allega-
tions of the Use of Chemical Weapons in the Syrian Arab
Republic released its report on September 16, 2013, con-
firming that surface-to-surface rockets containing the
nerve agent Sarin were used in the Ghouta area of Da-
mascus on August 21, 2013, an attack which killed over
1,400 people according to a United States Government

assessment;
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Whereas the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons (OPCW) Executive Council adopted a decision
on September 27, 2013, which required Syria to destroy

its chemical weapons program by June 30, 2014;

Whereas a White House statement on August 18, 2014,
marking the end of destruction operations on the MV
Cape Ray said that “serious questions remain with re-
spect to the omissions and diserepancies in Syria’s dec-
laration to the OPCW and about continued allegations of

use’’;

Whereas chlorine gas attacks in northern Syria have been re-

peatedly reported since mid-April 2014;

Whereas although chlorine is not required to be declared or
destroyed under the Chemical Weapons Convention, its

use in warfare is still prohibited under the Convention;

Whereas the OPCW established a Fact-Finding Mission to

investigate allegations of the use of weaponized chlorine;

Whereas in the OPCW’s second report released on September
10, 2014, the investigators concluded they have “‘compel-
ling confirmation” that a toxic chemical was used “sys-
tematically and repeatedly’” as a weapon against villages
in northern Syria and that ‘“‘chlorine, either pure or in
mixture” was used 1n attacks on the wvillages of

Talmanes, Al Tamanah, and Kafr Zeta;

Whereas, on March 6, 2015, the United Nations Security
Council adopted Resolution 2209 (2015), condemning the
use of chlorine gas as a weapon in Syria and that those
responsible for the use of chemical weapons including

chlorine must be held accountable;

Whereas in a June 16, 2015, hearing of the House Foreign

Affairs Committee, United States Permanent Representa-
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tive to the United Nations, Samantha Power, testified
that there are alarming and grave reports that the Assad

regime has been turning chlorine into a chemical weapon;

Whereas Secretary of State John Kerry stated on June 16,
2015, that he was “absolutely certain” that the Assad re-

oime has used chlorine against his people;

Whereas despite the adoption of United Nations Security
Council Resolution 2209, the Assad regime has continued

1ts chlorine attacks;

Whereas chemical weapons, including chlorine, are but one of
the many heinous and violent methods with which the

Assad regime Kills its own citizens;

Whereas barrel bombs dropped from helicopters are the pri-
mary method of delivery for the Assad regime’s chemical

weapons;

Whereas the Assad regime’s control over Syrian airspace fa-
cilitates his regime’s use of chlorine gas against his citi-

zens; and

Whereas Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Mar-
tin Dempsey stated in a letter to Congress that a no-fly
zone would result in “the near total elimination of the re-
eime’s ability to bomb opposition strongholds and sustain

its forces by air’’: Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

2 (1) condemns the Assad regime for its atrocities
3 against the Syrian people, including its use of chlo-
4 rine as a weapon;
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(2) condemns the use of any toxic chemical, in-
cluding chlorine, as a weapon in the Syrian Arab
Republic;

(3) maintains that those who have engaged in
such unlawful actions should be held accountable by
the international community and urges the President
to report to Congress on the use of chemical weap-
ons, including chlorine, in Syria;

(4) maintains that no party in Syria should use,
develop, produce, acquire, stockpile, retain, or trans-
fer chemical weapons, including weapons employing
chlorine;

(5) calls on the Administration to—

(A) continue offering material support to
appropriate programs and individuals collecting
evidence of the use of chemical weapons inside
of Syria;

(B) assist in the cataloguing and preserva-
tion of evidence of use and responsibility of use
of chemical weapons; and

(C) facilitate the future transfer of evi-
dence of the use of chemical weapons to an ap-
propriate legal forum for use in prosecuting
those responsible for the illegal use of chemical

weapons; and
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(6) urges the international community to estab-
lish a comprehensive strategy regarding Syria which
may include the possibility of establishing a no-fly

zone in Syria.

*HRES 346 IH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-26T06:13:07-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




