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Commemorating the 105th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Poland
and the United States.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

May 6, 2024
Ms. KapTUR (for herself, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, Mr. KEATING, and Mr.
TURNER) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs

RESOLUTION

Commemorating the 105th anniversary of diplomatic

relations between Poland and the United States.

Whereas the United States and Poland have shared a con-
sequential history, encompassing a fundamental commit-
ment to democratic principles, freedom, the rule of law,

and human rights;

Whereas shared values have formed the bedrock of the endur-
ing friendship between the United States and Poland,
and an unwavering commitment to the North Atlantic
military alliance and the broader transatlantic relation-
ship has contributed to security in Europe and across the

elobe;

Whereas the United States-Poland friendship predates the

founding of the United States itself, with Polish generals
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Tadeusz Kos$ciuszko and Casimir Pulaski bravely fighting
for the independence and freedom of both nations during
the United States Revolutionary War;

Whereas, during World War I, prominent Polish figures such
as Ignacy Jan Paderewski and Henryk Sienkiewicz trav-
eled to the United States to promote the idea of an inde-
pendent Poland;

Whereas many people in the United States of Polish descent
came to Europe to fight for a sovereign Poland, with the
most famous example being the Blue Army of General
Jozef Haller, consisting of over 20,000 Americans of Pol-

ish descent, largely inspired by Paderewski;

Whereas, in a historic moment, President Woodrow Wilson
delivered a compelling speech to Congress on January 22,
1917, passionately advocating for Poland’s independence

as a justified war aim;

Whereas the pivotal role played by President Woodrow Wil-
son and Ignacy Paderewski in advocating for Poland’s
independence was instrumental in securing recognition of

Polish sovereignty following World War I;

Whereas, on January 8, 1918, President Wilson announced
his famous “Fourteen Points”, with point 13 explicitly
stating: “An independent Polish state should be erected
which should include the territories inhabited by indis-
putably Polish populations, which should be assured a
free and secure access to the sea, and whose political and
economic independence and territorial integrity should be

cuaranteed by international covenant’’;

Whereas Poland’s embrace of democratic values dates back to

the 1700s, culminating in the historic adoption of Ku-
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rope’s first constitution in 1791, embodying the prin-

ciples of liberty and constitutional monarchy;

Whereas Poland became the first European nation to strive
toward ensuring liberty for all its citizens when Tadeusz
Kosciuszko, upon his return from the American Revolu-
tion, issued the Proclamation of Potaniec on May 7,
1794, which provided for personal freedoms to Polish
serfs and reduced compulsory serfdom, among other lib-

erties and rights;

Whereas, in the wake of Poland’s remarkable constitutional
achievement, the nation would face tragic annihilation in
history, including the third partition of Poland in 1795,
that resulted in Poland being erased from the map of Ku-
rope for 123 years and its territory divided among the
empires of adjoining nations Russia, Prussia, and the

Hapsburg Empire;

Whereas, despite centuries of adversity, Poland’s resilient
spirit endured, as evidenced by the November Uprising of
1830 and the January Uprising of 1863, where countless
Poles laid down their lives to preserve the dream of Pol-

ish sovereigntys;

Whereas, during this period of foreign domination, Poland
persevered in safeguarding its national identity through
initiatives such as the “organic work” ideology, which
recognized the importance of modernizing Polish society

to ensure the survival of Polish nationhood;

Whereas, on November 11, 1918, the Regency Council of Po-
land appointed Jozef Pitsudski as Commander in Chief
of Poland, marking the formation of the Second Republic¢

of Poland and a triumphant return to independence;
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Whereas the brave Polish resistance fighters and soldiers val-
lantly fought against tyranny on all fronts during World
War II, only to find their liberation from Nazi oppression

followed by domination by the Soviet Union;

Whereas, on September 18, 1944, as part of the allied
FRANTIC-7 mission, though the Royal Air Force, 12
United States citizens, including 2d ILit. Clyda Arrants,
1st Lit. Joseph Vigna, 1st Lit. Robert Peters, 1st Lit.
Francis Akins, 2d Lt. Forrest Shaw, Flight Officer Ely
Berenson, 2d L.it. Myron Merrill, Technical Sgt. Frank
De Cillis, Staff Sgt. Paul Haney, Staff Sgt. George
MacPhee, Staft Sgt. Walter Shimshock, and 1st Lit. Paul
Hibbard, were killed in the skies over Poland during op-
erations to supply Polish resistance units during the

Warsaw Ghetto Uprising;

Whereas Poland’s indomitable spirit was exemplified by the
Solidarity movement, led by Lech Watesa, which played
a pivotal role in defeating Communism and ultimately led
to the fall of the Soviet Empire, ushering in a new era

of liberty for millions across Europe;

Whereas Poland joined the community of democracies by ac-
ceding to the NATO alliance in 1999 and the EKuropean
Union in 2004, further cementing its commitment to

democratic principles;

Whereas Poland’s ongoing steadfast relationship with the
United States is demonstrated by the Illinois-Poland Na-
tional Guard Partnership, a program of the United
States European Command State Partnership Program,
through which nations share in military excellence and in

friendship;
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Whereas, in March of 2023, the United States Army estab-

lished the United States Army Garrison in Poland, rep-
resenting an undying commitment to the NATO alliance

and to the defense of global democracy;

Whereas the contributions of up to 10,000,000 Polish Ameri-

cans to the United States have been invaluable, with
many serving in political leadership, defending liberty in
the Armed Forces, driving innovation in factories, and

leading in creative and economic spheres; and

Whereas the United States and Poland have been resolute in
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their joint commitment to support Ukraine as it defends

against Russia’s war of aggression: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the House of Representatives—

(1) commemorates the 105th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations between Poland
and the United States, recognizing the historic
events and courageous individuals that led to the re-
constitution of Poland’s sovereignty;

(2) honors the unwavering determination and
sacrifices of the Polish people, who never wavered in
their pursuit of independence and liberty during 123
yvears of foreign partitions and 43 years of Soviet oc-
cupation; and

(3) reaffirms the enduring bonds between Po-
land and the United States, forged by a shared love
of freedom, an unquenchable thirst for liberty, a mu-

tual commitment to the rule of law, and a steadfast

*HRES 1198 IH



6
| partnership in advancing security and democracy

2 worldwide.

*HRES 1198 IH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2024-05-07T04:38:08-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




