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To require the Secretary of the Interior to take certain measures with respect

M.

To

(Y B S S B O]

to protecting the Salton Sea, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

AUGUST 5, 2022
Rutz (for himself and Mr. VARGAS) introduced the following bill; which
was referred to the Committee on Natural Resources, and in addition to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned

A BILL

require the Secretary of the Interior to take certain
measures with respect to protecting the Salton Sea, and

for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Salton Sea Public

Health and Environmental Protection Act of 20227,
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SEC. 2. FEDERAL SALTON SEA MANAGEMENT ACRES.

Title XI of the Reclamation Projects Authorization
and Adjustment Act of 1992 (Public Law 102-575) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 1102. RESTORATION PROGRAM.

“(a) RESTORATION PROGRAM.—The Secretary of the
Interior, acting through the Bureau of Reclamation, shall
provide for a program within the Bureau’s Salton Sea
Program Office to improve water quality, provide for dust
mitigation, protect the public’s health, and provide for en-
vironmental and habitat restoration at the Salton Sea in
California.

“(b) FEDERAL  SALTON SEA  MANAGEMENT
ACRES.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall provide for such measures as such Sec-
retary determines appropriate for dust control and
habitat conservation, consistent with State and local
requirements, with respect to an acreage within the
Salton Sea of the same size as the acreage for which
the State of California provides for dust control and
habitat conservation under the Salton Sea Manage-
ment Program and the State Water Board Order.
Such Secretary shall, to the maximum extent pos-

sible when ecarrying out this requirement, provide

*HR 8676 IH
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such measures for an equivalent number of acres of
dust control and of habitat conservation.

“(2) CALCULATION.—The Secretary of the In-
terior may calculate the satisfaction of the Federal
Salton Sea Management Acres obligation described
in paragraph (1) in three-year increments to account
for variability in acres available and appropriate for
management.

“(3) COORDINATION WITH THE STATE OF CALI-
FORNIA.—

“(A) MEMORANDUM OF UNDER-
STANDING.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this section, the Secretary
of the Interior shall seek to conclude a memo-
randum of understanding with the State of
California and the Salton Sea Authority to co-
ordinate Federal and State activities relating to
the construction, operation, and maintenance of
Federal Salton Sea Management Acres and
Salton Sea Management Program activities.
Such memorandum of understanding shall in-
clude a schedule delineating the timeframe for
the accomplishment of the establishment of
Salton Sea Management Acres and consider-

ation of the effects of such memorandum of un-
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derstanding on affected disadvantaged commu-

nities.

“(B) Access.—The Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall make Federal lands within the Salton
Sea available to the State of California for ac-
tivities under the Salton Sea Management Pro-
oram and the State Water Board Order and

shall give priority to such activities.

“(4) STATE RESPONSIBILITIES.

Nothing in
this section shall modify the State of California’s re-
sponsibilities or associated timelines under the State
Water Board Order.

“(5) SUPPORT FROM THE SECRETARY OF AGRI-
CULTURE.—The Secretary of Agriculture shall, in
issuing funding or other types of support under such
authority as is available to such Secretary, prioritize
support and funding to assist the Secretary of the
Interior in fulfilling the responsibilities deseribed in
this subsection.

“(6) DELEGATION TO THE STATE OF CALI-
FORNIA.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.

The Secretary of the
Interior may delegate such Secretary’s respon-
sibilities under this subsection to the State of

California through a cooperative agreement or
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other contractual agreement only upon the pro-
vision by such Secretary to the State of ade-
quate Kederal funding to assure the require-
ments of this section are met, including funding
for operations and maintenance of Federal
Salton Sea Management Acres. Such Secretary
may award grants to the State for completion
of this responsibility.
“(B) AGREEMENT PENDING FUNDING NOT
RESTRICTED.—Subparagraph (A) shall not be
construed to prohibit the Secretary of the Inte-
rior from entering such an agreement prior to
the provision of such adequate Federal funding.
“(7) NOT A SPECIAL AQUATIC SITE.—For the
purposes of the construction, operation, and mainte-
nance of Federal Salton Sea Management Acres and
Salton Sea Management Program activities, lakebed
exposed as the Salton Sea recedes shall not be con-
sidered a Special Aquatic Site for the purposes of
determining jurisdiction under section 404 of the
Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344).

“(8) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary of
the Interior shall report to Congress annually identi-

fying—
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“(A) the total number of acres under man-
agement by such Secretary or funding provided
to the State of California under paragraph (6);

“(B) the type of management applied to
Federal Salton Sea Management Acres, and
whether such management is dust suppression
or habitat restoration;

“(C) if such Secretary has not met such
Secretary’s responsibility under paragraph (1)
over the current three-year period under para-
oraph (2), a plan for coming into compliance;
and

“(D) additional funding needed to meet

such obligation.

In this section, the following

terms have the meaning given to such terms in section
5 of the Salton Sea Public Health and Environmental Pro-

tection Act of 2022:

“(1) ‘Federal Salton Sea Management Acres’.
“(2) ‘Salton Sea Authority’.

“(3)

“(4) ‘State Water Board Order’.”.

4

Salton Sea Management Program’.

SEC. 3. SALTON SEA MANAGEMENT COUNCIL.
(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF FEDERAL SALTON SEA

CounciL.—Not later than 90 days after the date of enact-

*HR 8676 IH
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ment of this Act, the Secretary of the Interior shall estab-
lish a Salton Sea Council with the goal of coordinating
interagency Salton Sea projects, expediting permits, co-
ordinating environmental review, streamlining funding of
projects associated with the Salton Sea Management Pro-
eram and Federal Salton Sea Management Acres, and co-
ordinating such goals with the State of California and the
Salton Sea Authority.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—Council shall consist of the fol-
lowing and shall be chaired by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior:

(1) The Secretary of Agriculture, or a rep-
resentative of such Secretary.

(2) The Secretary of the Army or a representa-
tive of such Secretary.

(3) The Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency or a representative of such Ad-
ministrator.

(4) The Commissioner of the Bureau of Rec-
lamation or a representative of such Commissioner.

(5) The Director of the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service or a representative of such Director.

(6) The Director of the United States Geologi-
cal Survey or a representative of such Director.

(¢) DuTiEs.—The Council shall—

*HR 8676 IH
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(1) convene and establish a process for collabo-
ration among the members of the Council, the State
of California, the Salton Sea Authority, local com-
munities, Tribal governments, the South Coast Air
Quality Management District, the Imperial County
Air Pollution Control District, and other persons, in-
cluding holding at least one annual public meeting
at the Salton Sea to receive feedback from local
stakeholders;

(2) develop a Federal funding plan across Fed-
eral agencies with jurisdiction at the Salton Sea to
assist the Secretary in meeting the Salton Sea Man-
agement Acres obligation and associated operations
and maintenance costs; and

(3) identify and implement measures to expe-
dite and streamline Federal permitting of Salton Sea
management undertaken by the State of California’s
Salton Sea Management Program.

(d) PRODUCTION OF REPORT.—Not later than 1 year

after the date of enactment of this Act, the Council shall
submit to the Committee on Natural Resources of the

House of Representatives a report that—

(1) identifies Federal and State funding sources

and previous funding for projects and studies related

*HR 8676 IH
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to potentially benefitting or impacting the Salton

Sea;

(2) analyzes how Federal and State funding
sources can be matched or paired to reach acreage
goals; and

(3) 1dentifies additional Federal resources in-
cluding resources for technical assistance and project
permitting assistance that could be applied to the
management of the Salton Sea.

SEC. 4. PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTING REQUIREMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Interior, in
consultation with the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency, shall publish an annual report on air
quality surrounding the Salton Sea, including an analysis
of the presence of pollutants, salinity levels, and agricul-
tural chemicals present in the exposed lakebed on Federal
lands. Such report shall include—

(1) the change in number of acres of Federal
land that is exposed lakebed and land with respect
to which such Secretary has taken corrective action,
either through habitat restoration or dust suppres-
sion; and

(2) any associated health risks with particulate

matter pollution and any chemicals present.

*HR 8676 IH



O o0 N N W B W

[\© TN NG T N T NG I NG R NS B N e T e e T e T e T e T
LN A W NN = DO VO NN R WND = O

10

(b) PoruraTiON HEALTII STUDY.—The Secretary of
the Interior may partner with a university or research in-
stitution to conduct a long-term population health study
on individuals with extended exposure to the Salton Sea.

The Administrator

(¢) ADDITIONAL AIR MONITORS.
of the Environmental Protection Agency shall take such
measures as the Administrator determines necessary to
monitor the air quality in population centers near the
Salton Sea.

SEC. 5. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) FEDERAL SALTON SEA MANAGEMENT
ACRES.—The term ‘“‘Federal Salton Sea Manage-
ment Acres” means the Salton Sea exposed lakebed
acres required to be managed by the Secretary of
the Interior for dust control or habitat in consulta-
tion with the State of California and Salton Sea Au-
thority.

(2) SALTON SEA AUTHORITY.—The term
“Salton Sea Authority” means a Joint Powers Au-
thority composed of member agencies including the
Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Tribe, County of
Imperial, the County of Riverside, the Coachella Val-
ley Water District, and the Imperial Irrigation Dis-

trict, established to work in coordination with the

*HR 8676 IH
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State of California to oversee the comprehensive res-
toration of the Salton Sea.

(3) SALTON SEA MANAGEMENT PROGRAM.—The
term “Salton Sea Management Program’ means the
program created by the State of California to ad-
dress air quality and ecological threats at the Salton
Sea.

(4) SALTON SEA 10-YEAR PLAN.—The term
“Salton Sea 10-Year Plan” means the State of Cali-
fornia’s Salton Sea Management Program Phase 1:
10-year plan to provide for the construction of
30,000 acres of air quality and habitat projects at
the Salton Sea.

(D) STATE WATER BOARD ORDER.—The term
“State Water Board Order” means California State
Water Board Order 2017-0134 entitled “ORDER
ACCEPTING AND REVISING STATE WATER
BOARD REVISED ORDER WRO 2002-0013”
issued on November 7, 2017, establishing Salton Sea
management acre milestones for the State of Cali-

fornia.

*HR 8676 IH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-08-23T23:55:17-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




