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To require the Administrator of General Services to transfer certain surplus
computers and technology equipment to nonprofit computer refurbishers
for repair and distribution, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JuLy 17, 2018
Mr. GARRETT (for himself, Mr. PETERSON, Mr. DONOVAN, Mr. WITTMAN,
Mr. WALz, Mr. PERLMUTTER, and Ms. STEFANIK) introduced the fol-
lowing bill; which was referred to the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform

A BILL

To require the Administrator of General Services to transfer
certain surplus computers and technology equipment to
nonprofit computer refurbishers for repair and distribu-

tion, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Computers for Vet-

erans and Students Act of 2018 or the “COVS Act”’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

N O e AW

Congress makes the following findings:
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(1) Access to computers and computer tech-
nology are indispensable for success in the 21st cen-
tury. Millions of Americans do not regularly use a
computer and research shows that substantial dis-
parities remain in both internet use and the quality
of access with the digital divide concentrated among
older, less educated, less affluent populations, espe-
cially veterans, low-income students, and senior citi-
Zens.

(2) In 1996, the President issued Executive
Order 12999 instructing the General Services Ad-
ministration (GSA) to allow schools and nonprofits
the ability to receive Federal surplus computers for
educational purposes.

(3) GSA created the Computers for Learning
Program, which distributes approximately 30,000
computers and computer-related equipment annually
to public schools and nonprofits for reuse.

(4) As a Federal program, Computers for
Learning has lagged in fulfilling its mission just as
the need for computer access for basic services and
education has skyrocketed.

(5) Computers for Learning has failed on three
fronts through waste (computers going to schools

and nonprofits that are not equipped to refurbish
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them), abuse (multiple cases of theft or fraud in re-
cent years), and inefficiency (schools and nonprofits
that lack the capacity to refurbish on a regional or
national scale).

(6) Computers for Learning would benefit from
increased coordination by working directly with cer-
tified nonprofit computer refurbishers, the majority
of which are allied together under the Alliance for
Technology Reuse and Refurbishing (AFTRR).

(7) AFTRR members collectively refurbish and
put over 90,000 computers back into the community
annually from public and privately donated equip-
ment, closing the digital divide and diverting mil-
lions of pounds of potential e-waste from landfills.

(8) Each AFTRR member has ‘“bridging the
digital divide” at the core of their respective mis-
sions. Collectively, they have decades of experience,
capacity, and knowledge in not only refurbishing
computers, but also, distributing them to people in
need, with many providing low-cost internet access
and digital literacy training. AFTRR members have
led the Nation in bridging the digital divide for

years, and in some cases, decades.
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SEC. 3. TRANSFER OF CERTAIN SURPLUS COMPUTERS AND

TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT TO NONPROFIT
COMPUTER REFURBISHERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The head of a Federal agency,
through the Administrator of General Services, shall offer
to transfer any surplus computer or technology equipment
that is not being used internally by the Federal agency,
or has not been requested for use by another Federal
agency, to a nonprofit computer refurbisher for repair and
distribution to an educational institution, a veteran, an in-
dividual with a disability, a low-income individual, a stu-
dent, or a senior in need (as determined by the nonprofit
computer refurbisher).

(b) COLLABORATION WITH ALLIANCE FOR TECH-
NOLOGY REFURBISHING AND REUSE.—In carrying out
subsection (a), the Administrator of General Services shall
work directly with the Alliance for Technology Refur-
bishing and Reuse to establish a process through which
surplus computers and technology equipment will be
transferred to nonprofit computer refurbishers. Such proc-
ess shall be established not later than 60 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(¢) RETURN OF CERTAIN COMPUTERS AND EQUIP-
MENT.—In the case in which the Administrator of General
Services 1s not able to transfer a surplus computer or tech-
nology equipment to a nonprofit computer refurbisher

*HR 6407 IH
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within 30 days after offering to transfer such computer
or equipment, the head of the Federal agency on whose
behalf the Administrator of General Services acted shall
dispose of such computer or equipment in accordance with
the procedures of such agency regarding the disposal of
Federal electronic assets.

(d) DuTiEs OF NONPROFIT COMPUTER REFUR-

BISHERS.

(1) TRAINING PROGRAMS.—Each nonprofit
computer refurbisher to whom the Administrator of
General Services transfers a surplus computer or
technology equipment under subsection (a) shall
offer training programs for educational institutions,
veterans, individuals with disabilities, low-income in-
dividuals, students, and seniors in need on the use
of computers and technology equipment.

(2) LEGAL COMPLIANCE.—Each nonprofit com-
puter refurbisher to whom the Administrator of
seneral Services transfers a surplus computer or
technology equipment under subsection (a) shall
comply with any Federal, State, or local law relating
to the disposition of e-waste.

(3) ANNUAL REPORTS TO AFTRR.—Each non-
profit computer refurbisher to whom the Adminis-

trator of General Services transfers a surplus com-
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puter or technology equipment under subsection (a)
shall submit an annual report to the Alliance for
Technology Refurbishing and Reuse on any surplus
computer or technology equipment repaired or dis-
tributed by such refurbisher.

(e) PROHIBITION AGAINST TRACKING AND TIME

Limirs.

Due to the unique condition of each surplus
computer or technology equipment, the Administrator of
General Services may not require a nonprofit computer re-
furbisher to repair and distribute any surplus computer
or technology equipment within a specific timeframe.

In this section:

(f) DEFINITIONS.
(1) EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION.—The term
“educational institution” means—

(A) any public or private child care center,
preschool, elementary school, secondary school,
or accredited institution of vocational, profes-
sional, or higher education; and

(B) in the case of an accredited institution
of vocational, professional, or higher education
composed of more than one school, college, or
department that is administratively a separate

unit, each such school, college, or department.
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(2) NONPROFIT COMPUTER REFURBISHER.—
The term “‘nonprofit computer refurbisher” means a
nonprofit organization—

(A) whose primary mission and activity is
to bridge the digital divide;

(B) that is exempt from taxation under
section 501 of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986; and

(C) that 1s a member of the Alliance for
Technology Refurbishing and Reuse.

(3) SENTIOR.—The term ‘“‘senior’” means any in-
dividual who 1s 65 years of age or older.

(4) STUDENT.—The term “‘student’” means any
individual enrolled in an educational institution, ex-
cluding a public or private child care center.

(5)  TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT.—The term
“technology equipment’” means physical assets re-
lated to computers and information technology, in-
cluding peripheral components, tablets, communica-
tion devices (such as routers, servers, and cell
phones), printers, scanners, uninterruptible power

sources, and cables and connections.
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(6) VETERAN.—The term ‘“‘veteran” has the
meaning given that term in section 101 of title 38,

United States Code.

*HR 6407 IH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2018-07-20T23:27:18-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




