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To modify certain notice requirements, to study certain election requirements,

to clarify eertain election requirements, and for other purposes.
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Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia (for herself, Mr. NADLER, Ms. BARRAGAN, Ms.

Cou, Ms. DaviDs of Kansas, Mr. VEASEY, Ms. SEWELL, Mr. SCOTT of
Virginia, Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Mr. PocaN, Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania,
Mr. SWALWELL, Mr. DoGGETT, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. TORRES of New
York, Mr. TanoMmpsoN of Mississippi, Mr. MouLTON, Ms. PORTER, Mr.
GOMEZ, Mr. VArGAs, Mr. Evans, Mr. Scuirr, Ms. LEE of California,
Ms. KeBLLy of Ilinois, Mr. EspainraT, Mr. PETERS, Ms. WILSON of
Florida, Ms. JacoBs, Mr. KiLMER, Mr. DAVID ScoTT of Georgia, Mr.
CARTER of Louisiana, Ms. CLARKE of New York, Ms. MOORE of Wis-
consin, Ms. SCANLON, Mr. Costa, Ms. PRESSLEY, Ms. WASSERMAN
ScHULTZ, Ms. Matrsul, Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mr. MuLLIN, Ms.
BrowN, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Ms. BALINT, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN,
Ms. WiLp, Ms. CROCKETT, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. TRONE, Ms. JACKSON LEE,
Ms. NorroN, Mr. DELUZIO, Mr. HIGGINS of New York, Ms. MCCLEL-
LAN, Mr. Davis of North Carolina, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms.
SANCHEZ, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. CASTEN, Mr. NICKEL,
Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, Ms. Tirus, Ms. McCoLLuMm, Mr. GREEN of
Texas, Ms. Trams, Ms. STEVENS, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. Bow-
MAN, Ms. EscoBar, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. KRISIINAMOORTIII,
Ms. Boxamici, Ms. SCHOLTEN, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mrs. CHERFILUS-
McCorMICK, Mr. Davis of Illinois, Mr. RyaN, Mr. RASKIN, Ms. SALI-
Nas, Mr. Crow, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, and Ms. BUDZINSKI) introduced the
following bill; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and
in addition to the Committee on House Administration, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned
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A BILL

To modify certain notice requirements, to study certain elec-
tion requirements, to clarify certain election require-

ments, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
2 twes of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

4 This Act may be cited as the “Expanding the Vol-
5 untary Opportunities for Translations in Elections Act”
6 or the “Expanding the VOTE Act”.

7 SEC. 2. LANGUAGE MINORITY NOTICE REQUIREMENTS.

8 Section 203 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (52
9 U.S.C.10503) is amended—

10 (1) by amending subsection (b)(3)(A) to read as
11 follows:

12 “(A) the term ‘voting materials’—

13 “(1) means registration or voting no-
14 tices, forms, instructions, assistance, or
15 other materials or information relating to
16 the electoral process, including ballots; and
17 “(i1) includes digital and printed ma-
18 terial or information produced relating to
19 the electoral process;’’;

20 (2) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-
21 section (g); and
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(3) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing new subsections:
“(e) RESPONSIBILITY OF STATES PROVIDING VOT-

ING MATERIALS IN COVERED POLITICAL SUBDIVI-

SIONS.—The prohibition under subsection (b) shall apply
to any State that provides voting materials to a political
subdivision subject to such prohibition.

“(f) NoTICcE.—The Attorney General shall submit a
notice of the prohibition of subsection (b), and the thresh-
old at which such prohibition applies, to each State or po-
litical subdivision that is—

“(1) below the threshold requirement under
subclause (IT) of subsection (b)(2)(A)(i) by not more
than 1,000; or

“(2) below the threshold requirement under
subclause (I) or (III) of subsection (b)(2)(A)(1) by
not more than 0.5 percent.”.

SEC. 3. PROVISIONS RELATED TO AMERICAN INDIAN AND
ALASKA NATIVE LANGUAGES.

Section 203 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (52
U.S.C. 10503), as amended by section 2, is further
amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(3)(C), by striking “1990”

and inserting “‘most recent’’; and

*HR 5295 IH



O o0 N N W B W =

O TN NG I N TR NG N NG I NS R N e T e e T e T e e T
[ N N O N N = = N R - BN B e ) W ) L ~S O B NO S e

4

(2) by striking subsection (¢) and inserting the
following:

“(¢) PROVISION OF VOTING MATERIALS IN THE LLAN-
GUAGE OF A MINORITY GROUP.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
whenever any State or political subdivision subject to
the prohibition of subsection (b) provides any reg-
istration or voting notices, forms, instructions, as-
sistance, or other materials or information relating
to the electoral process, including ballots, it shall
provide them in the language of the applicable mi-
nority group as well as in the English language.

“(2) EXCEPTIONS.

“(A) WHEN WRITTEN AMERICAN INDIAN
AND ALASKA NATIVE TRANSLATIONS FOR VOT-
ERS ARE NOT REQUIRED.—In the case of a mi-
nority group that is American Indian or Alaska
Native, if the Tribal government of that minor-
ity eroup has notified the Attorney General that
the language is unwritten or the Tribal govern-
ment does not want a written translation, a
State or political subdivision subject to the pro-
hibition of subsection (b) shall only be required
to furnish that minority group, in the covered

language, oral instructions, assistance, trans-
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5
lation of voting materials, and other informa-
tion relating to registration and voting.

“(B) OTHER MINORITY GROUPS WITH UN-
WRITTEN LANGUAGE.—In the case of a minor-
ity group that is not American Indian or Alaska
Native, if the language of that minority eroup
is unwritten, a State or political subdivision
subject to the prohibition of subsection (b) shall
only be required to furnish that minority group,
in the covered language, oral instructions, as-
sistance, translation of voting materials, and
other information relating to registration and
voting.

“(3) WRITTEN TRANSLATIONS FOR ELECTION

WORKERS.—Notwithstanding paragraph (2), a State

or political division subject to the prohibition of sub-
section (b) shall provide written translations of all
voting materials, with the consent of any applicable
Tribal government, to election workers to ensure
that the translations from English to the language
of a minority group are complete, accurate, and uni-
form.

“(4) TRIBAL GOVERNMENT DEFINED.—In this
subsection, the term ‘Tribal government’ means the

recognized governing body of any Indian or Alaska

*HR 5295 IH



O o0 N N B W =

[\© TN NG T N T NG I NG I NS R N e T e e T e T e e T
LN A W D= OO0 NN NN R, WD = O

SEC.

6

Native Tribe, band, nation, pueblo, village, commu-
nity, component band, or component reservation, in-
dividually identified (including parenthetically) in
the list published most recently as of the date of en-
actment of the Expanding the VOTE Aect pursuant
to section 104 of the Federally Recognized Indian

Tribe List Act of 1994 (25 U.S.C. 5131).”.

4. GRANTS TO JURISDICTIONS TO INCENTIVIZE THE
PROVISION OF VOTING MATERIALS IN LAN-
GUAGES NOT TRIGGERING SECTION 203 COV-
ERAGE IN APPLYING JURISDICTION.

(a) AVAILABILITY OF GRANTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Election Assistance
Jommission (in this section, referred to as the
“Commission””) shall make incentive grants under
subsection (b) to States and political subdivisions to
assist the States and political subdivisions in pro-
viding voting materials during an election cycle in
the language of a covered language minority group.

(2) APPLICATION REQUIRED.—In order to re-
ceive a grant under this section, a State or political
subdivision shall submit to the Commission, at such
time and in such form as the Commission may re-
quire, an application containing such information

and assurances as the Commission may require,
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such as a plan for the State or political subdivision
to engage stakeholders with a demonstrated experi-
ence of serving the relevant covered language minor-

ity group.

(b) INCENTIVE GRANTS.

(1) USe oOF FUNDS.—The Commission shall

make an incentive grant under this subsection to a
State or political subdivision to cover the reasonable
costs incurred by the State or political subdivision in
providing voting materials in the language of a cov-
ered language minority eroup for an election cycle.

(2) CONTINUATION OF PROVISION OF MATE-
RIALS FOR GROUPS IN SUCCEEDING ELECTION CY-

CLES.—If a State or political subdivision receives an

Incentive erant with respect to a covered language
minority eroup for an election cycle, the State or po-
litical subdivision will certify to the Commission that
the State or political subdivision will continue to
provide voting materials in the language of that cov-
ered language minority group for each succeeding
election cycle unless the population of the group dur-
ing the succeeding cycle has dropped by 0.5 percent
or more from the population of the group during the

first election cycle for which the State or political
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8
subdivision received an incentive grant with respect
to the group.

(3) PROHIBITING MULTIPLE GRANTS FOR SAME
LANGUAGE MINORITY GROUP.—If a State or political
subdivision receives an incentive grant with respect
to a covered language minority group, the State or
subdivision may not receive another incentive grant
with respect to that same covered language minority
eroup.

(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘“covered language minority
eroup’’—

(A) means, with respect to a State or polit-
ical subdivision, the members of a single lan-
ouage minority who do not meet the require-
ments of clause (1) or (i11) of section
203(b)(2)(A) of the Voting Rights Act of 1965
(52 U.S.C. 10503(b)(2)(A)); and

(B) includes the language minorities de-
scribed in  section 203(g) of such Act (52
U.S.C. 10503(2)) and any other language mi-
nority;

(2) the term “‘election cycle” means the period
which begins on the day after the date of a regularly

scheduled general election for Federal office and
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which ends on the date of the next regularly sched-
uled general election for Federal office;

(3) the term ‘““State” means each of the several
States, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Islands,
American Samoa, Guam, and the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands; and

(4) the term ‘“‘voting materials” has the mean-
ing given under section 203(b)(3)(A) of the Voting
Rights Act of 1065 (52 U.S.C. 10503(b)(3)(A)).

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There

are authorized to be appropriated to carry out this section

$15,000,000, to remain available until expended.

SEC. 5. STUDY ON CERTAIN LANGUAGE MINORITY NOTICE
REQUIREMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General of the
United States, in consultation with the Director of the
Census, the Attorney General, and the Election Assistance
Commission, shall conduct a study on the impact of—

(1) reducing the threshold requirement—

(A) wunder subelause (II) of section
203(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Voting Rights Act of
1965 (52 U.S.C. 10503(b)(2)(A)(i)) to 7,500

and 5,000, respectively; and
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(B) under subclause (I) or (III) of section

203(b)(2)(A)(1) of the Voting Rights Act of

1965 (52 U.S.C. 10503(b)(2)(A)(1)) to 4 per-

cent, 3 percent, 2.5 percent, and 2 percent, re-

spectively; and

(2) expanding the definition of the term “lan-
cuage minorities” to include native speakers of Ara-
bi¢, French and Haitian Creole, and any other lan-
cuage that the Comptroller General determines to be
appropriate.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date

12 of enactment of this Act, the Comptroller General of the

13 United States shall submit to Congress a report on the

14 findings of the study conducted under subsection (a).

O

*HR 5295 IH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-08-29T09:33:47-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




