
~tate of m:ennessee 

PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 535 

HOUSE BILL NO. 744 

By Representatives Curcio, Lamberth, Griffey, Hazlewood, Hardaway, Sherrell, Doggett, 
Helton, Moody, Powers, Smith, Beck, Love 

Substituted for: Senate Bill No. 513 

By Senators Haile, Rose, Gardenhire 

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 8; Title 29, Chapter 13 and Title 40, 
relative to victim services. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE: 

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 8, Chapter 7, Part 1, is amended by 
adding the following new section: 

(a) In accordance with § 40-38-102, whenever possible, victims of crime must 
have separate and secure waiting areas during all critical stages of the judicial process, 
and to further the availability of such separate and secure waiting areas, the district 
attorneys general conference shall assist in assessing whether such space exists for 
victims to meet with attorneys, law enforcement, counselors, and others, and to wait 
while attending judicial proceedings in judicial facilities throughout the state. 

(b) By March 1, 2022, the district attorneys general conference shall submit a 
report to the chairs of the judiciary committee of the senate and the criminal justice 
committee of the house of representatives as to whether separate and secure waiting 
areas exist within each of the thirty-one (31) judicial districts along with 
recommendations to achieve the requirements of§ 40-38-102. 

(c) The district attorneys general conference additionally shall determine whether 
grant or other funding is available to create separate and secure waiting areas or to 
improve such existing spaces and shall assist judicial districts in achieving the creation 
or improvement of such separate and secure waiting areas. 

SECTION 2. This act takes effect July 1, 2021, the public welfare requiring it. 
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