PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 1068
SENATE BILL NO. 2879

By Kyle, Pody, Yarbro
Substituted for: House Bill No. 2959
By Hardaway, Whitson, Clemmons, Camper

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 36; Title 37 and Title 41, relative to
incarcerated parents.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1. There is created a committee to study the establishment of incarcerated
parenting plans to facilitate the ongoing relationships between incarcerated parents and their
children within this state. The goal of the study is to determine whether the routine establishment of
parenting plans would benefit both the incarcerated parent and the children of incarcerated parents
and in doing so to better serve the citizens of this state. If the committee determines that
establishment would benefit the citizens of this state, the committee shall produce a model
incarcerated parenting plan that may assist courts and incarcerated parents and publish the model
incarcerated parenting plan on the website of the administrative office of the courts.

SECTION 2. The study committee shall consist of ten (10) members as follows:

(1) Two (2) members of the house of representatives to be appointed by the speaker
of the house of representatives, with one (1) being from the majority party and one (1) from
the minority party;

(2) Two (2) members of the senate to be appointed by the speaker of the senate, with
one (1) being from the majority party and one (1) from the minority party;

(3) The commissioner of children's services, or the commissioner's designee;
(4) The commissioner of correction, or the commissioner's designee;
(5) The commissioner of human services, or the commissioner's designee;

(6) The administrative director of the administrative office of the courts, or the
administrative director's designee;

(7) The president of the council of juvenile and family court judges, or the president's
designee; and

(8) The executive director of the Tennessee commission on children and youth, or the
executive director's designee.

SECTION 3. The members shall not receive compensation for serving on the committee but
shall be reimbursed for attendance at meetings in accordance with the comprehensive travel
regulations promulgated by the commissioner of finance and administration and approved by the
attorney general.

SECTION 4. The committee shall be convened by the commissioner of correction, or the
commissioner's designee, and at its first meeting, the study committee shall elect a chair, vice chair,
and such officers as the committee deems necessary.

SECTION 5. At the request of the committee, the various agencies and entities of state
government shall assist the committee in the performance of its duties.
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SECTION 6. The study committee shall timely report its initial findings and recommendations
to the civil justice committee of the house of representatives and the judiciary committee of the
senate by December 1, 2024, including a copy of any model incarcerated parenting plan and any
proposed legislation. The study committee shall issue a final report by February 1, 2025, at which
time the study committee ceases to exist.

SECTION 7. This act takes effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it.
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