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HOUSE BILL NO. 2158 

By Rep1·esentatives Davis, Cepicky, Helton-Haynes, Hardaway, Crawford, Love, 
Parkinson, Sherrell, Grills 

Substituted for: Senate Bill No. 2703 

By Senator Southerland 

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49 and Title 68, relative to school 
nurses. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE: 

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 49-3-359, is amended by deleting 
subsection (c) and substituting instead the following: 

(c) 

(1) An LEA may use TISA funds to directly employ a public school nurse 
or to contract with the Tennessee public school nurse program, created in § 68-
1-1201, for the provision of school health services. 

(2) If an LEA does not employ or contract for at least one (1) school nurse 
for every seven hundred fifty (750) student members of the LEA for the 2024-
2025 school year, or for a subsequent school year, then the LEA's director of 
schools must submit a report to the department of education no later than June 1 
of the respective school year that contains the following: 

(A) How many school nurses the LEA contracted for or employed 
for the respective school year, disaggregated by: 

(i) The number of school nurses contracted for by the LEA, 
disaggregated by the number: 

(a) Assigned to a student member of the LEA to 
provide the student with related services, as defined in § 
49-10-102; and 

(b) That were not assigned to a student member of 
the LEA to provide the student with related services, as 
defined in § 49-10-102, but that were instead assigned to 
provide services to all student members of the LEA; and 

(ii) The number of school nurses employed by the LEA, 
disaggregated by the number: 

(a) Assigned to a student member of the LEA to 
provide the student with related services, as defined in § 
49-10-102; and 

(b) That were not assigned to a student member of 
the LEA to provide the student with related services, as 
defined in § 49-10-102, but that were instead assigned to 
provide services to all student members of the LEA; 

(B) The type of certification or nursing license possessed by each 
school nurse contracted for or employed by the LEA for the respective 
school year; 
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(C) How many schools are operated by the LEA; 

(D) The student membership of the LEA for: 

(i) The respective school year; and 

(ii) The immediately preceding school year; 

(E) The student-to-school-nurse ratio for the LEA based on the 
number of school nurses the LEA contracted for or employed for the 
respective school year; 

(F) The LEA's reason for not employing or contracting for at least 
one (1) school nurse for every seven hundred fifty (750) student members 
of the LEA; 

(G) Whether the LEA employed or contracted for the number of 
school nurses necessary for the LEA to place at least one (1) school 
nurse at each school operated by the LEA, excluding school nurses 
assigned to student members of the LEA to provide the students with 
related services, as defined in§ 49-10-102; and 

(H) The number of student members in the LEA who have an 
emergency care plan or individualized healthcare plan, as those terms 
are defined in § 49-50-1601; who have an individual health plan for 
purposes of§ 49-50-1602; or who have a medical condition for which the 
services of a school nurse or trained professional are required for the 
administration of medication. 

(3) Each public school nurse employed by or provided to an LEA pursuant 
to this subsection (c) shall meet or exceed the minimum qualifications and 
standards established pursuant to § 68-1-1204(a), and shall perform the duties 
and responsibilities enumerated within§ 68-1-1202. 

(4) Each public school nurse employed by an LEA shall maintain current 
certification through a certifying cardiopulmonary resuscitation course consistent 
with the scientific guidelines of the American Heart Association in collaboration 
with the International Liaison Committee on Resuscitation. 

SECTION 2. This act takes effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring it. 
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HOUSE BILL NO. 2158 

PASSED: April 18, 2024 

• 
CAMERONSEXTON,SPEAKER 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

RANDY MCNAIJ_ Y 
SPEAKER OF THE SENATE 

APPROVED this 21 day of m~ 2024 

/?>Ji,~ --BILL LEE:, GOVERNOR 
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