PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 885

SENATE BILL NO. 2401

By Johnson, Crowe, Lundberg, Campbell
Substituted for: House Bill No. 2148

By Lamberth, Gant, Helton, Carringer, Gillespie, Eldridge, Alexander, Ramsey, Rudder, Byrd, Hall,
Leatherwood, Cochran, Hakeem, Hurt, Lafferty, Haston, Moon, Casada, Vital, Chism, Cepicky,
Love, Ragan, White, Parkinson, Whitson, Mannis, Clemmons, Harris, Sherrell, Hardaway,
Hazlewood, Littleton, Williams

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49, Chapter 8, Part 5; Title 63 and Title 68,
relative to the Tennessee Center for Nursing Advancement.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49, Chapter 8, Part 5, is amended by adding
the following as a new section:

49-8-502. Tennessee Center for Nursing Advancement.

(a) The Tennessee Center for Nursing Advancement is established within East
Tennessee State University to address issues of nursing workforce needs, including issues
of recruitment, retention, and utilization of nursing workforce resources that are within the
current scope of the practice of nurses.

(b) The center shall:

(1) Develop a strategic statewide plan for nursing manpower based on a
detailed analysis of workforce needs;

(2) Establish and maintain a database on nursing workforce needs, including
current data and future projections;

(3) Routinely convene representatives of nursing professionals, healthcare
professional organizations, business and industry leaders, and other stakeholders to
solicit:

(A) Reviews and comments on data analysis provided by the center;
and

(B) Recommendations for systematic changes and strategies to
implement the recommended changes; and

(4) Enhance and promote activities for nurses in this state to be recognized,
rewarded, and renewed.

(c)(1) The center may utilize an annual survey to collect nursing workforce data from
healthcare facilities licensed under title 68, facilities licensed under title 33, and the
Tennessee higher education commission.

(2) Data collection under this subsection (¢) may include employment and
turnover rates, successful recruitment and retention practices, and future projections.

(3) The center may publish data collected under this subsection (c) in
aggregate form, but must not publish or release data that is otherwise confidential
under state or federal law.
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(d) The center may collect data from the board of nursing that informs the work of the
center, including, but not limited to, the number of current licensees and future projections of
licensees.

(e) The center shall submit an annual report of the center's statewide plan to the
governor, the speaker of the house of representatives, and the speaker of the senate by July
1 of each year, beginning July 1, 2023.

(f) This section is repealed on July 1, 2028.
SECTION 2. The headings in this act are for reference purposes only and do not constitute a
part of the law enacted by this act. However, the Tennessee Code Commission is requested to

include the headings in any compilation or publication containing this act.

SECTION 3. This act takes effect July 1, 2022, the public welfare requiring it.
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