SENATE BILL 1509
By Bell

HOUSE BILL 1443

By Durham

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Section
69-6-142, relative to watershed districts.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:
SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 69-6-142, is amended by deleting the
section in its entirety and by substituting instead the following language:

(a) The board of directors of each district shall cause an annual financial review
of the district’s receipts, disbursements, and balances to be made of the books and
records of the district. The department of agriculture shall be responsible for
determining that the annual financial reviews are made in accordance with procedures
prescribed by the department of agriculture.

(b) The annual financial reviews shall be made by representatives appointed by
the district’s board of directors. If the governing body of the district fails or refuses to
have the annual financial review made, then the department of agriculture may appoint a
certified public accountant, or direct its department to make the annual financial review,
the cost of such review to be paid by the district.

(c) The comptroller of the treasury may require an audit or investigation of a
district if the comptroller believes it is necessary to ascertain or correct errors,
irregularities, or defaults in the management and disbursement of funds controlled by the
district, to be conducted by the department of audit or a certified public accountant
approved by the comptroller; provided, that the comptroller or certified public accountant

may also charge the district for such an audit.
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(d) Each district shall prepare and submit a report regarding the annual financial
review of its business affairs and transactions to the department of agriculture, the state
soil conservation committee, and the comptroller of the treasury.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring
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