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PUBLIC CHAPTER NO.70

SENATE BILL NO.785

By Johnson, Massey

Substituted for: House Bill No. 929

By Lamberth, Gant, Marsh

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 55, Chapter 4, Part1, relative to department of
revenue authority to issue, suspend, or revoke a registration, permit, plate, or certificate of
certain motor carriers.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 55, Chapter 4, Parl 1, is amended by adding
the following language as a new, appropriately designated section:

(aXl) The department or its agent is authorized to refuse to issue or transfer a
registration, license plate, permit, or a certificate of title on a vehicle that has been
assigned to a motor carrier that has been prohibited from operating by the federal
motor carrier safety administration; provided, that the department or its agent may
allow a motor carrier that has been prohibited from operating by the federal motor
carrier safety administration to transfer a title if the motor carrier does not retain an
interest, either directly or indirectly, in the vehicle.

(2) The department or its agent is authorized to suspend or revoke the
registration, license plate, permit, or certificate of title issued to any vehicle assigned
to a motor carrier that has been prohibited from operating by the federal motor carrier
safety administration.

(b) The department shall deny registration for a vehicle assigned to a motor carrier
that has been prohibited from operating by the federal motor carrier safety administration for
safety reasons or a carrier whose business is operated, managed, or othenruise controlled by
or affiliated with a person who is ineligible for registration, including an applicant, owner,
corporate officer, or shareholder of the carrier or a relative of any such persons. For
purposes of this section, "relative" means husband, wife, son, daughter, brother, sister,
father, mother, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, or
daughter-in-law.

(c) lf a prohibition from operating by the federal motor carrier safety administration is
rescinded, the department or its agent may issue a registration, license plate, permit, or
certificate of title to the motor carrier, provided that all other taxes and fees have been paid to
the department.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect October 1,2019, the public welfare requiring it
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