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PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 373 

HOUSE BILL NO. 163 

By Representatives Butler, Brock Martin, Capley, Barrett, Mr. Speaker Sexton, Raper, 
White, Hale, Greg Martin, Slater, Keisling, Davis, Bulso, McCalmon, Carringer, Littleton, 
Helton-Haynes, Sherrell, Bricken, Russell, Leatherwood, Howell, Williams, Rudder, 
Haston, Moody, Alexander, Tim Hicks, Eldridge 

Substituted for: Senate Bill No. 535 

By Senators Haile, Crowe, Lowe, Massey, Reeves, White, Rose 

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 36, Chapter 1; Title 37, Chapter 5 
and Title 68, Chapter 11, relative to children. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE: 

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 36-1-102(1)(A)(i), is amended by 
deleting subdivision (1 )(A)(i) and substituting: 

(i) 

(a) If the child is four (4) years of age or more, for a period of four (4) 
consecutive months immediately preceding the filing of a proceeding, pleading, 
petition, or amended petition to terminate the parental rights of the parent or 
parents or the guardian or guardians of the child who is the subject of the petition 
for termination of parental rights or adoption, the parent or parents or the 
guardian or guardians either have failed to visit or have failed to support or have 
failed to make reasonable payments toward the support of the child; 

(b) If the child is less than four (4) years of age, for a period of three (3) 
consecutive months immediately preceding the filing of a proceeding, pleading, 
petition, or amended petition to terminate the parental rights of the parent or 
parents or the guardian or guardians of the child who is the subject of the petition 
for termination of parental rights or adoption, the parent or parents or the 
guardian or guardians either have failed to visit or have failed to support or have 
failed to make reasonable payments toward the support of the child; 

SECTION 2. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 36-1-102(1)(0), is amended by 
deleting "for a period of four (4) consecutive months" and substituting "for the applicable time 
period" and by deleting "four-month" and substituting "time". 

SECTION 3. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 36-1-102(1)(E), is amended by 
deleting "for a period of four (4) consecutive months" and substituting "for the applicable time 
period" and by deleting "four-month" and substituting "time". 

SECTION 4. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 36-1-102(1 )(A)(iv), is amended by 
deleting "four (4) consecutive months immediately preceding the filing of the action" and 
substituting "four (4) consecutive months immediately preceding the filing of the action if the 
child is four (4) years of age or more or three (3) consecutive months immediately preceding the 
filing of the action if the child is less than four (4) years of age". 

SECTION 5. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 36-1-102, is amended by deleting 
subdivision (1 )(A)(iv)(a) and substituting: 

(a) 

(1) Failed to visit, has failed to support, or has failed to make reasonable 
payments toward the support of the child for four (4) consecutive months 
immediately preceding the parent's or guardian's incarceration if the child is four 
(4) years of age or more; or 
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(2) Failed to visit, has failed to support, or has failed to make reasonable 
payments toward the support of the child for three (3) consecutive months 
immediately preceding the parent's or guardian's incarceration if the child is less 
than four (4) years of age; 

SECTION 6. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 36-1-102, is amended by deleting 
subdivision (1 )(A)(iv)(bJ and substituting: 

(b) 

(1) Failed to visit, has failed to support, or has failed to make reasonable 
payments toward the support of the child during an aggregation of the first one 
hundred twenty (120) days of nonincarceration immediately preceding the filing 
of the action if the child is four (4) years of age or more; or 

(2) Failed to visit, has failed to support, or has failed to make reasonable 
payments toward the support of the child during an aggregation of the first ninety 
(90) days of nonincarceration immediately preceding the filing of the action if the 
child is less than four (4) years of age; or 

SECTION 7. This act takes effect July 1, 2023, the public welfare requiring it. 
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CAMER~EXTON,SPEAKER 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

RANDY MCNA\.L Y 
SPEAKER OF THE SENATE 
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