
AN ACT

ENTITLED, An Act to create an exception to the minimum difference in age between adoptive

parent and child and to declare an emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

Section 1. That § 25-6-2 be amended to read:

25-6-2. Any minor child may be adopted by any adult person. However, the person adopting the

child shall be at least ten years older than the child adopted unless the court finds the adoption of the

child by the adult person in the best interest of the child.

In an adoption proceeding or in any proceeding that challenges an order of adoption or order

terminating parental rights, the court shall give due consideration to the interests of the parties to the

proceedings, but shall give paramount consideration to the best interests of the child.

Section 2. Whereas, this Act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace,

health, or safety, an emergency is hereby declared to exist, and this Act shall be in full force and

effect from and after its passage and approval.
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