AN ACT

ENTITLED, An Act to provide for a random sampling of hominating petition signatures for

statewide offices.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

Section 1. That chapter 12-1 beamended by adding thereto aNEW SECTION to read asfollows:

The secretary of state shall examine each nominating petition for statewide office upon being
received by the Office of Secretary of State. No signature of a person may be counted by the
secretary of state unlessthe person isaregistered voter in the county indicated on the signature line
and has complied with the laws and rules concerning petitions. No signature of a person may be
counted if the information required on the petition form is not complete.

Section 2. That chapter 12-1 be amended by adding thereto aNEW SECTION to read asfollows:

The secretary of state shall verify the signatures received pursuant to section 1 of this Act by
random sampling. The random sample of signatures to be verified shall be drawn so that each
signature received by the secretary of state is given an equal opportunity to be included in the
sample. The secretary of state shall calcul ate the number of valid signatures by multiplying the total
number of signaturesreceived by the percentage of successfully verified signaturesfromtherandom
sample. The secretary of state shall promulgate rules, pursuant to chapter 1-26, establishing the
methodology for conducting the random sample. The random sampling shall be an examination of
five percent of the signatures received.

Section 3. That chapter 12-1 beamended by adding theretoaNEW SECTION to read asfollows:

If the random sample required by section 2 of this Act indicates that a sufficient number of
gualified el ectors have signed the nominating petition for statewide office, the secretary of state shall
certify that the nominating petition for statewide office has been signed by the required number of

qualified electorsand shall placethe candidate’ snameonthe next primary or general election ballot,
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as the case may be.

If the random sampl e indicates that an insufficient number of qualified electors have signed the
nominating petition for statewide office, the secretary of state shall certify that the nominating
petition for statewide office has not been signed by the required number of qualified electors and
may not place the candidate’ s name on the next primary or general election ballot, as the case may
be.

The secretary of state shall, within five days of certifying, notify the candidate of the secretary
of state's action pursuant to this section.

Section 4. That chapter 12-1 be amended by adding theretoaNEW SECTION to read asfollows:

Nothing in this Act prohibits any person from challenging in circuit court the validity of

signatures or other information required on anominating petition for statewide office by law or rule.
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