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Introduced by: Senators Curd, Cronin, Kennedy, Langer, Maher, Peters, Rusch, Sohalt,
Stalzer, Tidemann, and White and Representatives Hunhoff, Barthel,
Bartling, Brunner, Carson, Chase, Glanzer, Hawley, Heinemann, Jensen
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1 FORANACT ENTITLED, An Act to provide for the payment of claims for covered services

N

provided by a health care provider viatelemedicine or tel ehealth.

3 BEIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

4 Section 1. That chapter 58-17 be amended by adding aNEW SECTION to read:

5 Terms used in this Act mean:

6 (1) "Headlth care professional," as defined in § 58-17F-1;

7 (2) "Hedthinsurer," asdefined in § 58-17F-100;

8 (3 "Teemedicine," the delivery of clinical health care services by means of rea time

9 two-way el ectronic audio visual communications, including theapplication of secure
10 video conferencing or store and forward transfer technology to provide or support
11 health care delivery, which facilitates the assessment, diagnosis, consultation,
12 treatment, education, care management, and self-management of a patient's health
13 care while the patient is at an originating site and the health care provider is at a
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distant site;

(4) "Telehedth,” deivering hedth care services by means of information and
communications technologies consisting of telephones, remote patient monitoring
devices or other electronic means that facilitate the assessment, diagnosis,
consultation, treatment, education, care management, and self-management of a
patient's health care while the patient is at the originating site and the health care
provider is at the distant site;

(5 "Storeandforwardtransfer,” thetransmission of apatient'smedical informationfrom
an originating site to the provider at the distant site without the patient being present;

(6) "Distant site," asiteat which ahealth care provider islocated while providing health
care services by means of telemedicine or telehealth;

(7) "Originating site," asite at which apatient islocated at the time health care services
are provided to the patient by means of telemedicine or telehealth.

Section 2. That chapter 58-17 be amended by adding aNEW SECTION to read:

No healthinsurer may exclude aservicefor coverage solely becausethe serviceisprovided
through telemedicine services and is not provided through in-person consultation or contact
between a health care professional and a patient for services appropriately provided through
telemedicine services.

Section 3. That chapter 58-17 be amended by adding aNEW SECTION to read:

A healthinsurer shall reimbursethetreating health care professional or the consulting health
care professional for the diagnosis, consultation, or treatment of the insured delivered through
telemedicine-provided services on the same basis that the health insurer is responsible for
coverage for the provision of the same service through in-person consultation or contact.

Payment for telemedi cineinteractions shall include reasonable compensation to the originating
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site for the cost incurred during the delivery of health care services.

Section 4. That chapter 58-17 be amended by adding aNEW SECTION to read:

A healthinsurer may offer ahealth plan containing adeductible, copayment, or coinsurance
requirement for health care service provided through telemedicine-provided services, if the
deductible, copayment, or coinsurance does not exceed the deductible, copayment, or
coinsurance applicable if the same services were provided through in-person diagnosis,
consultation, or treatment.

Section 5. That chapter 58-17 be amended by adding aNEW SECTION to read:

No health insurer may impose any annual or lifetime dollar maximum on coverage for
telemedicine-provided services other than an annual or lifetime dollar maximum that applies
in the aggregate to al items and services covered under the policy, or impose upon any person
receiving benefits pursuant to this Act any copayment, coinsurance, or deductible amounts, or
any policy year, calendar year, lifetime, or other durational benefit limitation or maximum for
benefits or services that is not equally imposed upon all terms and services covered under the
policy, contract, or plan.

Section 6. That chapter 58-17 be amended by adding aNEW SECTION to read:

The requirements of this Act apply to any individual or group health insurance policy,
contract, certificate, or plan delivered, issued for delivery, or renewed in South Dakota on or

after July 1, 2018.



