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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION, Expressing concern at the ruling by the United States1

Supreme Court in the case of Citizens United v. Federal Elections Commission and to2

request a constitutional amendment to reverse the decision.3

WHEREAS, on January 21, 2010, the United States Supreme Court, by a 5-4 decision in the4

case of Citizens United v. Federal Elections Commission, overturned parts of the 20025

McCain-Feingold Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act, as well as earlier Supreme Court decisions6

and other federal campaign legislation dating back to 1907; and7

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court's decision in Citizens United v. Federal Elections8

Commission will allow millions of dollars in corporate spending on political campaigns on the9

basis of protecting the free speech of corporations under the First Amendment; and10

WHEREAS, the Court's ruling holds that corporations and other business organizations are11

guaranteed the rights of persons under the United States Constitution and can exercise free12

speech by maintaining their own unlimited political campaigns outside of the reach of13

government regulation that limits campaign contributions; and14

WHEREAS, the First Amendment to the United States Constitution was designed to protect15
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the free speech rights of people, not corporations; and1

WHEREAS, the Court's ruling in Citizens United v. Federal Elections Commission grants2

excessive power to corporate interests and overturns longstanding precedent prohibiting3

corporations from spending their general treasury funds for election purposes; and4

WHEREAS, the Court's ruling in this case will allow unprecedented amounts of corporate5

money to influence the American political process, which constitutes a direct threat to our6

democratic institutions; and7

WHEREAS, the Congress, the states, and the people of the United States have the ability8

and the right to make use of the constitutional amendment process to correct decisions of the9

Supreme Court that threaten the principles of democracy and self-government or the well-being10

of the nation:11

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the House of Representatives of the Eighty-12

fifth Legislature of the State of South Dakota, the Senate concurring therein, that the South13

Dakota Legislature calls upon the Congress and the States to propose and to ratify a14

constitutional amendment that would reverse the Supreme Court's decision in the case of15

Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission in order to protect our democracy from undue16

corporate influence and ensure that the people continue to have a voice in the operation of17

government.18


