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FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to establish a cause of action for wrongful human1

trafficking.2

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:3

Section 1. A victim of human trafficking pursuant to chapter 22-49, or any federal human4

trafficking offense, may bring a civil cause of action for wrongful human trafficking against the5

person who committed the offense for actual and compensatory damages, punitive damages,6

treble damages, exemplary damages, injunctive relief, and any other appropriate civil relief.7

In a civil action filed pursuant to this Act, the court shall award a prevailing victim8

reasonable attorney's fees and court costs.9

The court may not use contributory negligence to reduce or reapportion the damages10

awarded to the victim pursuant to this Act.11

An award pursuant to this Act is not subject to the homestead exemption provided pursuant12
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to § 43-45-3.1

Section 2. A cause of action filed pursuant to section 1 of this Act must be filed no later than2

ten years after the later of the date when the victim:3

(1) Is freed from the human trafficking situation; or4

(2) Attains eighteen years of age.5

Section 3. Nothing in this Act precludes any other remedy available to the victim under6

federal law or the laws of this state.7


