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FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to prohibit campaign contributions to candidates for the1

Public Utilities Commission by certain persons or entities associated with regulated entities.2

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:3

Section 1. Terms used in this Act mean:4

(1) "Affiliated entity,":5

(a) Any subsidiary of a company or other entity over which the Public Utilities6

Commission has supervision;7

(b) Any member of the same unitary business group; or8

(c) Any organization recognized by the United States Internal Revenue Service9

as a tax exempt organization described in Section 501(c) of the Internal10

Revenue Code of 1986 established by the company or other entity, any11

affiliated entity of the company or other entity, or any affiliated person of the12

company or other entity;13
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(2) "Affiliated person,":1

(a) Any person with any ownership interest or distributive share in excess of ten2

percent of a company or other entity over which the Public Utilities3

Commission has supervision;4

(b) Any executive employee of the company or other entity; and5

(c) The spouse and minor children of any affiliated person;6

(3) "Executive employee," the president, chair, chief executive officer, or other employee7

with executive decision-making authority over the long-term and day-to-day affairs8

of the entity employing the employee.9

Section 2. No company or other entity over which the Public Utilities Commission has10

supervision nor any affiliated entity or affiliated person of such company or entity, may make11

any contribution to any political committee established to promote the candidacy of any person12

for the office of public utilities commissioner. A violation of this section is a Class 113

misdemeanor.14

Section 3. Any political committee that has received a contribution in violation of this Act15

shall pay an amount equal to the value of the contribution to the state within thirty days after16

notification. Payments received by the state pursuant to this section shall be deposited into the17

state general fund. A violation of this section is a Class 1 misdemeanor.18

Section 4. Any company or other entity that is under the supervision of the Public Utilities19

Commission shall register with the secretary of state. A company or other entity required to20

register under this section has a continuing duty to ensure that the registration is accurate during21

the period specified in rules promulgated by the State Board of Elections pursuant to chapter 1-22

26. Any change in information, including changes of affiliated entities or affiliated persons,23

shall be reported to the secretary of state in accordance with the rules. A registration, and any24
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changes to a registration, shall include the company's or entity's verification of accuracy and1

subjects the company or entity to the penalties of the laws of this state for perjury.2

Section 5. Any company or other entity required to register under this Act shall provide a3

copy of the registration certificate within ten days after registration, to each affiliated entity or4

affiliated person whose identity is required to be disclosed. Failure to provide such notice to an5

affiliated entity or affiliated person is a Class 1 misdemeanor. Any affiliated entity or affiliated6

person of a business entity required to register under this Act shall notify any political7

committee to which it makes a contribution that it is affiliated with a business entity registered8

pursuant to this Act. Failure by an affiliated entity or affiliated person to provide such notice to9

a political action committee is a Class 1 misdemeanor.10

Section 6. The State Board of Elections shall promulgate rules pursuant to chapter 1-26 to11

govern the registration of business entities pursuant to this Act. The rules shall include:12

(1) Deadlines, time periods, and information requirements for registration of companies13

an other entities and requirements for reporting changes in registration information.14

Registration information shall include:15

(a) The name and address of the company or other entity;16

(b) The name and address of any affiliated entity, including a description of the17

affiliation; and18

(c) The name and address of any affiliated person, including a description of the19

affiliation;20

(2) Procedures, forms, and requirements for registration;21

(3) Requirements for verifying and documenting registration;22

(4) Provisions for registration by electronic means.23

Section 7. The provisions of this Act shall be administered by the Office of the Secretary of24
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State which shall also supply any necessary staff support services. The Department of1

Legislative Audit shall supply any necessary investigatory or auditing services on request and2

the Office of the Attorney General shall prosecute any violations of this Act.3


