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393720634
HouseE BILL No. 1142

Introduced by: Representatives Brunner, DiSanto, and Turbiville and Senators Tidemann,
Monroe, and Peters

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to revise the publication requirementsfor certain counties,
municipalities, and school districts.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:
Section 1. That the code be amended by adding aNEW SECTION to read:
Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter 17-2, any county, municipality, or school district

may determine the newspaper circulation for any newspaper eligible to serve as a lega
newspaper by dividing the sum of the twelve-month average total paid circulation, as annually
reported to the secretary of state, less the number of copies returned from vendors, copies
undistributed, and electronic subscriptions, by the population of the county of jurisdiction
according to the most recent census.

Any municipality served by a newspaper that daily delivers a newspaper to individual
addresses may also subtract the number of paid mailed subscriptions. Any municipality or
school district located in more than one county may select anewspaper that the governing body
determines to serve the most people within the jurisdiction. Any school district may use the

mailing address of the school business office to determine the appropriate census data that the
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school district may use for purposes of this Act.

Section 2. That the code be amended by adding aNEW SECTION to read:

Any county, municipality, or school district with less than forty percent of the population
served by an eligible legal newspaper, as determined by section 1 of this Act, may annually
designatean official internet website. The governing body shall notify the Bureau of Information
and Telecommunications of the designation. The bureau shall maintain alisting of each website
designated and provide a link to each official website on the website maintained by the state
pursuant to 8§ 1-27-45.

Section 3. That the code be amended by adding aNEW SECTION to read:

If acounty, municipality, or school district designates an official internet website pursuant
tothisAct, there shall be at least onelibrary or other location within itsjurisdiction that is open
at no cost to the public with internet accessto the official website.

Section 4. That the code be amended by adding aNEW SECTION to read:

If the publication of any notice, minutes, bid, document, or other informationisrequired by
law, any county, municipality, or school district that has designated an official internet website
pursuant to this Act, may in addition to the publication, or in lieu of the publication, post the
information to theofficial website. If posted to the official website, theinformation shall remain
posted and visible to the public for the amount of time the information isrequired to be kept as
provided by the applicabl e records management program established pursuant to chapter 1-27.

Section 5. That the code be amended by adding aNEW SECTION to read:

If any county, municipality, or school district substitutes publication by posting to the
official website pursuant to this Act, the governing body shall:

() Maintain and keep, for the same amount of time as provided by the applicable

records management program established pursuant to chapter 1-27, adigital or paper
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copy of the internet posting along with a statement, under oath, setting the dates of
the posting;

(2)  Publish in the officia newspaper, at least twice per year with no less than four
months between publications, a notice specifying where any notice, minutes, bid,
document, or other information may be found and alternative methods by which the
information may be obtained; and

(3  Allow residents of the county, municipality, or school district to request that a copy
of the required information be provided to the resident by mail or electronic
communication. The governing body shall also allow residentsto register to receive
copies of the information on an ongoing basis by mail or electronic communication.
The copies shall be provided at the expense of the governing body.

Section 6. That the code be amended by adding aNEW SECTION to read:

Each county, municipality, or school district shall provide acopy of each document required

to be published by law to the official newspaper and shall make the document available for

public inspection at its business office.



