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24.139.21 99th Legislative Session 1081

2024 South Dakota Legislature
House Bill 1081

Introduced by: Representative Heermann

An Act to establish provisions related to the reimbursement of doula services

through the state Medicaid program.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

Section 1. That chapter 28-6 be amended with a NEW SECTION:

The Department of Social Services shall reimburse services provided by a doula

registered under section 4 of this Act, to a medical assistance recipient under this chapter.

1)

For purposes of this Act, the term "doula" means an individual who:

Is certified by an organization listed in section 4 of this Act or an organization

(2)

approved by the department; and

Provides educational, emotional, and physical support services to a woman during

her prenatal, labor and delivery, or postpartum period.

Section 2. That chapter 28-6 be amended with a NEW SECTION:

The Department of Social Services shall, in accordance with § 28-6-1.1, establish

a fee schedule for services provided by a doula. The fee schedule must provide for the

following reimbursements:

1)

At least one hundred fifty dollars for the first prenatal visit;

(2)

At least fifty dollars for each additional prenatal visit;

(3)

At least six hundred dollars for services provided at labor and delivery; and

(4)

At least fifty dollars for each postpartum visit.

The department may not reimburse a doula for more than a total of six prenatal

and postpartum visits per pregnancy. The department may only reimburse services

provided at labor and delivery if the services were provided at a hospital or birth center,

licensed under chapter 34-12.

The department may not reimburse a doula for more than one thousand dollars

per pregnancy.

Underscores indicate new language.
f indicate deleted language.
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1 Section 3. That chapter 28-6 be amended with a NEW SECTION:

The Department of Social Services shall promulgate rules, in accordance with

3 chapter 1-26, to establish administrative requirements necessary for reimbursement.
4  Section 4. That a NEW SECTION be added to chapter 28-6:
5 The Department of Social Services shall establish and maintain a registry of doulas
6 eligible for reimbursement under this Act.
7 To be registered as a doula, an individual must:
8 (1) Be eighteen years or older;
9 (2) Apply on a form prescribed by the department;
10 (3) Pay the application fee;
11 (4) Provide proof of certification as a doula from:
12 (a) The Association of Labor Assistants and Childbirth Educators;
13 (b) The Childbirth and Postpartum Professional Association;
14 (c) Childbirth International;
15 (d) Childbirth Professionals International;
16 (e) DONA International;
17 (f) International Childbirth Education Association; or
18 (g) A doula certification organization approved by the department; and
19 (5) Affirm that the individual has not been convicted of or plead nolo contendere to a
20 felony.
21 Upon receipt of an application, the department shall verify the individual's
22 certification. If the department determines that the individual does not meet the
23 requirements of this section, the department must deny the application.
24 The department shall notify the individual if the application for registration is
25 approved or denied.

26  Section 5. That a NEW SECTION be added to chapter 28-6:

27 The Department of Social Services may, in rules promulgated pursuant to chapter
28 1-26, approve a doula certification organization, not listed in section 4 of this Act, from
29 which certification as a doula is accepted for registration.

30 The department may only approve a doula certification organization that:

31 (1) Requires an applicant for certification to complete a training course, consisting of

32 at least sixteen hours of instruction, that addresses the following areas:
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(@) Standards and ethics of the doula profession;

(b) Pregnancy, labor, and the childbirth process;

(c) Labor support techniques;

(d) Postpartum care and breastfeeding;

(e) Infant care; and

() Medications and interventions;

(2) Requires an applicant for certification to attend and provide support during at least

two births; and

(3) Requires a doula certified by the organization to renew the certification at least

every four years.

Section 6. That a NEW SECTION be added to chapter 28-6:

If a person registered as a doula by the Department of Social Services is no longer

certified by an organization listed in section 4 of this Act or an organization approved by

the department, or if the person has been convicted of or has plead nolo contendere to a

felony, the individual must notify the department within ten business days. Upon receiving

notice, the department must remove the person from the registry.

If the department determines that a person no longer meets the requirements for

registration as set forth in section 4 of this Act, the department must remove the person

from the registry.

Section 7. That a NEW SECTION be added to chapter 28-6:

A doula registered by the Department of Social Services shall notify the

department, within ten business days, of any change in name or address.

Section 8. That a NEW SECTION be added to chapter 28-6:

The Department of Social Services shall promulgate rules, pursuant to chapter 1-

26, to:

(1) Prescribe the registry application form;

(2) Establish the reqgistry application fee, not to exceed one hundred dollars; and

(3) Establish acceptable forms of verifying certification as doula.
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