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2011 -- S0539

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2011

AN ACT

RELATING TO HUMAN SERVICES - SUPPORT OF HOMELESS

Introduced By: Senators DeVall, Tassoni, P Fogarty, Pichardo, and Crowley

Date Introduced: March 10, 2011

Referred To: Senate Housing & Municipa Government

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:
SECTION 1. Sections 40-17-1, 40-17-2, 40-17-3, 40-17-4 and 40-17-5 of the General
Laws in Chapter 40-17 entitled " Support of Homeless" are hereby amended to read as follows:

40-17-1. Legidative findings. -- {a8) The genera assembly hereby finds that there exists

in this state undetermined numbers of homeless persons, many of whom suffer from chronic
mental illness and disability, and that this condition exists among families and among individuas
of al age groups without regard to ethnic or racial heritage or sex. The existence of this condition
is declared to be detrimental b the hedth, safety, and welfare of the homeless individuals

themsealves and to the state.

(a) Thereis hereby created a permanent council to be called the "Interagency Council on
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Homelessness' consisting of fifteen (15) members and one ex-officio member:

(1) One of whom shall be the director of the department of administration, or his or her

designee, who shall chair the Interagency Council on Homelessness;

(2) One of whom shall be the chair of the housing resources commission, or his or her

designee;

(3) One of whom shall be the director of the department of human services, or his or her

designee;

(4) One of whom shall be the director of the department of health, or his or her designee;

(5) One of whom shall be the director of the department of children, youth, and families,

or hisor her designeg;

(6) One of whom shall be the director of elderly affairs, or his or her designee;

(7) One of whom shall be the director of behaviora healthcare, developmental disabilities

and hospitals, or his or her designee;

(8) One of whom shall be director of the department of labor and training, or his or her

designee;

(9) One of whom shall be the director of the department of corrections, or his or her

designee;

(10) One of whom shal be the commissioner of the department of elementary or

secondary education, or his or her designee;

(11) One of whom shal be the director of the Rhode Isand housing and mortgage

finance corporation, or his or her designee;

(12) One of whom shall be the chief of the office of housing and community

development, or his or her designee;

(13) One of whom shall be the director of emergency management agency, or his or her

designee;

(14) One of whom shall be arepresentative from the Rhode |dland division/department of

veterans affairs or his or her designee;

(15) One of whom shall be the public defender, or his or her designee; and

(16) One of whom shall be an ex-officio member who shall be the chair, or his or her

designee, of the Interagency Council on Homelessness Advisory Council as described in this

chapter herein.

(b) Forthwith upon the effective date of this chapter, the members of the commission

shall meet at the call of the chair and organize. Vacancies in the commission shall befilled in like

manner as the origina appointment.
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(c) The membership of the council shall receive no compensation for their services, but

shall be allowed their travel and necessary expenses. The commission may engage such clerical,

technical, and other assistance as it may deem necessary, and spend such other funds as is

necessary to accomplish its purpose.

(d) The department of administration is hereby directed to provide suitable quarters and

staff for the commission.

(e) All departments and agencies of the state shall furnish such advice and information,

documentary, and otherwise to the commission and its agents as is deemed necessary or desirable

by the commission to facilitate the purposes of this chapter.

40-17-3. Program-established-Duties and responsibilities of council. - Fhereishereby

The duties and responsibilities of the Council shall be:

(1) To develop a strategic plan to end homel essness aligned with the federal strategic plan

to end homelessness that will serve to reduce the number of homeless individuals and familiesin

Rhode Idand;

(2) To coordinate services for the homeless among state agencies and instrumentalities,

community based organizations, faith-based organizations, volunteer organizations, advocacy

groups and businesses;

(3) To coordinate services not specificaly for the homeless, but from which the homel ess

may benefit, among state agencies and instrumentalities, community based organizations, faith-

based organizations, volunteer organizations, advocacy groups and businesses; and

(4) To identify and seek to remedy gaps in services, specifically in the area of making

provisions for the availability, use and permanent funding stream for permanent supportive

housing.
40-17-4. Designation—of —ageney—Meeting and reporting requirements. — Fhe
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M eeting and reporting reguirements are as follows:

(1) The council shall meet regularly;

(2) The council shall provide the strategic plan and specific recommendations to prevent

and end homelessness to the governor, senate president, speaker of the house, the senate

committee on housing and municipa government and the house corporations committee by

October 1, 2011,

(3) The council shall provide a report on funding available during calendar year 2011 for

sarvices, facilities, programs or otherwise for people who are homeless. Said report shall be

provided to the senate president, speaker of the house, senate fisca advisor and house fiscal

advisor by January 31, 2012.

(4) The council shall report annually to the governor and the general assembly, no later

than March of each year, on the progress made in achieving the goals and objectives set forth in

the strategic plan, on the current number of homeless individuals, families, and children and any

other pertinent information.

40-17-5. Commission-established Advisory council established. - (&} Fhereis-hereby
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(a) There is hereby created a permanent advisory council to the Interagency Council on

Homelessness consisting of advocates, service providers, a current or former member of the

homel ess community, as well as representatives specifically affiliated with youth homel essness to

be appointed by the governor. The chair shall be elected by a majority of the members.

(b) The purpose of the council isto inform the Interagency Council on Homelessness on

the current status and issues facing the homel ess throughout Rhode |9 and.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon passage.



EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO HUMAN SERVICES - SUPPORT OF HOMELESS

*k*

This act would establish a permanent council known as the "Interagency Council on
Homelessness' to study and apply solutions for ending homelessness in the state.

This act would take effect upon passage.



