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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2013

AN ACT

IN AMENDMENT OF AN ACT PASSED AT THE JANUARY SESSIDA.D. 1942
ENTITLED "AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE WESTERN COVENTRFIRE DISTRICT"

Introduced By:Senators Kettle, and Raptakis

Date IntroducedJanuary 24, 2013

Referred ToSenate Housing & Municipal Government

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:

SECTION 1. An Act Passed at the January Session Ada2 entitled “An Act to
Incorporate the Western Coventry Fire District” fidsn time to time amended, is hereby further
amended to read as follows:

Section 1. All that part of the Town of Coventyynig west of the following boundary is
hereby incorporated into distriet District to be called "Western Coventry Fire District." idca
boundary line is as follows:

Commencing at a point on the Coventry-West Greemwagvn line six hundred (600)
feet easterly from the intersection of said towrelwith Weaver Hill Road, so-called; thence
running in a general northerly direction in a liwmhich at all times is six hundred (600) feet
easterly from and parallel with said Weaver Hilladao Harkney Hill Road, so-called; thence
continuing in a general northerly direction in aeliwhich at all times is six hundred (600) feet
easterly from and parallel with the highway, howesaled, which leads from the intersection of
said Weaver Hill Road and said Harkney Hill RoadRtwde Island state highway Route No. 117
as shown on the road map of the State of Rhodedstsued by the Department of Public Works
in 1941, to a point six hundred (600) feet southédm said route No. 117; thence turning and
running in a general northeasterly direction ifna | which at all times is six hundred (600) feet
easterly from the point where County Road or HamRwe&d, whichever called, if extended,

would intersect this boundary line; thence turnémgl running northerly in a line which at all
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times is six hundred (600) feet easterly from aadalpel with said County or Hammet Road so
extended, and said County to a point on the Pdtteear Maple Valley Road, so-called, which
point is 900 feet, more or less, easterly from Rlotterville or Maple Valley School, so-called;
thence continuing in a general northerly direciio@a line which at all times is six hundred (600)
feet easterly from and parallel with the NipmucilTrso-called; to the Scituate Coventry town
line.

Saiddistriet District may have a common seal, sue and be sued, and &hjtye other
powers generally incident to corporation.

Section 2. Every resident of sadéstriet District, who, at the timese they offers offer
himselfthemselfto vote at a meeting of sasé+perdion Corporation would be entitled to vote at

a financial town meeting d@he saidtewn Town of Coventnyif it were then being held, shall have

a right to vote at said meeting of t Corporation Every person qualified to vote as

aforesaid shall vote in person.

Section 3. Fho—sbrooins—eronid e dietae ol Do belebyathln cbabe dove ooy

of Coventry shall- determin@ he anndalAnnual meetingMeeting of said-firethe district District

for the election obfficers District Officials and Board of Directorand the transaction of any

other business o$aid—fire the district District shall be held on the first Monday of April

commencing—n-243-and-annually-thereafterTwenty gualified Qualified veters Voters shall

constitute a quorum for the transaction of busirsfise Annual orany SpecialmeetingMeeting

of the said-cerporatioiCorporation

Section 4.The Western Coventry Fire District shall be goverbg a Board of Directors,

consisting of five (5) Qualified Voters who sha#l blected at an Annual Meeting of the District

and shall serve for a term of three (3) years. t€hms of such Directors shall be staggered. The

Board of Directors shall have the authority angdoesibility of:

4.1 Presenting the annual budget for the Disttieeah Annual Meeting.

4.2 Establishing the annual property tax rate.

4.3 Establishing By-Laws, rules and requlations tfeg operation and conduct of the

District and ensuring compliance with these andagplicable State and Federal rules and

regulations.

4.4 Ensuring that the Department establishes rautelsregulations for the operation and

conduct of the Department and ensuring that thef@haintains compliance therewith.

4.5 Establishing procedures for filling vacancigstbe Board of Directors and District

Officials that occur between Annual Meetings whiaintaining the staggered terms.
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4.6 Selecting and appointing the Chief of the Depent. Said-gualifiesvetersat-each

Section 5. At a District Annual Meetingaid said Qualified Voters may elect District

officers Officials to serve for three (3) years. Said District Offlsiso to be elected shall consist

of a meoderator Moderator elerk Clerk, treasurer Treasurer and a tax Tax colecter
Collectorassesser-of-taxgwhose duties and powers in sdidtrict District shall be such as like

officers of towns in this state have in their redppe townsand as defined by the District By-

Section5 6. SpecialmeetingsMeetings of said-fire the district District may be held

which, as-wellaswith the arrualAnnual meetingMeeting of said-firethe distriet District, shall

be warned in such manner #s said—corporationCorporation shalbebylaws By-Laws

prescrbed prescribe; and it shall be the duty of tHerk Clerk of said-firethe district District to

call aspecialSpecialmeetingMeetingupon written application signed by twenty of tDealified
Voterstaxpayerof the said-firedistrict District entitled to vote in any regular meetingsafic-fire

the distriet District but no matter shall be acted uponsatd-fire the Specialdistriet District

Meetingunless mention be made thereof in the warraneddgar the call of said meetinghe

Special Meeting must be held within thirty (30) dajf receipt of the written application.

Sectioné 7. Said-fire The district District may raise money by tax on the real estate and
tangible personal property with#aid-firethe district Bistriet, for the purchasing and procuring of

implements and apparatus for the extinguishmentire§, for the providing of Emergency

Medical Services and related District operating emges for-the—purposest-intreducing—and

In addition, the money may Wer the purchase of langithin-or-eoutside-of-said-fire-distriand

the erection of buildingsfor the use oaid-firethe district District—en-any-such-landfor-the

payment—for-ervices—orand such other vitally necessary services as taalified Voters

taxpayeramay determine at a duly called meeting; providemyever, that the tax assessed and
payable in any one twelve-month period under thavipions of this section shall not exceed
eighty cents on each hundred dollars of the valnadis fixed in accordance with the provisions
of Section#8 of this act.

Section#8. Thetax-assessorfax Collectorof said-firethe distriet District shall assess
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and apportion the taxes levied by salgtrict District on real estateandthe tangible personal

propertyif determined to be necessary by the Board of Darscin said district according to the

last valuation of said ratable property made byt#xeassessors of said Town of Coventry and in
all cases where the town assessors have includgsbny within thefire—district District and
property without thdire-district District in one valuation, theollectorassesseref said-firethe
distriet District shall make an equitable valuation of that portibthe same lying within theaid
firedistriet District, and inassessing-andollecting such taxes such proceedings shall lkdeblya
the officers ofsaid-fire the distriet District, as near as may be, as are required to be had by
corresponding officers in town in assessing antbctihg town taxes.

Section89. District taxes shall constituteianeanlien upon the property assessed and if
not paid when due shall carry an interest penditherate imposed from time to time by vote of
said eerperationCorporation The fire—distriet District may adopt such reasonalidg-taws By-

Lawswith respect to the assessment, collection, agtheat of taxes as it deems proper.

Section910. Thesaidfire-districtDistrict mayalseborrow moneyand/or enter into lease

obligationsfor the acquisition of fire and rescue related equipment facilities. Said District

may also borrow money in the form of Tax AnticipatiNotes to fund operating costsurpoeses

All such borrowing including lease

obligationsshall be binding uposaid-fire-districtthe Fire District. The aggregate of all such

borrowings including lease obligations shall notead 0.5 percent of the most recent District

Assessed Valuation of real estate and tangibleopatproperty at the time of such borrowing

Section10l1l. SaideerperationCorporationat any legal meeting shall have power to

makeby-taws By-Laws prescribing the dutiesf-firewards;and-otherofficerand responsibilities

of said District Officials, Board of Directors artie Chief and shall have power to make

Standard Administrative Procedures (SAPs) goverthirgperation of the District and ensure the

Chief makes Standard Operating Procedures (SORfilme the operations of the Department.
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suretyforcosts.
Section 12. This act shall take effect upon pas$ggthe Qualified Voters at a Meeting

of the District and the General Assembly of the&Std Rhode Island and Providence Plantations.

Glossary of Defined Terms

Annual Meeting — Means a properly called meetingtied Qualified Voters of the

Western Coventry Fire District.

Board of Directors — Means the body of Qualifiedi&s who are elected at an Annual

Meeting or appointed by the Moderator to fill a &acy, with the duties defined in this Charter,
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the By-Laws and the WCFD SAPs.

By-Laws — Means the document so named and appioyedmajority of the Qualified

Voters at an Annual or Special Meeting.

Charter — Means the encompassing document appitoyed majority of the Qualified

Voters at an Annual or Special Meeting and enabtetthe State of Rhode Island and Providence

Plantations.

Chief — Means the individual appointed by the BoafdDirectors to fill the position,

Chief of the Western Coventry Fire and Rescue Deyant, with the duties defined in these By-

Laws, and the WCFD SAPs and SOPs.

Clerk — Means the individual elected to the positaj Clerk of the Western Coventry

Fire District by the Qualified Voters at an Anniléeting or appointed to fill a vacancy, with the

duties defined in this Charter, the By-Laws, arel WCFD SAPs.

Corporation — Means the incorporated entity othegwknown as the Western Coventry

Fire District.

Department — Means the Western Coventry Fire amgi®eDepartment.

District — Means the geographic area so designatéide Charter of Western Coventry

Fire District and the incorporated entity named\itestern Coventry Fire District.

District Meeting — Means any properly called megtid twenty (20), or more Qualified

Voters in the District.

District Official — Means any individual elected #ny position of the District by

Qualified Voters at a District Meeting, or appoihte fill a vacancy.

Moderator — Means the individual elected to theitmos of Moderator of the Western

Coventry Fire District by the Qualified Voters at &nnual Meeting, or appointed to fill a

vacancy, with the duties defined in these By-LaWws,Charter and the WCFD SAPSs.

Qualified Voters — Means the residents of the [istrwho, at the time they offer

themselves to vote at a meeting of the Districtuddoe entitled to vote at a financial town

meeting of the Town of Coventry if it were beindde

Special Meeting — Means the Meeting set forth itiche 2, Section 2.2.

Standard Administrative Procedures (SAPs) — Meéaescbllection of administrative

procedures prepared and approved by the Boardretiors.

Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) — Means tleetmm of operating procedures

necessary for the proper operation of the Westenefitry Fire and Rescue Department.

Tax Collector — Means the individual elected to pusition of Tax Collector of the

Western Coventry Fire District by the Qualified ¥t at an Annual Meeting or appointed to fill
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a vacancy, with the duties defined in this Chattez,By-Laws and the WCFD SAPs.

Treasurer — Means the individual elected to thatiposof Treasurer of the Western

Coventry Fire District by the Qualified Voters at &nnual Meeting or appointed to fill a

vacancy, with the duties defined in this Chartiee, By-Laws and the WCFD SAPs.

Western Coventry Fire and Rescue Department —lidasame meaning as Department.

Western Coventry Fire District — Has the same nrm&pas District.

WCFD SAPs — Means the Western Coventry Fire Dist8tandard Administrative

Procedures.

WCFED SOPs — Means the Western Coventry Fire andugddepartment Standard

Operating Procedures.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

IN AMENDMENT OF AN ACT PASSED AT THE JANUARY SESSIDA.D. 1942
ENTITLED "AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE WESTERN COVENTRFIRE DISTRICT"

*k*k

1 This act would ratify a number of changes to thgislative charter of the Western
2  Coventry Fire District as approved by the voterthefdistrict on November 15, 2012.

3 This act would take effect upon passage.
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