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2013 -- H 5492 SUBSTITUTE A

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2013

AN ACT

RELATING TO ANIMALS AND ANIMAL HUSBANDRY -- SALE OR ADOPTION OF
SPAYED OR NEUTERED CATS

Introduced ByRepresentatives Hearn, Amore, and Kazarian

Date IntroducedFebruary 14, 2013

Referred ToHouse Judiciary

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:
SECTION 1. Sections 4-19-16, 4-19-17 and 4-19-1#hefGeneral Laws in Chapter 4-19
entitled "Animal Care" are hereby amended to resfbiows:

4-19-16. Mandatory spaying and neutering of dogs and cats adopted from a licensed

releasing agency. -- (a)(1) No licensed releasing agency shall relessk, trade, give away,

exchange, adopt out, or otherwise transfer witlvithout a fee any dog or cat that has not been
spayed or neutered unless the adopting party ee®@utwritten agreement with the licensed

releasing agency to have the dog or cat spaye@uweredin accordance with subdivisions (2)

(2) The licensed releasing agency is authorized ta émtea written adoption agreement

with the adopting party provided that at the tinfeemecution of the written agreement, the

licensed releasing agency collect from the adopgagy an amount equal to the cost to the

licensed releasing agency for the spaying or neut@f the dog or cat to be adoptddhe written

agreement must include the dog or cat's age, sebgeneral description; the datethe adoption

agreement was executedidthe date by which thécensed releasing agency anticipates that the

dog or catrnustwill be spayed or neutereitie date by which the adoptive party shall claig th

dog or cat;the adopting party's name, address, phone nunalmet, signature; the licensed
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releasing agency's name, address, phone numbeheuddllar amoundt-the-depeositemittedto

the licensed releasing agency for the cost of st neutering the dog or cat

performed—within—the—thirty (30)day—periodifter execution of the agreement, the licensed

releasing agency shall cause the dog or cat tpdoged or neutered and, when medically fit, shall

transfer custody of the dog or cat to the adoppiady. Any dog or cat that is not claimed by the

adoptive party within ten (10) days of the datereerated in the written adoption agreement

shall be considered unclaimed and may be offeneddoption to another party.

(b) The following are exemptions from the provisaf subsection (a):

(2) (i) A licensed releasing agency returns a sti@y or cat to its owner.

{(2) A licensed releasing agency receives a writteortefpom a licensed veterinarian
stating that the life of the dog or cat would bepardized by the surgery and that this health
condition is likely to be permanent.

{-(3) A licensed releasing agency receives a writteontefpom a licensed veterinarian
stating that there is a temporary health conditiociuding sexual immaturity, which would make
surgery life threatening to the dog or cat or ingicable, in which instance the licensed releasing

agency shalénter into a written agreement for the spaying eutering of the dog or cat upon

resolution of the temporary health condition or #remal reaching maturity and shall collect

from the adopting party an amount equal to the tmdhe licensed releasing agency for the

spaying or neutering of the dog or cat to be adbpiée licensed releasing agency may then

allow the transfer of the dog or cat to the adaptarty who shall return the dog or cat to the

licensed releasing agency for spaying or neutetipgn resolution of the temporary health

condition or the animal reaching sexual maturitiie Ticensed releasing agency ngant the

adopting party an appropriate extension of timewimch to have the dog or cat spayed or
neutered based on the veterinarian's report.

}(4) A licensed releasing agency transfers a dog otccanother licensed releasing
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agency.

(c) If requested to do so, a licensed releasireney shall refundiepesited-fundfees

collected for the purpose of spaying or neutering tiog or cato the adopting party upon

reasonable proof being presented to the releagiegcg by the adopting party that the dog or cat
died before thexpiration-of-the period-during-which-tlspaying or neutering was required to be
completed.

(d) Any and all licensed releasing agencies:

(1) May enter into cooperative agreements withheaiher and with veterinarians in
carrying out this section; and

(2) Shall make a good faith effort to cause arpéidg party to comply with this section.

4-19-17. Forfeited-deposits Forfeited fees. -- Upon request, the adoptive party shall

receive a refund for the fee collected by the ls@ehreleasing agency under the provisions of

subsection 4-19-16(a) provided that the licenstshsing agency has not caused the dog or cat to

be spayed or neutered at the time the requestuidt sefund is madebepesits—+eguired-by

4-19-18. Penaltiesfor violations. -- (a) Violations of the provisions of section 4-18-dr

the written agreement executed pursuant to secti®¥6 by an adopting party are punishable
by a fine of fifty dollars ($50.00) for the firsffense, one hundred fifty dollars ($150) for the

second offense and four hundred dollars ($400}Herthird and subsequent offenses. Each and
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every incidence of non-compliance by an adoptingypahich continues unremedied for thirty
(30) days after written notice of a violation undeis section constitutes a subsequent offense
and the attendant penalties will apply. Second sutbequent offenses may constitute grounds
for seizure and forfeiture of the dog or cat, wheglizure will be conducted by a dog officer or a
police officer for the city or town in which the @uting party resides, and the seized animal will
be returned to the licensed releasing agency froimhwit was adopted, which licensed releasing
agency will be free to adopt out or euthanize #ieexl dog or cat. The adopting party loses all
ownership rights in the seized dog or cat, forfaltgights to any fee or deposit paid for the dog
or cat, and shall have no claim against the licgmekeasing agency or any other person for any
expenses incurred by the adopting party for the diogat's maintenance. The provisions of
sections 4-19-16 -- 4-19-18 will be enforced aga@msadopting party by a dog officer or a police

officer for the city or town in which the adoptiparty resideslLicensed releasing agencies must

notify the animal control officer or police officém the city or town in which the adopting party

resides, in writing, within fourteen (14) days ofaviolation of the provisions of section 4-19-16.

(b) Violations of section 4-19-16 or 4-19-17 by i@ehsed releasing agency are
punishable by a fine of one hundred dollars ($X60}he first offense, two hundred fifty dollars
($250) for the second offense and five hundredadg®l($500) for the third and subsequent
offenses. The third and subsequent offenses mait irghe temporary or permanent revocation
of the licensed releasing agency's license to tpe@ompliance by the releasing agency with
sections 4-19-16 -- 4-19-18 will be monitored aghe licensed releasing agencies by the state

veterinarian.The provisions of sections 4-19-16 through 4-19vli8 be enforced against a

licensed releasing agency by the division of lafoe®ment of the department of environmental

management.

(c) All fines collected under subsection (a) wi# bemitted to the town or city clerk of
the municipality where the adopting party of the dw cat resides. These fines shall be used by
the municipality only for programs for the spaying neutering of dogs or cats. All fines
collected under subsection (b) will be remittedhte general treasurer and placed in a separate
fund within the general fund to be called the "Aalriealth Fund" which shall be administered
by the general treasurer in the same manner ageheral fund. All funds deposited in the
"Animal Health Fund" shall be made available to department of environmental management
division of agriculture to defray any costs or expes incurred by the state veterinarian in the

enforcement of sections 4-19-16, 4-19-17 and 44.9-1
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SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO ANIMALS AND ANIMAL HUSBANDRY -- SALE OR ADOPTION OF
SPAYED OR NEUTERED CATS

*%k*k

This act would regulate the spaying and neuterihglags and cats adopted from a
licensed releasing agency.

This act would take effect upon passage.

LC01066/SUB A/2 - Page 6 of 6



