PRIOR PRINTER'S NO. 1072 PRINTER'S NO. 1456

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 816 “%%”

INTRODUCED BY DINNIMAN, KILLION, RAFFERTY, COSTA, VULAKOVICH,
BROWNE, LEACH, SCHWANK, VOGEL, BLAKE AND McGARRIGLE,
JULY 6, 2017

SENATOR VOGEL, AGRICULTURE AND RURAL AFFAIRS, AS AMENDED,
JANUARY 31, 2018
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AN ACT

Amending the act of December 7, 1982 (P.L.784, No.225), entitled
"An act relating to dogs, regulating the keeping of dogs;
providing for the licensing of dogs and kennels; providing
for the protection of dogs and the detention and destruction
of dogs in certain cases; regulating the sale and
transportation of dogs; declaring dogs to be personal
property and the subject of theft; providing for the
abandonment of animals; providing for the assessment of
damages done to animals; providing for payment of damages by
the Commonwealth in certain cases and the liability of the
owner or keeper of dogs for such damages; imposing powers and
duties on certain State and local officers and employees;
providing penalties; and creating a Dog Law Restricted
Account," in dangerous dogs, further providing for court
proceedings, certificate of registration and disposition; and
providing for muzzled dogs.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Section 502-A(a) (2) of the act of December 7,
1982 (P.L.784, No.225), known as the Dog Law, is amended to
read:

Section 502-A. Court proceedings, certificate of registration
and disposition.

(a) Summary offense of harboring a dangerous dog.--Any



1 person who has been attacked by one or more dogs, or anyone on

2 behalf of the person, a person whose domestic animal, dog or cat
3 has been killed or injured without provocation, the State dog

4 warden or the local police officer may file a complaint before a
5 magisterial district judge, charging the owner or keeper of the
6 a dog with harboring a dangerous dog. The owner or keeper of the
7 dog shall be guilty of the summary offense of harboring a

8 dangerous dog if the magisterial district judge finds beyond a

9 reasonable doubt that the following elements of the offense have

10 been proven:

11 x % %
12 (2) The dog has either or both of the following:

13 (i) A history of attacking human beings and/or

14 domestic animals, dogs or cats without provocation. Pwe— <--
15 or—more—determinations—underArticteV-Bthat—+the dog—35—

16 a—mgzrted—deg ONE OR MORE MUZZILED DOG ORDERS UNDER <--
17 ARTICLE V-A shall satisfy the requirement under this

18 subparagraph.

19 (ii) A propensity to attack human beings and/or

20 domestic animals, dogs or cats without provocation. A

21 propensity to attack may be proven by a single incident

22 of the conduct described in paragraph (1) (i), (ii), (iii)

23 or (iv).

24 x % %

25 Section 2. The act is amended by adding an article to read:

26 ARTICLE V-B

277 MUZZLED DOGS

28 Section 501-B. Court proceedings and disposition.

29

30
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20 r—bniform—identifiable—symbot—The—department—shatt—have—
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25 artiele—sand regulations pertaining—to s murrteddoags
26 Sectien—503PB—FCentrolof murrzteddoegs—

27 fe—Prohibitions—F+t—is—untawfut—for—anowner—or—keeper—of—

28 amurzleddog—topermit—the murrzled dog—tober

29 I —outside—theproper—enctosure—white—individuats—who—
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19 shatl paya fine notftoexceed—S$2-500—-
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23 odministering—its—duties—under—this—acts
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25 &ssessedeor—failure—of anrownerorkeeper—toravyr—atl—or—a—

26 portien—of+the fines—+the secretarvmarrefer +the matter—+to—+the—
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28 the—sappropriate—court—+to—recover—+the fine-

29 fer—AttEaeks—brvr—a—mugrrted—dog——

30 ) —Ff s muyzrteddog—through—+the intentionst—reckless—
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(A) PERSONS WHO MAY FILE CIVIL COMPLAINT.--THE FOLLOWING MAY <=--

FILE A COMPLAINT BEFORE A MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT JUDGE REQUESTING

THAT THE OWNER OR KEEPER OF THE ACCUSED DOG BE ORDERED TO MUZZLE

THE DOG ACCORDING TO THE PROVISTIONS OF THTIS SECTION:

(1) A PERSON WHO HAS BEEN ATTACKED BY A DOG ON PUBLIC OR

PRIVATE PROPERTY.

(2) ANYONE ON BEHALF OF A PERSON WHO HAS BEEN ATTACKED

BY A DOG ON PUBLIC OR PRIVATE PROPERTY.

(3) A PERSON WHOSE DOG OR CAT HAS BEEN KILLED OR INJURED

WITHOUT PROVOCATION.

(4) A STATE DOG WARDEN.

(5) A LOCAL POLICE OFFICER.

(B) PERSONS SUBJECT TO MUZZLED DOG ORDER.-—-A PERSON SHALL BE

SUBJECT TO A MUZZLED DOG ORDER TF A MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT JUDGE

FINDS BY A PREPONDERANCE OF THE EVIDENCE THAT THE DOG HAS KILLED

OR INFLICTED SEVERE INJURY ON:

(1) A HUMAN BEING WITHOUT PROVOCATION ON PUBLIC OR

PRIVATE PROPERTY; OR

(2) A DOG OR CAT WITHOUT PROVOCATION WHILE OFF THE

OWNER'S OR KEEPER'S PROPERTY.

(C) CONTENTS OF MUZZLED DOG ORDER.--A MUZZLED DOG ORDER

ISSUED AGAINST THE OWNER OR KEEPER OF THE MUZZLED DOG SHALL

REQUIRE THE MUZZLED DOG TO REMAIN MUZZLED, SPECIFY THE TYPE OF

MUZZLE AND IMPOSE SIGNAGE REQUIREMENTS ON THE PROPERTY OF THE

OWNER OR KEEPER.

(D) REPORT OF MUZZLED DOG ORDER.--THE MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT

JUDGE SHATIL MAKE A REPORT OF A MUZZLED DOG UNDER SUBSECTION (B)

TO THE BUREAU OF DOG LAW ENFORCEMENT THAT TDENTIFTIES THE OWNER

OR KEEPER AND THE DOG OR DOGS AND PROVIDES OTHER INFORMATION AS
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THE BUREAU MIGHT REASONABLY REQUIRE.

SECTION 502-B. REQUIREMENTS.

(A) COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS.--THE OWNER OR KEEPER OF A DOG

WHO HAS BEEN ISSUED A MUZZILED DOG ORDER UNDER SECTION 501-B

SHALTL DO ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) PRESENT SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE OF A PROPER ENCLOSURE TO

CONFINE THE MUZZLED DOG.

(2) WHEN INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE NOT MEMBERS OF THE OWNER'S

OR KEEPER'S HOUSEHOLD ARE PRESENT AS INVITEES ON THE PREMISES

OR IN THE DWELLING OF THE OWNER OR KEEPER OF THE MUZZLED DOG,

ETITHER:

(1) CONFINE THE MUZZLED DOG IN THE PROPER ENCLOSURE;

(IT) MUZZILE AND KEEP THE MUZZILED DOG UNDER THE

PHYSICAL RESTRAINT OF A RESPONSIBLE PERSON.

(3) WHILE THE MUZZLED DOG IS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY OR ON

PRIVATE PROPERTY THAT IS NOT THE OWNER'S OR KEEPER'S

PROPERTY, MUZZLE AND KEEP THE MUZZLED DOG UNDER THE PHYSICAL

RESTRAINT OF A RESPONSIBLE PERSON.

(4) POST THE PREMISES WITH A CLEARLY VISTBLE WARNING

SIGN THAT THERE TS A MUZZLED DOG ON THE PROPERTY.

(5) CONSPICUOUSLY DISPLAY A STIGN WITH A WARNING SYMBOL

THAT INFORMS CHILDREN OF THE PRESENCE OF A MUZZLED DOG.

(B) UNIFORM IDENTIFTABLE SYMBOL.--THE DEPARTMENT MAY

ESTABLTISH A UNIFORM IDENTIEFIABLE SYMBOL FOR VISUAL RECOGNITION

OF MUZZLED DOGS.

(C) OTHER REQUIREMENT.--A NEW OWNER OR KEEPER OF THE MUZZLED

DOG SHALT BE REQUTIRED TO COMPLY WITH THE PROVISTONS OF THIS

ARTICLE AND REGULATIONS PERTATINING TO A MUZZLED DOG.

SECTION 503-B. CONTROL OF MUZZLED DOGS.
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(A) PROHIBITION.—-—IT TS UNLAWEUL FOR AN OWNER OR KEEPER OF A

MUZZLED DOG TO PERMIT THE MUZZLED DOG TO BE:

(1) OUTSIDE THE PROPER ENCLOSURE WHILE TINDIVIDUALS WHO

ARE NOT MEMBERS OF THE OWNER'S OR KEEPER'S HOUSEHOLD ARE

PRESENT AS TNVITEES ON THE PREMISES OR IN THE DWELLING OF THE

OWNER OR KEEPER, UNLESS THE MUZZLED DOG IS MUZZILED AND KEPT

UNDER THE PHYSTICAL RESTRAINT OF A RESPONSIBLE PERSON.

(2) ON PUBLIC PROPERTY OR ON PRIVATE PROPERTY THAT IS

NOT THE OWNER'S OR KEEPER'S PREMISES OR DWELLING, UNLESS THE

MUZZILED DOG IS MUZZLED AND KEPT UNDER THE PHYSICAL RESTRAINT

OF A RESPONSIBLE PERSON.

(B) REQUIREMENT.--THE MUzZLE SHATT BE MADE TN A MANNER THAT

WILL NOT CAUSE INJURY TO THE MUZZLED DOG OR INTERFERE WITH THE

VISION OR RESPIRATION OF THE MUZZLED DOG BUT SHALL PREVENT THE

MUZZLED DOG FROM BITING A PERSON OR ANIMAL OR FROM DESTROYING

PROPERTY WITH THE MUZZLED DOG'S TEETH.

SECTION 504-B. PUBLIC SAFETY QOFFENSES.

(A) (RESERVED) .

(B) ATTACK BY MUZZILED DOG.--

(1) IF A MUZZLED DOG, THROUGH THE TINTENTTIONAL RECKLESS

OR NEGLIGENT CONDUCT OF THE OWNER OR KEFEPER OF THE MUZZLED

DOG, ATTACKS A HUMAN ON THE OWNER'S OR KEEPER'S PROPERTY,

PUBLIC PROPERTY OR PRIVATE PROPERTY THAT IS NOT THE OWNER'S

OR KEEPER'S PREMISES, THE OWNER OR KEEPER SHALL BE GUILTY OF

A MISDEMEANOR OF THE SECOND DEGREE.

(2) IF A MUZZLED DOG, THROUGH THE INTENTIONAL RECKLESS

OR NEGLIGENT CONDUCT OF THE OWNER OR KEEPER OF THE MUZZLED

DOG, AGGRESSIVELY ATTACKS AND CAUSES SEVERE TINJURY OR DEATH

ON A HUMAN ON THE OWNER'S OR KEEPER'S PROPERTY, PUBLIC

PROPERTY OR PRIVATE PROPERTY THAT IS NOT THE OWNER'S OR
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1 KEEPER'S PREMISES, THE OWNER OR KEEPER SHALL BE GUILTY OF A

2 MISDEMEANOR OF THE FIRST DEGREE.

3 (C) UTILIZATION OF FINES.--ALL FINES COLLECTED UNDER THIS

4 SECTION SHATLL BE DEPOSITED INTO THE DOG LAW RESTRICTED ACCOUNT

5 AND MAY BE UTILTIZED TO PAY THE EXPENSES OF THE DEPARTMENT IN

6 ADMINISTERING THE DEPARTMENT'S DUTIES UNDER THIS ACT.

7 (D) COLLECTION.--IN CASES OF INABTILITY TO COLLECT THE FINE

8 ASSESSED OR FATLURE OF AN OWNER OR KEEPER OF A MUZZLED DOG TO

9 PAY ALL OR A PORTION OF THE FINE, THE SECRETARY MAY REFER THE

10 MATTER TO THE OFFICE OF ATTORNEY GENERAIL WHICH SHALL INSTITUTE

11 AN ACTION IN THE APPROPRIATE COURT TO RECOVER THE FINE.

12 (E) MANDATORY REPORTING.--

13 (1) ALTL KNOWN INCIDENTS OF DOG ATTACKS SHALL BE REPORTED
14 TO THE COUNTY'S STATE DOG WARDEN WHO SHALL INVESTIGATE EACH
15 INCIDENT AND NOTTIFY THE DEPARTMENT TF A DOG HAS BEEN

16 DETERMINED TO BE A MUZZLED DOG.

17 (2) A STATE DOG WARDEN OR POLICE OFFICER WHO HAS

18 KNOWLEDGE OF A DOG WHICH HAS ATTACKED A PERSON SHALL FILE A
19 WRITTEN REPORT SUMMARIZING THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE ATTACK
20 WITH THE POLICE TN THE MUNICTPALITY WHERE THE OWNER OF THE
21 DOG RESTIDES OR, TF THE ATTACK OCCURRED OUTSIDE THE OWNER'S
22 MUNICIPALITY OF RESIDENCE, WITH THE POLICE HAVING

23 JURISDICTION IN THE MUNICIPALTITY WHERE THE ATTACK OCCURRED.
24 THE REPORT SHALL BE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION.

25 SECTION 505-B. CONSTRUCTION OF ARTICLE.

26 (A) ENFORCEMENT.--THIS ARTICLE SHALL BE ENFORCED BY ALL

27 MUNICIPALITIES.

28 (B) ABUSIVE OR UNLAWFUL CONDUCT OF VICTIM.--THIS ARTICLE

29 SHALL NOT APPLY TF THE INJURY WAS SUSTAINED BY A PERSON WHO, AT

30 THE TIME:
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(1) WAS COMMITTING A WILLFUL TRESPASS OR OTHER TORT UPON

THE PREMISES OCCUPIED BY THE OWNER OR KEEPER OF THE DOG;

(2) WAS TORMENTING, ABUSING OR ASSAULTING THE DOG;

(3) HAS, IN THE PAST, BEEN OBSERVED OR REPORTED TO HAVE

TORMENTED, ABUSED OR ASSAULTED THE DOG; OR

(4) WAS COMMITTING OR ATTEMPTING TO COMMIT A CRIME.

(C) FARM DOGS.--NO FARMER WHO OWNS AND KEEPS A DOG ON THE

FARM SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THIS ARTICLE TF THE FARM IS

CONSPICUOUSLY POSTED ALERTING VISITORS TO THE PRESENCE OF A

WATCH OR GUARD DOG AT ALL POINTS OF INGRESS AND EGRESS.

(D) PROCEDURE IN CERTAIN CITIES.--IN CITIES OF THE FIRST

CLASS, SECOND CLASS AND SECOND CLASS A, THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE

SHALTL APPIY:

(1) THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS MAY MAKE A COMPLAINT

BEFORE A MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT JUDGE, CHARGING THE OWNER OR

KEEPER OF THE DOG WITH HARBORING A MUZZLED DOG:

(I) A PERSON WHO HAS BEEN ATTACKED WITHOUT

PROVOCATION BY A DOG ON THE OWNER'S OR KEEPER'S PROPERTY,

PUBLIC PROPERTY OR ON PRIVATE PROPERTY THAT IS NOT THE

OWNER'S OR KEEPER'S PREMISES;

(IT) ANYONE ON BEHATLE OF A PERSON WHO HAS BEEN

ATTACKED WITHOUT PROVOCATION BY A DOG ON THE OWNER'S OR

KEEPER'S PROPERTY, PUBLIC PROPERTY OR ON PRIVATE PROPERTY

THAT IS NOT THE OWNER'S OR KEEPER'S PREMISES; OR

(ITI) A POLICE OFFICER OR ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER

EMPLOYED BY OR UNDER CONTRACT WITH THE CITY.

(2) THE MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT JUDGE SHATLIL MAKE A REPORT

OF THE DETERMINATION UNDER SECTION 501-B(B) TO THE POLICE OR

ANTMATL CONTROL OFFICER EMPLOYED BY OR UNDER CONTRACT WITH THE

CITY AND TO THE BUREAU OF DOG LAW ENFORCEMENT.
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1 (3) THIS ARTICLE SHALL BE ENFORCED BY THE LOCAL POLICE

2 OR ANTMAL CONTROL OFFICER EMPTLOYED BY OR UNDER CONTRACT WITH
3 THE CITY.

4 (4) COPIES OF ALIL MUZZLED DOG DETERMINATIONS AND REPORTS
5 ON THE STATUS OF THE MUZzZLED DOG SHALL BE SENT TO THE BUREAU
6 OF DOG LAW ENFORCEMENT.

7 (5) ALT KNOWN INCIDENTS OF ATTACKED BY MUzZZLED DOGS

8 SHATTL BE REPORTED TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF

9 KEEPING BITE STATISTICS AND POSSTIBLE RABTES EXPOSURE RECORDS.
10 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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