HOUSE AMENDED

PRTOR PRINTER'S NOS. 860, 1105, 1191 PRINTER'S No. 1229

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 773 “%x°

INTRODUCED BY GEBHARD, STEFANO, BARTOLOTTA, ROBINSON, COSTA,

CULVER, LAUGHLIN AND LANGERHOLC, JUNE 8, 2023

AS AMENDED ON SECOND CONSIDERATION, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

NOVEMBER 14, 2023
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AMENDING THE ACT OF APRIL 17, 2016 (P.L.84, NO.1l6), ENTITLED "AN <=--

ACT ESTABLISHING A MEDICAL MARIJUANA PROGRAM; PROVIDING FOR
PATIENT AND CAREGIVER CERTIFICATION AND FOR MEDICAL MARIJUANA
ORGANIZATION REGISTRATION; IMPOSING DUTIES ON THE DEPARTMENT
OF HEALTH; PROVIDING FOR A TAX ON MEDICAL MARIJUANA
ORGANIZATION GROSS RECEIPTS; ESTABLISHING THE MEDICAL
MARTJUANA PROGRAM FUND; ESTABLISHING THE MEDICAL MARIJUANA
ADVISORY BOARD; ESTABLISHING A MEDICAL MARIJUANA RESEARCH
PROGRAM; IMPOSING DUTIES ON THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS,
THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN
SERVICES; AND PROVIDING FOR ACADEMIC CLINICAL RESEARCH



CENTERS AND FOR PENALTIES AND ENFORCEMENT," IN PRELIMINARY
PROVISIONS, FURTHER PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS; IN MEDICAL
MARIJUANA ORGANIZATIONS, FURTHER PROVIDING FOR APPLICATION
AND ISSUANCE, FOR LIMITATIONS ON PERMITS AND PROVIDING FOR
ADDITIONAL DISPENSARY AND GROWER/PROCESSOR PERMITS
AUTHORIZED, FOR APPLICATION AND ISSUANCE OF ADDITIONAL
PERMITS AND FOR LIMITATIONS ON OTHER ADDITIONAL PERMITS OR
LICENSES; AND, IN ACADEMIC CLINICAL RESEARCH CENTERS AND
CLINICAL REGISTRANTS, FURTHER PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS.
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The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
11 hereby enacts as follows:
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NO.16), KNOWN AS THE MEDICAL MARIJUANA ACT, IS AMENDED BY ADDING
DEFINITIONS TO READ:
SECTION 103. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS ACT SHALL
HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

*x K* *

"CHANGE OF CONTROL TRANSACTION." THE CONSOLIDATION, MERGER

OR ACQUISITION BY A PERSON OR GROUP OF PERSONS ACTING IN CONCERT

OF MORE THAN 20% OF:

(1) A MEDICAL MARTJUANA ORGANIZATION'S SECURITIES OR

OTHER OWNERSHTP INTERESTS, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF ANY

OWNERSHTP INTEREST OF THE PERSON THAT EXTSTED:

(I) AT THE TIME OF THE TSSUANCE OF THE INITTAL

MEDICAL MARIJUANA ORGANTZATION'S PERMIT AND PAYMENT OF

THE INITIAL PERMIT; OR

(IT) PRIOR TO THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS

SUBPARAGRAPH; OR

(2) THE SECURITIES OR OTHER OWNERSHTIP INTERESTS OF A

CORPORATION OR OTHER FORM OF BUSINESS ENTITY WHTICH OWNS

DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY 20% OF THE SECURITIES OR OTHER

OWNERSHIP INTERESTS OF THE MEDICAL MARTJUANA ORGANIZATION.

*x Kk %

"DIVERSE GROUP." THE TERM SHALL MEAN THE SAME AS UNDER

SECTION 615(D).

*x Kx  %

"INDEPENDENT DISPENSARY." A DISPENSARY ISSUED A PERMIT TO

OPERATE IN THIS COMMONWEALTH AND THAT MEETS ATLL OF THE

FOLLOWING:

(1) HAS NOT HAD THE DISPENSARY'S PERMIT REVOKED.

20230SB0773PN1229 - 16 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

(2) HAS NOT ENTERED INTO A CHANGE OF CONTROL TRANSACTION

WITH ANY OTHER PERSON THAT WAS TISSUED A GROWER/PROCESSOR

PERMIT, DISPENSARY PERMIT OR CLINICAL REGISTRANT PERMIT IN

THTS COMMONWEATTH.

(3) IS NOT MATERTATLLY THE SAME AS ANOTHER MEDICAL

MARTJUANA ORGANTIZATION IN THIS COMMONWEALTH THROUGH A PARENT

COMPANY, SUBSIDIARY OR SHARED AFFILIATION WITH ANOTHER ENTITY

THAT HOLDS A PERMIT FROM THE DEPARTMENT UNDER THIS ACT OR

THROUGH THE SHARING OF PRINCIPALS, OFFICERS OR DIRECTORS,

EMPLOYEES, FACILITIES, EQUIPMENT, FINANCES OR CAPTTAL.

"INDEPENDENT GROWER/PROCESSOR." A GROWER/PROCESSOR AWARDED A

PERMIT TO OPERATE IN THIS COMMONWEALTH THAT MEETS ALL OF THE

FOLLOWING CRITERTIA AS OF THE FEFFECTIVE DATE OF THTS DEFINITION:

(1) HAS NOT HAD ITS PERMIT REVOKED.

(2) HAS NOT ENTERED INTO A CHANGE OF CONTROL TRANSACTION

WITH ANY OTHER PERSON THAT WAS ISSUED A GROWER/PROCESSOR

PERMIT, DISPENSARY PERMIT OR CLINICAL REGISTRANT PERMIT IN

THIS COMMONWEALTH.

(3) IS NOT MATERIALLY THE SAME AS ANOTHER MEDICAL

MARTJUANA ORGANIZATION IN THTS COMMONWEALTH THROUGH A PARENT

COMPANY OR SUBSIDIARY OF ANOTHER ENTITY THAT HOLDS A PERMIT

FROM THE DEPARTMENT UNDER THIS ACT OR THROUGH THE SHARING OF

PRINCIPALS, OFFICERS OR DIRECTORS, EMPILOYEES, FACILITIES,

EQUIPMENT, FINANCES OR CAPITAL.

*x Kx *

"MATERTALLY THE SAME." A PERSON WHO SHARES ANY OF THE

FOLLOWING WITH ANOTHER PERSON:

(1) PROFITS OR LOSSES.

(2) COMMON VALUATION, IN THE CASE OF A PUBLICLY TRADED

COMPANY .

20230SB0773PN1229 - 17 -
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(3) COMMON OWNERSHIP OF MORE THAN 5%, INCLUDING

SUBSIDIARTIES.

(4) COMMON OWNERSHIP OF 5% OR LESS TIF THE PERSONS WITH

VOTING RTIGHTS TO ELECT OR APPOINT ONE OR MORE MEMBERS OF THE

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OR OTHER GOVERNING BOARD.

(5) COMMON MANAGEMENT, POLICIES, PRINCIPALS, OFFICERS,

DIRECTORS, EMPIOYEES, EQUIPMENT, FINANCES OR CAPITAL.

*x Kx  *%

"PARENT COMPANY." A COMPANY WHICH DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY

CONTROLS ANY OTHER PERMITTEE UNDER THIS ACT.

*x Kx  *%

"PERSON." A NATURAL PERSON, CORPORATION, FOUNDATION,

ORGANIZATION, BUSINESS TRUST, ESTATE, LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY,

LICENSED CORPORATION, TRUST, PARTNERSHIP, LIMITED LIABILITY

PARTNERSHTIP, ASSOCIATION OR OTHER FORM OF LEGAL BUSINESS ENTITY.

*x Kx  *%

SECTION 2. SECTIONS 606 (A) (1) AND 616 (5) OF THE ACT ARE
AMENDED TO READ:
SECTION 606. APPLICATION AND ISSUANCE.

(A) DUTY TO REPORT.--AN APPLICANT TO BE A GROWER/PROCESSOR
OR TO OPERATE A DISPENSARY IS UNDER A CONTINUING DUTY TO:

(1) REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT ANY CHANGE IN FACTS OR
CIRCUMSTANCES REFLECTED IN THE APPLICATION OR ANY NEWLY
DISCOVERED OR OCCURRING FACT OR CIRCUMSTANCE WHICH IS
REQUIRED TO BE INCLUDED IN THE APPLICATION, INCLUDING A

CHANGE IN CONTROL OR CHANGE OF CONTROL TRANSACTION OF THE

MEDICAL MARIJUANA ORGANIZATION.
* Kk x
SECTION 616. LIMITATIONS ON PERMITS.

THE FOLLOWING LIMITATIONS APPLY TO APPROVAL OF PERMITS FOR

20230SB0773PN1229 - 18 -



1 GROWER/PROCESSORS AND DISPENSARIES:

) * Kk x

3 (5) [NO] EXCEPT AS PROVIDED UNDER SECTION 617, NO MORE
4 THAN FIVE GROWER/PROCESSORS MAY BE ISSUED PERMITS AS

5 DISPENSARIES. [IF THE NUMBER OF GROWERS/PROCESSORS IS

6 INCREASED UNDER SECTION 1202, NO MORE THAN 20% OF THE TOTAL
7 NUMBER OF GROWERS/PROCESSORS MAY ALSO BE ISSUED PERMITS AS
8 DISPENSARIES. ]

9 * * %
10 SECTION 3. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDING SECTIONS TO READ:

11 SECTION 617. ADDITIONAL DISPENSARY AND GROWER/PROCESSOR PERMITS

12 AUTHORIZED.

13 (A) AUTHORIZATION.--

14 (1) AN INDEPENDENT GROWER/PROCESSOR THAT APPLIES AND

15 MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS UNDER SECTION 618 SHALL BE ISSUED ONE
16 DISPENSARY PERMIT.

17 (2) AN INDEPENDENT DISPENSARY THAT APPLIES AND MEETS THE
18 REQUIREMENTS UNDER SECTION 618 SHALL BE ISSUED ONE

19 GROWER/PROCESSOR PERMIT.

20 (B) RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES.--THE PERMITS ISSUED UNDER THIS

21 SECTION SHALL CARRY THE SAME RIGHTS, PRIVILEGES AND OBLIGATIONS

22 AS PERMITS TISSUED UNDER THIS CHAPTER.

23 (C) SUSPENSTION OR REVOCATION PROHIBITED.--THE DEPARTMENT MAY

24 NOT SUSPEND OR REVOKE THE PERMIT OF AN ENTITY THAT RECEIVES A

25 PERMIT UNDER THIS SECTION DUE TO THE ENTITY ENTERING INTO A

26 CHANGE OF CONTROL TRANSACTION WITH ANY PERSON AT LEAST ONE YEAR

27 AFTER THE HOLDER OF THE DISPENSARY PERMIT BECOMES OPERATIONAL IN

28 THIS COMMONWEAILTH. NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALIL PROHIBIT THE

29 DEPARTMENT FROM TAKING ACTION FOR A VIOLATION OF SECTION 618 (A)

30 (4).

20230SB0773PN1229 - 19 -
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(D) PERMIT FOR CLINICAL REGISTRANT.--NOTWITHSTANDING

SUBSECTION (C) OR SECTION 619, AN INDEPENDENT GROWER/PROCESSOR

OR INDEPENDENT DISPENSARY THAT APPLIES FOR A PERMIT TO CONVERT

TO A CLINICAL REGISTRANT UNDER SECTION 2002 SHALIL SURRENDER A

GROWER/PROCESSOR PERMIT OR DISPENSARY PERMIT, OR BOTH,

PREVIOUSLY ISSUED TO THE INDEPENDENT GROWER/PROCESSOR OR

INDEPENDENT DISPENSARY.

SECTION 618. APPLICATION AND ISSUANCE OF ADDITIONAL PERMITS.

(A) APPLICATIONS.--—

(1) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELOP A STANDARD APPLICATION

FORM AND OPEN APPLICATIONS FOR PERMITS AUTHORIZED UNDER

SECTION 617 WITHIN 30 DAYS OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS

PARAGRAPH.

(2) APPLICANTS UNDER THIS SECTION SHALIL SUBMIT

APPLICATIONS FOR PERMITS AUTHORIZED UNDER SECTION 617.

(3) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REVIEW APPLICATIONS FOR PERMITS

AUTHORIZED UNDER SECTION 617 WITHIN 45 DAYS OF RECEIPT OF AN

APPLICATION UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) FROM AN ELIGIBLE INDEPENDENT

GROWER/PROCESSOR OR INDEPENDENT DISPENSARY.

(4) AN APPLTCATION FOR A PERMIT AUTHORIZED UNDER SECTION

617 SHALL REQUIRE:

(I) SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION AND CERTIFICATION TO

THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE APPLTICANT QUALTIFTES AS AN

INDEPENDENT GROWER/PROCESSOR OR INDEPENDENT DISPENSARY.

(IT) CERTIFICATION TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE

APPLICANT WILL NOT ENTER INTO A CHANGE OF CONTROL

TRANSACTION WITH ANY OTHER PERSON FOR A DURATION OF ONE

YEAR FROM THE DATE THE FTIRST DISPENSARY TLOCATION OR

GROWER/PROCESSOR TLOCATION IS DEEMED OPERATTIONAL BY THE

DEPARTMENT, UNLESS THE CHANGE OF CONTROL TRANSACTION

20230SB0773PN1229 - 20 -
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OCCURS AFTER THE HOLDER OF THE PERMIT BECOMES OPERATTIONAL

AND IS BETWEEN THE APPLICANT AND A DIVERSE GROUP.

(ITT) ANY INFORMATION REQUIRED UNDER SECTION 602

THAT HAS SIGNIFTICANTLY CHANGED STINCE THE APPLICANT

RECETVED AN INITTAT, PERMIT.

(B) TISSUANCE.--

(1) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED UNDER PARAGRAPH (3), THE

DEPARTMENT SHALL ISSUE PERMITS UNDER SECTION 617 WITHIN 60

DAYS OF THE APPLICATION SUBMISSION DEADLINE UNDER SUBSECTION

(A) (2) TO ALL APPLICANTS THAT MEET THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS

FOR PERMITTING UNDER THIS CHAPTER. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

NOTIFY AN APPLICANT FOR PERMITS AUTHORIZED UNDER SECTION 617

OF THE APPROVAL OF AN APPLICATION BY CERTIFIED MATL OR EMATL.

(2) IF' AN APPLICATION UNDER THIS SECTION IS INCOMPLETE,

THE FOLLOWING APPLY:

(I) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL, WITHIN 15 DAYS OF

REVIEWING THE APPLICATION, NOTIEFY THE APPLICANT BY

CERTTIFTED MATL OR EMAIL OF THE MISSING APPLICATION

MATERTALS.

(IT) AN APPLICANT SHALL HAVE 15 DAYS FROM WHEN THE

NOTICE TS RECETIVED UNDER THTIS PARAGRAPH TO PROVIDE

MISSING MATERTIALS TO THE DEPARTMENT.

(ITT) AN APPLICANT'S FATLURE TO COMPLETE THE

APPLICATION BY THE DEADLINE UNDER SUBPARAGRAPH (IT) SHALL

BE GROUNDS FOR DENIAL OF A PERMIT.

(3) IF AN APPLICATION UNDER THIS SECTION IS COMPLETE BUT

DOES NOT MEET THE MINIMUM CRITERIA FOR A PERMIT, THE

DEPARTMENT SHALL NOTIFY THE APPTLICANT BY CERTIFTIED MATL OR

EMATL OF THE DEFICTIENCIES IN THE APPLICATION AND THE

FOLLOWING APPLY:

20230SB0773PN1229 - 21 -



1 (I) AN APPLICANT SHALL HAVE 30 DAYS FROM THE DATE

2 THE NOTICE IS RECEIVED UNDER THIS PARAGRAPH TO PROVIDE
3 SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION MATERIALS TO THE DEPARTMENT.
4 (IT) AN APPLICANT'S FATLURE TO PROVIDE THE
5 SUPPTLEMENTAL APPLTICATION MATERIATLS TO THE DEPARTMENT BY
6 THE DEADLINE WILL BE GROUNDS FOR DENIAL OF THE ISSUANCE
7 OF A PERMIT.
8 (ITT) AN APPLTCANT'S FAILURE TO MEET THE MINIMUM
9 CRITERTA FOR A PERMIT AFTER PROVIDING SUPPLEMENTAL
10 APPLICATION MATERIALS TO THE DEPARTMENT SHALL BE GROUNDS
11 FOR DENIAL OF THE ISSUANCE OF A PERMIT.
12 (IV) THE DEPARTMENT MAY USE UP TO 30 ADDITIONAL DAYS
13 TO ISSUE DISPENSARY PERMITS TO APPLICANTS THAT MEET THE
14 MINIMUM CRITERTA FOR A PERMIT AFTER PROVIDING
15 SUPPTLEMENTATL APPLTICATION MATERTIATLS TO THE DEPARTMENT.
16 (4) IF THE DEPARTMENT DENIES AN APPLICATION FOR A
17 DISPENSARY PERMIT AUTHORIZED UNDER SECTION 617, THE
18 DEPARTMENT SHALL NOTIFEY THE APPLICANT OF THE DENIAL BY
19 CERTIFTIED MATL OR EMATIL. THE NOTICE SHALL INCLUDE EACH
20 DEFTICTENCY TN THE APPTLICATION THAT DOES NOT MEET THE MINIMUM
21 CRITERTIA TO BE ISSUED A DISPENSARY PERMIT.
22 (5) IF AN INDEPENDENT GROWER/PROCESSOR OR INDEPENDENT
23 DISPENSARY RECEIVES A DENIAL UNDER PARAGRAPH (4), THE
24 INDEPENDENT GROWER/PROCESSOR OR INDEPENDENT DISPENSARY MAY
25 REAPPLY FOR A PERMIT AUTHORIZED UNDER SECTION 617 30 DAYS
26 AFTER RECEIVING NOTICE OF A DENIAL.
27 (6) APPEALS TO THE ISSUANCE OR DENIALS OF DISPENSARY
28 PERMITS UNDER THIS SECTION MUST BE RESPONDED TO BY THE
29 DEPARTMENT WITHIN 45 DAYS OF SUBMITTAL.
30 (7) AN INDEPENDENT GROWER/PROCESSOR OR INDEPENDENT

20230SB0773PN1229 - 22 -
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DISPENSARY ISSUED A PERMIT UNDER SECTION 617 SHALL NOTIFY THE

DEPARTMENT WHEN THE INDEPENDENT GROWER/PROCESSOR OR

INDEPENDENT DISPENSARY LOCATION IS OPERATIONAL.

(8) UPON NOTIFICATION UNDER PARAGRAPH (7), THE

DEPARTMENT SHALL SCHEDULE AN INSPECTION TO DETERMINE TF THE

MEDICAL MARTJUANA ORGANTIZATION FACILITY IS OPERATIONAL TO THE

SATISFACTION OF THE DEPARTMENT. NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL

PROHIBIT THE DEPARTMENT FROM DETERMINING THAT THE INSPECTED

LOCATION FATLS TO BE OPERATIONAL.

(C) FEES.—--—

(1) AN INDEPENDENT GROWER/PROCESSOR APPLYING FOR A

DISPENSARY PERMIT SHATLT PAY:

(I) AN TINTITTAT APPLTCATION FEE TN THE AMOUNT OF

$5,000. THE FEE IS NONREFUNDABLE.

(IT) A PERMIT FEE OF $30,000 FOR EACH DISPENSARY

LOCATION. THE PERIOD OF THE PERMIT SHALL BE ONE YEAR. AN

APPLICANT SHATLT SUBMIT THE PERMIT FEE AT THE TIME OF

SUBMISSTION OF THE APPLICATION. THE FEE SHALL BE RETURNED

IF THE APPLICATION IS NOT GRANTED.

(ITT) A RENEWAL FEE FOR THE PERMIT AS A DISPENSARY

IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,000. THE FEE SHALL BE RETURNED IF THE

RENEWAL TS NOT GRANTED AND SHALT COVER RENEWATL FOR ALL

LOCATIONS. AN APPLTICATION TO RENEW A PERMIT MUST BE FILED

WITH THE DEPARTMENT NOT MORE THAN SIX MONTHS NOR LESS

THAN FOUR MONTHS PRIOR TO EXPIRATION.

(IV) A FEE OF $250 WHEN AMENDING THE APPLICATION TO

INDICATE RELOCATION WITHIN THIS COMMONWEALTH OR THE

ADDITTION OR DELETION OF APPROVED ACTIVITIES BY THE

MEDICAL MARTJUANA ORGANIZATTION.

(2) AN INDEPENDENT DISPENSARY APPLYING FOR A
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GROWER/PROCESSOR PERMIT SHALIL PAY:

(I) AN INITTIAL APPLTCATION FEE IN THE AMOUNT OF

$10,000. THE FEE IS NONREFUNDABLE.

(IT) A PERMIT FEE OF $200,000. THE PERIOD OF THE

PERMIT TS ONE YEAR. AN APPLICANT SHATLTL SUBMIT THE PERMIT

FEE AT THE TIME OF SUBMISSION OF THE APPLICATION. THE FEE

SHALL BE RETURNED IF THE APPLTICATION IS NOT GRANTED.

(ITT) A RENEWAL FEE FOR THE PERMIT AS A

GROWER/PROCESSOR IN THE AMOUNT OF $10,000. THE FEE SHALL

COVER THE RENEWAL FOR ALL LOCATIONS. THE RENEWAL FEE

SHALL BE RETURNED IF THE RENEWAL IS NOT GRANTED. AN

APPTLICATION TO REVIEW A PERMTIT MUST BE FILED WITH THE

DEPARTMENT NOT MORE THAN STX MONTHS NOR LESS THAN FOUR

MONTHS PRIOR TO EXPTRATION.

(IV) A FEE OF $250 WHEN AMENDING THE APPLICATION TO

INDICATE RELOCATION WITHIN THIS COMMONWEALTH OR THE

ADDITION OR DELETION OF APPROVED ACTIVITIES BY THE

MEDICAL MARTIJUANA ORGANIZATION.

(3) ALL FEES UNDER THIS SUBSECTION SHALL BE PAID BY

CERTIFTED CHECK OR MONEY ORDER.

(4) FEES PAYABLE UNDER THIS SUBSECTION SHATLL BE

DEPOSITED INTO THE FEUND.

(D) REGIONS.--AN INDEPENDENT GROWER/PROCESSOR MAY APPLY FOR

A DISPENSARY PERMIT UNDER THIS SECTION IN ANY REGION ESTABLISHED

UNDER SECTION 603(D).

(E) CERTIFTCATION VIOLATION.--TF AN INDEPENDENT

GROWER/PROCESSOR OR INDEPENDENT DISPENSARY ENTERS INTO A CHANGE

OF CONTROIL TRANSACTION WITH ANOTHER ENTITY IN VIOLATION OF THTS

ACT, THE CONTRACT OR AGREEMENT EXFCUTED WITH THE OTHER ENTITY

FOR THE CHANGE OF CONTROL TRANSACTION SHALL BE VOID, UNLESS THE
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28

CHANGE OF CONTROL TRANSACTION OCCURS AT LEAST ONE YEAR AFTER THE

PERMITTEE BECOMES OPERATIONAL OR THE MERGER IS BETWEEN A PERMIT

HOLDER AND A DIVERSE GROUP.

SECTION 619. TLIMITATIONS ON OTHER ADDITIONAL PERMITS OR

LICENSES.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 617 OR 618, NOTHING

IN SECTION 617 OR 618 SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO LIMIT AN ENTITY THAT

QUALIFTIES AS AN INDEPENDENT GROWER/PROCESSOR OR INDEPENDENT

DISPENSARY FROM APPLYING FOR AND RECEIVING ADDITIONAL PERMITS OR

LICENSES UNDER ANY OTHER PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT UPON THE RELEASE

OF ADDITIONAL PERMITS OR LICENSES BY THE DEPARTMENT OR THE

COMMONWEATLTH .

SECTION 4. SECTION 2001 OF THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDING A
DEFINITION TO READ:
SECTION 2001. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS CHAPTER
SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

*x Kx  *%

"ACCREDITED MEDICAT SCHOOL." AN INSTITUTION LOCATED WITHIN

THTS COMMONWEALTH THAT TS ACCREDITED BY THE LIATSON COMMITTEE OF

MEDICAL EDUCATION OR THE COMMISSION ON OSTEOPATHIC COLLEGE

ACCREDITATION OR HAS GAINED PRE-ACCREDITATION OR PROVISIONAL

ACCREDITATION SO THAT THE INSTITUTION IS AUTHORIZED TO ENROLL

STUDENTS AND IS AFFILIATED WITH AN ACCREDITED INSTITUTION OF

HIGHER EDUCATION LOCATED WITHIN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

*x Kx  *%

SECTION 5. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 120 DAYS.
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